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Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 
and the performance of these schemes 

2) Do you think implementation and true potential of 
MGNREGA scheme is suffering due to politics at national and 
local level? Critically comment. (200 Words) 

 
 
Unemployment is one of the most important predicament in the very way of nation's 
empowerment. Thus to mitigate such predicament government of India launched guaranteed 
employment scheme MGNREGA. But right from it's implementation the scheme attached 
with the series of controversies. 
Here it should to noted that many research indicates that the MGNREGA is not implemented 
in it's true spirit and all these happens because of it's politicization at national and grass root 
level. Notably, it has been witnessed that the scheme often used as a political tool to mobilize 
the vote bank. During election eve's it has been notices that working days and wages are 
often increased by the ruling party. 
Further MGNREGA also hobbles in it's productivity. It mainly confined to the unproductive 
or bogus projects. Which not only cause huge financial loss for the nation, it also lead to 
inappropriate use of the nation's manpower. In MGNREGA issues are also highlighted 
regarding bogus job cards and unequal payment to workers. Concerns are also raised that 
politically sound subjects often garner the all benefits of the scheme. Thus the scheme lacks 
trickle down effect in absence of political commitment. 
At this point it is worth to mention that the scheme has huge potential to trap the rural 
manpower of the nation. Further it also emerged as a prominent tool to empower the 
marginalized and vulnerable sections. It can be proved by simple statics that 8-9% of the 
tribal population is 40% of the beneficiary of MGNERGA. Women participation are also very 
commendable in the scheme. Further MGNREGA also successfully mitigate the incidence of 
disguised unemployment in the nation to the larger extent. Which is very impressive for 
India regarding it's economy. The role of such scheme become more crucial in backward and 
remote regions as well as area hit by internal disturbance in the nation. 
Thus while analyzing all these it is very clear that the scheme has huge potential to transform 
rural India. But because of the politicization larger national interest suffers. Thus it is the 
high time to consider national interest as a top priority and mitigate the functional hobbling 
to such philanthropic schemes. 
 
Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 
and the performance of these schemes 

3) Examine the objectives of the National Food Security Act 
(NFSA). Also examine why its implementation is still lagging 
behind. (200 Words) 
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The National Food Security Act (NFSA) of Government of India is a solution to hunger and 
malnutrition. It aims to provide subsidised food grains to 75% of rural population and 50% 
of urban population in India as per Census 2011 data. 
Objectives: 
1. Facilitating dignified life: The World Bank report mentions that 23.6% of Indian 
population living on less than $1.25 per day. This section often struggles to fill their stomach. 
Subsidised affordable food grains would solve this problem to certain extent. 
2. Right to Food: The act is a paradigm shift in food security policies. It converts all the 
existing programmes (Eg: Mid-day Meal, Public Distribution System (PDS) and Integrated 
Child Development Services (ICDS)) into legal entitlements. 
3. Maternity benefits Acknowledgement: In a country of high IMR (40) and MMR (167) ,47% 
malnutrition children and in the light of unsuccessful chase of MDGs, the recognition of 
pregnant and lactating women and children nutritional needs is a step in right direction. 
However, its implementation has been postponed due to the following reasons: 
1. There is no authentic data of SECC with state governments who are actually going to 
implement the act. Even Tamil Nadu often known for efficient data management asked time 
to implement it. 
2. Antyodaya Anna Yojana households size is not yet clearly decided between states and 
centres. Centre took 5 per family where as states data range from 2-5 members. 
3. Huge fiscal stress in terms subsidies is a deterrent to any assertive action from centre and 
states. 
4. Ration cards integration with eligible bank account holders is yet to be streamlined. 
5. The financial burden on distribution of the food grains are still under negotiations with 
some states. 
Mayrbunj district of Odisha and Chattisgarh have some lessons to offer here in terms of PDS 
restructuring. FCI reforms can also contribute in the task. Feeding the hungry stomach not 
only addresses the “Hidden Hunger” but also prepares wheels for future poverty reduction 
efforts and SDGs implementation. 
 
Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate. 

