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Topic:  Issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structure, 

devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges 

therein. 

2) What is the rationale behind decentralisation? Comment on the 

framework that exists for bringing decentralisation in India and the role of 

financial commissions in strengthening this process. (200 Words) 

"Too much of centralisation produces anaemia at the periphery and apoplexy at the 
centre ". Effective people participation in the decision making, Greater accountability, 
and effective service delivery are essential for proper functioning of democracy. 
Decentralisation brings these from grass root levels and strengthen the democracy. This 
is the rationale behind decentralisation.  
Our original constitution envisaged decentralisation upto state level. This is evident by 
the 7th schedule which deals with union, state and concurrent lists. The 73rd and 74th 
Constitutional amendments which gives the panchayats and municipalities 
constitutional recognition enabled the decentralisation further upto grass root level. But 
in reality this could not be achieved to the full extent because of the following reasons  
1) it is left to the discretion of the states to decide what and how much powers to be given 
to the local governments  
2) there are no strict provisions to ensure compliance of the states in implementing 
compulsory provisions of these amendments.  
3) these local bodies are not provided with sufficient economic resources to function as 
independent units with in the ambit of 73rd and 74th constitutional amendments.  
4) in most of the cases states are not constituting SFCs, not conducting regular elections 
to these local bodies. 
Economic independence is vital for the proper functioning of these local bodies. In this 
context the role of finance commissions is paramount. Governors should constitute the 
SFCs to ensure the local bodies to get their due share. FFC allocated around 1,80,000 
cores to local bodies. This is laudable but unless local bodies are given the exclusive 
rights to collect certain taxes it is difficult to provide financial independence and there by 
sustained decentralisation. 
 
 
Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the 

protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections 
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3) “Banning commercial surgery will certainly push surrogacy 

underground, leaving poor women even more vulnerable to exploitation.” 

Elaborate. (150 Words) 

In an affidavit to the Supreme Court, the government said it would henceforth prohibit 
and penalise commercial surrogacy services so as to protect the dignity of Indian 
womanhood, and to prevent trafficking in human beings and the sale of surrogate child. 
Only needy infertile Indian married couples would be able to opt for surrogacy of the 
altruistic kind. 

This implicates that the Surrogacy industry in India which is an estimated $2.3 billion 
industry will be impacted in a lot of ways. Following are a few such impact:- 

1. Surrogate mothers in India were paid roughly one tenth of that in America. The ban 
would completely stop this particular mans of livelihood.  

2. This line also excludes LGBTs, single men or women, couples in live-in relationships, 
as well as married couples who are proven to be fertile but choose to opt for surrogacy 
for reasons other than medical.  

3. Influential people who are not within the category of “ infertile Indian married 
couples” may resort to bribing officials and using power for a surrogate child. 

4. An absolute ban on commercial may result to underground or illegal operations of the 
same. 

Commercial Surrogacy in India had a lot of lacuna and the upcoming Assisted 
Reproductive Techniques (Regulation) Bill, 2014 can be revised to overcome the same. 
But, there is no assurity that altruistic way would be a absolute solution. Surrogacy in 
India needs safeguard measures and a proper regulatory framework, especially for the 
benefit of the surrogate mothers. 
 
Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the 

Centre and States and the performance of these schemes; 

4) Why many government schemes are named ‘missions’? What is their 

objective? Considering many missions that government has launched in 
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recent years, examine their constraints and suggest how can government 

improve their success rates.  (200 Words) 

Mission is an important assignment which is being communicated to organisations with 
a greater focus on result oriented outcomes to be completed within time-frame. They are 
normally short and simple statements which outlines what the organisation's purpose is 
and combine clarity of purpose, accountability for delivery, a clear leadership structure 
with intermediate milestones that needs to be achieved. 

Constraints: 

--- Ground realities are often difficult to evaluate, which brings differentiated outcomes. 

--- Funds dispersed frequently fall short during implementation, mainly due to excessive 
leakages and lack of coordination among line agencies. 

--- Institutional structures and line staff members are quite lenient while implementing 
the mission, which excessively increases the 

time frame to reach specified targets. 

--- No encouragement or help from the civil societies. 

Way forwards: 

--- Integration of multiple agencies and institutional alignment at all levels of 
government. 

--- Proper implementation of mission should be encouraged through separate “Executive 
Agencies” that try to bring in participation of experts, civil societies and other 
stakeholders. 

--- Mission should be properly designed before it is being implemented, and should be 
built after surveying ground realities thoroughly, using “Bottom to Up” approach. 

--- Roles of different participants must be articulated beforehand. 

--- Lead agencies should have proper autonomy in financial and monitoring matters. 

--- Missions should be evaluated on yearly basis, and if they are not working adequately 
they must be shutdown immediately or proper changes must be made. 

--- Feedback procedures to be setup, to get timely updates of the missions. 
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--- Leveraging technology like web apps, e-surveys, monitoring applications etc. to 
oversee the missions' progress. 

Thus, the focus should now be to make the missions unidirectional, participative, 
technology intensive with effective monitoring to ensure that development moves from 
paper to ground. 
 
Topic:  Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India’s interests 

2) Why does India consider it is important to get the membership of 

Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), MTCR (Missile Technology Control 

Regime), Australian and Wassenaar Arrangements? Examine. (200 Words) 

India has been seeking the membership of NSG, MTCR, Australian and Wassenaar 
arrangements. NSG controls the global nuclear commerce,where as MTCR is informal 
association of countries that share goals of non proliferation of unmanned delivery 
systems for weapons of mass destruction. Australian and Wassenaar arrangements are 
related to chemical and biological weapons, and conventional arms and dual use 
technologies respectively.  
Importance of membership to India 
1)membership of these groups will allow the india to enter into the mainstream of 
decision making on the issues of export controls and non proliferation  
2)NSG membership not only help india to procure more fuel and technologies like ' 
uranium processing and enrichment technology ' but help the Indian nuclear industry to 
aggressively tap the global market.  
3) with the prospective technology we can start our third stage nuclear programme 
utilising thorium.  
4)MTCR membership would boost our ISRO programmes by allowing the india to get 
space technology ( eg. In the past US objected the Indo Russian deal regarding cryogenic 
engine on the premise ofviolation of MTCR guidelines ) 
5)Australian and Wassenaar arrangements help india to import and export certain 
chemicals, conventional arms , dual use technologies etc. Eg: stealth technology  
6) Membership of these non proliferation control regimes will further strengthen the 
india's bid for UNSC permanent seat. 
However there are problems in acquiring membership such as getting consensus among 
existing members, signing NPT, adherence to chemical and biological weapon 
conventions , legally based domestic export control system etc. India managed all these 
things except signing the NPT which is a major hurdle.However international 
community is considering india for membership because of its impeccable track record 
of non proliferation 
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Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India’s interests 

3) Critically analyse US’s policy towards China in recent years and its 

possible impact on India. (200 Words) 

US policy towards China is marked by economic and defecnce strategies. 

Defence: Asia Pivot policy wherein US is shifting its naval fleet from Atlantic to the 
Pacific to contain China's expansionist policies in the south China sea. Also it is done to 
keep check on the string of pearls through which China is trying to create a defence and 
economic clout over SE Asian and Indian Ocean region. 

Economic: US is beefing up support for TPP which tries to counter China's economic 
rise. Even though China's membership has not been denied, it will have to follow the 
norms set by US, Japan etc to become the full time member of the grouping. TPP if 
formed will be one of the largest trade blocks of the world. 

The impact of both these policies of US towards China is significantly good for India. 
These policies have allayed the fear arising from rising hegemony of CHina in SE Asian 
region. China has been following expansionist policies off late in S china sea. It has built 
naval bases in Sril Lanka and increased investments in Mayanmar. These developments 
haved been too rapid for India's comfort and thus American stance comes as a welcome 
move. 
 
Also refer, 
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/11/03/3-critically-analyse-uss-policy-towards-
china-in-recent-years-and-its-possible-impact-on-india/#comment-2340110053 
 
Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries 

on India’s interests 

4) Critically comment on US’s policy on Pakistan and its impact on India. 

(200 Words) 

Historically, US' policy with Pakistan stemmed from its cold war axis and strategic 
imperatives. It was with the prism of its Pakistan relationship that USA viewed foreign 
relations with India.  
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1. During the cold war era, Pakistan was viewed as a bridge to improve relations with 
China. This led to US support to Pakistan during 1971 war conveniently ignoring human 
rights violation and genocides in East Pakistan. India had to seek a deal with USSR to 
prevent any US-China misadventure. 

2. Pakistan supported US to defeat Soviet Union in Afghanistan in 1989. In return US 
supplied large scale defense equipments, technology and fighter jets(F-16s) to Pakistan 
much to India's envy. 

3.The strategic location of Pakistan between Central, West and South Asia, its influence 
on Taliban, critical supply lines passing through Pakistan and US action against militants 
in FATA, NWFP made Pakistan an indispensable partner for US' "Global war on Terror". 

However, emergence of India as a global power in the new millennium has forced the US 
to de-hyphenate its relations with India from Pakistan. This policy is highlighted in 
improved diplomatic ties between India and US in the last decade, increased bilateral 
trade, supply of defense equipment, CIvil Nuclear deal(2005) and NSG waiver in 2008. 
In contemporary discourse, US has followed a "Carrot and Stick" policy towards Pakistan 
where on one hand it provides massive aid and military assistance to Pakistan for its 
support and on the other hand US seeks to maintain a balance vis-a -vis its relations with 
India by highlighting India's concerns and pressurizing Pakistan to act against terrorist 
groups on its own soil. The withdrawal of NATO and US forces from Afghanistan and the 
resurgence of Taliban has again forced US to leverage Pakistan as a bridge for 
rapprochement with Taliban. This has increased complications for India as it is vying for 
a spot on discussion tables about future of Afghanistan. The recent detente of relations 
between Pakistan and US, sale of more F-16s, and the prospects of a civil nuclear deal 
similar to India has worried New Delhi due to fears of nuclear proliferation, realignment 
of power equations in South Asia and its impact on India's national security. 
 
Topic: issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structure 

2) Differentiate between cooperative and competitive federalism? Are they 

complementary? Should both be encouraged? If yes, discuss what steps 

need to be taken. (200 Words) 

 
Federalism is a polity structure where the whole union is divided into smaller 
constituents.On Administrative ,political, Historical basis etc. 
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Cooperative federalism is a term which has essence of cooperation amongst the 
constituents and above all the cooperation between the centre and federal units.Basically 
it is an interaction in which the Central,federal and even local bodies which act 
collectively to achieve a common goal.Competitive federalism is a kind of federalism in 
which the constituents compete with each other at various social and development 
indicators. 

Yes, both are complimentary to each other logical end envisaged out of cooperative 
federalism is competitive federalism. 

Steps Needs to be taken to encourage--> 

1) Instilling sense on oneness first of all , no any constituent should feel that they have 
been left out. In democratic set-up it is often seen the Vote proportion etc. decides the 
influence of constituents on center. Eg.- NE state often used to get lesser share. ISC as 
envisaged by constt. should be held on regular basis. 
2)NITI Ayog which has been envisaged on the principle of cooperative federalism should 
work effectively and puts aside the political considerations and influence of state units in 
order to decide fund allocation,assistance etc. 
3)Central leadership shuld ensure that every limb of the whole body(country) is 
developing. Eg. we have seen the disparities b/w Eastern and Western India in terms of 
development.In order to give effective level playing field more assistance can be provided 
to such for time being. 
4)Zonal Council and Intra -state interactions should be encouraged. 
5)The three Lists envisaged by constitution of India(Schedule 7) should be kept in mind 
strictly and in case of dispute centre and state should try to settle amicably rather than 
taking legal route at first. 
6)NDC council, and interactions like such should be encouraged and CMs grievances be 
heard on open platform. 
In short, it should be kept in mind that competition is very good as long as it is healthy 
and it enables one to strive for better. 
 
Topic:  Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India’s interests 

3) Is there an opportunity for India to make use of Tripartite Free Trade 

Area (TFTA) forum and help its trade grow? Elaborate. (200 Words) 
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The Tripartite free Trade Area (TFTA) is a regional integration arrangement in Africa 
that envisages integration among three major regional economic growth- South African 
Development Community (SADC), East African Community (EAC), and Common 
Market of Eastern and Southern Africa(COMESA). The potential opportunities for India 
in the integration includes the following- 

1. Market access- The integrated block could provide access to a market of growing 
middle class. This gains importance when Indian exports have dropped owing to global 
markets. 

