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Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations 

Q.It is said that the Buddhism has begun to acquire an 
unprecedented weight in India’s Asian policy. Critically examine 
why and what would be its consequences. 
 

Buddhism has emerged as one of the potent instrument in India’s foreign policy directed 
towards the Asia. This renewed vigour towards Buddhism and its use as a foreign policy tool 
has multiple reasons which are: 
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a) India is the birth place of Buddhism therefore the entire Buddhist community in Asia has 
a spiritual affinity towards India, providing avenue for soft power diplomacy. 

b) All major Asian nations have sizeable Buddhist population, paving way for people to 
people contact. 

c) Buddhism itself offers a middle path to reign worldly desire, to exist peacefully and in 
environmentally sustainable manner. All these are latest diplomatic themes and India’s thus 
see an opportunity to be a torch bearer in this arena. 

d) Religious based conflict have escalated at global level and global diplomacy is assimilating 
religion to arrive at meaningful 

solutions. India can’t be oblivious to the emerging trend. 

But the religion based diplomacy has to be tread cautiously to reap positives while checking 
negatives. 

POSITIVE CONSEQUENCES 

a) Spiritual Leadership: India can emerge as the spiritual leader for not only Asia but for the 
entire world community, thus adding a feather to its soft power. 

b) A peaceful Asia that may emerge if integral for the rise of India. 

c) Asian community id deeply religious thus spiritual integration will take our foreign 
relation to an all together new level. 

CHECK LIST 

a) It should not derive India to religion based association thus loosing focus on interest 
based diplomacy. 

b) India’s neighbour especially Sri Lanka, Myanmar have Buddhist community at axe with 
other religious group. Our inclination towards Buddhism may sent wrong signals to these 
minorities in homeland and may provide opportunity to disgruntled element to affect 
internal security. 

The path of Buddhist diplomacy need a calculated move, one that secures the principle of 
“Sarv Dharma Sambava” and simultaneously bolster our Soft power to present us as a 
rightful contender for global superpower. 
 
Topic:  Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 
interests, 
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Q. Compare and contrast how will the implementation of 
Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar (BCIM) corridor and the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)  will impact India’s 
interests in the region. Also suggest what modifications, if made 
to these two initiatives, will help the countries in the region to 
cooperate each other peacefully. (200 Words) 
 

Globalization and liberalization gave huge impetus to geography of world in policy making 
leading to geopolitics and geostrategy. Asia is no exception to it and that is what has been 
envisaged by BCIM corridor and recently concluded CPEC. 

BCIM is a multilateral sub-regional organization connecting Dhaka,Kunming,Kolkata and 
Mandalay for greater integration of trade and investment by a network of road,railways,ports 
and communication.However, envisaged in 1999 now is seen as extension or part of China's 
"Belt and Road" initiative. It coincides with India's"Act East Policy" by giving access to 
numerous markets in Southeast Asia. BCIM will bring northeast states more closer to India's 
mainland by reducing distance through Bangladesh.It would benefit India and Bangladesh 
both from huge reserves of natural gas with Bangladesh.However,it creates a suspicion of 
China hegemony and make borders more porous amounting to security concern. 

CPEC on other hand is a bilateral economic initiative envisaging to connect Kashgar to 
Gwadar port passing through Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (pok) leading to sovereign and 
security concern for India.Unlike BCIM India is not part to CPEC and thus don't have direct 
influence.However, CPEC will boost Pakistan growth and progress by investing one-fifth of 
Pakistan's GDP which will help Pakistan tackle internal problems and a peaceful Pakistan is 
always in interest of India. 

For making "Asian Century" a reality India-China regional cooperation is vital which needs 
to be extended westwards through India by connecting BCIM With CPEC.CPEC need to be 
extended to Afghanistan and India through Punjab and Kashmir thus turning the securitical 
threat suspicion to advantage. It has the power to culminate into faster IPI(Iran-Pak-India) 
gas pipeline and help make the disputed border in Kashmir more peaceful. 
 
Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations. 
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Q. In recent years, it is  apparent that establishment of peace 
between India and Pakistan is becoming elusive. Critically 
analyse the factors and examine if it is in the interest of India to 
compromise its stand on some of the issues to evolve a win-win 
outcome. (200 Words) 
The relations between India and Pakistan have been complex owing to many historical and 
political factors. 

Factors responsible for stalling peace process: 

1. Continued ceasefire violation across the Line of Control (LoC) is one of the major reasons 
often leading to intolerable environment for dialogue. 

2. Targeted terrorist activities against India by state and non-state actors from the Pakistan 
soil is a serious concern from Indian side. In spite of providing proofs in many cases, 
Pakistan failed to cooperate in bringing culprits to justice. 

3. Pakistan is standing on a feeble and pseudo democratic set up. There the army has a 
strong voice over both internal and external matters. Other non-state actors have made 
Pakistan not strong enough to proceed with dialogue. 

4. Media hype of minor events is often creating uncomfortable situation for both sides. It is 
highly unlikely to proceed where one is seen as at leverage over the other. 

It seems there will be no possible visible change in the fact that ‘Kashmir is an integral part 
of India’. Further, the Win-Win dialogue between both nations can yield a level of 
compromise. But, it must first create a healthy environment through certain time-tested 
diplomatic instruments. 

1. Trade can be an answer. Increased trade through north-western part of India can facilitate 
economic dialogue on a different front. 

2. People-to-People contact, inviting Indians to visit Indus Valley sites in pakistan or inviting 
Pakistanians to visit famous mosque, darghas and other culturally related places. 

3. Backdoor diplomacy out of media glare can run in parallel to grab low hanging fruits like 
cultural development and think tank dialogue exchanges. Cooperation in SAARC, BIMSTEC, 
TAPI and other platforms too an effective engagement. 

This relation demands novel solutions which can be given by time as it lapses. Such 
opportunities must be utilized to solve the long-standing disputes. 
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Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, 

5) It is argued that the 2007-08 global financial crisis continues 

to alter the world’s economic scenario and has left some lasting 

impact on India and the world. Critically examine. (200 Words) 

The ripples of the 2007-08 global financial crisis continues to spread unabated affecting 
India as well as the global economy. 

Impact of the crisis on the world: 

a) Sovereign crisis: Countries such as Portugal, Italy, Greece and Spains(PIGS) were in 
severe soverign debt crisis and the problem exists even now. 

b) Trade: The economic crisis precipitated trade imbalances as the export reduced 
drastically. 

c) Banking reforms: Call for implementation of Basel III norms for a stable monetary 
structure. 

d) Role of the government: Noe-liberalism is being questioned and the recognition of the 
Keynesian economics. 

e) signing of Trade Facilitation Agreement(TFA) under the aegis of WTO for seamless flow of 
goods and services. 

Impact on India: 

a) Reduced exports, especially to western countries 

b) Financial reforms (eg: financial sector legislative reforms commission) 

c) Diversification of trade to Africa and Latin America. 

d) Formation of BRICS Bank and joining AIIB. 

The recent crisis is China is an eye-opener to the fact that the crisis is far from over. The 
situation has to be treated as an opportunity to correct the flaws in the international financial 
system. What is required is coordination among all the nations instead of 'begar-thy-
neighbour' policy among countries. 
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Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests  

6) In the light of weakening Russian economy and its global 

standing, should India continue to buy its defence requirements 

from Russia or should it buy from USA and other Western 

powers? Critically analyse. (200 Words) 

 

Thanks to European political crisis, slowdown in oil prices and a general stagnation in the 
world economy, Russian economy has been hard hit. 

Of late , this has also resulted in problems to Indian defence like 

1. Delay in building/selling defence equipments.  

2. Resultant price escalation eg with Admiral Gorshkov 

3. Sub standard machines and maintenance.  

4. Western defence equiments are often more technologically advanced  

5. Politically, Russia is no longer a superpower, as in the yesteryear 

Benefit of Russian equipments 

1. Russia/ USSR has been a reliable defnce partner in the past providing help at crucial 
junctions 

2. She has more eager than the western nations to provide TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER, eg 
she leased INS Chakra which helped us build our own nuclear submarine 

3. 70% of our total defence goods are Russian made. Their maintenance requires Russian 
tools/technique 

4. Russian products are usually cheaper 

So, should India buy from any one block? No. The need is to open our defence market to all. 
Greater competition will result in drop in price and will increase the choice available to us. 
In fact, as a founding nation of NAM we must respect its principles. We can't side with any 
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one block. Rather need is to stay neutral and engage constructively with both sides and 
garner each countries own benefits 
 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests  

7) Discuss India’s economic and defence relationship with 

Australia and its significance for India’s ambitions in Asia – 

Pacific region. (200 Words) 

 
India's historic partenership with Australia is set to move to the next level as India seeks a 
greater role in the Asia Pacific region, with Australia's cooperation. 
Economic partenership :- 
1/ Trade :- Bilateral trade is worth $40 billion and Australia is India's 8th largest trade 
partner. Worryingly trade has seen a 20 % drop last year. Proposed CECA could remedy this. 
2/ Investment :- India requires $1.1 trillion of investment in infrastructure. The expertise of 
Australian companies makes them best suited to fill this gap. 
3/ Energy :- India sources a major part of its coal requirements from Australia. Australia's 
decision to sell uranium to India will help meet the target of increased nuclear energy 
production. 
4/ Education :- Australia helps in the formation of India's human capital with one lakh 
Indian students studying there. Australia's new Colombo plan will help Australians study in 
India . 
Military partnership:- 
1/ Maritime cooperation :- Indian and Australian navies currently engage in disaster relief, 
humanitarian and search and rescue operations. This can be upgraded to include anti 
submarine warfare and special forces operations. 
2/ Bilateral military exercises :- The first bilateral maritime exercise AUSINDEX will be held 
soon helping enhance inter-operability of the two navies. 
Significance in Asia Pacific :- 
1/ Economic :- India, with Australia's help will be able to boost trade ties with the economies 
of this region. RCEP will help in economic integration. 
2/ Strategic :- India can win support for its aspirations as a permanent unsc member by 
engaging constructively with ASEAN, IOR-ARC and East Asia summit. Australia plays a key 
role in these organisations. 
3/ Defence :- China's territorial disputes in the South China sea , indicates its desire to 
implement string of pearls strategy. India via military cooperation with Australia and later 
forming a trilateral group with Japan can protect its interests in the Asia Pacific. 
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For better answer: 
http://a.disquscdn.com/uploads/mediaembed/images/2462/6285/original.jpg?w=800&h 
 
Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 

and the performance of these schemes; 

4) Critically discuss the challenges faced by disabled persons 

in gaining employment in the India and the measures taken by 

the government to address this issue. (200 Words) 

 
Disabled persons are in fact differently abled persons but the stereotypes and prejudices 
attached to them by society makes them disabled. As a result they are discriminated on 
multiple counts. 

Firstly the design of merit system of selection is ignorant of the capacities of differentlyabled 
persons. Criteria of selection are made to suit a normal person while depriving 
differentlyabled. Together with colonial legislation, bureaucratic apathy and societal denial it 
becomes a perfect cocktail for harassment. As a result a differentlyabled person is generally 
neglected in 

matters of appointed unless he shows nerves of steel. Ira Singal (UPSC Topper) is a case in 
point. 

To overcome these disabilities government has taken various steps like: 

a) Person with disability act was passed to curb discrimination against differentlyabled. 

b) Fixing 3% job quota for them. 

c) Building rules are amended to provide facilities like ramp to improve working conditions. 

d) A system of scholarships are designed to help them acquire knowledge needed for fulfil 
the qualification criteria for selection. 

e) Marakkesh agreement is recently signed by GoI to facilitate access to published work to 
help improve the educational level. 

f) National disbility policy provides an overarching framework to eliminate any form of 
discrimination. 
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With a web of legal framework government has to an extent succeeded to protecting 
differentlyabled. But still a lot needs to be done to sensitise the government officials and 
society in large so that differentlyabled are facilitated rather than discriminated. 
 
Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests 

4) It is argued that the plummeting oil prices could sow the 

seeds of the next recession. Do you think so? Substantiate? 

(200 Words) 

In an interconnected world inflation or deflation beyond a range for any sector proves 
detrimental to the entire economy. The same is true in the case of plummeting oil prices. 
Continuously dipping oil prices will set a vicious cycle that can trigger an economic 
recession. 

As the oil price decreases cost of most of the product decreases as its the universal r/m. The 
customers sensing deflation hold their 

purchase in anticipation of further fall in prices but the production is increased as the 
companies try to create inventory of products due to low cost of r/m. This creates a 
situation similar to 1929 economic recession with stocks piling up but no one to purchase. 

Globally many countries especially members of OPEC witness reduction in their coffers. 
Their economies shrink and have contagious effect on global economy as every country is 
part of global supply chain. 

Stock exchange too witness distress selling of stocks as the investment in oil sector fails to 
give good returns. Banks which have extended loans to the oil companies have to 
restructure debt and even face repayment crises. 

As a result a spiral down effect puts the entire global economy to the back foot. Depending 
on the extent of deflation this spiral down effect may have a pandemic effect on global 
economy and may trigger a new economic crises. 
 

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests 
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5) India had been trying to join APEC since 1993. Why do you 

think India’s has not been made APEC’s member and what are 

the likely benefits for India and APEC if the latter makes India 

its member? Examine. (200 Words) 

APEC (Asia Pacific Economic Corporation) is a forum for 21 Pacific Rim member economies 
that promotes free trade throughout the Asia-Pacific region, mainly concerning financial 
integration. 

--Some of the reasons for India’s long absence in APEC are: 

1. India is not a part of the Asia Pacific region 

2. As APEC is about free trade, some of India’s protectionist policies and low quality of 
bureaucratic departments, acts as a deterrent. 

3. Inability to shape long term policies, due to uncertain long term political structure also 
poses a problem to ensure compliance with APEC’s pre-requisites 

4. Several tariff and non tariff barriers along with loose IPR laws also pose a problem. 

--Prospective benefits: 

1. India is proposed to be the 4th largest economy by 2020 by the World Bank, which will be 
a huge benefit for any regional trading club including India, due to the huge potential market 
ability. 

2. For India, it will bring more trade, which will need more infrastructure, resulting in 
formation of more jobs. Also, it will help in strengthening India Act East policy, which may 
come in use to gain membership of groupings like ASEAN too. 

3. India will have to undergo more economic reforms, to attain compliance with APEC’s 
rules, which will be beneficial for the local population too. 

--Such partnership of mutual benefit is set to help the progress of both fronts in this 
agreement. It will also contribute to India’s initiatives of Make In India, which is proposed to 
tackle several economic and social problems of the country. 
 

Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 

to  Education, Human Resources.  
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6) Do you support the re-introduction of the old pass-fail system 

or continuation with the current automatic promotion (referred 

to as “no-detention policy [NDP]”) to the next class, brought in 

as part of the implementation of the Right To Education Act 

(RTE, 2009)? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

The present education system of India is mostly inherited from the colonial times, with little 
contribution from the more than 100 amendment laws. 

--A complete inclination towards any of the two concepts mentioned will be a deterrent to 
the future of the education system, as the traditional pass-fail system leads to excessive 
pressure on the children with no consideration of the innate abilities; whereas the NDP 
removes the incentive to learn, with the assurance of passage to the next class, irrespective of 
a child’s competence to learn higher concepts. 

--Although the RTE did bring an end to the authoritarian measures of the school authorities 
to measure everyone on the same scale, it also brought NDP, wherefrom the quality of 
literacy was not given much consideration. Parents in rural areas, still kept the children busy 
in household chores, as they were of ward’s admission to next class. 

--A middle path can be chosen, taking the best measures from both policies, so as to 
restructure the education system according to the needs of the country. 

--Education is not confined to the conventional books prescribed by any authority, but it 
extends to nurturing a person’s intellect. 

--Keeping this in mind: 

1. Exams should be replaced by regular assignments, keeping each child’s interest in mind. 
Classes should be more participatory to make the education process effective. 