4) Critically analyse the role, potential and performance of IMF 
in the present times. (200 Words) 
 
 
The IMF, one of the 2 Bretton Wood Institutions along with the World Bank, were created in 
1945 to establish a monetary order in a WW2 ravaged world 
Role 
1. It provides with monetary support to counntries in times of Balance of Payment Crisis 
2. It monitors the economic health and rings timely warning bells 
3. It aims to create a sound, stable world economic regime by incentivising countries to allow 
long term structural reforms  
4. It acts as a forum for the member countries to discuss their economic policies and settle 
their issues 
Potential 
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By using instruments like SDR provided by the IMF, member countries can tackle their 
individual internal and external problems. This stimulates a balanced and secure growth all 
across the world 
Performance 
Positives 
1.In general, the world witnessed a stramlined growth from the WW2 onwards to the 
Financial Crisis of 2008 
2. IMF also prevented Balance of paymemt crisis in countries like India,Argentina, etc from 
escalating 
Challenges 
1. Voting rights in the IMF favour the rich countries of the west. 
2. It was unable to warn, prevent and control the Financial Crisis of 2008 efficiently 
3. IMF's inability has also seen been seen in the continued Greek Economic Crisis 
4. Creation of new institutions such as currency swapping agreements in NDB, AIIB have 
reduced IMF's dominating role  
5. It has been accused to promote American-Euro model of growth 
Hence, there is a need for the IMF to become more participative in order to stay more 
relavant in the contemporary times 
 
 
Topic: Powers, functions and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies. 

5) Discuss the difficulties faced by Election Commission in 
preparing clean electoral rolls. How can it overcome these 
difficulties using available policies and technologies? Examine. 
(200 Words) 
 
 
-Fair elections being the pre-requisite of a successful democracy, it is necessary to maintain 
their sanctity by ensuring that there are no mistakes in the conduct of elections. One of such 
aspects to be take care of, include the adequate preparation of electoral rolls. 
--The difficulties encountered while making them include: 
1. Rapid urbanization leading to sharp and discreet changes in district demographic profile. 
2. The migrant labourers only inhabit the current place they are living at, but have the 
residential proof of their house in the native state, which leads to duplication of names in 
both electoral rolls. 
3. Reorganization of the assembly constituency on the basis of the Reorganization 
Committee Report can also lead to duplication of names, if not updated adequately 
4. Lack of trained and dedicated staff for electoral roll preparation 
5. Unavailability of electors during office hours, to ascertain the same people live at same 
address. 
--Possible measures: 
1. Use Aadhar cards, instead of Elector Photo Identity Card (EPIC) to prevent duplication of 
names in different constituencies’ rolls. 
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2. Cooperation among different states to ascertain no duplication of names in the pre 
election period, so as to avoid the rush during election time. 
3. Generating interest among electors, to notify change in their address for updating the 
rolls. 
--Taking such measures can make it easy for ensuring the authenticity of electoral rolls and 
help in making the election process hassle free. 
 

 
Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 
issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

4) Now it is being argued that good economic policies and 
growth win elections in India. Examine. (150 Words) 
 
Democratic politics in India has seen a marked shift since the turn of new century. This shift 
is reflected in the preference of electoral. 
LPG reforms of 1990’s has alleviated many out of the poverty to create a new middle class in 
Indian society. This class has its own 
preferences which are umbilically linked to the growth rate and economic policies. Thus the 
traditional electoral equations based on social engineering, cast politics and communal 
issues is losing ground. This trend started with the more developed state Gujarat and 
gradually expanded to other states like M.P., Orissa and Bihar. The recent 16th lok sabha 
election mark the beginning of this phenomena at national level where cast based parties like 
those in U.P. failed even to open their account. 
But there are certain states where electoral politics leaves everyone flummoxed. The Delhi 
poll result where despite growth momentum generated by central government, it failed 
miserably; or the Yadav trio that united in Bihar and later bifurcated, makes the growth 
based electoral calculations confusing. 
Hence to say that growth rate has a pan India affect on electoral politics will be pre-mature, 
but definitely it a trend that needs to 
be welcomed. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests 

5) Can you call Germany as India’s natural ally? Justify and 
also critically examine why strong relationship between two 
countries is said to be important in bringing stability to their 
respective regions. (200 Words) 
 