2. Imports- The region is mineral rich and provides a opportunity for India to diversify 
its import needs 

3. Infrastructural potential- The integration would warrant infrastructure demands 
which could be harnessed via Indian grants and expertise. This could give India a 
leverage of soft diplomacy and access to even more markets. 

4. Regional stability- The economic growth and increased integration would counter 
insurgency and instability in the region, beneficial for Indian companies operating there. 
This would also counter piracy in the maritime boundary. 

5. Ease of negotiation- An integrated forum would ease diplomatic efforts of India and 
there would be common standards for alignments to the blocks. 

India enjoys geographical and diplomatic leverages in the region. It could use it as a 
leverage to get greater access to markets. 
 
Topic:  Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India’s interests 

3) Is there an opportunity for India to make use of Tripartite Free Trade 

Area (TFTA) forum and help its trade grow? Elaborate. (200 Words) 

The Tripartite free Trade Area (TFTA) is a regional integration arrangement in Africa 
that envisages integration among three major regional economic growth- South African 
Development Community (SADC), East African Community (EAC), and Common 
Market of Eastern and Southern Africa(COMESA). The potential opportunities for India 
in the integration includes the following- 
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1. Market access- The integrated block could provide access to a market of growing 
middle class. This gains importance when Indian exports have dropped owing to global 
markets. 

2. Imports- The region is mineral rich and provides a opportunity for India to diversify 
its import needs 

3. Infrastructural potential- The integration would warrant infrastructure demands 
which could be harnessed via Indian grants and expertise. This could give India a 
leverage of soft diplomacy and access to even more markets. 

4. Regional stability- The economic growth and increased integration would counter 
insurgency and instability in the region, beneficial for Indian companies operating there. 
This would also counter piracy in the maritime boundary. 

5. Ease of negotiation- An integrated forum would ease diplomatic efforts of India and 
there would be common standards for alignments to the blocks. 

India enjoys geographical and diplomatic leverages in the region. It could use it as a 
leverage to get greater access to markets. 
 
Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the 

Centre and States and the performance of these schemes 

4) Recently a high-powered panel of chief ministers made various 

recommendations on centrally sponsored schemes to the centre. Analyse 

these recommendations. (200 Words) 

Key Recommendations of CMs panel 

1. Reduce no of CSS to 30 ( from current 72) 

2. 25% of fund allocation as flexi-fund which states can spend on their discretion 

3. Classification of CSS as  

a. Core Schemes -> Fund allocation of 60:40 between Centre:State but for NE states 
90:10 

b. Core of Core Scheme -> Wholly funded by Center 
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c. Optional -> 50:50 for Gen Category states, NE 80:20 

Recommendations: A step in right direction 

1. By reducing no of CSS which are often duplication of scheme under different 
ministries will reduce the confusion surrounding them 

2. Fits overall scheme of things – Indian Govts efforts to establish Cooperative 
Federalism and larger devolution of fund by FFC 

3. Flexi-fund will be useful for customization of schemes according to local needs 

4. Empowerment of States to enable them take important developmental decisions 

5. Priortization of CSS is a move which many experts have always demanded for because 
of following reason 

a. To prioritize important schemes from rest so that resources can be mobilized 
accordingly 

b. Non-important schemes could be discontinued to reduce no of CSS 

c. Center can effectively monitor top priority schemes  

d. Funds based on priority 

6. CSS could be customized according to needs of States eg: as pointed out by Kerala CM 
– Beti Bachao and Beti Padhao has no relevance in Kerala 

CM panel has hit the nail on its head by effectively pointing out the significant hurdles 
which have hindered CSS from effectively achieving their desired goal. Now the center 
needs to take decision when and what to accept and execute 
 
Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social 

Sector/Services relating to Health 

5) It is estimated that India has a phenomenal 2.4 million shortage of 

nurses and after five years government hospitals in the country might have 

to close down due to this reason. Critically examine the reasons behind this 

acute shortage of nurses, its implications and measures needed to address 

this problem. (200 Words) 
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nurses are backbone of hospital industry. 

its shortage due to - 

1-inadequate training facility 

2-indian seat in nursing college felt vacant due to unattractive profession 

3-other career option available 

4-work lod and environment 

implication of shortage are follows- 

1-shut down of hospitals 

2-patients donot get better service 

3-� decreased patienteducation in the hospital; 

4-� decreased care coordination both inside the hospital and in discharge planning; 

5-� increased percentage o fclinical complications;� increased nursing/medical error 
rate; 

6-� decreased patient 

satisfaction; 

7-� decreased clinical outcomes 

.evidence suggeststhat more nurses lead to better patient outcomes.Projected long-term 
shortages will create still greater cost and quality challenges.Without increased 
payments from public or private purchasers,health care institutions will most likely have 
to make tradeo ffs between investing in staffing and pursuing other quality-improvemen 
tefforts. 

solutions are = 

1-health ministry and nursing council should create courses to train nurse practitioner 

2-increase in their wages 

3-need to improve their working condition that is job security especially for women 

4-improve education to incrrease students into field 
5- lastly ,attitude have to change across policy maker,doctor,hospital and people 
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Topic: Functioning of the judiciary 

6) Can Article – 136 of the Indian Constitution be held responsible for the 

pendency of cases in the Supreme Court? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Art136 in the Constitution states that: “Special leave to appeal by the Supreme Court, the 
Supreme Court may, in its discretion, grant special leave to appeal from any judgment, 
decree, determination, sentence or order in any cause or matter passed or made by any 
court or tribunal in the territory of India excluding laws related to Armed forces”. 

This article was included by the constituent assembly, to empower people to make 
appeals to the higher court regarding judgement given by lower courts which may be 
wrong or is not satisfactory. 

But this provision has also increased number of cases pending in apex court, creating 
difficulty in giving expeditious judgement and also reducing its efficiency. There are 
other factors as well which is responsible for the pendency of cases in the Supreme 
Court: 

--- There are long-winded arguments mostly over civil disputes of distant past involving 
land, revenue, disciplinary proceedings against employees, interpretation of wills and 
other mundane subjects, which should have ended in courts below it and must not be 
reopened using Art136. 

--- There has been unending disputes over facts and figures which are dragged at every 
stage of judicial system. It is important that apex court must put a bar on number of facts 
to be produced so that cases could be winded up within time.  

--- This provision of the Constitution also allows any losing party to approach the SC 
even without the mandatory certificate from the court that delivered the judgement. 

Although this article provides basic right to the people to address their grievance to 
higher authority, it is important that the first court determine the facts through evidence 
and examination of witnesses thoroughly. If further appealed, the high court must 
expeditiously re-examine the evidence on record, so that case is not appealed again in 
the apex court according to ART136. For this it is important that good quality of 
judgments are given at the lower courts itself. 
 
Topic:  Role of civil services in a democracy 
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2) It is argued that both administration and policymaking are getting 

increasingly complex and require specialized skill set and a good 

administrator may not always prove to be a good policymaker or vice-versa. 

Do you think IAS is unfairly dominating all other civil service posts in 

India? In your opinion, what structural reforms are needed to make both 

policymaking and administration efficient? Critically discuss. (200 Words) 

administration and policy making are the twin pillars for good governance and 
development of the country.the range of issues,areas and arenas that the adminstrators 
and policy makers have to deal with are increasingly becoming diverse,complex and 
multifaceted.in this regard IAS is seen to be dominating most civil service and top posts 
in the country. 

few egs in this regard could be- 

our home secretary is an IAS officer rather than IPS.our CAG is an IAS officer rather 
than IAAS officer.similarly THE MOEF secretary is again an IAS officer rather IFOS 
officer.the commitees looking into issues of governance,police reforms,environment,civil 
sevant exams,revenue matters,tax reforms ,climate change,trade policies,agreemnets are 
mostly from IAS service.it thus seems that policy making at the highest levels which 
require specialized and expert approaches are occupied by generalist administrators 

in this context there is need for reforms which may include 

-lateral entry of specialised domain experts from private sector can usher in more refined 
and efficient policymaking.E.G in NITI aayog,provision OF ATAL,SETU ,recent 
provision of lateral entry in foreign policy makingetc 

-there is a need for Bottoms up approach with constant feedback from grassroot field 
personnel to continously modify schemes and programms as per people's reqiurements 
and need. 

-Open recruitment at higher posts through interviews and transparent selection 
processes.like occurs in selection Of expert members of NGT 

-there needs to be parity in postings among the various all India services at higher levels 
to provide skill set appropriate oppurtunities to the officers.this move can reduce the 
hold and dominance of IAS and bring knowledge and expertise in decision making. 

the 2nd arc commision has repeatedly called for recruitment of more specialists than 
generalists in administration.its time that we accept it and move forward with it. 
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Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social 

Sector/Services relating to Health; Bilateral, regional and global 

groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s 

interests  

3) India is appreciated for its role in helping AIDS victims in Africa by 

offering cheap drugs. Which factors made it possible for India to help 

Africa? Do you think these factors are under threat today? Critically 

comment. (200 Words) 

India has always remained on her toes to help Africa. However, there are some enabling 
factors which helped her to extend a helping hand in medical field to Africa: 

1)Indian Patents Act, 1970: The act has been enacted in compliance with TRIPS and 
incorporates flexibilities for compulsory licensing and prevents evergreening of patents. 
This allows India to manufacture generic drugs and providing the same to Africa 

2)Historical factors: India supported call for democracy in Africa and made a bulwark 
against Cold War through NAM which helped her gain an image of goodwill and thus 
Africa gave opportunity to India to establish her presence in medical field 

In the wake of United State Trade Representative ‘Special Report 301’ that put India on 
‘priority watch list’ i.e. countries “not having friendly IPR regime AS PER U.S.”, India 
established a think tank to formulate an IPR policy. It is being speculated that some of 
the flexible provisions that helped India to manufacture generic drugs could be done 
away with. 

However, the other side of the story reveals that an explicit IPR policy will clearly spell 
out India’s stand and remove any ambiguities. Further, it is expected that some of the 
costly blockbuster drugs will go off patent soon. This along with high demand of HIV-
treatment drugs in Africa will help India to continue with her efforts. 

Thus, there are high chances that goodwill image of India will help her to continue to 
engage with Africa on medical fronts. 
 
Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social 

Sector/Services relating to Health 
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4) “The government of India’s proposed ban on commercial surrogacy is a 

rather ill-thought-out move that could have a disastrous effect on the 

flourishing surrogacy industry in India.” Do you agree with this view? 

Critically analyse. (200 Words) 

Commercial Surrogacy was legalised in India in 2003 in the 

landmark judgment given by the Supreme Court in the case of Baby Manji v. UOI. 

Since then, this industry has boomed having a turnover of 1300 crores. Each 

year almost 2000 babies are born in India through commercial surrogacy and 

foreigners make up more than 40% of the client base. 

Recently, there have been reports that the government is 

mulling over the idea of banning commercial surrogacy altogether. Some of the 

main justifications for the ban are-: 

1. There have been several reports of the surrogate women 

being exploited financially wherein the women doesn’t receive the promised 
remuneration. 

2. In the absence of medical insurance the woman faces an 

additional burden of paying for medical fees incase there are any complications 

in the pregnancy. 

3. Commercial Surrogacy in many cases is being used to facilitate 

Sex Selective Pregnancies which is in complete contravention of the Pre-Conception 

and Pre-Natal Diagnostic. Techniques (PCPNDT) Act. 

4. Commercial surrogacy opens up situations 

which are not covered under any legal regulation such as what would be the 

nationality of the child so born through surrogacy if the baby is abandoned by 

the parents due to some infirmity or deformity. 
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However, despite the problems associated with 

the industry of commercial surrogacy there are also several positives which can 

not be overlooked, for instance-: 

1.It is a golden opportunity for childless 

couples to have their own child with their genetic imprint. 

2. It provides a great source of income for a 

poor women whose other alternative may be to work as a maid or other low paying 

jobs. 

3.Given the size of the booming commercial surrogacy 

industry in India, it is a great source for foreign exchange. 

Thus keeping in mind the above stated points, 
it will not be prudent to completely ban the Commmercial surrogacy industry as 

it will simply push the Industry underground making it all the more difficult 
to regulate the same. Instead, active steps need to be taken to bring the 

Commercial Industry under proper legal regulation. For this there is an urgent 
need to pass the Assisted Reproductive Technology act which has been drafted 
thrice but not passed a single time. 
 