2. Employment of faculty should be given due attention and regular tests of the teachers 
should also be carried out, to ascertain their abilities according to changing needs. 

3. Salaries of teachers should be adequate enough to attract more people in education sector 

--Such measures can help in revolutionising the education process and help in developing 
employable students and initiation of a better nation 
Topic: Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme with that of other countries  
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2) Critically examine and compare how affirmative actions in 

India and USA have the backing of their respective 

Constitutions. (200 Words) 

affirmative action means positive intervention of state to uplift the hitherto backward and 
vulnerable sections of society to empower and improve their standing in society. both india 
and usa have taken steps backed by constitutional provisions, in the name of welfarism and 
inclusion. 

INDIA 

1. article 15 and 16 explicitly mentions about the positive discrimination in favour of SC ST 
and SEBC, in matters of employment and education. 

2. DPSPs state the ideal of welfarism. they direct state towards  

a) giving free legal aid to poor. 

b) reduce inequality  

c) treating women with respect and free education to children upto 14 years. 

3. schedule 5 and 6 specifically reserve additional benefits for the regions in matters of law, 
administration and courts. 

USA  

the US provides for equal protection fo laws, bu the affirmative action can be made 
compatible with it. however this has not been mentioned in the constitution and hence can 
be easily repealed or amended. this is not possible in india. the positive action is limited only 
to the education in the universities whereas in india its in education employment and 
legislature. 

both india and US suffer from inefficacy of policy implementation. still the vulnerable 
communities remain vulnerable. there is politics being played in the name of vulnerability. 
however both the nations are capable enough to evolve a better understanding and policy 
idiosyncratic to themselves for betterment of all. 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests 
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3) Do you think G – 20 is an effective forum to address India’s 

concerns on various issues affecting its interests and security? 

Analyse. (200 Words) 

G-20 is an international economic forum for governments and central bank governors from 
20 major economies including USA, UK, India, China. It was created in the wake of 2007 
financial crisis due to inadequate representation for emerging economies in core global 
economic discussion and governance. 

The G-20 is an effective forum for India to raise its concerns because : 

1. It represents most of the major economies of the world , hence has a wider presence 

2. Equal representation for all countries and decision by consensus  

3. It involves the Bretton woods Institutions and EU in its discussions to ensure its work is 
well integrated 

4. A meaningful interaction with the financial heads of major economies can help India put 
forwards its concerns for stabilising the global market. 

But there are some limitations for effective redressal of India's concerns, as: 

1. G-20 is only a forum, and its actions are not binding on its member nations. 

2. G-20 is more of an economic forum and India cannot put other concerns on it, off-late the 
increasing non-economic discussions have diluted the mandate of G-20 

3. The G-7 advanced group of countries still hold a major presence in G-20, and it has been 
criticised that G-20 was formed to legitimise the G-7 

4. Not all nations of the world are a part of G-20 

So, in effect G-20 remains a toothless global platform to raise India's concerns. Hence, India 
should limit its issues to economic reasons and voice its opinions on stabilising the global 
economic markets. 
 
Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations. 
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4) Write a critical note on Bhutan’s Gross Happiness Index and 

its importance for country’s economy and environment. (200 

Words) 

hutan's Gross Happiness Index is a novel method of evaluation, based on four pillars: 

1. Good governance 

2. Sustainable socio-economic development 

3. Cultural preservation 

4. Protection of environment 

This has had many positive effects like: 

1. Helping define a clear path of development based on Bhutan's socio-cultural roots, instead 
of following the western growth model. 

2. Key role is helping protect and improve their environment. Bhutan has a forest cover of 
70%. It is rich in bio-diversity. 

3. Conservation of culture with less proliferation of the western culture of denims. 

However, there are negative effects that include: 

1. Lack of a clear comparison. There is no clear index to compare Bhutan's growth or 
'happiness' against other nations. Indexes like the HDI are a better measure in this aspect. 

2. Lack of clear survey methodology, makes the Happiness index easy to distort by the 
government. The Bhutanese index does not factor in the stories of the Lhotsampa, the Hindu 
minorities subjected to persecution and ethnic cleansing in South Bhutan. 

3. For the above two reasons, this index can be quickly distorted to show the Happiness of 
the 'Majority'. 

In conclusion, the Happiness Index in Bhutan is a novel experiment in assessing socio-
economic and cultural growth. However, it is very vulnerable to distortion to reflect interests 
of the government or the Majority. 
Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 
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3) Providing better drinking water and sanitation facilities in 

both rural and urban India should be a priority for any 

government. Critically comment on the efforts made by 

successive governments in this regard with special focus on 

recently launched Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan (SBA). (200 

Words) 

Safe clean drinking water and sanitation facility is the basic right of a citizen and has been 
can be seen as the way towards fulfillment of Right to Life guaranteed by the constitution. 

Several govt. right from the time of independence have focused on providing safe drinking 
water in rural areas under different schemes like Accelerate Drinking Water Supply, Swajal 
dhara, Niramaldhara program etc. 

Howere the recently launched SBA is unique in the sense that it combines the goals of 
Sanitation and Clean Drinking Water supply. 

The SBA covers different dimensions of the problem right from manual scavenging to 
household toilets aend issue related to elimination of caste based discrimination 

There need for change in the rural habits of open defecation is palpable.  

It leads to several communicable disease as well as outrages the dignity of women folks. 

Similarly govt. deparments like rail has been the biggest employer of manual scavenging, 
which leads not only to seriois health issues but is also against the basic human right to live 
the life of dignity. 

Also the worl of scavenging is reserved for backward section of the society which creates 
caste based inequalities 

SBA intends to address all the issues. 

However there are certain operational challenges which are faced by SBA 

1. Problem of manpower. Not enough manpower to implement scheme at ground level 

2. Problem of funding: Main source of funding is CSR fund and not public funds. 

3. High cost associated with toilets: In rural india toilets are seen as luxury. People are 
reluctant to spend thousands on building and then maintaining them. 
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SOme suggestion: 
1. DRDO has recently developed bio toilets which can operationalised at low cost and will 
require very low cost of maintenance 
2. The bio toilets can attract people as it converts excreta into bio gas. This will take of of 
rural energy shortage. 
3. NREGA workers can be roped in and may even be given the status of permanent 
employees. This will resolve the issue of manpower shortage. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests 

4) Do you think Cold War 2.0 is building up? Substantiate. In 

your opinion, learning from its past mistakes, how should India 

align itself if there is a Second Cold War. (200 Words) 

cold war was a situation of mutual hostility in the form of ideologies that tended to propagate 
themselves at the expense of other. this included huge military build up without actually 
fighting. the present situation between china and the US is somewhat similar, but is noway 
near to the cold war era. 

1. the US is already a established power, china on the other hand is a challenge to that 
hegemony. it has rivaled it in the form of multilateral institutions financial, trade economic 
and infrastructural like AIIB, MSR, silk route RCEP. 

2. there is increasing military budget of china, to counter US fleets in pacific and aggressively 
claim territorial jurisdiction. 

3. increasing russian and chinese relation seen in the context of anti us and nato. 

however, new cold war can be refuted because :- 

1. today's world is driven by multipolar power centres.  

2. there is no clear power bloc of china joined by other countries. 

3. china itself indulged in border problems with almost all its neighboring countries. 

4. china rise is not seen by many in good stead 

5. US and china mutual dependence is very strong both economically and financially. 
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INDIA'S ROLE 

cold war era sidelined india into a quasi russian bloc, given india's NAM leadership and 
russian tilt simultaneously. todays india cannot be categorised into any block, because india' 
dependence on both US and china is huge. moreover india's actions are to be driven by its 
own interest which is high inflow of investments and technology and rapid social economic 
development, for that it would require resources from all over the surplus world. 

india should avoid being grouped and utilise its swing state synonym to its advantage and 
maneuver the global conditions to its advantage, till it itself becomes a global superpower. 
 
Topic:Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Education, Human Resources. 

5) Critically analyse the problems of teacher education in India 

and remedies required to address these problems. (200 Words) 

Teachers play a vital role in educating and inspiring the young generation to become the 
demographic dividend of the future generation.Teacher Education is a crucial area which 
urgently needs focus in order to develop the standards of pedagogy in India. Unfortunately it 
is suffering from many deficiencies and structural issues. 

Major issues related to Teacher Education: 

1. Majority of aspiring teachers do not have basic concepts of mathematics, leave aside 
teaching to students. 

2. Results of TET shows dismal figures of only 3-4 percent of them passing the eligibility test. 

3. Although NCTE lays down the minimum qualification criterion for appointing tecahers at 
various level, but some states have sought relaxation in minimum qualification in 
recruitment as teachers. This has created a large pool of 'untrained teachers'. Around 20 
percent of regular teachers and 40 percent of contact teachers did not have professional 
qualifications for elementary education. 

4. Those teachers not meeting the qualification were mandated to get it within five years, but 
this remains unmet. 

5. Widespread corruption in appointment of teachers as seen in Haryana, Madhya Pradesh 
and with variation in other states also. 
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Justice Verma Commission and Poonam Batra Committee were appointed to look into 
teacher education. Their recommendations were based on creating new teacher education 
programmed in multi disciplinary environments. There should be Composite Institutions 
providing more than one teacher training programmes, collaborating with various 
disciplines to create a rich environment for research and quality improvement. In order to 
achieve quality improvement strengthening of in-service teacher training is required along 
with pre service training programmmes. 

Concerted effort in improving the quality of elementary education, capacity building of 
teacher training institutes and standardised training programmes can greatly help in 
enhancing the teacher education in India. This will propel the nation towards knowledge 
economy and a hub of knowledge creation. 
 
Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 

to Health, Education, Human Resources.  

5) It is argued that the teacher management systems in public 

elementary education is crucial to improve the quality of school 

education in India. Examine the components of teacher 

management system, its present status and the need for its 

reform in India. (200 Words) 

Teacher Management policy has to meet the three important components: 

1. Provide enough teachers 

2. Enable teachers to do ‘good work’ from both pupils’ and teachers’ view 

3. Respond to the major existing constraints 

The concerned academic authority is the National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE), an 
entity constituted in 1993 for coordinated development of teacher education in India. 

Present Status: 

1. There is no formal comprehensive Teacher Management Policy in any state in India. 

2. It continues to be driven by a supply-oriented traditional administrative approach. 
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3. Lack of the capacities and resources to undertake regular inspection and assessment given 
the expansion in schooling that has happened over the past two decades. 

4. Teacher education is still happening in stand-alone institutions with no integrated studies 
in the respective fields. 

Suggested Reforms: 

As far back as 1964–66, the Education Commission had discussed concerns relating to 
teacher management and education in India. 

1. Poonam Batra Committee (2013)- recommended teacher education system in multi-
disciplinary environment to improve the educational outcomes of the students. 

2. IT enabled Infrastructure and resources revamp to meet the demands of the expanded 
school network. 

3. Capacity building of teachers through educational institutions that can offer inter-
disciplinary research offers in place of stand-alone institutions. 

4. Implementing NCTE norms regarding promoting teaching employment and career 
progression of prospective teachers. 

A steady increase in interdisciplinary interaction and access to greater resources is certainly 
expected to benefits student and teachers over a period of time. 
Topic: issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structure 

6) Critically examine why some sections in the northeast are 

demanding the implementation of an Inner Line Permit (ILP) 

system. (150 Words) 

Inner Line Permit (ILP) is a provision by a which a particular state can regulate inflow of 
outsiders as to to protect the cultural and socio-economic essence of the region. In India ILP 
in presently required in Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram and Nagaland. The Meitie community 
of Manipur is currently agitating for ILP in Manipur due to the following reasons: 

1. Huge inflow of migrants from other states and Nepal, Bhutan has threatened inhabitant 
about alienation of land 

2. Tribal community (Meitei in Manipur) have spearheaded the state in matters of culture, 
economy etc but inflow of migrants threatens this position 
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3. The socio-economic opportunities meant for tribals are lost to outsiders 

4. There is a strong divide between various communities in NE. For ex Dimapur lynching 
pointed to the hatred of Nagas towards outsiders 

5. People from NE face discrimination in other parts of India, as noted by Bezbaruah 
Committee, discouraging their migration thus people of NE suffer from a one-way inflow of 
migrants and thus are protective about their states 

6. The demand for ILP is also rooted in the evident regional disparities present in India 

7. No profit sharing by companies for their resources so they want to restraint them 

Why the demand is flawed? 

1. At a time when govt is putting excessive focus on development of NE, such barriers can 
prove to be counter productive 

2. 'Act East' policy alongwith pacts like BCIM requires NE states to emerge as a unified 
economic zone 

3. Most of the migration is via railways and so huge coordination (b/w Railways and local 
authorities) and manpower will be required to see if ILP is implemented properly, such 
problems have been experienced in Arunachal Pradesh. 

4. ILP if enacted will be very difficult to implement as it is nearly impossible to detect 
"outsiders" in the state 

Such protests call for meaningful dialogue between protestors, Union govt, state govt and 
neighbouring states and pacifying the agitators about the perceived threats to their culture 
and economy and promoting mutual harmony and economic cooperation between the NE 
states 
 
Topic: e-Governance; Issues relating to development and management of Social 

Sector/Services relating to Education, Human Resources.  
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2) It is agreed that E-learning could be the key to addressing 

the education challenges in the country today. How can digital 

technology be used to improve learning skills and quality of 

education? Discuss. (200 Words) 

e-learning refers to using the power of internet and the electronic gadgets like 
smartphones/ televisions to study and teach. It has the potential to make learning holistic, 
participative and inclusive in nature. Here's how 

1. Internet and gadgets help to supplement book based learning by involving interactive 
videos, images, Presentations etc. This also helps to check exam-oriented learning 

2. Internet is extraordinarily vast. This helps to expand the reach of learning much beyond 
the conventional books. 

3. The technology is mostly free. Rich and poor alike, can equally benefit promoting 
inclusive education led development 

4. Free Video lectures such as those on NPTEL by the IITs and on MOOC websites such as 
Coursera, edx help by-pass the shortage of infrastructure and reputed colleges. 

5. Learning is not age restricted. Thus, it also promotes adult literacy. 

6. Skill development is also promoted as the participants can interact live with the 
subject/industry experts using video-conferencing technologies. 

The govt is already implementing the NOFN and Digital India to spread internet to every 
nook and corner in the country. The next step now should be to equip schools with learning 
techs. The principal requirement would be to distribute tabs to every schools. The input will 
be very cheap. The output though, will be magnanimous 
 
Topic: issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structure 



 

 

Insights	Secure	Q	&	A	
Paper	-	2	

																																					September	-	2015	
	 	

www.insightsonindia.com	
INSIGHTS	

													www.insightsias.com	
	 	

3) It is argued that ending unearned privileges of both top civil 

and military services would help repair civil-military relations. 

Examine what these privileges are and critically comment on 

this issue. (200 Words) 

Recently the declaration of OROP has increased differences between the civil and military 
bureaucracy. Now many bureaucratic unions like the railway officers etc are too 
demanding a pension scheme on lines of OROP. But a closer analysis reveals that the rift 
lies in the unearned priviledges that both the bureaucracy avail, and thus while deciding 
pensions, such benefits should also have been taken into account. 

Military priviledges: 

1. Defence enclaves: Special enclaves have been created for their residential purposes. 
Also throughout their lives live in mansions in cantonment areas. 

2. Subsidised canteens: The day to day household expenses are almost nil because 
their canteens are heavily subsidized. 

3. Defence personnel reservation: many state universities, offer reservation to wards 
of defence personnels. 

4. Army schools and colleges: Preference for admission of children in these schools is 
always for wards of defence personnels. 

5. Orderlies services: Its disheartening to see that higher military personnels avail the 
facilities of orderlies who are treated as full time servants. 

6. Defence grounds and messes: their functions, weddings etc hardly are expensive 
due to use of defence grounds for functions and weddings purposes. 

Civil bureaucracy priviledges: 

1. Civil servant housing societies: they themselves allot lands to their cooperatives and 
build houses for them in the suburbs. 