For India and Germany to be called natural ally both must have shared interest and be 
mutually compatible to each other. Lets analyse: 
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a) United Nation Membership: Both the nations despite their politico-economic clout are 
deprived of permanent membership of UNSC and are vehemently contesting their 
candidature. 
b) Nuclear Energy sector: Germany has decided to completely move away from the nuclear 
energy. With the ongoing nuclear energy protest, India may look forward to Germany for 
nuclear free solution. 
c) Renewable Energy sector: Germany has well developed renewable energy sector and feed 
in tariff facility that it can provide to 
India. 
d) Defence sector: Germany provides a viable alternative to Indian defence sector purchases 
due its advance technology. 
e) Education: Germany is emerging as cost effective and viable alternative to UK and USA for 
education. 
f) Automobile sector: Germans has advanced automobile industry quench can be easily 
fulfilled by huge Indian market. 
g) Germany has huge investible fund, technology but ageing population. While India is needs 
investment and technology. It can offer labour force to complement it ageing population. 
These reason are far enough to establish both as mutual ally. 
The two countries are also considered to play stabilising role in their respective region. 
a) Multipolarity: Germany in Europe is able to break the hegemony of UK and to to an extent 
hegemony of USA in the developed world. India is considered as counter to assertive china 
and plays swing state role in Asian geopolitics. 
b)Peace and tranquillity: Germany’s role in migrant crises of Europe is compatible with the 
way India has accommodated Tibetans, Bangladeshis and Tamils of S.L. 
c) Economic stability: While Germany stood to the crises of 2008 and still hold the European 
economy together, India’s ability to quell the crises and its emergence as growth pole of 
Asian economy is equally stabilising. 
Thus to conclude both the nations are presently playing the role of stabiliser in their 
respective regions. 
 
Topic: World history; India and its neighbours 

3) What do you understand by ‘Monroe Doctrine’? Do you think 
India is following this doctrine to deal with its neighbours? 
Critically comment. (200 Words) 
 
Monroe Doctrine was the foreign policy of USA, charted out by President Monroe in 1823. It 
had following considerations:  
1- Defined American continent(including American colonies) as New World. European 
intervention in New World was forbidden. 
2- Likewise USA, would not interfere in internal politics of Europe. 
3- De-colonization of New World by Europe. 
4- USA would also not carry out colonization in Europe. 
5- New World or Western Hemisphere, was declared to be USA's zone of influence. Europe's 
intervention would be considered as war on USA. 
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Being the largest economy and democracy in south Asia, the contemporary Indian Foreign 
Policy has shades of Monroe doctrine. 
1- Nepal: The explicit dissent, noted by Indian government, with respect to rights of 
Madheshis & Tharus in newly framed, Nepal's Constitution, which enjoys a broad consensus, 
is a show of India's over-intervention in local politics of Nepal. 
2- Bangladesh: The government's decision to provide refuge to Bangladeshi hindus, has also 
met with political hostility in Bangladesh, affecting their local demography. 
3- Myanmar: The Indian operation- 'Hot Pursuit' against the militants of NSCN(K) and the 
following chest thumping by India have antagonized the sovereign nation. 
While this may seem an aggressive Monroe doctrine by India, it is also a counter-balancing 
measure to the increasing influence of China in the region and to restore the lost diplomatic 
space of India in south-Asia. 
China's influence: 
1- Sri-lanka: Instances of Chinese submarines and naval ships being parked in Sri lanka and 
chinese offer of building Hambantota port were seen as security concerns for India. 
2- Malidves: Chinese ships and submarines, increasing inclination towards china, was a 
security threat to India. 
3- Nepal: Increasing influence of China, with the slew of development and infrastructure 
projects. 
4- Bangladesh: Long stalled land boundary agreement and Teesta river water sharing had 
marred the diplomatic relation with mistrust and inequity. 
5- Pakistan: Chinese built Karakkoram highway through PoK and proposed $46 billion 
investment in infrastructure projects in Pakistan, have increased Chinese clout in the region 
manifold. 
The lost diplomatic space in the previous decade and the increasing Chinese influence in 
south Asia have been a major security concern for India. To counter-balance this 
expansionary policy of China, India follows a shade of Monroe doctrine, to restore its 
diplomatic position in the region. 
 
Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to Health 

4) “The dengue outbreak in Delhi exposes the total absence of 
a functional public health care system with an efficient disease 
surveillance mechanism and highlights the dangers of leaving 
public health to the private sector.” Critically examine. (200 
Words) 
 
Dengue struck much early and spread much faster in India this year. Even states like 
Arunachal Pradesh, which had no dengue cases two years ago, have reported a large number 
of patients. 
The outbreak though expected in monsoon is not handled in an efficient manner for the 
following shortcomings in disease surveillance: 
1. Lack of trained health professionals especially epidemiologists at district and state level 
hospitals as per the increasing number of patients. 
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2. Serious imbalance of patient-bed ratio in state-run hospitals. 
3. Laboratory confirmation of cases and outbreaks often delayed due to lack of proper 
equipment and supporting technical human resource. 
4. Lack of speedy communication methods at disposal. 
5. In private health care, there is no proper documentation of the affected patients visiting. 
6. Sometimes, they refuse admission to patients. 
7. They operate in isolation from the state run hospitals not reporting any disease outbreak. 
Way forward: 
1. 2014 Football World Cup, Brazil used a forecasting method to determine the risk of the 
disease. There is a need to inspire from them, even Vietnam and Brazil did it on the same 
lines. 
2. Each district and state needs to ensure availability of all surveillance tools, guidelines, 
standard operating procedures and requisite health and technical professionals in place (Eg: 
Andhra Pradesh SMS-based outbreak alert system). 
3. ISRO’s EduSat and Satellite Interactive Terminals (SIT) potential must be fully harnessed. 
4. Expand collaboration between public and private healthcare institutes and university and 
medical students for complete understanding of new strains of diseases. 
What we need are strategies that provide long-term protection, cost effective and safe for 
people and the environment. 
 