Topic: Appointment to various Constitutional posts 

2) If you are asked to give suggestions to improve the collegium system, 

what would they be? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Owing to several reasons the collegium system which was started before two decades to 
secure and promote judicial independence, has always remain a matter of debate, but the 
debate intensified after the NJAC proposal was declined by Supreme Court.Following 
lacunae requires to be addressed in the present system 

1=> There should be a clear cut appointment policy clearly covering eligibility criteria, 
age of retirement,seniority and merit etc that involve minimum human judgment and 
offer least discretion to the appointers.  



INSIGHTS SECURE – 2015 (NOV) 

 

	
GS-2	

							WWW.INSIGHTSONINDIA.COM	
	 	

	
INSIGHTS	

	
	 	

2=> Transparency deficit which is said to be the core of criticisms, leads to many other 
ills for which the system was consistently criticized can largely be addressed by allowing 
RTI for appointments. The Collegium should reveal the process followed to the public. 

3=> The constitution of collegium should be diversified to ensure and secure presence 
judges from all sections like , minority, women, tribes and backwards this will help to 
dilute the prevailing nepotism in the system. Even some space can be given to the nutral 
participation of civil society. 

4=> Appointments should made a subject of judicial reviews to promote supremacy of 
law over privilege of judges.  

5=> A permanent secretariat to document its affairs and to put the minutes of the 
meetings in RTI domain should be established.  

6=> The collegium shoul ensure "zero political party influence" in appointment through 
affidavit to uphold the dignity and spremacy and prestige of judiciary. 

If all these are taken care a more free,fearless and unbiased and accountable judiciary 
will be there to upkeap the trust and confidence of public and other stake holders in 
judicial system of the country. 
 
Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations.  

3) As Myanmar moves towards becoming a democracy it faces several 

hurdles both internal and external. Analyse these hurdles and examine 

what role can India play in this regard. (200 Words) 

In 2011, Myanmar went from military rule to a civilian government. But there have been 
conflicts for more than half a century between government forces and ethnic armed 
groups wanting greater autonomy. 

There are many difficulties faced by Myanmar to establish a democratic government 

1) A nationwide ceasefire remains uncertain as the Kokang and some other ethnic 
minorities haven’t taken part in the peace process. Thus there will be no stability. 

2) Knowledge of government is quite low across the board. Eighty-two percent of citizens 
were unable to name any of the branches of government. Also 25 percent reservation of 
parliamentary seats for the military which is not according to the rules of democracy. 
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3) Extreme Chinese influence which aims at the energy resources is a treat to the energy 
security of Myanmar. 

4) The government fails to defend individuals’ rights to life and property. Economic and 
political freedoms continue to be highly restricted and susceptible to censorship. 

5) Illicit drug trafiking through the famous Golden triangle Opuim belt 

India has now a greater responsibility being the world’s largest democracy and one of 
Myanmar’s closest neighbour having civilisational ties. 

1) India's interests in Myanmar lie primarily in furthering its ‘Look East policy’, 
containing China's influence in the region, solving the ethnic minority issues in the 
northeast and energy security. 

2) India as a big democratic country can help Myanmar in contesting elections and to 
secure a democratic government , which is citizen centric 

3) Can provide military support for contesting paecefull elections in Myanmar and can 
protect its democratic government 

4) India can strengthen the economic and trade relations between the two countries 
.India can provide financial aid to Myanmar to develop government institutions. 

5) India's economy has expanded, and so have its energy needs. Myanmar with its vast 
energy resources can help India in making its needs. 

India should continue to remain engaged and explore all areas of cooperation, including 
security, infrastructure, energy and institution building in Myanmar. 
 
 
Topic:Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India’s interests 

4) What constructive role can India play in the South China Sea? Critically 

examine. (150 Words) 

The geographical location of south china sea provides immense opportunity for the 
associates stakeholders. But the frequent occurring bilateral issues are serious irritant 
for the peace and stability in the region. Although India is not directly engage in the 
region but it can play a very constructive and positive role to resolve the deadlock. 
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1) As now India is actively perusing it's " act east policy " it can play the role of the 
mediator in the region. Further the active engagement of India with Vietnam and 
Philippines made it inevitable for India to actively participate in the issue to adore it's 
bilateral ties. 

2) Right from the very beginning India is an ardent supporter of maritime security in the 
Asia- Pacific region thus with the principal he can persuade the regional blocks to solve 
their issues in a constructive manner. 

3) Further as Buddhism is the dominated religion of the countries engage in the dispute 
as a India can also use the religion as a driving force for the constructive and positive end 
of the dispute. 

4) Further India can also used the regional blocks like ASEAN and SAARC to pressurize 
the concern associates to resolve the issue in more magnified manner 

Here it should to be noted that the stability in the region is very important for India 
regarding it's economical prospective. Further geo-political condition of the Indian 
continent and it's ambitions at the global fora make it inevitable for India to get actively 
engage in such issues of the region and play a key and positive role in their settlement. 
 
Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the 

protection and betterment of vulnerable sections. 

4) Critically evaluate the success of the Protection of Women from 

Domestic Violence Act, 2005 in protecting women from domestic violence 

and abuse in India. (200 Words) 

 
PWDVA, 2005 got enacted in the wake of rising violence or physical abuse directed 
towards female that are kept hidden behind the doors most of the time. However, even 
after more than ten years of it's enactment, lasting solutions to the problem continue to 
be elusive, as the grim statistics of wife murders and suicides by married women record a 
steady rise. 

Shortcoming of laws: 

--- Women are given protection only for the severe physical violence cases, while other 
cases are still sorted out through pre-litigation ‘joint counselling’. 
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--- State government has failed to evolve rehabilitation services to the victims and delay 
in redressal mechanism. This is mainly due to budgetary constraints. 

--- Patriarchal mind-set still prevails, apart from that judges too lacks sensitivity towards 
victims. 

--- Women are at-times persuaded to “save the marriage” even at the cost of danger to 
her life, realising them the social stigma that will get attached with their lives. 

Way forwards: 

--- Rigorous awareness campaign has to be conducted. 

--- Police have to be sensitised so that they take early steps to curb the menace. 

--- Government must setup more helpline numbers. 

--- Lastly, government must give impetus to girl education, so that there is parity 
between both men and women. Scheme 

like SSA is a positive move. 

The crux of the issue is the support network that the victim of domestic violence needs 
and government has to make holistic attempts to stop this hidden violence and empower 
women. 
 
Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social 

Sector/Services relating to Education, Human Resources 

2) Recently The central education ministry said that it wants to discourage 

country’s ‘coaching culture’ for entrance exams. Some argue that coaching 

is a necessary evil. Why do you think coaching institutions have 

mushroomed? Should they be discouraged? Critically comment. (200 

Words) 

Today, in this era of cut-throat competition , coaching has truly become a necessary evil. 

Their numbers are ratcheting up every day. Some of the reasons behind this trend : 
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Cut Throat Competition : With increase in number of takers of examinations like IIT, 
CAT,AIIMS, CBSE-PMT,CLAT,IBPS,UPSC etc, the competition to get into a prestigious 
institution or service has increased manifold.In order to get a structured guidance from 
the "experts" of these stated examinations, students go for coaching. 

Quality Education : Lack of quality education across the country is also one of the prime 
reasons that has led to the proliferation of coaching institutes. 

Social Pressure : The immense social pressure to get better education and job also drives 
many to these coaching factories. 

Working Parents : Working parents cannot guide their kids always due to the hectic 
professional life they lead.So they send their children to coaching for better guidance. 

Today their need has become genuine but their rise should be discouraged. The reasons 
are stated below : 

Coaching institutes train students using tried and tested techniques. In this 
process,students loose their creativity and imagination power and become masters of 
"engineered study practices" that are inculcated in their minds. 

Expensive coaching and lodging wreak havoc on parents' finances. People from far off 
places go to Delhi,Kota,Hyderabad, Bengaluru etc for coaching and have to pay dearly 
for the whole process. This is very difficult for people from modest background. 

There is a huge difference between the student who takes coaching and the one who 
doesn't in terms of knowledge required for the particular competitive exam. There is no 
level playing field between the one who has spent lakhs and the other who has chosen 
not to. 

There are several fake coaching institutes running in big cities. Their only aim is to mint 
money and they don't care about the future of students enrolled.They run false 
advertisements and attract admission.The government should take note of such 
unethical practices. Stringent measures must be taken. 

These coaching institutes should be reined in. Proper policy in the right direction should 
be formulated. Revision of curriculum from primary to higher levels is necessary.Quality 
education to each and every student of the country should be the aim of present and 
future dispensations. In this "net" age, guidance in the right direction can be provided 
through online lectures and portals.E learning is cost-effective too. Government and 
private players should come up with innovative platforms with the aim of transforming 
education system in India. 



INSIGHTS SECURE – 2015 (NOV) 

 

	
GS-2	

							WWW.INSIGHTSONINDIA.COM	
	 	

	
INSIGHTS	

	
	 	

It is very difficult to take out coaching system at one go but with right strategy,policy and 
will,it can be phased out. 
 
Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations. 

2) Considering latest developments in India and Nepal relations, do you 

think India is losing its trust and strategic advantage in Nepal by making 

series of mistakes? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The ongoing tension between Nepal and India has strongly affected the bilateral 
relations between both the States. India has reacted strongly to Nepal’s new constitution. 
In India’s official statements issued on the subject, the promulgation of the new 
Constitution has just been “noted”, not welcomed. 

India has its reasons to be upset with the way Nepali leaders have gone about the 
constitution-making process. They are 

1) The constitution as promulgated is not inclusive. It ignores the aspirations and 
sensitivities of the Madhesis, the janjatis (tribal groups), dalits and women 

2) The violence in the Terai region can spill over into the bordering Indian areas. 
Particulalrly sensitive in this respect is Bihar, which is in the midst of a crucial electoral 
process. 

3) The most important factor behind New Delhi’s displeasure , is the feeling of being 
ignored in the constitutional process. 

India's unnofficial blockade of supplies to Nepal has severe impacts on India influence in 
Nepal . 

1) With India's blockade , China has been supplying petroluem products to Nepal and is 
now a major trading partner. 

2) China is also encouraging Nepals human rights initiatives , which will increase chinese 
influence in the region 

3) current scarcity in essential commodities, following the blockade, has made anti-
Indianism widespread. 

4) Nepal has given a ban on Indian Channels, following the blockade. 
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Ther should be some changes made in India's policies toward Nepal 

- India should ensure proper supply of basic commodities to Nepal 

- Provide financial and technological aid  

- improve trade relations with Nepal 

From these issues it is clear that India is loosing its trust and there is an increasing 
Chinese influence in the Nepal region . If the present trend continues India will 
completly lose its strategic role in Nepal. Thus India need to restructructure its policy 
with nepal for a fruitfull relationship 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India’s interests  

3) “A permanent solution on the public stockholding programmes for food 

security and special safeguard mechanism (SSM) in agriculture for the 

developing countries – these two outcomes are central to the survival of 

poor farmers in India and other developing countries.” Discuss the 

statement in the light of upcoming WTO negotiations, India’s position on 

these two issues and implication of its position on its farmers and poor 

people. (200 Words) 

India with its large portion of people under the poverty 

line, has to provide food security to them all in order to combat and eradicate 

poverty and hunger. For this Public stock holding of food grains and special 

safeguard mechanism against the import of subsidized food products from 

developed countries is paramount. Without Public Stock Holding and SSM poor 

farmers stand to lose the most and their produce will not have a guaranteed buyer 

at pre determined prices, and also markets will be flooded with cheaper 

imported products. 
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India has so far been dependent on the ‘peace clause’ with 

the developed countries which stops any debate on this matter temporarily. But 

a permanent agreement has to be reached between the developed and developing 

countries regarding these things and their classification as ‘trade-distorting’ 

subsidies have to be removed. 

The implications for her farmers and poor people if such a 

deal is reached are; 

1- Guaranteed continuation of NFSA at current levels leading to better food security. 

2- Better reach of food procurement to service NFSA and help farmers procure better 
prices for crops. 

3- Import protection to Indian farm produce against heavily subsidized produce from 
developed nations, and. 

4- Indian farmers would be able to better invest in agriculture due to better profit 
margins. 
 