2. Palatial bungalows: Average monthly rent of a bureaucrat living in chanakyapuri’s 
bungalow is about 10 lakhs per month. Need to come up with an equivalent housing 
allowance since there is a big mismatch in HRA received and the houses allotted. 

3. Schooling: Their wards get special treatment and are easily admitted to priviledged 
schools like Sanskriti etc. 
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4. Civil servant clubs: easy membership of lavish clubs like gymkhana etc is a 
birthright of top civilian bureaucracy. 

5. Global healthcare: They can avail the benefits of global healthcare and the govt 
bears the cost for their medical trips abroad.Need to come up with a contributory health 
insurance scheme. 

Thus there is an urgent requirement to end these privilidges since they are not only 
discriminatory but put a heavy burden on the exchequer. In addition to this when OROP is 
announced, the common man feels cheated because here emotions of serving borders 
overlooked the poverty of 25 crore people in India. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests 

4) What do you understand by a Bilateral Investment Treaty 

(BIT)? Recently the Law Commission of India released model 

draft to redraft archaic BITs. Critically examine how this draft 

seeks to protect the interests of both the government and 

investors. (200 Words) 

BIT refers to an agreement between two countries, for protecting the interests of each 
other’s investors in their countries. 

--In the past few years, there have been several cases against Indian govt, for not 
protecting the interests of foreign investors adequately, including those of White industries, 
Vodafone and Telenor. 

--So, new draft was proposed to protect the interest of both investors and govt in the future 
in the following ways: 

1. LCI proposed to widen the definition of investment, to classify who does/ doesn’t get 
protection 

2. Deletion of MFN status, so that Indian govt can provide differential benefits to countries 
based on their domestic investment. 

3. Discontinuation of benefits in case an investor is found indulging in corrupt practices. 
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4. Incorporation of a dispute resolution mechanism for the investors 

--Such measures benefit both fronts, as the investor will be able to get more benefits with 
increasing extent of investment, while the govt will also not be bound to give equal 
treatment to all investors. 
--Also, govt will be able to nab corrupt investors, while the investors will also be able to 
voice their concerns in the concerned tribunal. 
--Such measures will ensure the safety of investment in the country, while also taking care 
of govt’s concerns regarding violation of any law, creating a win-win situation for both. 
 
Topic: Laws and mechanisms for vlunerable section 

5) “Affirmative action is necessary. But caste-based 

reservations are unimaginative, crude and costly for the 

intended.” beneficiaries. Critically comment.(200 Words) 

Keeping in mind the historical atrocities, discrimination, suppression and practices such as 
untouchability, it is not hard to understand the need to regard affirmative action to lower 
castes in India. Most popular form of affirmative action is caste based reservation, which 
has been applied blanketly over SCs and STs, and non-creamy layer OBC. 

Post-independence, caste based reservations have served their purpose to an extent. But if 
we look at present scenario there are anomalies and self defeating tendencies pertaining to 
this. 

Caste based reservations on the contrary, strengthens the caste identities and associated 
social stigma, and heterogeneity. Lately, only lower caste elite families have been taking 
advantage because of economic abilities and political reach. While poor and intended 
beneficiaries are left out of the benefits of reservation. Govt can waive tution fee and 
provide scholarship but poor students are not able to compete with those who have 
resources for better training and coaching. 

The idea of affirmative action requires an overhaul. The caste based reservations indeed 
are necessary but how is it allotted is the concern. Beneficiaries of reservation should be 
identified with multiple other indicators along with the caste. It should look into - 
1) Family background - nature and volume of income, history of availing benefits of 
reservation. 
2) Type of schooling - govt or private, English medium or vernacular, etc 
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3) Other indicators - Families availing welfare scheme for bonafide poor such as NREGA, 
Antyoday Ann Yojana, etc are automatically counted. 
To some extent, caste based reservations are fulfilling their manifest purpose but at the cost 
of huge and latent dysfunctions at societal level. Apart from antagonising un-reserved 
castes with reserved caste, it is also keeping intended beneficiaries to avail the benefits of 
affirmative action. Thus, it needs to be replaced with a more imaginative, equitable and 
socially just system of affirmative action. 
 
Topic: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure 

4) “What Article 25 guarantees is not a collective religious right 

but an individual’s freedom of choice.” In the light of recent 

incidences in India related to infringement of an individual’s 

freedom, critically comment on the statement. (150 Words) 

Dissent is an essential feature of any democracy and a liberal society. Recently, a noted 
authors and activists who advocated against superstitions and ill religious practices of 
Hinduism. such as Dabholkar, Pansare and Kalburgi, were assassinated by fringe groups. 
These assailants do not only seek to end life of these anti-superstition advocates, but also to 
warn others not to go that way. 

This is not a mere case of violence but also of showing intolerance towards ideals of 
religious tolerance guaranteed by article 25 of Constitution. Article 25 allows freedoms of 
religion to individual, which guarantees free practice, profession and propagation of 
religion. In addition to that it also respects the individual conscience for not having 
religious views or to profess individually against ill practices of religion. The principle also 
found backing of actions of Raja Rammohun Roy, Dayanand Saraswati, Jyotiba Phule and 
many others reformists. 

Article 25 certainly not guarantees collective right to defend religion. Even though article 
26, 27 and 28 ensures religious rights of collectivity, they do not allow collectivity to react 
against individual action. 

Despite of above mentioned constitutional provisions, such fringe groups continues to 
monger fear and violence against those who criticise or show dissent. This is not very 
different from Pakistan or Bangladesh where bloggers and activists are being killed on 
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daily basis. The state and society must make efforts towards building spirit of tolerance, 
and promotion of individual conscience. 
 
Topic:Powers, functions and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies. 

5) Should the Comptroller and Auditor General be made 

accountable to Parliament? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

a clear and succinct democratic functioning requires the authorities that have power to be 
accountable to the poeple. this check enables it to work under the law of land without 
trespassing the limits of its defined authority. the authority of CAG is immense and has 
multiple repurcussions on the functioning of democracy and mobilisation of people. 

POSITIVES OF ACCOUNTABILITY TO THE PARLIAMENT 

1. better functioning of CAG. 

2. goes with the de-facto principle of check and balance in a democracy. 

3. responsible report publishing, devoid of any flashy and sensationalising topic 

4. CAg will better understand the functioning of the democracy and publish much refined 
adn better reports 

NEGATIVES 

1. PAC already reviews its full report and presents to the parliament. 

2. it would be doubling of effort time and resources. 

3. may deter innovativeness of the report, like the prospective losses in the 2g, cwg cases. 

4. added grounds for the ruling party ti bully others; may diminish the dignity and respect 
of the CAG position 

5. since it is appointed by the executive; it may cater to its own interests, befooling the 
whole nation. 

there are both positives and negatives of its accountability to the parliament; its 
accountability can be limited to the excutive with its answerability to the PAC. moreover its 
appointment procedure should involve a committe involving LoPs. one has to understand 
that it is a constitutional authority mentioned by BR ambendkar as the most important 
office, its office thus demands respect. 



 

 

Insights	Secure	Q	&	A	
Paper	-	2	

																																					September	-	2015	
	 	

www.insightsonindia.com	
INSIGHTS	

													www.insightsias.com	
	 	

 
Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 

to Health 

2) TB is considered as one of the deadliest diseases in India. 

Examine why? Also discuss the need for its eradication and 

measures taken by government in this regard. (200 Words) 

The subtropical climatic condition of India enhance it's vulnerability regarding many deadly 
diseases. Further the poor sanitation, contaminated drinking water, and congested 
agglomeration make the situation more worse. All these often lead to the widespread of 
many deadly diseases among which TB is most prominent. 

Why TB is most deadliest disease for India- 

Many health research implicitly highlighted that from the last one decade the global burden 
of TB in India has increased in unprecedented manner. It can be proved by simple statics 
that India which have 17%of global population share 20% of Global Health Burden.(GHB). 
TB is often consider as disease of poor, thus the large population segment of the India is 
highly vulnerable to it. More on India is the largest victim of the deadliest form of TB MDR 
and XDR. It has been also witnessed that the nation also lacks proper kits to detect the TB at 
it's earlier stage, which further enhance it's vulnerability. 

Needs for it's erudition and steps taken by government- 

It is very necessary to eradicate TB and mitigate it's incidence because of huge mortality rate. 
Further TB is often consider as curse in India and the victim also often faces social isolation. 
In this regard government has taken many steps. 

1) Government has now declared TB as a notified disease. Thus it will help to eradicate the 
incidence at wider scale. 

2) DOTS and RNTCP are further comprehensive approach adopted by government is this 
regard. 

3) Government has also enhance it's efforts to increase the awareness among the subjects 
regarding the vulnerability, thus it will help to mitigate the incidence. Tracking of patience is 
also given prime importance, recently government started Niskhay a dedicated web based 
platform for this. 
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4) Government also started several universal vaccination program Mission Indradhanush is 
prominent in this regard. 

5) Further efforts are also done to enhance and maintain the supply of drugs in the market. 

Here it should to noted that India had wide experience to mitigate the incidence of such 
deadly disease, mitigation of polio and chicken pox is evident in this regard. Thus such level 
of commitment is required to tackle the TB at wider level, and mitigate such health 
predicament. 
 

Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests;  

3) “The Vienna Convention must not be a cover for rape and 

sexual abuse.” In the light of recent incident where a diplomat 

was found guilty of abusing and raping women, critically 

comment on the statement and also discuss the challenges 

such cases pose to India’s diplomacy. (200 Words) 

The Vienna convention for Diplomatic relations, 1961 defines the rules to be followed 
internationally, regarding diplomatic relations by independent countries, including freedom 
to diplomats to do their work, without fear of coercion by any local authority. 

--The recent case of sexual abuse by a diplomat on Nepali women kept forcibly in his house, 
is a fit case for a renegotiation of rules listed in the convention, as such rules should not act 
as shield, making the situation more complex. 

--Citing the rules of the International Human Rights Convention, under the Declaration of 
Elimination of Violence against Women, there should some exceptions where diplomats can 
be prosecuted in such cases. 

--The present situation has put India in a fix. As there are no present rules for prosecuting 
diplomats in any special cases, granting them full immunity, the Indo-Saudi relations can be 
strained, citing safety of diplomats in each other’s countries. 
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--Saudi Arabia is a major oil exporter to India and Nepal stands as an important neighbour 
in several aspects, including hydroelectric projects and being a buffer against China. So, 
India needs to find a middle path solution, by promising justice to the Nepali nationals, 

along with making Saudi see reason, for the wrongful act committed by their diplomat. 

--When India is already fixed in a long litigation, regarding international disputes involving 
Italian naval officers and Indian diplomat in US, it needs to solve such problems 
expeditiously to save its international image of judiciary. 

18   

 
 
 

 

 
 

● Allowing the receiving nation (in this case India) to proceed against 
diplomats , even in case of criminal cases will have long term impacts on 
international diplomacy. Hostile nations may in future proceed against each 
other's diplomats by fabricating false cases, in an attempt to malign the 
other nation.  

● Solution in such cases lies in responsibility of the home country of the 
diplomat to immediately call back the diplomat and start trail against him 
by taking into account all relevant evidence of the crime.  

● The seriousness of the home country to proceed against erring diplomat can 
only strike a fine balance between free diplomacy and serving justice to the 
victim. 

Topic:  Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and 

challenges therein.  
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4) It is said that the doctrine of ‘shared sovereignty’, one of the 

demands of Naga rebels, can have unexpected consequences 

for India. Examine briefly the meaning of ‘shared sovereignty’ 

and examine what consequences this demand brings for India. 

(200 Words) 

Shared sovereignty is dividing powers between two or more levels of government each of 
which build a direct relationship with the citizens of the polity. 

In India, the Nagas sovereignty demand is the long standing post-independence issue. There 
has been a demand for “shared sovereignty” from certain Naga representative bodies while 
others are demanding full sovereignty. 

However, shared sovereignty has many spill-over consequences 

for India: 

1. It is a novel experiment in India. Nobody can possibly predict the future of such affair as 
India is a federal polity with strong unitary features. 

2. In addition, there are strong voices of dissent from Assam, Manipur and Arunachal 
Pradesh. 

3. The north-east is already boiling with many militancy and insurgency issues. The shared 
sovereignty compromises the India’s position against these bodies. 

4. The unsolved Kashmir issue and the proponents of Kashmir freedom may find an echo in 
this new federal polity. The separatists and fringe groups would have a new weapon to fight 
with. 

5. The vulnerable and porous boundary across north-eastern states is a route for drugs, 
human trafficking and weapon smuggling. Indian government interest would clash with 
sovereignty shared entities. 

While the experiment is new, India is not new to the experiments. Any move here must be 
based on balanced walk between federal prudence and local subjects’ welfare. 
 
Topic:  Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 

to Health  
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2) It is said that even though the draft National Health Policy 

2015 is an improvement over its predecessors–the policies of 

1984 and 2002 – it still has many gaps to fill. Critically examine 

them and suggest improvements. (200 Words) 

The cherished vision of UHC entails basically 4 criteria: accessibility, affordability, equity 
and quality. Govt has been working since long on these issues with Policies of 1984 and 
2002 being milestones. The 2015 NHP goes a step further with following progressive 
provisions: 

1. Increase in budget of health sector to 2.5% of GDP 

2. Making right to health a fundamental right through National Health Rights Act 

3. Health cess  

4. Emphasis on role of ASHAs to encourage top-up approach 

5. Ensure universal access to drugs. For ex through Jan Ausadhi scheme 

Despite this, it has following fault lines: 

1. Lack on incentives and grievance redressal for ASHAs 

2. With health budget hovering around 1%, the aim of 2.5% seems unrealistic 

3. In urban areas there has a distinct shift towards private health sector but draft doesn't 
talk about their regulation 

4. Women healthcare is centred around reproductive health 

5. Lack of medical institutions to provide requisite doctors for providing health an a 
fundamental right 

6. With huge pendency of cases in courts, making health a FR without placing a proper 
institutional arrangement can create havoc 

7. With provision of health cess and with newer environmental laws mentioned TSR 
Subramaniam panel (aimed to spurt development), it could give industries a free hand in 
exploiting environment 

The following suggestions can be given to strengthen the NHP: 
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1. Coordination between govt, PHCs, ASHAs and local bodies for creating a seamless link in 
the society 

2. Encouraging investment in heath sector together with better channeling of FDI could 
provide requisite funds 

3. Proper educational and institutional arrangement to be set up for enhancing workforce 

4. Better health literacy specially regarding women health  

5. A model analogical to Lead Bank scheme, where a central civil hospital acts as node for a 
coordinated web of hospitals in a district could spurt higher efficiency 

6. Use of ICT and computerisation of records could spurt a revolution in health sector 

7. Systematic platforms for coordination with NGOs 

Though NHP is a big leap forward there is still a long way to go to make UHC a reality on 
ground and requires a coordinated effort from govt, people and other stakeholders in 
health care 
 
Topic: Transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures 

3) In recent years corruption and malpractices in job 

recruitment exams conducted by State Public Service 

Commissions are on the rise. In your opinion, what measures 

need to be taken by these Commissions and governments to 

conduct fair and transparent examination process for recruiting 

deserving candidates? Discuss. (200 Words) 

Some of the State Public Service Commission Exams have been marred with Corruption, 
latest being the Vyapam Scam in M. P. If proper measures are taken, such scams can be 
avoided and bring in Transparency, Accountability, Cost effectiveness and Convenience to 
the students and the examiners. Some of these measures could be 

1) One Time Registration(OTR): OTR linked to Government ID's like Adhar. Biometric 
details of the candidates should be taken and it can be verified at the time of examination to 
avoid impersonation. This could be a costly and cumbersome affair but can bring in 
transparency in the process. 
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2) Candidates have to be frisked for electronic gadgets and the identity should be verified 
using Hall Ticket, Biometric and Government ID. 