Topic: Functioning of judiciary 

4) Recently the Supreme Court of India embarked on a unique process to 

involve the entire society in the exercise by inviting suggestions from the 

public to improve collegium system. Critically comment on the significance 

of this move. (150 Words) 

After declaring the Constitutional amendment which created NJAC null and void on 
ground of ensuring judicial independence and separation for powers, SC has invited 
suggestions from public for changes in Collegium system 

Positives of such a move 

- Involves citizen participation in a hitherto opaque process of appointments will 
improve transparency and reduce distrust 
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- Civil society groups can positively influence by making sure process is objective and 
based on predetermined criteria 

- The nepotism charges against some examples like Tamilnadu HC can be avoided 

Negatives 

- Appears to be an eyewash to ward of any role for executive or legislature and maintain a 
system of complete judicial dominance. 

- Doesn't address the problem of inter-institutional balance and preserves a system 
which is essentially judicial innovation 

- Completely voluntary with judicially still accountable only per its own wishes 

- Citizen groups participating may have their own agenda and the collegium system may 
continue to function the way it used to 

Overall it's better than having no amendments in Collegium, but utility will depend upon 
what suggestions are included and how they're implemented 

 

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations. 

2) Critically comment on India’s recent neighbourhood policy. (200 Words) 

India's recent neighbourhood policy have created both negetive and positive impacts on 
different countries and with India itself. India has pursued a vigorous foreign policy 
agenda with several states in India’s immediate neighbourhood. 

India's relation with its nieghbouring countries have certain positive and negetive 
aspects 

Positive relations 

1) India has signed the Land boundary Agreement with Bangladesh and Bangladesh has 
sought greater cooperation with Indian Navy to tackle "non-traditional" threats in the 
sea as the eastern neighbour gets ready to explore oil and natural gas in its waters. 

2) Respecting Sri Lanka's sovereignty, India has said it supports quest for justice by the 
people of the country who were victims of the alleged war crimes during civil war against 
the LTTE. 
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3) India have signed defence corporation with maldives ,and helped during the fresh 
water crisis after a fire at the Maldives water treatment plants 

4) With India's look east policy, India has stenghtened its military , economic and trade 
relationship wuth Myanmar. 

5) India has helped Nepal with financial aid during the time of Nepal earthquake , which 
has created good relation 

6)China today asked India to play a "constructive and positive" role in safeguarding 
peace and stability in the disputed South China  

sea. Also Military officials from India and China today held a Border Personnel Meeting 
(BPM) during which both sides committed themselves towards enhancing the existing 
cordial relations, and maintaining peace and tranquility along the Line of Actual Control 

Negetive relations 

1) The recent unofficial blockade of basic supplies to Nepal and India's involment in its 
internal issues has created an anti-Indianism widespread. 

2) Recent emergency imposed by the Maldives government has affected the relation of 
India with Maldives. 

3) India failed to resolve the Kashmir issue , border and cease frie voilation issues with 
Pakistan. 

4) India has failed to resolve the Teesta, Pheni river water disputes with Bangladesh. 

5) India have not solved the border issues with china 

Thus India should make steps toward clearing any existing issues with its neighbouring 
countries and should promote the current good relationship with those countreis for 
India's good future. 
 

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations. 

3) What are the challenges that newly democratically elected government in 

Myanmar is likely to face? How can India assist Myanmar tackle these 

challenges? Examine. (200 Words) 
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Myanamar, one of the most strategic neighbours of India and the only ASEAN member 
to share boundaries with India. 

After a prolonged Struggle of 25 Years for a democratically elected regime, the nation has 
gone for the democratic elections recently. 

However The Newly Elected government faces certain issues : 

1.Military Dominance:  

a)Even after a democratic shift the country's constitution stil keeps 25 % of the total 
Seats reserved for the Military. 

b) Key Positions like Defence , Border Security, Police are reserved for the military. 

c) Given The time lag between the formation of a new Government and Democracy the 
military can attempt again for the overthrow of democracy. 

2. Marginalised Minority and tribals :  

a)The Muslim Minorities Called Rohingya Of the Rakhine Province has faced Severe 
Discrimination during the Junta Rule and to bring them to the the mainstream will be a 
daunting task for the Government. 

b) The tribals living in the Richly endowed Forests and Hills have been marginalised and 
to take care of them and end their Alienation will be a major task. 

3.Chinese Factor: The Chinese Government being Closer to the earlier Military regime 
will try to persuade it again even under this government to Mark its demands and hence 
can lead to instability. 

4.Attracting Foreign Investment: Being reluctant to the earlier regime ,now with the 
arrival of new government the western Investors will look for a better scope in the new 
democracy and it will be important for the Government to allay their old fears and instill 
confidence in them. 

India' s Role: 

1. Guide For Democracy: Being the largest democracy of the world india can help 
Myanmar by sharing its experience for the same. 

2. Infrastructure: Kaladan multimodal transport Project, BCIM corridor are few of the 
Infrastructural Projects where India shall assist in a wider pace for the development of 
Myanmar as well as its own North East region. 



INSIGHTS SECURE – 2015 (NOV) 

 

	
GS-2	

							WWW.INSIGHTSONINDIA.COM	
	 	

	
INSIGHTS	

	
	 	

3. Avoiding Ethnic Conflicts : India Being a secular Country And having a long 
Experience of Tolerance towards minority Can Help Myanmar to achieve same with 
regard to Rohingyas. 

4.Persuade Foreign Investors: Through The multilateral foras India Can Help and even 
promote Foreign Investors to Participate in a new Myanmar. 

5.Anti Insurgency: India Can Help Myanmar to tackle its Insurgents and also the 
Malicious Golden triangle Of Drugs So that it achieve Profits for both Myanmar as well 
as herself. 

So A Strategic Neighbour like Myanmar which assists India and also acts as a gateway to 
East Asia as well as a major player towards the goal of India's north east development 
shall be assisted In each and every stage both Bilaterally as well as through Multilateral 
Foras like ASEAN,BIMSTEC.Mekong- Ganga Corporation etc. This way we shall achieve 
our Look east and Act east and indirectly a UNSC permanent seat. 
 

Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the 

Centre and States and the performance of these schemes; Health related 

interventions 

4) Write a note on the ‘Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis’ (PrEP) experimental 

project that would be introduced in Sonagachi among sex workers. (200 

Words) 

 
Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis’ (PrEP) is a medicine designed to prevent HIV infections. An 
experimental project for providing HIV-preventive medicine to sex workers of Sonagachi 
(which is one of Asia’s largest red light distric) is being launched. 

> The project is to be launched by National AIDS Control Organisation (NACO) and 
Union Health Ministry with the co operation of some NGOs working for the well being of 
sex workers. , 

>Regular medicine would be given to an HIV-negative sex worker who engages sexually 
with an HIV-positive person to prevent the spread the deadly disease. 

> The selected sex workers would undergo blood tests every three months to ascertain 
their HIV status, 
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> The project is to be financed by the Melinda Gates Foundation 

> An awareness drive for the campaign has already been taken up among the sex 
workers. 

>the use of condoms and taking PrEP medicine everyday would offer double protection 
against HIV infection. 

> Experts are forecasting that PrEP has the potential to bring down the HIV risk factor 
by 60-70 per cent among high-risk groups such as sex-workers. 

AIDS has become one of the most prevalent disease in India and also becomes a channel 
to death for some other diseases like TB, and the treatment is expensive, painful and 
state sponsored so the government must initiate and spend on such projects in other 
parts of the country also to protect the health of its people and its exchequer. 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India’s interests 

2) “India’s shift away from non-alignment remains incomplete.” Do you 

agree? Is it one of the reasons why relationship between India and USA 

have not been fully realized? Critically analyse. (200 Words) 

The recent decision of USA to give billions in aid to pakistan has raised doubts on the 
strength and nature of indo-us relationship.Since the relationship between any two 
nations is a result of past actions and future possibilities,India's famous maxim of Non 
Alignment indeed has a role to play. 

During the 1971 war when india signed a treaty of co-operation with USSR,it was 
believed that its non alignment policy has officially ended.the global landscape and 
power dynamics changed much after 1991 and also by ever increasing 
globalisation.India's shift away from non-alignment can't be put into a yes or no 
category.rather ,it has moved from non-alignment to MULTI-ALIGNMENT.with 
participation in various regional as well as global forums like BRICS,G-20,G-
77,ASEAN,SAARC,UN etc. india can't be seen as being aligned towards any particular 
nation or of not being aligned to any. 

india's half baked relationship with usa is a result of various factors and india's tilt 
towards certain nations indeed has an impact on it.like: 
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1.comparative balance between usa's interests in west and east asia.the instability in west 
asia tilts it more toward pakistan and it's desire to create a pivot in east asia to counter 
china makes india important to usa. 
for regional stability india seems to count more on proximate powers as USA has created 
more problems than solutions for india on this front . 
2.trade issues like attractive market in india but controversial IP laws. 
india's trade with china is much more important than with USA. which may hamper 
india to be an accomplice in controlling china which usa wants. 
3.non signing of NPT,CTBT etc by india. 
in this regard isa has particularly come to the aid of india(123 agreement) and this 
augurs well for their relationship.but, 
it heralded india's alignment with other nations like kazakhstan,canada,russia etc for 
nuclear fuel trade.which,to some extent,has reduced usa's importance to india. 
thus india’s ideals of panchsheel still hold ground today.the alignment we see today is 
non-alignment ideologically but alignment practically.relationship with usa is thus 
dynamic and bound to change. 
 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India’s interests 

2) Critically analyse India’s relationship with the United Kingdom. (200 

Words) 

Given our historical links with UK and their Colonial rule over Indian territory for more 
than 200 years; India have learned various eminent ways of governance from 
establishing democratic country to forming parliamentary government. 

India – UK relations: 

--- Economic: India is the third largest foreign investor in the UK, and the UK is also a 
significant investor in India. There are many bilateral trade agreements between the two 
nations designed to strengthen ties, for example, in 2005, the Joint Economic and Trade 
Committee (JETCO). 

--- Political: political relations mainly occur through the multilateral organisations of 
which both are members, such as the Commonwealth of Nations, the WTO and the ADB. 

--- Diaspora: ageing population of UK has opened various prospects to Indian Diaspora, 
there are even many British Indians who are citizens of the UK and whose ancestral 
roots lie in India, example Amartya Sen. 
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--- Cultural contacts: being ruled by Britain, India have engulfed huge amount of UK 
culture. Eminent among them is the Rastrapati Bhawan which was designed by the 
British Architect, Sir Edwin Lutyens, is a mixture of Indian and Western schools of 
architecture. 

--- City-to-City connectivity: since UK is a promising country for employment it is very 
well connected through major metropolitan cities of India. 

With recent 'Joint statements' between both the countries collaborating in the fields of 
defence and cyber security, as well as UK’s support for India’s permanent membership of 
the UNSC has strengthened the relations of both the country. This will give India’s 
schemes like Make-in-India, Digital India, Smart City etc. a big boost. 
 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India’s interests 

5) “The US hopes to eventually draw China and India into the TPP; if that 

were to happen the scuttling of the multilateral trading system will be 

complete.” Examine. (150 Words) 

2015 provided the clear image of the TPP,encompassing 12 countries and yet many 
countries to join in future which includes India & China. TPP provides for the 
acceleration in trade, investments, less restrictive common market to nurture economic 
growth of the member countries. Initiated with positives to have a strong foothold across 
the Asia pacific to tap the markets, but, it is observed to dismantle the multilateral 
trading system which has been developed for many decades. 

TPP , which provides for common market across the Asia pacific region, might make the 
multilateral trading system observed by ASEAN, SAARC & many others to become 
obsolete. With predominant & stringent policies of TPP towards investment, dispute 
settlement, environment, IPR which becomes binding on the members might push aside 
members to its back foot on critical areas. It is observed that behind the borders 
measures taken to surpass WTO, IMF might lead to dis-empowerment of such 
institutions, and member left to defend themselves through TPP resolution policies. 

Multilateral trading system was observed in sync with IMF, WTO, WIPO and others, but 
with these developments in regional pacts such as TPP might show dominance in 



INSIGHTS SECURE – 2015 (NOV) 

 

	
GS-2	

							WWW.INSIGHTSONINDIA.COM	
	 	

	
INSIGHTS	

	
	 	

tapping markets solely for the economic benefits pushing aside the social, psychological, 
geographical factors of the developing & the less developed members countries. 
 

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations 

6) Why is India concerned about the plight of Madhesi community in India, 

especially aftermath of promulgation of new Constitution by Nepal? 

Critically comment on the manner India is dealing the Madhesi issue with 

Nepal. (200 Words) 

With the adoption of democratic constitution by Nepal, there has been discontent among 
several communities, especially Madhesis since they have been divided among five 
provinces - reducing their overall power. Being one of the major backers, India too has 
shown its resentment regarding constitution’s promulgation which has not been 
inclusive neglecting concerns of its majority community. 

India is specifically concerned about Madhesi population because: 

--- Madhesi people are present in India as well. If the concerns of these people are 
unheard, turmoil can spill over in Indian regions. 

--- Having open borders and good people-to-people contact in border regions, people 
living in Terai region can migrate to India, which can cause greater problems. 

--- Nepali politicians have avoided addressing the valid and significant concerns of the 
Madhesis, which is against the democratic feature of the constitution. 

Though India did not welcomed Nepal constitution, it has shown its resentment in an 
unkind manner by stopping the flow of essential goods like oil etc. which has paralysed 
the functioning of the country causing fuel shortages and government-required 
rationing, increasing peoples’ hardship. 

This has strained Indo – Nepal relations, which led to shift of Nepal towards China. Thus 
it is essential that India being a responsible neighbour, encourage reforms through 
diplomatic channels proactively, rather than harming the nation through economic 
pathways. This would maintain cultural – political dynamics of New Delhi and 
Kathmandu. 
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Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social 

Sector/Services relating to Education, Human Resources. 

7) Do you think education, especially higher education,  in India is treated 

as a commodity rather than as a social need? Critically comment. (200 

Words) 

Indians have always emphasised on educations right from the 

vedic Upanishads. But of late, education, especially higher education has 

become more of a business transaction rather than something you do to further 

your intellect. 

Medical and Engineering education especially has 

proliferated this way, with explosion in the number of colleges, exorbitant fees 

structure and steeply dropping faculty and student coaching standards. But more 

people still take to these fields despite the ills because of peer pressure, 

social standing and perceived financial benefits. 

In order to right this attitude we can; 

1-  

Encourage children to think critically about 

what they want to do with their life and encourage their decision. 

2-  

Get rid of this Engineer/medicine/commerce or 

Bust attitude and allow students to explore more fields like the social 

sciences, arts, philosophy and history. 

3-  

Reform the system of college education by 
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getting rid of bogus and sub-standard institutes and encourage overall 

improvement in quality of higher education. 

4-  

Treat higher education as a means to improve 

your intellect and personality rather than just a way to get ahead. Both 

students and colleges have to take an initiative to bring about this change. 

5-  

Demolish social stigmas related to vocational 

education and skilled working as they are the drivers of growth of most of the 

world. 

Higher education has morphed into a many headed business 
house, which drains students and parents of their money effort and time. It is 

time we as a society changed both our attitudes and our institutions with 
respect to this 

 

Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the 

protection and betterment of vulnerable sections 

2) Critically comment on the the One Rank One Pension (OROP) issue and 

government’s response to it. (200 Words) 

One Rank One Pension (OROP) is a pension reforms movement for Indian armed forces 
personnel. Following are the issues and concerns of retired services personnel :- 

1- Unlike the civil services, where the retirement age is 60, 85 per cent soldiers are 
compulsorily retired between 35 and 37 years of age. Another 12-13 per cent soldiers 
retire between 40 and 54 years. 

2- Protesters demanding OROP also point out that civil servants cannot be discharged by 
the government on account of disability until they reach their retirement age. But 
soldiers can be discharged any time on account of disability. 
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3- Currently, the pension for retired personnel is based on the Pay Commission 
recommendations at the time when they retired. So, a Major General who retired in 1996 
draws less pension than a Lt. Colonel who retired after 1996. 

4- One Rank One Pension was an election promise of the BJP. Ex-servicemen are now 
demanding that it fulfill that promise. 

5- One Rank One Pension will benefit 25 lakh ex-servicemen. 

Government stand and concerns on OROP issue :- 

1- Implementing OROP will cost the government at least an estimated Rs. 8,300 crore 
annually 

2- For every pay increase to the existing forces, all past pensioners also have to get a rise. 
As Indians live longer this means the government has to pay pensions to each person for 
decades and at rates fast increasing. 

3- When it is implemented for the military, the other government employees, starting 
from the paramilitary, are also going to ask for it. 

4- Government's argument is that OROP is a complicated issue as it required huge 
financial cost and has many stakeholders including home ministry, defense ministry, 
finance ministry, ex-service personnel etc. Therefore coming at consensus is not easy. 

The military has a very important role to play in a democracy and any kind of conflicts 
with its general interests can have long term undesirable consequences. Top leadership 
in government should take the charge of the situation and share table with army veterans 
with a will to resolve this issue. 
 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India’s interests  

3) Despite frequent visits by heads of respective countries, the U.K.’s and 

India’s shares in each other’s exports, both goods and services, have 

steadily declined, and bilateral trade at $14 billion falls far short of their 

$30-billion goal announced in 2010. Discuss why and what measures both 

countries need to take in this regard. (200 Words) 
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Indian trade declining in the UK market:- 

1. Euro Zone crisis- This has led to a lowering down of the spending power and 
companies are cutting down on IT spending. 

2. Newer Outsourcing destinations- With maximum trade in the services sector, 
emergence of new outsourcing destinations like Phillipines are reducing the Indian 
trade. 

3. Stricter Visa & Immigration norms- Stricter Visa norms for Indian workers creating a 
less favorable environment. 

4. Defense Investments- With greater competition from global players, Indian defense 
investment have gone down for UK 

UK Trade declining in India Market: 

1. Policy paralysis- This had led to India not emerging as a favorable trading destination. 

2. Retrospective taxation- As in the Vodafone case, this inhibits newer UK investment in 
India 

3. Focus on China- UK is now more focused on China as an investment destination. 

Measures to be taken to increase the trade volume between UK and India:- 

1. One point clearance- one point clearance as in Make in India for Greenfield projects. 

2. Consistent and transparent taxation policies- As firms become sure of the future 
taxation policies they are more willing to invest 

3. Joint collaborations and ventures for Indian and UK MNCs (TATAs & Jaguar) 

4. Joint action task force for improving the current and evaluating future opportunities 
for business. 
 

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations. 

4) Recently India and Bangladesh signed the standard operating procedure 

(SOP) to operationalise the Agreement on Coastal Shipping. Examine the 

significance and advantages of this agreement for both countries. (150 

Words) 
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India and Bangladesh have recently signed the standard operating procedure (SOP) to 
operationalise the Agreement on Coastal Shipping. 

Presently Bangladesh is connected to Srilanka and Singapore through ports, and sea 
route to India is not conducive to big vessels. 

Agreement enables India and Bangladesh to extend domestic treatment to each other’s 
vessels, and to use smaller ships (of river coastal category) for frequent profitable trade. 
Thus it’s significance as It’ll enhance bilateral trade between India-Bangladesh through 
cost effective coastal shipping. 

Advantages of the Agreement: 

1) Opening of coastal shipping between India and Bangladesh would enable efficient 
movement of cargo to the North East utilising both coastal and inland waterways. 

2) The deep draft ports on India’s eastern coast can be 'hub ports' for the transportation 
of cargo to Bangladesh and derive trans-shipment benefits. 

3) With reduced transport costs, Indian ports will see larger influx of cargo. 
 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India’s interests 

2) It is said that India clinging to non-alignment as its international identity 

since Independence, which had little inclination for defence diplomacy with 

other nations, is now slowly building military partnerships around the 

world. Discuss this shift in India’s foreign policy. (200 Words) 

Newly independent India was sandwiched between the a 

power-bloc struggle between the USA and the USSR, therefore our leader of the 

time chose to stay away from it all so as to divert resources to build the 

vital social and economic capacities of our nation. This was done by following the 

policies of ‘panchsheel’ as well as limiting military cooperation and defence 

arrangements with most countries. 
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India in the 21st century is a regional 
powerhouse and it shares interests in many strategically important world arenas 
form the straits of Hormuz to the Straits of Malacca. This along with concerns 

like nuclear proliferation, terrorism and organized crime has led to shifting 
to more active defence coordination with other countries and concluding defence 

partnerships. This trend was started a little earlier by ex Prime Minister P.V 
Narasimharao and has been carried forward by subsequent governments. The recent 
military engagements like the Malabar, Hand in Hand and AUSINDEX with USA, 
China and Australia respectively and various defence agreements for weapons and 
technical co-operation with the USA, Russia, Israel and border talks with China 

and Bangladesh show India’s concern and her shift in stance to an active player 
in the defence sphere and the stepping of Indian governments from the shadow of 
Non-Alignment. 
 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India’s interests  

3) Critically comment on India – Israel defence partnership. (200 Words) 

 
India-Israel are are unique examples of countries separated by geography and ideology 
which came together primarily owing to the commonality of the problems ( Islamic 
terror and Hostile neighborhood) they face which buttered their needs for for the mutual 
support. India has relatively new relation with Israel which include defense imports 
which includes electronic warfare equipments and some other. The advantages hence are 
: 

1)New technology radar, missiles, avionics and various other military warfares which 
gives a boost to the defense parameter of the country. 

2) India is the largest customer of Israel's military equipment hence is also bringing in 
the best technology for defence. 

3)India hence can borrow the best defense startergy for which Israel is well known. 

4)India and Israel are also cooperating in the commercial space sector and ISRO is used 
to launch Israeli satellites eg.Tecsar. 
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5) These cordial relations further indirectly paves the way for bilateral economic ties 
which includes agriculture, biotechnology and Information technology. 

Negative aspects : 

1)The launch of Tecsar irked Iran which had been a strong Indian supporter. 

2)Buying defense equipment from Israel means they already have much more advanced 
technology, so basically India is behind most of the world's best countries in terms of 
defense. 

3)India has been a supporter of Palestein, but these relation is seen by it with suspicion. 

4)India has a high diaspora in the gulf nations which are a major source of remittances, 
but the boost in these relations may indirectly affect them. 

5)Internal division within the political parties of the country cause of vote bank politics 
which sees this relation as a turn on and off with the change of powers. 

The countries focus should shift towards boosting the defense sector by more investment 
in making indigenous military equipment rather than depending more on defense 
relations. The recent step to relax the norms to 49% FDI in defense with automatic route 
can be seen as an optimistic and futuristic step. 
 

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations. 

4) Examine the objectives and importance of Strategic Partnership 

Agreement (SPA)  signed between India and Afghanistan in 2011. (150 

Words) 

 

In 2011 Afghanistan and India signed a Strategic Partnership Agreement (SPA) for 
regional peace and stability, which was first such partnership in Asia. 

OBJECTIVES OF SPA: 

1) Political and Security Cooperation 

2) trade and economic cooperation 

3) capacity development and education 
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4) social, cultural, civil society 

5) people-to-people relations 

India collaborates with Afghanistan in rebuilding of air links, power plants, health and 
education sectors as well as helping to train Afghan civil servants, diplomats and police. 
India also provided Afghan government with 4 MI-25 helicopters. 

IMPORTANCE OF SPA : 

1) Given that Afghanistan’s socio-economic fracture is exploited by the terrorists to 
recruit, a multi dimensional cooperation is needed to fill socio-economic gap. 

2) Neighbouring countries like China, Iran and Russia can collaborate with Indo-
Afghanistan on the lines of SPA to ensure regional stabillity and development after 
withdrawal of NATO forces. 

3)It is important because the very gap construed by political instability becomes the 
breeding ground for organisations like ALQaeda and IS. 

Recently there’d been a trust deficit between the two countries due to Afghanistan’s 
decisive shift to Pakistan, because of which second meeting for SPA had to be postponed. 
However, India should now look into SPA renewal as regional stability is in India’s 
interest as well. 
 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India’s interests 

5) Do you think the BRICS concept has become redundant post the 

formation of several new multilateral fora? Critically analyse. (200 Words) 

Due to the various initiatives like the AIIB, the Chinese 

Silk Road project which affect both world and Asian-African political and 

commercial scene, questions have been raised about the Viablity and the use of 

the BRICs as a fora for socio-economic and political gouping. 

But it would be too early to write off the Brics because; 
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1-  

It has made several efforts to institutionalize 

its various initiatives like the BRICs bank which has been formed. 

2-  

The structure of BRICs is smaller and more 

compact, leading to easier grouping, discussion and decision making. 

3-  

It contains members, who due to their economic, 

demographic and military prowess could be game changers in the world landscape. 

4-  

The BRICs grouping also contains 2 permanent 

members of the UN security council so the relevance of the grouping in that 

regard is also high. 

5-  

Lastly, the members of the BRICs stand to gain 

from each other and their grouping, and it is in their interests to continue 

BRICs. 

Therefore, though there are various political forces, 
including bi and multi-lateral agreements signed with which may affect some of 
the BRICs nations, the fact remains that it is still a very important world 

grouping and if handled well could may well be the foremost challenger to the 
West’s domination of international discourse 

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations. 