2) CCTVs should be installed and linked to a central location to thwart any malpractice and 
the footage can be used as evidence. 

3) Squads to check for malpractices have to be sent to all the centres 

4) Countersigning of Sealed Packets of question papers by the candidates can prevent 
question paper leakages 

5) Evaluated OMR should be published in the website along with the valid key and cut-off 
marks enabling the candidate to check for himself. 

6) Police should be deployed in problematic areas. 

7) Stict action against candidates or any person helping in malpractice. 

Some of these steps could incur cost to the Commission, but can bring in transparency in 
the whole process. A very nominal fee can be charged from the candidates(waiver to 
backward sections) so as to dissuade the non serious applicants from applying. This can 
reduce the Cost and Effort that the Commission has to put in. 
 
Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations 

4) Critically discuss the contentious issues between India and 

Sri Lanka, their causes and how  India can address these 

issues. (200 Words) 

India and Sri lanka have had a cordial relation since ancient times, with Buddhism as the 
common link. Over time, the relation has faced several obstacles, due to international 
powers intervention in the island nation. Presently, some of the existing issues and their 
causes, include: 

1. Fishing: Due to no demarcation of boundaries on sea, fishermen of both countries often 
wander into each other’s territory, leading to frequent arrests, clashes and even deaths. 

2. Several of India’s projects in Sri Lanka have been delayed due to environment clearances 
delaying and protest of the local population regarding rehabilitation related problems. 
This has led to decreasing faith of people and govt on Indian govt and increasing prospects 
for China. 
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3. Until recently, Sri Lanka had been pro chinese and even now, allows China to carry on 
various projects on the island, alongwith allowing its vessels to dock 

4. Implementation of 13th amendment for devolution of more to the Tamils has still not 
been adequately addressed by the Sri Lankan govt 

5. Dispute over Kachathivu island 

Solutions include: 

1. India should use tourism and trade to strengthen bilateral ties, as only govt officials 
meeting can’t solve the problems. 

2. Proper demarcation, along with provision of GPS devices to fishermen can immensely 
help 

3. India can develop several key areas, like east coast region with the oil tanks, Trinco belt 
for trade, etc. on the island 

The recent visit by the Sri Lankan PM is bound to achieve some results in this context, for 
the improvement of bilateral relations 
 
Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 

to Health 

5) “The difficulty that health systems in India unfortunately face 

is that since they were designed as Maternal and Child Health 

(MCH)-only systems, they have become chronically under-

resourced and have now built a very high- cost but low-

performance culture and a concomitant reputation.” Elaborate 

and examine what steps need to be taken to address concern 

raised in the statement. (200 Words) 

India has focussed on decreasing the rates of IMR and MMR in order to improve to its 
overall health standards. While these schemes have been successful to a certain extent (like 
JSY, JSSK), they have over the years become white elephants that cost a lot of run and have 
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also become inefficient beyond a certain limit because they cater to only the MCH segment 
and that too not with full efficiency. 

The steps that could be taken to address these concerns are; 

1-  Health-care centres (especially rural) could be used to treat various other complaints 
apart from looking solely after MCH issues alone. 

2-  Specialized training could be provided to workers in these centres to give initial 
treatment to other diseases as well, thereby decreasing the load on the patients and also on 
the district hospitals. 

3- Grass-roots level health workers, especially those who operate in tribal belts could be 
trained to check for diseases amongst the tribes who are most vulnerable section of the 
populace. 

4- Schemes like Jan Aushadi could be used to procure generic medicine and have them 
reach people. 

5- As far as possible, government hospitals should be made more efficient and graft and 
absenteeism should be dealt with strictly. This could be achieved by regular inspection and 
controls. 

Though IMR and MMR are very important indicators of growth, focus should be on 
maintaining a wider spectrum of health coverage in the primary level. The increased 
devolution of finances to the states should enable them to set up tailor made health 
schemes, which would cater to specific issues plaguing particular states. 
 
Topic:  Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme with that of other countries 

6) Examine the features of shadow cabinet system practised in 

the United Kingdom and comment if India also needs such a 

system. (200 Words) 

The Shadow Cabinet is a feature of Westminister form of government. 

In this, a group of opposition members form what is known as a Shadow Cabinet. It is an 
alternate cabinet; it marks particular members of the ruling cabinet - subjects their actions 
and policies to critic and offer alternative suggestions. 
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So essentially Power Minister will be marked by a shadow power minister, who ideally 
should be an expert on the subject. 

The merit of this system lies in the simple fact that it widens the scope of debate; informs 
public opinion; and helps in better policy making. 

Moreover each minister in the ruling government is more careful of his actions as he knows 
that experienced eyes of his shadow counterpart are watching him. 

This system has already begun to emerge informally in India especially since the last 
general elections. More recently Ex Finance and Defence Ministers, Chidambaram and 
Antony have been actively critiquing government policy in the areas of GST and OROP. 

India too would benefit from this system. There is a dire need of informed debate. Given 
that the parliament is blocked more often than not, this can serve as an alternate platform 
for dialogue. 

Adopting this concept will serve the democracy well. But it must be looked upon only a 
supplement to an effective and efficient parliament. 
 
Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of vulnerable sections. 

2) The recent release of summary findings from the Rapid 

Survey on Children (RSOC), in the absence of latest NFHS 

report,  has revealed interesting data related to child health in 

India. Critically comment on the findings of this report. (200 

Words) 

Malnutrition and disease due to various factors plagues the children of India, even more 
severely when compared to the neighbouring countries. The recent RSOC report gave the 
present status of welfare programs started for reversing such scenario: 

--According to it: 

1. Although there has been an increase in institutional deliveries, due to Janani Suraksha 
Yojana. But this has not been accompanied by a parallel breakthrough in maternal care, 
leading to complications developing during the delivery time. 
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2. Although initiatives like Pulse Polio, Pentavalent vaccines, Indradhanush, etc. have 
improved the situation to a large scale, due to the help of various NGOs and ASHA workers, 
but there is still a large scope for increasing their penetration in rural areas for the latter 
two vaccination drives. 

3. Access to safe drinking water: Although it has increased in total volume over the years, 
but it is not in parallel with the increase in population. Water being a vital component of 
life, should be available in required quality and quantity to all, to ensure their healthy 
conditions. To prevent water borne diseases there should be proper water purification 
plants in cities, alongwith no stagnant water bodies in the locality 

4. The cut in initiatives like ICDS and sanitation budget, is also regrettable, which can 
jeopardise the whole health policy targets of maternal and child health targets 

--It is the moral and legal responsibility of the govt to look after the health of the citizens, so 
as to effectively reap the benefits of the demographic dividend phase. 
 
Topic:  Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests  

3) In recent months India has tried to upgrade its relations with 

North Korea. Comment on their present relationship and 

examine how will India benefit from better relations with North 

Korea. (150 Words) 

Relations between India and North Korea (DPRK) have been generally characterised by 
friendship, cooperation and understanding. Besides Buddhism being a common historical 
link, the two nations, both members of NAM, share commonality of views on many 
international issues including disarmament and south-south cooperation. The existing 
bilateral relationship is characterised by: 

(A) India happens to be one of Korea's largest trading partners with bilateral trade 
standing at $500-million annually. 

(B) India is increasing providing DPRK ITES assistance by way of scientific and computer 
training 

(C) India as one of the leading contributors has been extending humanitarian assistance to 
DPRK, which has suffered food shortages during the last few years 
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(D) Cultural exchanges between the two countries has been a regular feature 

In recent times, India has declared her intention to increase engagement with DPRK under 
the aegis of India's "Act East Policy". Increased engagement is likely to have the following 
benefits for India: 

(A) From a geo-strategic perspective, India is likely to use its closer ties with DPRK as a 
counter weight to the influence of its arch rivals - Pakistan and China, both of whom are 
known to be close allies of DPRK. 

(B) DPRK's rich reserves of rare earth metals can boast the growth of India's IT and 
electronics industry. 

(C) Given that India is close to both the Koreas, it could use its good offices to attempt to 
bring rapprochement between the two - thus cementing its position as an emerging player 
on the global forum. 

While the enhanced engagement is welcome, India must tread cautiously because the 
increasing warmth in ties could alienate South Korea and Japan thereby hurting India's 
trade interests. Further, given the allegation of human rights abuse under the dictatorial 
regime of Kim Jong Un, India could harm its international image especially when it is 
seeking permanent membership at the UN 
 
Topic:  Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate.  

4) Examine what challenges politicians in Europe face in 

building a United States of Europe? Do you think such a union 

will be sustainable? Comment. (200 Words) 

The European union came into effect with the Maastricht treaty signed in 1991 which led to 
an economic union between many nations. But there are several challenges that Europe 
might face to build a United states of Europe: 

1. Loss of sovereignity: No nation would like to lose sovereignity over its own people 
and thus such a union would be unsustainable. 

2. Economic advantage over weaker nations: The economically weaker nations would 
have to abide by rules and regulations imposed by stronger nations like Greece is 
witnessing unrest by implementing strong spending cuts imposed by Germany and France. 
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3. Economic burden over stronger nations: the stronger nations like Germany would 
be unnecessarily burdened due to lax governance of economically weaker nations. 

4. Migrant issue: Naturally European nations would witness wide demographic 
changes due to migrants moving to avail better social security benefits of the developed 
nations in Europe. 

5. Ethnicity difference: Many nations represent their ethnicities like Slaavs, poles etc. 
this ethnic clashes is the biggest challenge to a united states of Europe. 

6. Anti democratic: majority of Europe feels that they don’t have a say in the decisions 
made by the European Parliament and thus this entire suprastructure lacks people 
support. Thus anti democratic character of European parliament is a major challenge to a 
united states of Europe. 

7. Rise of Eurosceptics: the Eurosceptics won a majority in the European parliament 
in last elections. They would never allow a union because of domestic issues like clash for 
resources, increasing migrants, Islamic terror issues, rise of social conservatism regarding 
marriage, relationships etc. 

Thus because of the above challenges the notion of a Unites States of Europe might be 
unsustainable and even if its sustainable, Europe may enter a civil war for about a 100 
years due to clash of ethnicities. 
 
Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, 

2) The raising the policy interest rate by US Fed from the 

current near-zero level is said to affect emerging market (EM) 

economies, including India. Examine why and how will India be 

affected. (200 Words) 

The US Federal Reserve reduced the interest rate to near 0 levels to stimulate the 
investment and the overall economy, after it had suffered a jolt in the Financial Crisis of 
2008. (Quantitative Easing) 

Why US is raising interest rate now? 

1. The US economy is out of the recession, and is growing steadily at around 2-3% 
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2. Unemployment figures are at a record low 

3. The artificial low interest rates has plunged US into greater debts 

Impact on Emerging Markets including India 

1. As, US interest rate rises, foreign investors (FIIs ) will flock to the US to garner better 
returns in America 

2. As a consequence, rupees will depreciate further, causing political chaos.  

3. Economically, depreciation will lead to greater inflations. 

4. Also, as the investors take their money out, liquidity in the country will decrease. This 
could further suppress the already low levels of investment.  

5. Further business sentiments could go down, harming the Make In India program 

6. On the positive side, depreciation will boost Indian exports. 

Is India prepared ? 
The situation may look bleak. But, as of now, the RBI has a sufficient forex reserve of over 
350 billion$ to meet any short term Balance of Payment crisis. Further, even though in the 
recent times, Asian Economies like China have suffered, Indian position has actually 
strengthened. With, further boost to exports, the move could even turn to a blessing in 
disguise 
 
Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 

to Health, 

3) World Bank data shows that the number of hospital beds per 

thousand people in India is much lower than the world average. 

In this light, critically examine the importance of adequate 

medical infrastructure for healthcare sector in the country and 

measures needed to improve it. (150 Words) 

The recent findings by World Bank that the number of hospital beds per thousand people in 
India is much lower than the world average has revealed the creaking medical 
infrastructure status. 
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Importance of Medical infrastructure: 

1. India is prone to seasonal diseases (Eg: Dengue). Robust medical infrastructure is 
utmost importance to shift essential drugs on emergency basis. 

2. The diversified demographic profile of India needs readiness to cater to the needs of all 
sections of people. Eg: Gender sensitive medicine, Geriatrics and Mental health care for 
youth. 

3. Vaccination programmes-Mission Indradhanush and Universal Immunization 
program- need well trained medical human resources to achieve success. 

4. Changing consumption patterns and lifestyles would lead to more chronic diseases. They 
should be handled to maintain healthy workforce. 

Measures: 

1. Right-sizing public health expenditure to 2.5% of GDP in accordance with the population 
size. 

2. Harmony of purpose between the public and the private healthcare delivery systems to 
achieve public health goals. 

3. Empowering ASHAs role by training and pay revision. 

4. Robust Medical human resource management policy to train and manage staff to serve 
on Pan-India basis. 

5. Restructure and revise the draft of National Health Policy to suit the demographic needs. 

6. Special emphasis on primary care and child health care that integrates state, district and 
local governments with national health policy goals. 

The demographic dividend of India can be harnessed not just with skill development alone 
but by complementing with sound health care policies to keep the workforce strong. 
 
Topic:  Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 
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4) What are the factors that set stage for the vast majority of 

corruption in contemporary India? Which types of corruption 

does these factors give rise to? What can India do to decrease 

these corruptions? Discuss. (250 Words) 

Despite of several measures taken by government, corruption is still a part of our daily life. 
In general corruption is misuse of public office for private gains. 

There are four main factors which leads to corruption: 

1. Lack of enforcement capacity  

2. Regulatory complexity  

3. Inadequate regulation of political finances, and 

4. Shortcomings in public sector recruitment and posting 

First two are foundational characteristics of India’s institutions. The last two are more 
proximate offshoots of India’s institutional infirmities. 
Above factors give rise to following three types of corruption 
1. Facilitative: This is what we face on regular basis in daily life to get those services done 
or expedited which are basic job and function of the public office. For example: Bribery for 
issuing ration card, passport, etc. 
2. Collusive : These are the bribes paid to circumvent rules, bypass laws, illegitimately gain 
government contracts and 
licenses. 
3. Extractive: These includes unnecessary harassment which is outside the purview of one 
duties like extortion. 
Measures to reduce corruption  
1. Effective implementation of RTI Act which brings transparency and accountability.  
2. Technological approaches like use of Adhaar Cards, DBT of subsidies, scholarships, 
electronic wage payments etc. reduce leakage, brings transparency and reduce 
unnecessary harassment.  
3. Effective implementation of anti-corruption legal frameworks like CCI, ED, PMLA, 
Lokpal, etc. and implement Right to service. 
4. Strengthen weak institutions. 
Corruption dampens India’s economic growth and diminishes faith of citizen in system. It is 
a huge task and needs political will as well as public cooperation. 
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Topic: Poverty and Hunger issues 

5) Differentiate between severe acute malnutrition (SAM) and 

severe chronic malnutrition (SCM).  Discuss the types of 

malnutrition Indian children face, reasons why they persist and 

interventions needed to eliminate them. (250 Words) 

SAM is typical of African countries and is a medical emergency where children are not only 
hungry but are also sick 

with high levels of mortality. It is because of drought, civil wars, crop failure etc. Hence 
both medical care and quality feeding is required. 

SCM is typical of India where children are only hungry but not sick therefore it is not a 
medical emergency. It is because of poor feeding practices, chronic food insecurity, poverty 
and protracted illness. Thus it is less severe than SAM but is continual form of 
malnutrition. 

Indian children face SCM due to which 30% of under 5 years of age are underweight, 1 in 5 
is wasted and 2 in every 5 is stunted. Also Indian children are prone to micronutrient 
deficiency where 60% pre schoolers suffer from deficiency of vitamin A. These are higher 
than poorest of African country due which south asian enigma is termed as Indian enigma. 