6) “If ultra-nationalism gains ground in New Delhi, it will only escalate 

further in the neighbouring capitals — where the easy path to ultra-
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nationalism has always been through opportunistic anti-Indianism.” In the 

light of India’s foreign policy in recent months vis a vis its neighbours, 

critically comment on the statement. (200 Words) 

One can change one's friends but not neighbors. India's geopolitical reality makes it 
imperative that India has cordial and cooperative relations with its neighbors. Our 
national security and economic interests will be best served when we have peaceful and 
engaging neighborhood. 

But recent events have been discouraging on this front. Collapse of talks with Pakistan, 
blockade at Nepal's border and subsequent anti-Indianism within Nepal, China's water 
diplomacy in Maldives and distancing of India's influence and no substantial progress on 
Tista-Water treaty with Bangladesh have raised doubts on our foreign policy direction. 

Few blame that India is displaying sign of ultra-nationalism which in turn promotes anti 
India sentiments in our neighbors. Analysts say that this will drift them towards China 
and some of them already started playing China card e.g. Nepal-China energy 
agreement. This could be setback to India's economical and security interests in the 
region which India has cultivated arduously through decades. 

Although, guarding our national interests should be top most guiding principal of our 
foreign policy but it should not be projected as Big-brother attitude towards our 
neighbors. Neither party politics should guide our behavior towards neighbors. It will be 
in best Interest of India if it follows the Gujral Doctrine which had ‘non-reciprocal 
magnanimity’ as a prime feature to promote friendly and cooperative South Asia. 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India’s interests 

2) Analyse important areas of cooperation between India and Brazil. (200 

Words) 

India and Brazil are emerging economies which have diluted powers of developed 
nations not only in fields like trade and commerce but also their say in multi-lateral 
organisations. Since both the nations have similar socio-economic problems it is 
imperative that they join hands to make development following same path. 

Areas of cooperation: 
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--- UNSC reform: both countries want to expand the purview of developing countries in 
the UNSC permanent membership to make UNSC more democratic, legitimate and 
representative. They are even backing each other through groupings like G4. 

--- Trade liberalisation: being one of the biggest countries of their respective continent, 
joint trade agreements can open new markets for the both the country. 

--- Socio-economic development drive: exchange of best practices in the fields of poverty 
alleviation, education, urbanisation etc. through greater people-to-people contact. 

--- Collective effort towards climate change: since both the countries have vast coast line 
and one of the biggest basin i.e. Amazon Basin in Brazil and Ganga – Brahmaputra Basin 
in India; it is required that both take collaborate climate mitigation efforts like 
rehabilitation to face the drastic situation. 

--- FDI relations: increasing population and available skilled and unskilled manpower 
creates high potential for investments. 

--- Other multi-lateral organisations: forum like BRICS which has given rise to NDB 
(New Development Bank) has turned power hegemony of world forums like IMF, WB. 

Since both the nations are moving on a similar path, it will be win-win situation if they 
make co-development in above areas of cooperation. 
 

Topic: Development processes and the development industry 

3) One of the outcomes of big projects such as dam constructions is the 

displacement of humans from their original habitats. With suitable 

examples, critically analyse how has India treated and rehabilitated such 

displaced people. (200 Words) 

Dams lead to ironical results. On one hand, they provide water for irrigation and 
electricity for development, on the other hand, this comes at the expense of hundreds of 
villages which are submerged in the process. 

Indian state's response to protect these displaced people has been far from satisfactory 

1. Planning process- The opinions of the villages which are about to be submerged are 
not taken during the site selection process 
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2. Protests , as in by those displaced from the Tehri Dam, often goes unheard 

3. The protesters also could face police brutalities. This was widely seen against the 
Narmada Bachao Andolan protesting against the height of Sardar Sarovar Dam on 
Narmada river 

4. The rehabilitation, promised job opportunities take years to fructify 

5. Corruption leaves out hundreds of displaced for those who give bribes. 

Although, in recent times welcome changes have been seen. 

1. Land aquisition bill has raise the price of aquiring land to at least double the market 
value 

2. The Social Impact Assessment test provides for awarding projects only after wighing 
the cost benefit ratio 

3. PESA act requires permmission from Panchayats in tribal areas before diverting away 
the land of these tribals. 

Now that the laws are in place, the focus needs to shift to proper implementation and 
monitoring so that development is Inclusive and covers even the poorest of poor 
 

Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the 

protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections 

4) It is said that majority schools in India are not equipped to address the 

safety and other needs of children in school premises. Identify these 

inadequacies and discuss how will you deal with such shortcomings 

assuming you are a district education officer. (200 Words) 

Children spend maximum hours in school so a sense of security and other basic 
amenities in schools are indispensable . But in India majority of the schools are ill 
equipped to address the safety and other needs of the children. 

The basic shortcomings are 

Safety: 
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1) child unsafe construction of buildings 

2)lack of adherence on fire safety norms. 

3) lack of speed breakers in school zones and unchecked speeding. 

4) school buses being driven by unlicensed and ill experienced drivers. 

5)open manholes outside school gates. 

6)sexual molestation and corporal punishments especially in boarding schools. 

Amenities : 

1) absence of clean filtered drinking water facilities. In India only 4% of schools are 
providing this. 

2)no separate toilets for boys and girls. Lack of toilets are one of the main reason for girl 
dropouts. 

3) most of the schools are deprived of proper play grounds. 

4)lack of full equipped medical room with qualified first aid or nursing staff. 

As a DEO I would take the following steps 

1) I would ensure that schools building should be approved by municipal corporation, 
police and fire departments. 

2) with the help of MEOs I will conduct frequent inspections to ensure the compliance of 
the schools for prescribed norms. 

3) steps would be taken to install CCTVS in school premises, GPS tracking systems in the 
school buses etc. 

4) with the permission of higher authorities I would try to make police verification 
mandatory be appointing school teachers, staff etc. 

5)conducting teacher training on safety techniques, mock disaster drills, constituting 
redressal cells in schools etc. 

6)I would try to make the provisions that drinking water etc and school cafeteria should 
be inspected by health inspector regularly. 

I acheving all these things I would try to make parents, school management, children, 
concerned departments in the district as partners. 
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Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various 

sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

5) Critically evaluate the focus and performance of Centre’s Swachh Bharat 

Mission. (200 Words) 

Swach Bharat Mission was started on October 2, 2014. Since the date of implementation 
25-20% targets have been achieved till now. 

The various achievements are : 

1) Its massive campaign against ‘open defecation’ was a success leading to change in the 
behavioural perception based on the success stories from Uttara Pradesh (Darora), 
Punjab (Ludhiana) etc. 

2) Around 80 lakh toilets have been built so far. 

3) Ministry of Railways has built bio-toilets for coaches which also help in reduction of 
manual scavenging. 

4) Private sector (under CSR) and social service organizations (Sulabh) are working with 
nodal agencies. 

However there have been challenges too, such as: 

1) Access to toilet in SC/ST and Muslim community is less than the national average, 
which shows regional variation, across socio-religious groups. 

2) Training about garbage disposal, location of dustbin, etc is missing in civil engineers 
and administrators. 

3) Though it has brought about a degree of change in major cities of india, yet remote 
corners are overlooked where solid waste management is still a big problem.  

4) Toilets built do not have appropriate drainage. To tackle this we should focus more on 
bio-toilets and provision of running water - not only will it be environmental friendly, it 
will also reduce instances of communicable diseases and eventually bring a change of 
mindset amongst people. 
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Institutional change needs to come about by enabling municipalities to do more 
(increasing their finance and autonomy) and changing single minded focus from 
building toilets. Behavioral change needs a greater push and together as a society we 
should move on to composting and efficient garbage management. 
 

Topic: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 

6) Discuss the importance of and measures to encourage, the right to 

disagree and tolerance of contrary opinions within the government by 

officials and how to increase appointments of quality officers to senior 

positions to improve governance. (200 Words) 

Importance: 

1. Civil servants are expected to be politically neutral but not policy neutral. However, 
civil servants's involvement with policy should not be emotional but intellectual(2nd 
ARC). This also helps in maintaining balance in policy making as political executive can 
be biased.  

2. Committed bureaucracy means commitment to Rule of law, welfare of the poor, to 
one's service and sense of duty, established code of ethics and implementation of settled 
policies and program. These imperatives dictate that contrary opinions within the 
bureaucracy needs to be promoted. 

Measures: 

1. Political culture in India does not support neutrality. It nurtures loyalism. This needs 
to change through evolving all party consensus. 

2. Whimsical civil services personnel management at discretion of political executive 
needs to change. Need of the hour is to strictly implement guidelines in TSR 
Subramaniam vs UOI case, 2013. 

3. Performance management should be strictly based on merit rather than toeing the 
political line. 

4. Need of a comprehensive civil services law under Article 309. 

Appointment of quality officers at senior positions: 
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1. Lateral Entry should be mainstreamed- only way to break the back of cadre based civil 
service. 
2. Introduce "Domainization". After 10-20 years of service all civil servants must be 
asked to pick a domain and then confine their career to that domain.  
3. Separate technical services from common civil services exam.  
4. Establish psychological profile of candidates. An SSB type interview with 
modifications can be applied to civil services.  
5. Institutionalize the concept of training for all rather than just AIS and central civil 
services. The present training structure focusses disproportionately on Group A and B 
officers. 
6. Mid Career training should be properly institutionalized with focus on soft-training 
skills. 
7. Training should be linked to career advancement. 
 

Topic: Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the 

Judiciary 

7) “Under the scheme of the Constitution, the final interpreter of the law is 

the court, not the legislature or the executive. Judicial independence is, 

therefore, central to democracy because it is the judiciary which helps the 

realisation of the Rule of Law and protection of human rights.” In your 

opinion, what features of judiciary and steps taken by courts ensure judicial 

independence? Critically discuss. (200 Words) 

Judiciary is one the most critical pillars essential for democracy as a final interpreter of 
the constitution, plays a counter-majoritarian role and preserves the "Rule of law". 
Following features are present in the constitution to ensure judicial independence: 

1. Judges of the higher judiciary(HC/SC) can be removed only the grounds and in 
manner prescribed in the constitution. 

2. Salary, allowances are charged expenditure and can not be diminished to one's 
disadvantage during his/her term.  

3. Post-retirement restrictions 
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4. Articles 121- Conduct of a judge can't be discussed in parliament unless motion of 
removal of a judge is under process. 

5. Judicial personnel management has been freed from executive interference. 

6. Rule 180 of Lok Sabha- Self imposed restriction of ordinarily not discussing sub-judice 
matters. This provision is outside the constitution and has been misused at times. 

7. Contempt of court proceedings 

Steps taken by Courts for judicial independence: 

1. The most recent step being striking down the NJAC Act which aimed at replacing the 
collegium system to appoint judges to higher judiciary. Collegium system has been 
criticized as being opaque, undemocratic and without any clear criteria for assessment of 
judges. 

2. Judgments in the First, second and third judges cases where SC gave primacy to the 
opinion of CJI U/A 124 and made it mandatory for executive to concur with CJI's views. 

3. Diluting the "Locus Standi" requirements for PIL to ensure social justice and place a 
better check on executive/ legislature. 

However, appointment of judges to political posts post retirements, corruption in 
judiciary, opaque nature of appointments of judges, huge pendency in courts, inability to 
share power by opening of more benches- all have raised serious questions on the 
credibility of judiciary and it needs to reform internally as an institution to promote 
transparency, accountability and its democratic character. 
 

Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the 

Centre and States and the performance of these schemes; 

3) Critically evaluate the Weather-Based Crop Insurance Scheme (WBCIS) 

implemented under the Union government’s National Crop Insurance 

Programme (NCIP). (200 Words) 

WBCIS is an insurance product for cultivators which provides insurance against losses 
from adverse weather condition. It is not a Yield guarantee insurance i.e. it does not 
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cover loss of yield due to non-weather factors such as poor farming practices, pest 
damage etc. 

The various ways in which WBCIS is beneficial to farmers are- 

1. Majority of crop losses in India occurs due to parametric weather-related risks  

2. Framers are given compensation even if the crop doesn’t fail but the quality is low 

3. The government provides subsidy in premium which ensures that the premium 
payable by the cultivator is affordable 

4. The insured is not required to file for claims as the insurance is automatically 
calculates it based on data from the local Reference Weather stations 

5. The government’s insurance liabilities are closed-ended 

The drawbacks of this scheme are –  

1. Nexus between Insurance company and weather agency to prevent farmers from 
obtaining insurance benefits 

2. Technical challenges in designing weather challenges as historical weather data for 
greater periods (upto 25 years is required) 

3. Customer service issues such as convenience in enrolment, resolution of queries and 
responsiveness of intermediary 

Steps which can be taken to improve the scheme –  
1. Improve India’s Remote Sensing capabilities to ensure better assessment 
2. Aggressive pursuing the scheme’s universalization 

3. Setting up a national agency for crop loss data collection, analysis, maintenance etc 
 

Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the 

Centre and States and the performance of these schemes; 

2) In your opinion, what entails women empowerment? Recently the 

government has proposed to merge Mahila Samakhya (MS) programme 
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with NRLM. Do you think this proposal, if implemented, would help more 

women empowerment? Critically examine. (200 Words) 

To judge merging of Mahila Samakhya(MS) with NRLM, one has to understand the 

objectives of both. NRLM is a demand driven strategy, to reduce poverty by enabling 

poor households to access gainful self employment and skilled wage employment 

opportunities. Mahila Samakhya program launched to pursue the objectives of the 

National Policy on Education, 1986. It recognizes that education can be an effective tool 

for women empowerment. 

The merging of MS with NRLM has serious concerns rather than positives such as 

> The NRLM has failed to address the structural constraints in society that 

disadvantaged women such as dalits. 

> NRLM can be seen as complementary program rather than a substitute to MS. 

> The merger can deviate the objectives defined by MS. 

The values which are determined in NRLM has also emerge in MS such as 

> Ownership and key role for the poor and their institutions as like in MS the collectives 

(Sanghas) women has a key role and ownership by doing their desired activities. 

> Community Self reliance and self dependence is same in both schemes. 

The empowerment of women is all about enhancing self esteem and self confidence of 

women by educating them. It is possible by giving enough opportunities and informed 

support for women to engage , develop, fostering their mental abilities by removing 

prejudices from their mind and society. To foster the real success and to make women 

competitive the NRLM should act as a complimentary for MS to support economically, 

and to sharp women innate capabilities. 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India’s interests  
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3) Critically assess India’s engagement with South – East Asia. (200 

Words) 

India has had cultural and trade relations with SE Asia since ancient times. In the post-
colonial period India’s Non-Aligned Policy found acceptance in SE Asia. However, 
relations dipped during the cold war. Relations were revitalized between India and SE 
Asia’s most significant block the ASEAN after 1992. The various avenues of engagement 
are: 

1. Political –  

(i) Cooperation in the NAM especially with Indonesia 

(ii) India was accorded a Full Dialogue Partner in 1995 in ASEAN conferences which 
increased India's scope of participation in AEAN conferences 

(iii) Annual Indo-ASEAN summits since 2002 to sustain deepening of political 
cooperation 

2. Strategic – 

(i) Cooperation with Myanmar regarding NE India and countering illegal opium trade 
from the ‘Golden Triangle’ region 

(ii) The Andaman and Nicobar islands are located close to Myanmar and Thailand.  

(iii) Cooperation with Vietnam to counter China’s arm-twisting in South-China Sea 

3. Trade – 

(i) India is a software powerhouse while ASEAN countries have prowess in hardware 
manufacturing 

(ii) Trade in other goods like coal, oil palm, minerals etc is also significant 

(iii) To enhance bilateral trade, a FTA was signed with ASEAN in 2012 giving way to the 
ASEAN becoming one of our largest trade partner 

4. Cultural –  

(i) Advent of Buddhism in SE Asia through Indian monks which allows India a degree of 
soft power in SE Asia 
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(ii) The IMT Highway is expected to further India’s relations with SE Asia and ensure 
greater people-to -people contact 

5. Irritants –  
(i) Presence of anti-democratic powers in countries like Myanmar and Thailand 
(ii) Drugs trade from Golden Triangle 
 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India’s interests  

3) Critically assess India’s engagement with South – East Asia. (200 

Words) 

Structural reforms are those that alter the way government works and are institutional in 
nature. e.g. reform of subsidy regime, increased spending on social infrastructure and 
GST. 

Transformative reforms are those that go beyond specific proposals to reform existing 
programmes and policies. They address structural causes by linking systemic issues. 
They may include structural or radical proposals but their ultimate goal is beyond these 
to bring COMPLETE TRANSFORMATION. eg proposed National Health Assurance 
Mission: India’s universal health plan. 

While structural reforms are necessary to ensure growth in the long term, the first and 
foremost aim of transformative reforms is catering to human needs by transforming 
existing system. 

Critics argue that the slew of economic reforms introduced by the government are 
neither structural nor economic as : 

1) The widely appreciated power reforms though a genuine achievement still leaves the 
central problem untouched by lack of monitoring mechanism and compulsory 
compliance of states. 

2) Foreign direct investment relaxation fails to address the very real questions 
surrounding the growth of e-commerce i.e. legal and policy framework for foreign 
institutions in India. 
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3) Lower fiscal deficit, stabilised the rupee and the current account deficit, and reduced 
inflation is directly related to global fall of oil prices, than any specific govt action. 

However, they are not completely right, as the government has brought mammoth 
programmes for transforming India : Make in India, Skill India and Digital India to 
promote employment - manufacturing, skilling of demographic capital and efficiency in 
governance. Due to their diverse application, the results would take some time to 
manifest fully. Along with it structural reforms like GST and universal health policy are 
in the way as well. 
 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India’s interests  

2) “The large, regional trade blocs are the new paradigm for international 

trade and India is ill-prepared for this new trade regime.” Discuss. (200 

Words) 

Large RTAs like TPP and RCEP have steadily gained acceptance for conducting trade due 
to the following reasons –  

(i) Member nations can mutually lower tariffs among themselves, giving an impetus to 
higher trade volume 

(ii) Greater bargaining power for such groupings if they put up a collective from on 
multilateral platforms like WTO 

(iii) Ability to internally bypass strict WTO norms regarding labour standards, 
environmental standards, IPR etc 

Reasons for India’s ill-preparedness –  

(i) Over-dependence on the self-consumption driven nature of Indian economy 

(ii) Lack of will to address IPR related issues in India such as evergreening, export of 
generic drugs etc.  

(iii) Insufficient measures to align the standards of Indian goods with global norms 

(iv) Archaic labour laws such as the colonial-era Trade Union Act 1926 
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(v) Land acquisition issues related to SEZs  

(vi) Poor state of infrastructure and energy generation in India 

Negative impacts on India if it doesn’t join any RTA like the TPP or RCEP –  
(i) Diversion of trade and Foreign investment and decline in outsourcing of services from 
India 
(ii) Risk of India being subjected to conditions like the ‘Yarn Forward Rule’ of TPP which 
excludes and non-TPP member from availing duty-preferences. This would make Indian 
goods uncompetitive 
(iii) Can sabotage India’s renewed emphasis on ‘Act East Policy’ 
 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India’s interests  

3) Analyse India’s relationship with Singapore. Some states in India want to 

emulate Singapore and build such cities. Have they been successful? 

Critically evaluate. (200 Words) 

India-Singapore relations can be analysed under the following heads – 

1. Historical – 

(i) Trade relations since the time of Chola dynasty in South India 

(ii) After Singapore’s independence, its first PM Lee Kuan Yew promoted close relations 
with India 

2. Political –  

(i) Singapore supports India’s bid for a permanent seat in UNSC and its expanded role in 
ASEAN 

(ii) Emphasis on deepening political cooperation under the 5-S plank 

3. Economic –  

(i) CECA was signed between them in 2005 which improved bilateral trade 

(ii) Singapore is the second-largest source of FDI entering India 
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4. Cultural –  

(i) Large Indian community in Singapore primarily engaged in white-collar jobs 

(ii) Tamil is one of its official languages 

Attempts by States to emulate Singapore’s model –  

1. Andhra Pradesh has collaborated with Singapore for its proposed capital Amravati 

2. Delhi has sought Singapore’s assistance in setting up a World Class Skill Centre 

However, their success will depend on matching Singapore in the following–  

1. Clean government, efficient service delivery and rule of law 

2. Improving educational levels to promote services sector 

3. Development of port cutting-edge port facilities for coastal states 

4. Improving Human Development Indicators like life expectancy, IMR, per-capita 
income etc. 

As long as the groundwork done by States regarding their human capital is strong, 
emulation of Singapore’s model is not a distant dream. 
 

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations. 

4) “China’s desire to replace US hegemony in Asia remains the most serious 

flashpoint for war in the region.” Critically analyse. (200 Words) 

With with the rise of China in the past three decades, it has engaged USA in a power 
struggle for influence in Asia. The various issues which can give rise to a conflict are – 

1. China’s aggressive oil exploration steps in South China Sea which has forced USA to 
increase its military presence in this region specially to protect the sensitive Malacca 
Strait 

2. China-Japan conflict regarding the ownership of Senkaku islands and the extension of 
Chinese ADIZ over these islands 
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3. Modernization of China’s military capabilities specially its missile programme which 
can hit any territory in USA 

4. Cybersecurity issues between the two countries 

5. China’s continued support to the nuclear armed North Korea which considers USA as 
its foe 

However, a war between the two is unlikely due to the following reasons – 

1. Both are nuclear-armed nations and a nuclear war would result in “Mutually Assured 
Destruction” of both countries 

2. Chinese economy is dependent on a strong Western economy to ensure its continued 
exports-led growth trajectory 

3. China holds over $1 trillion of US T-Bills 

4. They are committed to addressing other global issues such as terrorism, climate 
change etc. 

Hence, although tensions between the two countries have arisen in recent time, a 
conventional war is highly unlike due to the interdependence of the two countries. 
 

Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social 

Sector/Services relating to Health 

3) According to a recent World Health Organisation (WHO) study, some of 

the neighbours of India, which are very poor, have made substantial 

progress in achieving Millennium Development Goals(MDGS) whereas 

India is still lagging. Examine the causes and suggest remedies. (200 

Words) 

 

The causes responsible for India’s muted progress in achieving the MDGs compared to 
its neighbour can be analysed as follows: 
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(i) Goal 1 (Eradicate extreme hunger and poverty) – India’s progress in addressing 
hunger is unsatisfactory due to low agricultural growth, ineffective PDS and high out of 
pocket expenditure for health concerns while countries like Bhutan and Maldives have 
better targeting and healthcare facilities 

(ii) Goal 5 (Reduce MMR by 3/4th) – India has focused on providing antenatal care and 
focused less on emergency obstetrical care while countries like Sri Lanka have 
emphasized on training skilled midwives 

(iii) Goal 7 (Halve the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water and 
basic sanitation) –India has lacked behind in the second primarily due low usage of 
latrines by the Economically Weaker sections 

Remedies – 

(i) Hunger –  

(a) Universalization of PDS to prevent any leakages and faulty targeting 

(b) Revamping of State APMCs and establishment of a National Agricultural Market 

(ii) MMR –  

(a) Focus on emergency pregnancy services and establishment of dedicated delivery huts 
in rural areas 

(b) Emphasis on sanitation and raising awareness through media campaigns 

(iii) Sanitation –  
(a) Public awareness regarding the harmful effects of open defecation such as increased 
vulnerability to diarrhoea, cholera etc 
(b) Establishment of low cost bio-toilets and encouraging PRIs to promote them 
 

Topic:Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the 

Centre and States and the performance of these schemes 

4) Many housing schemes in India have failed to provide houses for all. 

What are the challenges housing schemes face and examine if design of 
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newly launched housing schemes could address previously faced 

challenges. (200 Words) 

Challenges faced by Housing Schemes in India – 

1. Indira Awas Yojana (Housing for Rural Poor) –  

(i) Interference by Panchayats and faulty BPL list 

(ii) High transportation and material costs especially inhilly areas 

(iii) Inadequate coverage to SC/ST families 

2. Rajiv Awas Yojana (Housing for slum dwellers) – 

(i) Overlapping with other urban poor dwelling schemes 

(ii) Developed States unwilling to part with land for slumhousing 

(iii) Slum dwellers were apprehensive to the idea of relocation 

3. Interest Subvention Scheme (Increase credit flow to the Housing sector) –  

(i) Limited bank response due to the high risk associated with lending to informal sectors 

(ii) Small loan sizes which were insufficient to construct Houses 

(iii) Low coverage 

The newly launched ‘Housing for All by 2022’ has attempted to address such issues 
through following measures –  

1. Subsuming IAY and increasing the per unit subsidy for house construction 

2. Flexibility to States in providing Slum rehabilitation grants to any slum rehabilitation 
project 

3. Mandatory reforms to ease up urban land market 

4. Setting up a Technology Sub-mission to facilitate adoption of modern, green buildings 

Other measures –  

1. Proposal for creation of an Urban Housing Fund out of unutilized PSL funds 

2. Allowing FDI under the automatic route in Construction and development sector 
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3. Allowing External Commercial Borrowings for Affordable Housing projects 

These measures are clearly aimed at addressing the design shortcomings of the previous 
schemes and with an increased focused on decentralization of designing and 
implementation, the new measures will not face much opposition from the States either. 
 