Reasons: 

1. Poverty 

2. Illiteracy and ignorance about nutrition and government schemes 

3. Improper implementation of TPDS 

4. Non empowered mothers  

5. Lack of health facilities(doctors, nurses, medicines etc) 

6. Denial of reproductive rights to women 

7. Early marriage of girls as child born at young age is severely malnourished 

8. Lack of sanitation and drinking water facilities which causes gastrointestinal problems 
due to which nutrients do not get absorbed in body 
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9. Junk food eaten by children which are low in nutrients causing micronutrient deficiency 

10. Poor breastfeeding habits 

Tackling malnutrition: 

1. To tackle micronutrient deficiency food fortification or bio fortification of good option. 
These food grains should be distributed via TPDS, MDMS, ICDS etc. 

2. Hiring more staff to be placed at PHC, CHC and district hospital 

3. Weekly iron and folic acid supplementation, JSSK, NSSK should be effectively 
implemented to ensure than pregnant women should not give birth to malnourished child 
and for providing post natal care 

4. Expenditure on health should be increased from current 1% to atleast 6% of GDP 

5. Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, National Nutrition Mission, National rural drinking water 
Programme be implemented in letter and spirit 

6. Education of mothers on nutrition be aggressively pursued with help of ASHAs, ANMs, 
Anganwadi workers 

7. Promoting healthy eating habits in children. Banning selling of junk food around school 
premises. 

8. Countering poverty via providing more days of employment under MGNREGA in 
drought areas 

9. Providing reproductive rights to women and discouraging early marriage. 

What India today need is holistic approach then only we can be able to garner fruits of 
demographic dividend and our 
younger generation is able to contribute towards economic growth. 
 
Topic:Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests ; Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their 

structure, mandate; 



 

 

Insights	Secure	Q	&	A	
Paper	-	2	

																																					September	-	2015	
	 	

www.insightsonindia.com	
INSIGHTS	

													www.insightsias.com	
	 	

6) Do you think, looking at recent developments, India is close 

to achieve its goal of becoming the permanent member of the 

United Nations Security Council? Discuss. (200 Words) 

India's demand for permanent status in the UNSC derives from the following arguments 

1. India is the 2nd most populous nation, the 3rd largest economy in PPP terms and the 
fastest growing one  

2. She has provided the 2nd largest no of peacekeeping troops  

3. She has been a founding member of the UN, and a temporary member of the UNSC for 6 
terms 

Following events lead us to believe that India can become a member 

1. The head of all 5 permanent members called, formally/informally , for India's inclusion, 
in the recent past 

2. India, Japan, Brazil and Germany (G4) are together pressing strongly for their inclusion 

3. India also derives support from the developing Like Minded Countries  

4. The UN has initiated the process of discussion on reforms 

Yet, India's inclusion seems realistically unlikely, because 

1. While Britain and France are backing Indian inclusion, the other 3 nations' were of the 
opinion of no further reforms 

2. China with Pakistan support is unlikely to back India, considering our troubled history. 

3. Even the other nation's views seems more like political gimmick. In the past too, they 
have broken their promises 

4. There is disunity in the G4 

5. Veto- Even 1 permanent nation's reluctance will do away with the Indian dream 

But, even though, India's inclusion seems realistically difficult, India should continue to 
press for the demand. If necessary, backing of the demand, could even be made a pre 
requisite for future bilateral agreements 
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Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 

to Health, 

3) In your opinion, why does India experience repeated 

outbreak of epidemics despite spending more in healthcare 

sector? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

India the second most populous country with a population of 1.21 billion along with a high 
density of 382 persons/sqkm.This added with geographical factors like tropical monsoonal 
country(favourable climate for breeding of mosquitoes) and human factors like 
poverty,illiteracy(health) and poor sanitation makes the country vulnerable to epidemics. 

Problems associated with health sector:- 

1)Inadequate health infrastructure owing to low investment into it.Reason for it can be 
amounted to low health budget being less than 1% of GDP.Moreover presently of this also 
around 1/4th of the budget remains unspent.Government have tried to fix this issue by 
proposing to increase the health budget by 2.5% of GDP in National Health Policy,2015. 

2)Moreover major focus of Government remains on curative health rather than preventive 
health i.e. a disease is tackled majorly after its outbreak.Further the government spending 
is also not guided by patient needs. 

3)Lack of transparency and accountability in the health administration breeds 
corruption,leakages and other issues.This also explains non-availability of medicines and 
other medical equipment on time resulting into spread of epidemics.Government have tried 
to fix this issue with the recently launched Jan- aushadhi scheme. 

4)Country is having a shortage of around 9 lakhs doctors.This added with already stressed 
health infrastructure pushes the households towards the private sector which puts extra 
burden on their pockets.Owing to high health cost many are not able to avail health 
services which further results into spread of diseases like in case of communicable diseases. 

Way forward:- 

1)Government needs to utilize the proposed increased budget efficiently with infusing 
transparency and fixing accountability into the health administration. 

2)Focusing on preventive care by increasing the awareness among the people towards 
importance of healthy lifestyle,how to avoid diseases and what to do in case of a disease 
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etc.Swatch Bharat Abhiyaan will also come handy here with major focus on construction of 
toilets and inducing hygiene in the society. 

3)Regulation of private hospitals like having a cap on medicines,test etc.Although 
medicines are covered now by NPPA also but its ambit needs to increased further on tests 
and other procedures also thereby making health affordable. 

4)Use of Alternative medicines like AYUSH to plug the inadequate health infrastructure by 
promoting it and motivating people to opt it. 

5)Lastly preparedness of governments like taking advance steps during monsoon to tackle 
diseases like malaria,dengue,Japanese encephalitis will certainly curb on the spread of 
epidemic diseases. 
 
Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 

betterment of these vulnerable sections 

4) Write a critical note on the Pradhan Mantri Khanij Kshetra 

Kalyan Yojana (Prime Minister’s mining Areas Welfare 

Scheme) and its significance for the targeted section of 

population. (150 Words) 

The recently launched Pradhan Mantri Khanij Kshetra Kalyan Yojana (PMKKKY) aims at 
promoting the welfare of mining project affected areas and communities by making use of 
the funds in the coffers of the District Mineral Foundation, which was created by a recent 
amendment to the Mines and Minerals (Regulation and Development) Act. Major benefits 
of PMKKKY are likely to be: 

(A) Address the long standing grievance of the civil society that the poor adivasi 
communities, despite bearing the brunt of the negative consequences of mining, do not reap 
any benefits from the same. 

(B) Welfare projects undertaken will go a long way in improving the socio-economic 
conditions of project affected communities and as a consequence bring about a substantial 
improvement in their in their quality of life. 

(C) Help mitigate the adverse environmental impact of mining. 

(D) Help provide sustainable livelihood options to the locals, which will help curb the 
menace of illegal mining. 
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(E) Help create the necessary physical support and safety infrastructure in rural areas. 

However, despite the obvious benefits of PMKKKY, the following are the major limitations 
to the success of this initiative: 

(A) According to DMF rules issued by some states like Odisha, DMFs will be dominated by 
government officials providing little or no representation of adivasi communities on DMFs. 

(B) Will perpetuate the top-down model of development - being the hardest hit by mining 
projects, the affected communities will have little say regarding the projects that are to be 
undertaken.  

(C) Initiative lacks any provisions related to independent social audits of projects that are 
carried out in the name of the affected communities. 

(D) Except in scheduled areas, no prior consent of gram sabha is needed prior to taking up 
programmes under PMKKKY - this effectively sidelines public participation and traditional 
knowledge, which could have provide crucial inputs. 

It is obvious that the developmental benefits of PMKKKY will facilitate the mainstreaming 
of the people from lower strata of society, tribals and forest-dwellers, provided that the 
above mentioned concerns are addressed in a time-bound manner. 
 
Topic:Role of civil services in democracy 

5) It is argued that the Indian bureaucracy is notorious for its 

inefficiency. Recently, the government issued an order where 

compulsory retirement for non-performing officials will be 

enforced.  Do you think such measure would increase 

efficiency? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

Indian bureaucracy has been notorious for its elitist attitude, slackness and the behaviour 
that makes professionalism as its antonym. The recent decision of the government comes as 
part of the series of the steps taken in the last year after the addition of 17 guidelines to the 
All India Service manual. 

Possible benefits: 

1. Would compel bureaucrats to put more diligence in to score a better review. 
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2. Would bring in professionalism in the departments. 

3. Weeding out of the inefficient lot would make place for better candidates. 

A few apprehensions though: 

1. The step focusses on only those who have completed 30 years of service or are older than 
50 years. This leaves out a large chunk of the younger but inefficient officers. Also, makes 
them complacent who don't fall within the bracket. 

2. The criteria for evaluation, while based on APRs, is still bound to be non-transparent 
and could surely be used to avenge political vendetta. 

3. This could also create competition among the officers to be in good books of the 
evaluator, who would largely be the political leaders. 

Some better options could be - 

1. Granting sufficient autonomy in the implementation of the programmes and evaluating 
on the metrics of the delivery of those programmes and policies. 

2. Regular performance based incentives. 

Hence, while the above step is in the right direction, it should not be the only one and should 
be supplemented 
 
Topic: Important aspects of governance; Significant provisions of Indian constitution 

4) There is a growing demand for the repeal of Section 124A of 

the Indian Penal Code. Do you support this demand? Justify. 

(200 Words) 

Section 124A of the IPC spells out that if the words or signs by someone caused hatred, 
enmity, contempt or disloyality against the state government or intended to public 
disorder, then charges of sedition can be framed against that person. 

Justification for repeal of the section 124A of the IPC is as follow : 

#Constitution violation : Section 124A of the IPC clearly violates the freedom of speech & 
expression enshrined in the article 19(1) because in case of hatred, enmity,, disloyalty - even 
no reasonable restriction in article 19(2). Also, in case of contempt & public disorder, it is 
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clearly mentioned that reasonable restriction should not be arbitrary & impairment of 
freedom should be as little as possible. 

#Discretionary power to police : Scope of determining wheather person caused public 
disorder or hatred or is democratically protesting is to be determined by the police & 
because of wide discretion it is likely to get misused. 

#Scope of freedom of expression : In home of the world's largest democracy, restricting 
freedom of speech & silencing the political dissenters fo mere fear or suspecion of serious 
injury is not justified. For instance,Patidar agitation or 1 day nation wide Bharat Bandh by 
15 crore workers is normal way of expressing their dissents. 

#Court Decisions : Supreme court's decision to uphold freedom of expression & struck 
down the section 66A of IT act & recently, dismissal of sedition charges over cartoonist 
Aseem Trivedi by the Bombay HC reflect immense importance of Freedom of expression. 

However, it should be the duty of every citizen to avoid resorting to abusive language 
against historical figures or causing widespread public disorder resulting into serious evil. 
At the same time, state should also have the duty not to curtail the freedom of expression 
untill or unless the Right to Life is at stake. 
 
Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 

to Health 

5) Write a critical note on the  emergence of chronic diseases 

(non-communicable) and their impact on people and economy 

in India. (200 Words) 

As per a recent study, Chronic diseases (non communicable) are responsible for 39% of 
deaths in India due to diseases. Chronic diseases constitute primarily diseases like 
hypertension, cardio vascular diseases, mental disorders, respiratory problems. These are 
non communicable diseases and following are the reasons for its emergence  

1) Poverty and lack of healthcare facilities  

2) Rapid urbanization  

3) Pollution ,Environmental degradation 

4) Lifestyle issues  
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5) Consumption of alcohol ,tobacco 

Due to these reasons, 49% of all indians above 50 years age have atleast one chronic 
disease . The following are the impact on people and economy in India  
1) These chronic diseases lead to decrease in efficiency of the individual and hence as a 
result affect the growth potential of the country  
2) Due to the chronic diseases, some of the labour intensive skills are become difficult for 
the individual to acquire which as a result lead to decrease of the diverse and effective 
human capital of the nation 
3) Due to Chronic diseases prevalent now specially in rural areas, The farmers have been 
unable to cope up with the hardships of agriculture and this leads to lesser growth in 
percentage of agriculture in GDP . 
4) Increase in emergence of chronic diseases will have the impact of increase in Budget for 
healthcare and more focus on health of the individual 
 
Topic: Important aspects of governance; E-governance 

2) In the light of India’s burgeoning population and the 

increasing need to deliver services efficiently to this population, 

it is said that the Digital India and Aadhar initiatives face 

several challenges in their implementation. Critically examine. 

(200 Words) 

Digital India aims to provide government service to citizens electronically by reducing 
paperwork whereas Adhaar collects 

biometric data from citizens and can be linked with DBT, Government Attendance etc. 

Challenges 

1. Lack of Education:- More than 50% of population don’t know how to use internet and 
thus they can’t avail the benefit of Digital India. Thus schemes like Skill India would play a 
crucial role. Language can also act as a hurdle, since websites are not in Local languages. 

2. Middle-man problem:- In DI, most of services like Passport, Driving License etc are 
provided online. But since most of people don’t know how to use internet they approach 
some Agent who makes his own profit by keeping his high margin. 
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3. Adhaar and DBT:- Since 50% of population don’t have bank account it would be difficult 
to avail benefit of Adhar. Hence, steps are taken by schemes like Jan Dhan which succeeded 
in opening 15cr accounts in past year. 

4. No infrastructure:- Urban areas would be benefitted. But most of rural India would be 
left untouched due to no electricity.Recent, Din Dayal Gram Jyoti would have to play 
crucial role. 

So progress of DI and Adhaar are indirectly dependent on progess of various other 
schemes like jan dhan, gram jyoti etc. Political will at all stages would be key factor 
determining India’s success. 
 
Topic: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, 

3) Is the Rajya Sabha necessary today? Critically discuss. (200 

Words) 

Rajya Sabha or the council of state is the upper house of the parliament and has been 
integral to India’s parliamentary democratic 

process. Of late its utility and position has been questioned. Thus it need a merit based 
evaluation to ascertain whether we need it or not. 

EVALUATION 

a) It acts as an obstruction to legislative process. 

Response: In democracy passion often defeat the normal rationality. Thus a revising house 
is needed to check such adrenal rush. 

b) It is a parking lot for defeated politicians thus mocking the public will. 

Response: Retaining talent is essential for any system. Loosing valuable talent during 
election fervours can be corrected by it. It also 

gives entry to other experts like scientist, artist, sportsmen etc that can rarely face the 
electoral politics. 

c) Federal politics can be ensured by Lok Sabha. 

Response: While Lok Sabha have members for each state, the Hindi belt domination is a 
constant theme. Hence other state interest, like those in North East, may be jeopardised. 



 

 

Insights	Secure	Q	&	A	
Paper	-	2	

																																					September	-	2015	
	 	

www.insightsonindia.com	
INSIGHTS	

													www.insightsias.com	
	 	

d) Unequal seats for each state. So federal element appears biased. 

Response: There is a need to correct such short coming by measures like equal 
representation rather than obliterating it all together. 

e) Can’t make or unmake government so it’s a superfluous body. 

Response: While it can’t bring no confidence motion or amend money bill, its role in 
checking arbitrariness of government as reflected in Land ordinance is necessary in 
democracy. Besides its special role in All India Services, legislation in state list too 
necessitates its existence. 

Thus Rajya Sabha is not an extra baggage but a vital organ of the parliamentary 
democracy that can’t be dropped. 
 
Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate. ; 

Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, 

Indian diaspora;  

4) Critically examine how international courts, especially in EU, 

USA and Australia have viewed the refugee problem in their 

respective jurisdictions. Also examine how does Indian laws 

view this problem. (200 Words) 

Refugee problem is one of the most pressing human rights problem of the modern era. The 
reaction to it by Europe, Australia, USA and India lacks coherence. 

In the absence of national policy, the response in USA, Australia and EU has been governed 
by their courts. EU Court has liberally 

interpreted the principle of non-refoulement. It declared that push back even in high seas is 
against the spirit of non-refoulement and its obligatory for all EU nations to rescue the 
refugees in high seas and give them asylum. Thus it adopted a humanitarian ground. 

Australia and USA court have expressed sympathy yet adopted a tough stand of pushing 
back refugees to their country of origin if captured in high seas. This stand violates Article 
33 of Geneva convention and makes asylum almost impossible leading to a large number of 
death in high waters. 
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India’s response was more flummoxed. It joined executive body of UNHCR but refused to 
sign the convention. It understands the criticality of issue but provides aids indirectly 
through Red Cross. India’s court have time again stepped in to push the state towards more 
generosity like in cases of Tibetan refugee. But India has recently amended its Citizenship 
act to allow asylum and even citizenship on grounds of religious persecution. This is a 
welcome step and highlights the right step we are treading towards refugee problem. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests 

5) Discuss the opportunities and challenges of new financial 

architecture that is being built in Asia that replicates the Bretton 

Woods framework in functionality. (200 Words) 

The new financial architecture within Asia is being institutionalized as Asia Infrastructure 
and Investment Bank with members from all the regions of the globe. It is currently in its 
infancy stage but has drawn tremendous attention towards it on account of providing an 
alternate framework to Bretton Woods though functionality remains the same. 

Opportunities: 

1. Asia has a huge potential for savings and has a huge demand for investments also. Thus, 
both money and risk can be pooled.  

2. Asia has this distnct quality that development in one region propels development in 
another region. Their competencies are interconnected. So, co-ordinated investments can 
lead to development for all.  

3. Leveraging knowledge, skills and experiences of each other can be very helpful in 
devising individual strategies. 

Challenges; 
1. Quantum of funding, cost of funding and sources of funding (should not be unilateral) 
are important to compete with already existing financial architecture.  
2. Emphasis on sustainablility shouldn't be missed. Environmental, Social and Governance 
aspects of the projects should be internalized in the lending strategy and framework.  
3. Governance should be more of co-operative and collective arrangement than dominant 
share holder model existing in the present financial institutions. This is to reduce the 
hegemony of any one nation and it acts a positive differentiator. 
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Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests 

6) Some experts argue that signing Comprehensive Nuclear-

Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) today is advantageous to India. 

Critically examine why. (200 Words) 

CTBT treaty which came into force in 1996 prohibits nuclear weapon testing in all 
environments, from underground to space. 
This was envisaged as an initiative to setup a new global nuclear order which ensures to 
establish nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation of nuclear weapons in a legitimate 
manner. 
India in the past has always refused to sign CTBT as it strictly forbids nuclear testing in 
any form, even though it is very critical for india considering the fact it is sandwiched 
between china and Pakistan which are potential threats to india. 
Despite these concerns India should sign the CTBT for the following reasons: 
1) india will be projected globally as one of the leaders of disarmament initiative. 
2) Signing of CTBT can certainly reduce security dilemma between india's neighbors. 
3) It can stop nuclear race atleast in the neighborhood of india which can establish peace in 
the long run. 
4) It will establish india's entry into global peaceful nuclear order. 
5) It will encourage other nation states to sign the CTBT. 
6) It will revive india's long forgotten tradition of disarmament which has its origin in the 
Rajiv Action plan. 
7) it will give india access to wealth of data generated by CTBTO's international 
monitoring stations. 
8) The countries which still view exception given to india in terms of NPT membership as 
"irresponsible " will certainly change their view when india signs CTBT. 
 
Topic: Important aspects of governance; Functions of Parliament 
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2) In the light of recent controversy over relations between RBI 

and the finance Ministry, it is argued that the regulators of 

important sectors of economy that enjoy autonomy should be 

made accountable. In this regard, how can Parliament ensure 

fine balance between autonomy and accountability for these 

regulators? Discuss. (200 Words) 

 India is a democratic country that is heading towards a more liberalised market led 
economy. This situation poses a challenge to 

establish a balance between accountability desired by democracy and autonomy desired by 
market. 

The RBI case is an exemplar of this dilemma. Being autonomous it mostly disregards 
growth while focusing on inflation. As a results there is greater lack of coherence between 
Finance ministry and RBI with both running in opposite direction and thus affecting the 
national prosperity. 

To handle this situation the onus lies on parliament to establish fine balance between 
accountability and autonomy. It can do so by: 

(a) Instituting a separate committee tasked with scrutinising the job of RBI and other 
regulators and presenting periodic reports to ensure accountability. 

(b) Defining clearly the role and responsibilities of various regulator to prevent confusion 
and intrusion in each other’s domain. 

(c) Signing MoU with Regulators in the same manner as done with PSU to give them 
autonomy in exchange for agreed performance commitments. 

(d) Bringing in the concept of Result Framework Document to clearly identify goals. 

(e) Setting up a trouble shooting mechanism to handle day to day issues and to avoid 
conflicts. 

Smoothness of democratic polity depends on the efficiency of its institutions. Thus suitable 
changes should be inculcated as and when necessary to optimise their performance and 
achieve maximum output. 
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Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 

to  Education 

3) Recently Japan’s government ordered all of the country’s 

public universities to end education in the social sciences, the 

humanities and law. Do you think this is a wise decision? 

Examine the reasons behind such a decision and its likely 

consequences. Also discuss if India should issue similar order 

and focus on engineering and other professional courses. (250 

Words) 

Japan recent decision to end education in the social sciences, the humanities and law 
symbolises the knee jerk response to rescue the ailing economy. 

Since the turn of century Japan economic growth rate is decelerating, its GDP is almost 
stagnant and productivity improving at snail pace. Japan economy is continuously 
slipping to lower pedestals. To correct this Japan believes that a manufacturing boost by 
promoting technical education and banning humanities is necessary. 

This decision lacks wisdom because: 

(a) Humanities education develops reasoning and interpretation of human behaviour. Both 
are required to evolve society to next level. 

(b) Major historical revolutions that changed the face of society are linked more with 
humanities ideas than with technology. 

(c) Not all students have similar level of IQ needed for technological education. Those 
blessed with humanities IQ will be deprived of 

the opportunities. 

Such decision comes with it consequences that are more disastrous like: 

(a) Diversity in intellectual faculties and personality development of Japanese will be lost. 

(b) A substantial knowledge of history and culture will face the risk of being forgotten. 
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(c) Japan contribution to global culture will be minimum affecting its soft power 
diplomacy. 

In the quest to emerge as global manufacturing hub and under the duress of demographic 
dividend, the pressure for skilled manpower will be enormous on India, but it should avoid 
a move like Japan. India is not just about economy, it’s also a cultural repository of the 
world. Such derogatory step will inhibit knowledge creation. Yoga, Ajanta murals or the 
Vedic philosophies which the world admires can never be created in future if humanities 
are banned. Hence India should balance and promote both humanities and technical 
education. 
 
Topic: e-Governance; Fundamental rights; Important aspects of governance 

4) “The Draft National Encryption Policy is an assault on basic 

human rights.” Critically comment. (150 Words) 

Draft National Encryption policy, that is published recently enables to create an 
environment of secure cyber space and to strengthened cyber laws of the country. The 
policy puts legal barriers over the netizens to produce communications, transactions and 
any other texts to the government if and when required. But with the concerns to protect 
the information from cyber-attacks the policy have various short comings: 

1. Encryption key: 

the service providers, e-commerce companies that uses encrypted keys to secure their 
websites is required to produce these codes when asked by the government. 

2. Time boundary: 

it has been mandated to keep all the plain text or encrypted codes of past 90 days to be 
saved by citizens for the security purposes, which implies that they are more prone to be 
leaked by the hackers. 

3. Registration of service providers: 

it is being mooted that the online services, be it shopping online or accessing email, has to 
register with the government which is 

biggest impediment to the net neutrality and impede the growth of nascent companies. 

4. Anti-privacy law: 
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since citizens are barred to delete information, it has perceived as a breach to Right to 
Privacy instituted by Article 21 of the constitution. 

Although the policy is a way forward to create a safe environment, but some provisions 
may act adversely and may also obstruct the growth of Digital India. 
 
Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations. 

5) It is opined that the hill elite in Nepal have thwarted what 

could have been a truly inclusive and democratic Constitution. 

Do you think so? What’s India’s role in it? Critically examine. 

(200 Words) 

Recently Nepal promulgated its constitution that was under formation since the past 8 
years. This is the first step towards a secular, federal, democratic, republic. But Nepal has 
unfortunately missed the opportunity to become a truly inclusive and democratic 
constitution under the influence of a few elites planning to set up an aristocracy in Nepal 
politics. Several grievances have been left unaddressed by the constitution: 

1. Divided madhesis: restructuring of Nepal into 7 provinces have left the madhesis 
divided into 5 provinces, with only one of them having their majority. 

2. Non discussion/Unaddressed issues: though the major parties like nepali congress, 
CPN-UML and CPN- Maoist have affirmed that boundaries could be changed later, 
question is why in 7 years were Madhesis concerns not addressed. 

3. Gerrymandering: Delineation of electoral constituencies in Terai(50% population) 
has not been done based on population of the plains. 

4. Citizenship norms: Children borne to Nepali mothers married to foreigners wont 
get nepali citizenship. 

Thus the Nepali elites have thwarted the attempts to build a democratic and inclusive 
constitution since the present setup would ensure their dominance of Nepal politics for ages 
and generations. India has played an important role in framing of Nepal’s constitution by 
ensuring law and order and reconciliation between political factions but it may have to 
increase its efforts and influence since: 

1. Violence along border: the madhesis have taken route of violence in Terai making 
India’s border insecure. Also it could unleash similar riots in adjoining areas of Bihar. 
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2. Ethnic ties with India: The madhesis and tharu ethnic minorities making 40% of 
Nepal’s population share a close ethnic tie with India and thus India is concerned about 
their political marginalization. 

3. India’s loss and China’s gain- India was assured that all factions would be taken on 
board but madhesis were left out, this depicts the loss of indian influence in Nepal politics. 
It also shows the increasing influence of CPN which have ideological links with China. 
Nepal should be the last country India can afford to become a part of string of pearls. 

4. Bihar elections: Bihar’s lawlessness can be aggravated by this violence and this 
may increase threats like smuggling, human trafficking and cross border terrorism via 
Nepal. 

Thus India needs to be very balanced in its approach since any strong reaction might be 
termed as “interference” by Nepal driving it closer to China. At the same time, India should 
lobby for amendments to the constitution to address the concerns of the madhesis who have 
always been pro-Indian and have been a pivot to our foreign policy with respect to Nepal. 
 
Topic: Indian Economy; subsidies; resource mobilization 

6) After moral persuasion, the government is relying on 

technological solutions for reducing various subsidies. Critically 

examine will technological solutions suffice in this regard. (200 

Words) 

Alongwith trying moral persuasion for letting the gas subsidy go, the govt has also tried 
employing technological solutions to reduce expenditure on subsidies, like phasing out 
bogus beneficiaries from list, regulating PDS mechanism, issuing different coloured ration 
cards for different economic stratas, etc. 
--But such measures fail to address various issues like reducing price distortions in food 
commodity, reducing losses of FCI, regulated use of fertilisers to reduce fertiliser subsidy, 
etc. Also, it has been seen that the beneficiaries of kerosene subsidy are mostly the well off 
families. The subsidised kerosene is also used for adulterating petrol, which further leads to 
deterioration of vehicles’ machinery 
--So, the govt should move beyond the technological measures to overhaul the whole system 
of the respective sectors, to achieve efficiency in their working, along with reduction of 
expenditure. 
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--For FCI, the Shanta Kumar committee recommendations should be reviewed judiciously 
and applied wherever possible, at a manageable extent initially. The Soil Health checking 
labs can also serve a great purpose in this initiative of reducing fertiliser consumption. 
Other than this, the corrupt activities also play a part in lower then expected usage of 
allocated funds. 
--All such measures taken together with the technological initiatives will actually help in 
delivering the services adequately to a majority of the population in the country. 
 
Topic:  Awareness in Space 

7) Write a note on NASA’s Asteroid Redirect Mission (ARM). 

(200 Words) 

NASA’s Asteroid Redirect Mission (ARM) is a part of NASA’s near earth object observation 

programme. Real samples asteroids and other extraterrestrial objects are excellent source 

of informations regarding formation of earth and universe, and feasibility studies for 

human exploration and habitability in space. 

ARM seeks to build a space shot gun which will chop off a piece of a near-earth asteroid, 

following that a robotic spacecraft will carry the piece of asteroid to moon’s orbit. Later a 

manned mission will extract the asteroid piece from moon orbit and take it to the earth for 

the said scientific purpose. NASA plans to launch ARM by 2020. 

The ARM and proposed method of extracting celestial samples is revolutionary method in 

space science. Till now, the main piece of information has been the electromagnetic wave, 

such as – visible rays, x-rays, infrared rays, microwaves, etc. These EM waves provides the 

main fodder of all the knowledge of space we have accumulated so far. Very seldom we 

have got hold on real samples of meteorites, asteroids, star dust and comets etc. The said 

method is expected to widen the knowledge base of space science, a step forward in human 

civilisation. 

 
Topic:  Social influence and persuasion;  
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8) You are working as a Group C government employee. Your 

salary can help you lead a reasonably good life but you are not 

able to save any money at the end of the month. Your parents 

had persuaded your wife to leave her job where she was 

earning as much as you are earning now. She now looks after 

home and your two  children. Your parents are rich farmers but 

you haven’t received any property or money from them all your 

life. Recently, influenced by government’s persuasion to give 

up LPG subsidy, you decide to do the same. Your wife is 

furious. She tells you that it is for rich people to give up LPG 

and not for her family which is struggling hard to buy a own 

home or some jewellery for herself or even buy her children 

good toys. 

Will you go ahead and give up LPG subsidy? Is your wife 

justified in opposing your decision? Justify. (150 Words) 

‘ Give it up’ is a government appeal to encourage well off sections of the country to 

voluntarily give up their LPG subsidy so that more number of poor households can be 

provided with cooking gas at subsidized prices. 

Being a responsible citizen,I too want to surrender my LPG subsidy so that more deserving 

sections could get it. Though I have a noble cause,but my economic conditions are not 

such,that I can afford giving up my subsidy. Providing my children with good facilities for 

recreation and good education is also my responsibility along with providing my wife a 

better life. My wife to some extent is also justified in opposing my decision as she is thinking 

of our children and a better future. So, for the time being as I am not able to save any 

money,I should not surrender LPG subsidy. 



 

 

Insights	Secure	Q	&	A	
Paper	-	2	

																																					September	-	2015	
	 	

www.insightsonindia.com	
INSIGHTS	

													www.insightsias.com	
	 	

But ,I should persuade my wife to take up some job so that family income can be 

supplemented with and then, along with fulfilling my responsibilities towards my family, I 

can equally perform my duties towards the country. 

 
Topic: Issues related to poverty and hunger 

2) Critically analyse the implementation and performance of 

food schemes by the government of India. (300 Words) 

Food security and right to food have been a part of the public policy since inception. 
Whether it was attaining self reliance through 

Green revolution or the plethora of food schemes, the objective has always been ‘food for 
all’. But the achievements fall short of objective. 

The food schemes fall short both in terms of implementation and performance. On 
implementation side there are serious problems like proper targeting, quality of food 
supplied and the supplying agency. Rarely the food reaches the intended beneficiaries 
especially in case of ICDS for pregnant and lactating women. The food grains supplied fall 
short of fair and average quality as stipulated by FCI. Mismanagement and carelessness in 
cooking practices has cost even life. Death of children in Bihar MDMS is a case in point. SC 
orders regarding the transferring the of food from private suppliers to SHG is still flouted. 

Performance of food schemes is related to health outcome. Though food is not the sole 
determinant still it plays a major role. The mere 

fact that our under 5 malnutrition, stunted growth, wasting, under growth and prevalence 
of anaemia among women still hovers above 40% leaves little to say. Fortified food supplies 
are too little. Moreover the supplementation program like iron and folic acid 
supplementation have reported cases of immediate vomiting creating a repulsion for the 
schemes. 

To reap the demographic dividend nation needs to be healthy. Health is intrinsically linked 
to food and nutrition. Hence the present anomalies in food schemes need to be corrected. 
 