Topic:  Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, 

conduct of business, powers & privileges and issues arising out of these 

5) Discuss the functions and importance of departmentally related 

parliamentary standing committees to India’s parliamentary democracy. 

(200 Words) 

Departmentally related Standing Committee (DRSC) evolved as parliamentary 
innovation in 1993 to tackle the 'guillotine' of key legislature due to paucity of time. It 
has evolved as a 'mini-parliament' with proportional representation of all parties. There 
are 24 DRSCs at present with 31 members each 21 from LS and 10 from RS. 

-DRSC performs the important function for scrutinizing Demand for Grant,bills of 
concerned ministries and present a report. 

-It ensures executive and financial accountability of the government. 

-Several complex nature and technical legislature and policy issues are referred to DRSC 
which may not 

-It works all through the year in small groups ensuring accomodation of diverse views of 
stakeholders and experts. 

-It working ensure a check on populist and hasty measures. 

-The reports prepared by DRSC help in breaking deadlock on contentious issues and also 
serve as warning to executive in case of laxity in functioning. 

-It has representation for both the houses ensuring say to both state and centre on 
critical issues. 

DRSC has led to efficient parliamentary functioning and strengthening of democratic 
framework. 
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Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their 

structure, mandate. 

2) “The Paris terror attacks seem to have challenged the foundational ideals 

that form the basis of the European Union.” What are these foundational 

values? Why are they challenged? Discuss. (200 Words) 

The foundational values of the European Union can be observed in various political 
treaties such as the Rome Treaty and the Maastricht Treaty of 1992. These treaties were 
instrumental in creating borderless States in Europe which came to be known as the 
Schengen Area. 

The non-requirement for passport checks along country borders and other measures 
such a usage of a common currency (Euro), setting up of institutions like the European 
Parliament and European Central Bank etc. has assisted Europe in ensuring greater 
material prospects as well as better cultural relations among the inhabitants. 

However, few recent events which have challenged the foundational values of EU are–  

(i) The Greek sovereign debt crisis and the risk of the PIIGS countries leaving the Union 

(ii) Differences over the quota of refugees to be accepted by members 

(iii) The recent Paris attacks which forced France to suspend the Schengen Agreement 

In addition to economic benefit, the EU has also put up collective fronts in the WTO and 
climate-change discussions as well as joint cooperation in military research, 
development of medicines etc 

A breakdown of this interdependent framework, will have far-reaching impacts on 
Europe as well as other nations of the world due to EU’s significant economic and 
political weight. Even though the present times are challenging, a united Europe is in 
world’s best interest. 
 

Topic: Basic structure; Judiciary 
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3) “The the 99th Amendment violated judicial primacy and the basic 

structure of the Constitution.” Critically examine. (200 Words) 

Supreme court has recently struck down the 99th Constitutional amendment act which 
constituted a National Judicial appointments commission for giving the executive a 
significant role in the appointment of judges. 

1. Judicial primacy in appointments of judges was established in the Second(1993) and 
Third judges case(1998). However, the constitutional convention for giving primacy to 
the opinion of CJI was already in place before that. Out of 348 recommendations, only 7 
were turned down by Central government(1993). 

2. Primacy of Executive prevailed formally for 4 decades yet India had some of the best 
judges in this period. In contrast, several appointments made through collegium process 
have turned out to be erroneous.  

3. The view of the constituent assembly was that CJI should not be the final authority in 
appointments. Justice J S Verma, the principal author of collegium judgement is on 
recored as having stated that the process has been a failure.  

4. Collegium erodes the federal character of the judiciary and reduces HC judges to mere 
subordinates of SC judges. It suppresses dissent and incentivizes HC judges to curry 
favor with SC judges. 

Although it can be reasonably argued to an extent NJAC infringes upon "Judicial 
Independence" which is an integral part of the basic structure of the constitution and two 
eminent members can end up becoming political tools to give executive primacy over 
appointment of judges. However, SC judges have a number of tools at their disposal to 
save a statute from unconstitutionality and one such established convention is "Reading 
down a statute" which the court conveniently ignored in this case. For ex- SC could have 
specified provisions for the qualifications of eminent persons. Going forward, the court 
needs to reinstate the faith of the common people in judiciary and devise a process to 
give due weightage to multiple opinions( executive, civil society etc) in appointments 
while ensuring transparency and accountability. 
 

Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social 

Sector/Services relating to Education, Human Resources. 
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4) “The main problem with higher education is not the poor quality of 

intake that universities have to deal with. The systemic problems 

underlying the deficient quality of teaching in the university are more 

important and cannot be ignored.” Critically comment. (200 Words) 

This debate about the university problems in India hitherto has confined around how the 
intake of the students into the elite univerities and institution has been of age-old 
methods. But there are many other problems/factors that contribute to this not so good 
quality of education in India, ranging from the lack of endowment culture as in the 
foreign universities, focus on professional education (quantity instead of quality of 
degree holders), poor school education and poor paychecks to faculties. 

However, the most prominent reason is the deficit quality of teaching standard in most 
of the universities : 

1) Most of universities are known to have faculties who have just graduated, and not even 
a post graduate. 

2) In order to cut their costs, the universities are known to employ faculties who are in a 
need of money and ready to work for minimal payments. 

3) The faculties instead of teaching their students are known to be preparing themselves 
for different jobs, thus ignoring their student database. 

4) Faculties instead of improving their knowledge imparting skills, are known to 
threaten their students about the power of awarding marks they have in the final exam. 

5) Most of faculties have minimal experience in teaching and are almost instantly 
allotted classes with students from senior batches. 

6) The standard of study material being provided is of low standards, specially for 
subjects of humanities. 

However, the fact that many talented students bag packages worth millions in college 
placements keeps the ray of hope in the education system intact. 

Seeing the present scenario about the substandard quality of faculties in premium 
schools, there is no doubt that most of students passing out from the schools in different 
fields are mere people with a degree and no basic knowledge about the subject. Inspite of 
standards endowed by the MHRD about the minimal qualifications of the faculties, it is 
not being followed. A redressal mechanism given to the students of every university may 
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make sure about a check in the current system, and malpractices on the inclusion of 
inexperienced faculties with fake degrees sometimes. 
 

Topic:  Issues relating to development and management of Social 

Sector/Services relating to Education, Human Resources. 

5) Since independence, India has formulated and revised the National 

Policy on Education thrice. Analyse these policies and suggest what should 

be the objectives of New Education Policy. (200 Words) 

With the commencement of post-independent era, it was conceived that education is a 
one of the facet for development of the country. In line to this three National Policies of 
Education (NPE) has been framed since then, which had following principles and 
challenges: 

NPE 1968 (on the recommendation of Kothari Commission, 1964-66): 

--- Led to formation of skeletal dealing primarily with the establishment of a national 
system of education. 

--- Fulfilling compulsory education for all children up to the age of 14, as stipulated in 
DPSP at that time, and the better training and qualification of teachers. 

--- Focus on learning of regional languages. 

Challenges:  

--- State governments were consequently not so concerned about the policy proposals. 
Led to transfer of ‘education’ from List II to List III envisaged in VIIth Schedule in 1976 
(42nd CA). 

--- Central government emphasised more on Hindi language and Sanskrit, which led to 
reluctance in implementation. 

NPE 1986: 

--- Special emphasis was given to remove disparities and to equalise educational 
opportunity for SC/ST communities. 
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--- Encouraged women education through scholarships, developing girl-child institutions 
etc. 

--- Launched "Operation Blackboard" to improve primary schools nationwide. 

Challenges: 

--- Unable to form strategy to differentiate best students for higher education. 

Programme of Action 1992 (under NPE 1986): 

--- Framing of common entrance examination on all India basis for admissions. 

--- New schemes like SSA, RMSA, RUSA and more – focussing marginalised sections. 

--- Insertion of new article 21A, namely Right to education (86th CA, 2002); and the RTE 
Act, 2009. 

Challenges: 

--- Lack of quality standards in each level of education. 

--- Indian universities still far behind Foreign Universities in world ranking. 

Way forward for new education policy: 
--- Adequate standards must be framed taking care of competition and anxiety that are 
linked to it. 
--- Compulsory education to children of age 3-6; as recommended by the Law 
commission. 
--- Creation of fair and supportive system that encourages teachers and other staff 
member. 
--- Up-gradation of infrastructure like labs etc. 
 

Topic: Poverty and hunger 

2) In the light of recent survey by Swaraj Abhiyan, a farmers’ activists 

group, which found that more than 80 per cent of households in 

Bundelkhand reported cutting down on consumption of pulses and milk 

while more than three-quarters reported they were increasingly eating roti 

with just salt and spices, it is argued that it is imminent on the part  of 



INSIGHTS SECURE – 2015 (NOV) 

 

	
GS-2	

							WWW.INSIGHTSONINDIA.COM	
	 	

	
INSIGHTS	

	
	 	

government to implement agrarian reforms. Critically analyse these 

reforms. (200 Words) 

Being a rain-dependent crop growing country, it is imperative that changes in weather 
patterns drastically impacts agrarian economy of India. Since almost 60 percent of 
workforce is involved in agriculture sector, directly or indirectly, cases of deficient 
rainfall has led to increasing number of farmers’ suicide and inflating prices due to loss 
in crop production. 

Besides rainfall deficit, there have been other factors which have aggravated the 
problems. These are: 

--- Credit system: farmers are still dependent over money lenders for monetary support. 

--- Use of excessive chemical and fertilizers which reduced yields drastically. 

--- Improper use of ground water and lack of irrigation facilities have compounded the 
problem. 

--- Lack of proper insurance facilities, leading to debt traps. 

--- Lack of education among farmers, have led to improper use of land resource. 

--- Failure to implement land reforms, leading to division of land in smaller parts. 

Way forwards: 

--- Promotion of practices like crop rotation, organic farming, and soil check-ups. 

--- Implementation of reforms in FCI as recommended Shanta Kumar HLC, so that 
farmers are adequately remunerated. 

--- Impetus to non-farming activities like horticulture, dairying, honey cultivation etc. 

--- Formation of cooperative societies, generating benefits for all farmers. 

--- PPP models to integrate supply chains, boosting R&D activities and development of 
weather resistant and environmentally sustainable seeds. 

--- Financial inclusion of every farmer household. Scheme like PMJDY is a step in right 
direction. 
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Since shortcomings in farming sector also impact the nutritional behaviour of farmers, 
which leads to vicious cycle of poverty; it is required that proper institutional reforms are 
implemented. 
 

Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the 

Centre and States and the performance of these schemes; 

3) It is reported in media that recently launched insurance and pension 

schemes by the union government are struggling. Examine why. (200 

Words) 

Issues with insurance and pension schemes – 

1. Pradhan Mantri Sursaksha Bima Yojana –  

(i) Risk of inflated premiums due to the absence of mandatory medical test 

(ii) Risk of denial of claims based on self-declarations of policy-holders 

2. Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana –  

(i) It is a pure life insurance product i.e. the premium is not paid back to the policy 
holders on termination, acting as a disincentive for people looking for insurance 
products as investments 

(ii) Low premium values which is increasing the costs for insurance companies in 
bringing these products to small towns and villages 

3. Atal Pension Yojana –  

(i) Strong penalty for defaulting which may be unavoidable for unorganized workers 

(ii) The return rate is lower than the FD rate of India Post (8.4%), making the scheme 
unattractive 

Some measures which can be taken to improve the performance of these schemes –  
1. Directing bank officials to make the applicants aware of the non-requirement of 
mandatory medical tests for PMSBY and PMJJBY 
2. Allowing insurance companies to moderately adjust the premium values for low-
access regions 
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3. Instead of completely terminating the account of APY defaulters, disincentives such as 
lower or even negative interest rates can be adopted 
4. Inflation-indexing of returns to encourage long-term investments 

5. Quick disposal of insurance-claim cases to ensure continued confidence in the 
schemes 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