Topic: Issues related to poverty and hunger 
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3) Critically analyse the performance and implementation of 

social security schemes by the government of India. (300 

Words) 

In consonance to the welfarist nature of indian state, indian govt. has implemented various 
social security to ensure food, livelihood, 

economic and health security to the population. Detailed analysis of these schemes is 
following: 

Food security: under NFSA, MDM, ICDS and antodya aan yojana, food security is 
provided to every vulnerable category and age group according to statistics of world’s food 
reports. But weak beneficiary selection criteria, age old storage infrastructure, inefficitive 
implemention and wide scale corruption mars the very notion of this scheme. 

Livelihood security: MGREGA is provided as legal right to unskilled workers to guaranteed 
work of 100 days per year. This scheme was hailed as most innovative scheme of 
developing world, but problems like inability of states to provide required day of work, 
manipulation in payrolls and delayed payments, scheme’s failure to improve skilled 
capacity of workers and highly discriminatory and politicized panchayats, as main 
executive authority, towards worker selections are some roadblocks in this scheme’s 
effective implementation and workings. 

Economic security: PMJDY and allied schemes under financial inclusion programme 
aimed to provide savings instrument and infrastructural support for DBT transfers have 
gained attraction of world financial reporting during last whole year. But, unfunded 
accounts and illiterate consumers unable to operate accounts are problems from consumer 
side, and weak banking infrastructure in rural hinterlands, unresponsive banking staff and 
failure to link other financial schemes under PMJDY are govt. side problems. 

Health security: like AABY, govt. recently attached various insurance schemes for 
unorganized sector and entrepreneurs to aadhar linked bank account. Further, govt. 
decision to increase FDI in insurance sector raised expectation to improve health insurance 
in country. Similarly, NHM is directed to provide health care facilities in locality. Lack of 
staff, weak supporting infrastructure and lack of private sector’s interest towards these 
schemes are affecting its final output. 
 
Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 

to  Health 
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4) The National Health Profile 2015 prepared by the Central 

Bureau for Health Intelligence (CBHI) has revealed some 

disturbing facts about India’s healthcare sector. Critically 

comment on its findings. (250 Words) 

The recently released National Health Profile 2015 has made reported some grim facts and 
predictions relating to healthcare in India: 

(A) Poor patient to bed ratio and poor doctor to patient ratio - there is only one bed for 
over 1800 people and only one doctor caring for 11,000 people in Indian government 
hospitals. These numbers are evidence of poor infrastructure and reflect lack of 
preparedness of the healthcare machinery to tackle frequent outbreaks as is evidenced by 
the recent dengue and swine flu outbreak  

(B) The government's expenditure on healthcare continues to dwindle and India spends less 
than 1% of its GDP on the health sector - this is bad news for without adequate investment, 
it is nearly impossible to bring any perceptible change in the ground realities. 

(C) Healthcare expenditure account for a large portion of household expenditure on 
account of rising cost of medicines and hospitalisation. This will result in the perpetuation 
of poverty, which will feed to the growing cost of healthcare, thus forming a vicious circle 

(D) Increase in the incidence of non-communicable diseases - this creates a new challenge 
for India's healthcare regime, which is often preoccupied firefighting infectious diseases. A 
worrying prediction is an increase in the incidence of cancer in the coming years. 

(E) While there has been a decrease in the incidence of communicable disease, the incidence 
of pulmonary TB remains one of the highest in the world. 

Against this background, reform of the healthcare sector becomes imminent. Any further 
delay is bound to adversely affect India's chances of leveraging its demographic dividend 
for sustained and inclusive economic growth. The quick passage of the draft National 
Health Bill, which besides addressing many of the above mentioned concerns also seeks to 
make the right to health justiciable would be a step in the right direction. 
 
GS2 
 
Topic:Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 
and the performance of these scheme 
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3) Discuss the challenges before newly launched Skill India 
mission. (200 Words) 
 
Skill India Mission acts as a vehicle to harness the demographic dividend (DD) of India by 
training and employing millions of youth. The DD of India coincides with demographic 
deficit (DF) of developed nations who need quality working force in future-An opportunity 
not to be missed. 
However, there are serious challenges in realizing the goals: 
Qualitative Dimension: 
1. So far, government has not defined what “Skill” is. 
2. The industry experts are opined that the ITIs training is not relevant to the industry 
demands of today. 
3. Quality certification of trainers and training institutes is not streamlined with uniform 
procedures and standards. 
Quantitative dimension: 
1. There is no proper framework mentioned to train 500 million by 2022. 
2. Shortage of training institutes and trainers as per the changing skill demands. 
3. The dispersal of the mission in rural areas, hilly and difficult areas is less owing to vast size 
of India and tough terrain in some parts like North-East that has least supportive basic 
infrastructure. 
Institutional and Systemic gaps: 
1. Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE)responsibilities are not 
clearly defined to coordinate state and district level programmes. 
2. Currently, there are 20 government departments operating skill development programmes 
with overlapping functions. 
3. Labour Market Information System (LMIS) which should have been one central source is 
prepared by five government agencies creating confusion. 
4. Duplication and no synergy in Sector Skill Councils. 
Integrating Director General of Employment and Training (DGE&T) with MSDE, active 
private sector engagement, catalysing industry investments would make the Mission 
successful. 
 
Topic: Important aspects of governance 

4) It is said that the success of the promise of Minimum 
Government, Maximum Governance depends upon deeper 
institutional changes. Elaborate. (150 Words) 
 
The mantra of “minimum government, maximum governance” has readily found acceptance 
across the country. Fast and efficient decision making and right-sized government 
intervention are the key ingredients. 
Institutional reform is one that facilitates this paradigm shift: 
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1. India’s ability to implement programmes and projects faster need overhaul of many 
organizations hierarchical structure. For example, combining Ministry of Labour and 
Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship would make the whole ministry slim 
and weeds out redundant functionaries. 
2. While FDI is facilitated, environmental and government clearances are hard to get without 
inordinate delays. The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and National Green Tribuanl 
(NGT) overlapping functions must be separated with clear boundaries. 
3. Placing upright and bright officers at right places is sine qua non to realize maximum 
governance. Second ARC recommendations related to civil services must be implemented to 
protect honest and punish corrupt. 
4. Empowering local governments would reduce the burden on top level. Efficient tax and 
power devolution can bring more decentralized governance. Eg: The Kutubasree model of 
Kerala if combined with local government would transform all villages into “Social capital”. 
The Uttiramerur inscription must be our inspiration to have minimum government and 
maximum governance with transparency and accountability as twin pillars. 
 
Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations. 

5) Critically examine the significance of opportunity that India 
has got to lease and develop Chabahar port on the southeast 
coast of Iran. (200 Words) 
 
Lease and Development of Chabahar port is one most important initative by Indian 
government in west aseas in the recent past. 
Importance of the project is due to the following interests: 
1. Political: It would give India politcal clout in the West Asia and Central Asia region 
2. Economic: India investing fertilzer plant in Iran, could potentially saves 50% of fertilzer 
subsidy. India invested 2 billion dollers in Afganistan mines and industries, the same needs 
port to export. 
3. Logistical: It would give access to Afghanistan's garland high way. It gives access to Iran 
markets and Irans gas. 
4. Strategic: India need not depend on other hostile countries for access to Central Asia. Has 
potential to balance Chinas initiative of Gwadar. 
5. Military: India could potentially have a military base giving India access to strait of 
Hormuz. 
However the following issues needs to be addressed to reap the full benefit of this project: 
6. Energy security: We can import gas from Iran through pipe line.  
Intern issues: 
1. Other port cities are not interested in developing Chabahar as competing port. 
External issues: 
1. The phase of project execution is slow leading to opportunity cost. 
2. New regime in Afghanistan is not so friendly with India. 
3. US restriction though eased to some extent, they are not removed completely. 
4. Finding an insurance for ship is very difficult, as western companies are not providing 
insurance to them. 
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the potential of the project is so lucrative that India should try to address the concerns to 
reap the benefits at the earliest. 
 
Topic:Fundamental rights; Governance issues 

3) “There is no need to criminalise words spoken or written, 
however strong and provocative they are in their criticism of the 
state.” Do you agree with this view? Comment. (200 Words) 
 
From people objecting to the nuclear plant at Koodankulam, to writers, to journalists and 
cartoonists and to social, there is plenty of evidence to illustrate the capricious manner in 
which certain constitutional( IPC Section 124 A) and legal provisions( Sec 499,500 IPC &IT 
Act Sec 66A) have been used. 
In diverse country like India, it is not suggestible to grant “absolute freedom or right” to 
anyone for the diverse reasons. 
While the constitution has granted the Freedom of Expression and Speech under Article 19 
(2), it also imposes reasonable restrictions to ban subjects that may provoke undesirable 
results detrimental to country’s peace and public order. 
Eg: The recent exodus of Assamese and other north-eastern students from several cities in 
India, which was the result of incorrect information circulated across the Internet and other 
means of communication. 
The Supreme Court may have upheld the constitutional validity of Section 124A in Kedar 
Nath Singh vs. State of Bihar (1962), but made it more than clear that sedition does not apply 
to mere “criticism of government action, however strongly worded.” 
While civil defamation under Section 153 of IPC is completely justified, criminal defamation 
under Section 499 and 500 IPC is against civil liberties. A law commission paper 
acknowledged that criminal defamation violated international norms and had “chilling effect 
on free speech”. Criminal defamation serves no overarching public interest. 
The middle path must be carved to accommodate the constitutional mandate and protect the 
sensitive social fabric of India which is sine qua non for economic development and 
prosperity 
 
Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to  Education, Human Resources.  

4) “Our failure to develop a scientific and progressive system of 
teacher-training is the root cause of many problems being 
faced by education system in India.” Comment. (200 Words) 
 
If the education system forms the backbone of the national human capital, it is the teachers 
that form the back bone of the education system. The kind of teachers and the quality of 
teaching are highly significant in determining a nation's future. An effective teacher training 
program is hence essential for rectifying many problems in our education system. 
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1. Indian education system follows the approach of "Read-Retain-Write" with a focus on 
clearing the examination with the highest scores. This pedagogy needs to change so that 
students would 'Understand-Analyse- Interpret'. This change would bring out the creativity 
in the young minds. 
2. The current teachers do not focus on imparting and inculcating value system in the 
students. Most of them focus on mechanical reproduction of curriculum so as to guide the 
students to attain maximum scores. As a result, the future citizens of India are lacking values 
like integrity, honesty, sincerety and so on. 
3. The teachers in India are highly underpaid when compared with their counterparts in 
developed nations. As a result, teaching has become the career choice of the last resort  
 
thereby not attracting the talented and passionate teachers. In this context, teacher training 
becomes even more important. 
4. Lack of teacher training is producing students at lower levels of education who are less 
equipped to deal with the challenges of higher education. Thus, teachers have proved to be a 
bottleneck in churning out quality and creative intellectual minds. 
Thus, a scientific and progressive teacher training program would be highly beneficial for the 
education system and the society as a whole in reaping the intellectual capital of the nation. 
 
Topic:Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests 

5) What possible role can India play in dealing with refugee 
crisis in Europe? Examine. (150 Words) 
 
European countries have been less than effective in dealing with recent exodus of refugees 
within their boundaries due to crisis in Syria, Libya etc. they have much to learn from Indian 
experience who itself have dealt with such refugee exodus many times over like during 
Bangladesh war, and Chinese aggression in Tibet. India can contribute in recent crisis in 
following ways 
# it can collaborate with Germany, its G-4 partner and only European country who has 
shown willingness to deal with the crisis, to find more effective ways to deal with the crisis 
# India can provide skilled human resource like doctors, paramedics, volunteers to help the 
refugees 
# India can provide paramilitary and coast guard for search and rescue operations in 
Mediterranean sea 
# India can also provide material resources like food and other daily necessities to refugees 
# European countries can consult Indian administrators who have experience in dealing with 
refugee exodus 
# India enjoys goodwill among many nations in UN so it can help mobilize a global opinion 
on the matter 
# India can provide inputs to war torn African countries based on its own experience on 
religious fundamentalism to help in their transition towards democracy thus reducing out 
migration 
# India can also join global coalition to end the menace of ISIS thus helping in cause of 
refugees and countering radicalism 
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Such efforts on part of India are also likely to help improve perception about India as a 
responsible global power rather than a soft and secluded power and secure permanent 
membership in UNSC. 
 
Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 
betterment of vulnerable sections 

4) Comment on the proposed amendment to the Child Labour 
(Prohibition and Regulation) Act 1986. (150 Words) 
 
The proposed amendments to the Child Labour Act, 1986 ("Act") are aimed at aligning it 
with the Right to Education Act, 2009 (RTE) for it seeks to prohibit child labour up to 14 
years. In doing so, the government seeks to achieve universal enrolment of all children 
between the ages of 6-14 as mandated under the RTE. 
While the proposed amendment is a step in the right direction, some of its provisions raise 
concerns: 
(A) While it seeks to prohibit child labour upto 14 years, it only regulated the employment of 
children between 15-18 years. In effect, it dilutes the definition of child under the National 
Policy for Children 2013 which defines children as persons below the age of 18 years. 
(B) Also the prohibition of child labour upto 14 years has been introduced with a rider where 
under, children under 14 years are permitted to be employed family enterprises after school 
hours. This provision has the potential of being misused by employers, who may try to pass 
off the child labour employed by them as a relative. Further, it will facilitate the employment 
of children in family occupations, which will lead to reinforcing adherence to caste based 
occupations preventing children from choosing an occupation of their choice. 
(C) While the law increases punishment for employing child labour, it does little to address 
the problem of low prosecution and conviction rates under the Act.  
(D) The amendment also permits employing children in the audiovisual, entertainment and 
advertising industries. This especially worrying since children employed in these industries 
are subject to intense trauma in order enhance the thrill and suspense, which these 
industries thrive on. 
In this light, the proposed amendment must be reviewed. Some suggestions in this regard: 
(A) Ensuring that the definition of child under the Act is in line with the National Policy for 
Children 
(B) Amending the provision which allows children to be employed in family enterprises.  
(C) Formulate a framework to regulate and monitor the employment of children in the 
audiovisual, entertainment and advertising industries. 
 
Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate.  
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5) A recent report has warned that the United Nations (UN) is 
becoming increasingly dependent on corporate funding and 
private partnerships in the face of intergovernmental policy 
impasses. Examine why and suggest what needs to be done to 
reform UN. (200 Words) 
 
Over the past 70 years, the United Nations (UN) has played an increasingly important role in 
maintaining international peace and security besides providing humanitarian assistance to 
the most needy of the world's people. However, while there has been an expansion in the UN 
functions, there has been no commensurate increase in its financial resources. This has 
resulted in this world organisations lurching from one financial crisis to another since as 
early as the 1980s. At the crux of the crisis, lies the inability of the world's politicians to 
stump up enough resources that the UN needs to fulfil the tasks, in a timely and reliable 
manner. This forced the UN to increasingly rely on voluntary donations from non-core 
resources especially the business/corporate sector. It is reported that almost 75% of the UN's 
development budget comes from such non-core resources. 
Excessive reliance on the business/corporate sector sets a dangerous precedent, on account 
of the following issues: 
(A) This approach has lead the UN into partnerships with transnational corporations that are 
frequently accused by civil society groups of violating/undermining environmental, labour or 
human rights standards. This is ironic for the UN is working to uphold these very standards. 
(B) Such partnerships have lead the UN into privileging the business sector besides allowing 
the business sector greater access and influence over agenda setting.  
(C) These partnerships implicitly devalue the role of governments, parliaments and 
intergovernmental organisations - weakening the UN's intergovernmental and democratic 
traditions of decision-making. 
Therefore, the increasing partnership with the business sector is bound to affect the UN's 
plays in international development. This makes reform imperative. Some suggestions are: 
(A) Public funding of the UN must be encouraged by ensuring that members pay their 
assessed contributions in time and in full. At the same limits must be placed on the 
contributions raised from business/corporate sector. 
(B) New avenues of UN's financing must be explored like taxation based on 'polluter pays 
principle'.  
(B) Setting up norms, standards and guidelines to govern UN's interactions with the 
corporate sector. Rules should be put in place for the transparency and public reporting of of 
all contributions received from the business sector.  
(C) Setting up an intergovernmental framework for monitoring UN-business sector 
partnerships. This will encourage greater accountability of UN interactions with the private 
sector by allowing governments to review these partnerships. 
(D) Reaffirming and promoting multilateralism by re-establishing the position of 
governments in UN's developmental framework. 
 
Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 
and the performance of these schemes 
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3) Critically examine objectives, implementation and 
performance of the Indira Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana 
(IGMSY), and some of the issues it has given rise to viability of 
conditional cash transfers in India. (200 Words) 
 
IGMSY is a centrally sponsored conditional maternity benefits scheme, where under 
pregnant and lactating women of 19 years of age or above, are paid Rs 6000 as entitlements 
so as to encourage them to improve their health and nutrition status. 
Objectives: 
(A) Encourage institutional deliveries besides stimulating pregnant/lactating women to seek 
institutional care both before and after delivery, both for themselves and their children.  
(B) Encouraging the women to follow nutrition and feeding practices, including early and 
exclusive breast-feeding for the first six months. 
(C) Since once of the conditions for receiving cash is undertake timely immunisation of the 
child - it also seeks to improve the health status of the child. 
Currently, the scheme is implemented on a pilot basis in 53 selected districts under the 
Integrated Child Development Scheme. While IGMSY is a step in the right direction, given 
India's relatively high maternal morality rate, its performance has not been optimal on 
account of the following reasons: 
(A) Lack of awareness among women regarding their entitlements under IGMSY and among 
the frontline workers on the criteria for eligibility. 
(B) Success of IGMSY presupposed the existence of an adequate supply of healthcare 
services, medication, staff and healthcare centres. In the absence of this requirement, IGMSY 
has been able to do little to improve the lot of P and L women in rural areas. 
(C) Cash entitlements under the scheme are to be transferred to the beneficiaries bank 
account. In the absence of universal financial inclusion, IGMSY has little chance of 
penetrating the rural pockets. What exacerbates this issue in undue delay in transferring the 
benefits. 
(D) The idea behind the scheme is to compensate women for the wage losses during and 
after pregnancy . Given that the wage rate for unskilled agricultural labour is around Rs 200, 
the amount of Rs. 6000 compensates women for a measly 30 days. This amount falls way 
short of the make, considering that the scheme seeks to encourage 6 months of exclusive 
breast feeding. 
Further, the sub-optimal performance of IGMSY, raises issues about the viability of 
conditional cash transfers in India. One concern is - the patriarchal mind-set of the Indian 
society, where more often than not it is the male head takes the important decisions 
pertaining to the household. This may prevent most women from venturing out to fufil the 
eligibility criteria, thereby excluding them from the ambit of IGMSY. In this light, the 
government needs to look beyond targeted and conditional approach to improving maternal 
and child health. While the ends of IGMSY are commendable, the means are not appropriate 
given the social realities of the Indian society. 
 
Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to Health, 
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4) Critically analyse progress made by India in addressing 
health related issues under MDGs and also examine if strictly 
implementing SDGs would help India achieve these 
shortcomings. (200 Words) 
 
India's effort in securing MDG was critical because most of the goals set were in percentage 
terms and consequently higher figure for India to achieve.Under health issues, four targets 
were set :  
1.Reducing child mortality below 5 years of age by two third and India moderately achieved 
i.e 56 % reduction. 
2.Reduce maternal mortality rate by three fourth but India achieved by only 66 %. 
3.Halt and reversal in HIV/AIDS : India was right on track and was successful in achieving 
it. 
4.Halt and reversal of malaria and other major diseases : India was moderately in path to 
achieve it. 
Problems faced by India in dealing with MDG's issues go beyond merely providing 
institutional and technical support : 
1. Socio-economic condition too act as barrier. Example - Women find cheaper and socially 
comfortable in having deliveries in home. 
2. Diversity of population - Many ethnics and religion's have barriers preventing use of 
scientific methods. Example - Some group of Muslims communities in tamil nadu don't 
believe in scientific care and rather god ,hence refusing to accept immunization for their 
children. 
3.Lack of fund and technical support : Although UN had set the target for each country to 
achieve and prescribed means to achieve it.But it lacked in proving funds and technical 
support to the developing countries in achieving it. 
Although India's effort had been exemplary but it's inability to achieve it provides scope for 
improvement.More importantly India's success in some fields like AIDS reduction and polio 
elimination can be utilized in weeding out similar problems facing it. 
As world is moving towards the sustainable developments goals for next fifteen 
years.Although strict technical and institutional support prescribed by UN is important but 
India should alsolook towards removing various Socio-economic barriers and 
decentralization of planning and implementation of programmes for its success here.India's 
role assumes significance because of it's huge population and it's success would drive the 
overall success of SDG. 
 
Topic: Role of civil services in a democracy 
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5) Critically discuss the concerns raised against present pattern 
of civil services exam conducted by UPSC. What changes 
would you suggest in the present pattern to select able 
officers? (200 Words) 
 
From Independence to till date , there are very few Instituitions in India which, are 
performing there functions & duties in a very Ifficient & Sustainable maner like ISRO, RBI & 
one among them is UPSC which conducts many exms in country also with Civil Services Exm 
( CSE ), concidred as one of the most prestegious, attractive, passionate & toughest exm not 
even in india but in the World. 
In recent time it is seen that, UPSC & Exm. Aspirants both are facing some hard time due to 
some internal lacunas in Exm & in System also, which needs to be fixed in a apropriate, 
acceptable, suitable & Sustainable manner. These Lacunas are : 
1] In preliminary stage, Paper 2 is in massive controversy due to its " Group Favouritism " 
which is highely acceptable on the basis of Quality of Education system & spread of this 
quality Education across the country, which itself is in big controversy. But the recent refoms 
like making paper 2 qualifying in nature is also welcoming. In my Opinion " Its Attitude not 
the Aptitude, which Determines your Altitude in Life ". 
2] In the Second stage of Exm what we called Mains, is also skeptical & debatable in nature. 
where the controvercy is moving around optional subject. If we throw focus on list of 
optional subjects, we get to know that, some optionals like Sociology, History, Geography etc. 
are highly tilting towards GS Papers while the other optionals like Civil, Eletrical 
Engineering, Commerce Acountancy, Botany etc. are highly irrelevant to GS papers. From 
this one obvious question hit the brain that is, what is the exact need of these technical 
subject in exam. What they ( UPSC ) exactly need to run the country, Technocrats or 
Bureaucrats ? In my Opinion nothing but the Humble, Sensitive & able person. 
3] As far as the matter of Age is concerned, i think it should kept as it is, If you realy want to 
take the advantage of countrys  
" Demographic Dividend ". Again one point should be note here, it is less about the Age & 
more about Maturity, understanding & opportunity. 
4] When it comes to the Language Medium, It is generally said that it again favours to the 
English Medium student which is acceptable upto some extend but in reality, the no. of 
aspirants appeared in english medium is more than any other langauge. I think Langauge 
Medium is the core of exm which must kept as it is, by concidering the Language Diversity in 
country. 
The number of committees have been formed on this problem but no firm output came out 
of it. Recentaly govt has appointed one new committee under DOPT to examine variou issues 
related to exm. Hope that it will come with some firm Output. Recentally when I had 
listening to our PM on Civil Service Day he states that , What Officers country need today are 
Sensitive than highly intelectual. 
 
Topic: Parliament and State Legislatures – powers & privileges and issues arising out of 
these. 
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3) It is revealed that the Government spends Rs. 2.7 lakh a 
month per Member of Parliament (MP). Do you think this 
expenditure is justified considering they are elected 
representatives and public servants? Critically comment. (200 
Words) 
 
MPs are entitled to Rs.50,000 per month as salary, Rs.45,000 as constituency allowance, 
Rs.15,000 as office expenses and Rs.30,000 for secretarial assistance. When Parliament is in 
session, they get a daily allowance of Rs.2,000. MPs are also reimbursed for 34 flight trips 
and unlimited rail and road travel for the year on official business. Thus the govt. spends 
about 2.7 lakh a month per member of parliament. 
Why its justified: 
1) Frequent travel: MPs have to make frequent travel domestic and abroad for legislative and 
consultation purposes. Often they are accompanied by their researchers and their expenses 
are borne by the govt. 
2) Constituency allowance: Daily activities, correspondence in constituencies requires money 
and thus 45000 as constituency involving lakhs of people is still a very small amount. 
3) Secretarial assistance: A good qualified secretary managing hundreds of day to day affairs 
of an MP is even difficult to hire in 30000. 
Why its worth a review: 
1) Unlimited rail and road travel: It bears a tremendous cost and thus atleast its important to 
know that travel is not made for personal visits. Travel allowances worth crores is 
impractical and need some mechanism to review. 
2) Fake expense sheet: Its easy to fake receipts to claim allowances. Proper scrutiny and a 
third party check is important to scrutinise authenticity of receipts. 
3) Free housing, limited free water, electricity, telephone facilities and medical treatment: All 
these facilities form a major part of a person’s salary. With these benefits, the monthly salary 
appears to be just an unspent bonus. 
4) Salary-work proportion: Some of the MPs don’t even bother to report for sessions. Also 
the net work done per session has to be reviewed. The principle of “No work, No pay” needs 
to be implemented for the legislators as well. 
Thus rather than looking at the salary figure, its better to calculate the total cost to 
company(CTC) which would give an appropriate expenditure being made on Member of 
parliament. In this age of accountability, the politicians and public servants have to be 
transparent regarding their CTC and no unaccountable expenditure shall be continued citing 
parliamentary priviledges. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests  



 

 

Insights	Secure	Q	&	A	
Paper	-	2	

																																					September	-	2015	
	 	

www.insightsonindia.com	
INSIGHTS	

													www.insightsias.com	
	 	

4) Why do you think, unlike other strong regional blocks such 
as ASEAN or EU where strong economic linkages exist, the 
South Asian region does not have such linkages? Discuss.  
(200 Words) 
 
The ASEAN and EU trade blocks are the modern examples of economic linkages in which 
free movement of financial capital, human capital and freight take place. 
The South Asian region face multitude of problems to create such linkages: 
1. Pakistan’s strong opposition to give India access to Afghanistan is classical example of 
poor regional connectivity. India too does not allow Pakistan to access Nepal and Bhutan- 
hurdles to SAARC. 
2. The regulatory environment of tax, customs and documentation is very complex in 
comparison to ASEAN and global standards. 
3. The trade facilitation issues and lack of Free Trade Agreements (FTA) discouraged the 
industrial groups. In the absence of these, tariff and non-tariff barriers became complex. 
4. The poor infrastructure has caused the transport cost high. The average freight speed on 
road and railway is equivalent to Sub-Saharan countries like Ethiopia and Sudan. 
5. The investment environment is still in nascent stage in Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh. 
They are poor and have rough topography-high cost to build infrastructure. 
6. Sri Lanka and Maldives are recently emerging from their domestic political issues. Their 
integration is still faced with policy issues with India, the major player. 
The South Asian region is having rich potential of energy and mineral resources. The 
burgeoning population and improving living standards with urbanization create huge 
potential to tap. The success of the region is so crucial to uplift millions from poverty and 
success of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
 
Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 
interests, 

5) Indian solar cell manufacturers have, for the second time, 
approached the government for imposing anti-dumping duties 
on the large-scale import of solar cells. What do you 
understand by anti-dumping duties? How will its imposition help 
Indian manufacturers and affect foreign vendors? Examine. 
(200 Words) 
 
Anti-dumping duties are a kind of 'tax' imposed on those imported goods, which have been 
priced artificially low using foreign govt subsidies. Anti-dumping duties are basically used to 
protect the interests of domestic manufacturers. In the past, these have been used on 
imported steel, PVC etc 
Impact on solar industry 
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Benefits 
1. As import prices normalise , the domestic manufacturers will no longer remain in a 
disadvantageous 
position vs the foreign vendors 
2. The manufacturing sector will pick up boosting the Make In India program 
3. Economically, the Current Account Deficits (CAD) will go down as imports drop 
4. This will also boost India's forex reserves and check depreciating rupee 
5. High skill- Solar fabrication is technologically intensive. Expansion of the sector 
domestically, will also initiate high skill manufacturing in the country, in contrast to the 
current low skilled ones 
Challenges 
1. As duties are imposed, the price of the imported panels rise. This will have to be borne 
either by the power producing companies or by the customer, the Aam Aadmi  
2. If power companies bear the cost, their cumulative losses, which is already very high, will 
magnify 
3. If customer bears it, it can lead to inflation, and the poor will be at a disadvantage 
4. Invoking of anti-dumping duties also invite opposition from the WTO. In fact, the WTO is 
already calling for the removal of 'home requirement' under the JNSM program 
Thus, anti-dumping duty seems only as a short term measure. The domestic industries will 
derive real benefits if long term steps like better policies, removing red-tape, incentives to 
the amateur industries are provided. 
 
Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 
and the performance of these schemes 

3) Do you think huge money invested in the Mid Day Meal 
Scheme (MDM) is judiciously used to meet the objectives of the 
scheme? Critically comment. (200 Words) 
 
MDM is the world largest food support scheme to raise the nutritional level of children along 
with ensuring school attendance. The schemes cost a humongous sum of thousand of cores 
to the exchequers and so deserves an analysis to ascertain it achievements. 
MDM needs to be analysed on its two objectives: 
a) Nutritional level: India suffer a 40% symptom i.e. malnutrition, stunted growth and under 
nutrition and micronutrient deficiency 
all are more than 40%. The recent RSOC does gives a sign of comfort as the health 
parameters have improved with less malnutrition, under nutrition and micro nutrient 
deficiency. A part of this success belongs to the MDM scheme. 
b) School attendance: Various surveys on RTE implementation have confirmed that school 
absenteeism is decreasing among the children. Together with various scholarship schemes, 
improvement in school infrastructure like separate toilets for girls; MDM has also been a 
cause for the same. 
But MDM has raised flanks on certain issues like: 
a) It has diverted the focus of school teachers from the primary activity of teaching to food 
management. This has affected the quality 
of education as confirmed by ASER report. 
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b) The hygiene practices followed in cooking are also questioned. Bihar Saran district MDM 
tragedy is a glaring example to this. 
c) Quality of food supply by FCI is often below fair and average quality. 
d) MDM is also mired with frequent delays in disbursement of finances to purchase food. 
Thus at places it has on off tendency. 
MDM thus need a reengineering so that it primary objectives are met without affecting the 
quality of education imparted and without costing the life of innocent children. 
 
 
Topic: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 
powers & privileges and issues arising out of these.  

4) Critically analyse the relationship of CAG with Parliament 
and Public Accounts Committee, and implications of making 
CAG accountable to the Parliament. (200 Words) 
 
Comptroller and Audit General (CAG) is a constitutional body under the article 148. CAG is 
the guardian of the public purse and controls the entire financial system of the country. 
Relation with the Parliament: 
1. CAG ensures the financial accountability of the executive to the Parliament by auditing of 
the accounts. 
2. It is an agent of parliament and conducts audit of expenditure on behalf of the Parliament. 
3. Parliament has empowered to prescribe the conditions to the CAG by the constitution. 
Relation with PAC: 
1. CAG acts like Friend, philosopher and guide to the PAC. 
2. While scrutinising the Accounts CAG has extends its expertise to the PAC. 
Implications: 
1. Compromising the Check and balance and it may tilt towards the favour of the executive. 
2. If parliament is dominated by the single party then it can dilute the functioning of the CAG 
by delaying the tabling of the reports in Parliament. 
3. It hampers the efficiency of the CAG while auditing the accounts. 
Our constitution makers had envisioned the CAG as bulwark of democracy. Strengthening 
the CAG will strengthen the democratic setup of India. 
 
 
 