 
Topic: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 
significant provisions and basic structure. 

2) Do you think India created a liberal republic before creating a 
liberal public culture? In the light of incidents involving 
intolerance to other’s views, critically comment on the 
statement. (200 Words) 
 
Its well known that Indian constitution has borrowed many ideas from different countries 
and adopted them in Indian context. Values like liberty, equality, fraternity, democracy have 
been borrowed mainly from western countries, although Indian society intrinsically had 
these values imbibed in its society. But Indian society has been characterized by its 
dominance of religious and traditional outlook rather than individualism and liberalism. 
Western countries have gone through painful process which is termed as renaissance. From 
16th to 18th century, turmoil in European societies was concerned with challenging the 
religious authorities and promoting a rational outlook towards life. Hence these values were 
consolidated in peoples mind in the course of time. We can say that these values there have 
emerged only after thinking pattern of people have changed. 
Much contrast to that, in Indian society, these values have been imposed by political 
machinery on people. A large chunk of people have still not realized the importance of these 
values and put there religion and tradition first.  
A major weapon to fight a parochial mindset is education. But sadly our leaders could not 
ensure proper education of our countrymen even after 70 years of independence. Its high 
time to revolutionize our masses and educate them property so that they can be rationale 
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enough to understand the importance of these values in forming a peaceful and stable 
society. 
 
For better answer, 
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/10/05/2-do-you-think-india-created-a-liberal-
republic-before-creating-a-liberal-public-culture-in-the-light-of-incidents-involving-
intolerance-to-others-views-critically-comment-on-the-statement/#comment-2290559481 
 
Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 
issues arising out of their design and implementation.  

3) “Recent statistics confirm that the criminal justice system in 
India is inefficient, and prejudiced against minorities and poor.” 
Critically analyse. (200 Words) 
 
Our constitution makers dreamt of a judicial system that would provide speedy and fail 
justice to all, without any discrimination. 65 years have passed and the dream continues to 
remain just a dream. Here's why 
Inefficiency 
1. Pending cases- Over 3 crore cases are pending in the various courts of India 
2. Each case on an average takes years to be solved 
3. The problem is magnified especially for the more severe cases like Murder and rape 
Prejudice  
1. Statistics show that around 2/3rd of the jailed are undertrials. And their main reason is 
that they are so poor, that they can't even pay for the bail bonds 
2. Similarly, the proportion of people from the minority communities like Muslims is 
disproportionately high 
3. Reports also show that corruption, which allows the rich to escape, is prevalent 
Is it a problem with the judicial system? 
Yes, to some extent. Huge vacancies lies in the appointment of judges throughout the 
country. In fact, it has been aggravated over the logjams over NJAC vs collegium system. 
Similarly, courts are mostly manually driven, without using sufficient technology. This 
further slows down the cases Also the frequent transfers of judges, leads to greater adjusting 
time 
But, the problem also arises, because of other issues. Often, the policemen are found to 
arrest the poor disproportionately more. From the sociological perspective, correlation exists 
between poverty, unemployment, illiteracy and the crimes committed 
The need now is to increase the no of courts and judges, implement the courts directive of 
releasing undertrials who have spent enough jail time, and technological changes so that 
judicial system indeed cherishes the dreams of our constitution makers 
 
 
Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to Health 
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4) Critically evaluate progress made by India in achieving 
universal immunisation. (150 Words) 
 
For best answer 
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/10/05/4-critically-evaluate-progress-made-by-india-
in-achieving-universal-immunisation/#comment-2290515335 
 
Topic: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 
significant provisions and basic structure. 

3) Write a critical note on the India – Germany relationship. 
(200 Words) 
 
Relations between India and Germany have gone through different phases starting from 
World War I to the current phase of support for UNSC seat. There have been areas of co-
operation and some sticking points too. 
Areas of co-operation: 
1)Permanent UNSC seat: Germany and India support each other through G-4 for a 
permanent seat in UNSC 
2)Renewable energy: Germany's successful experiments with renewable sources and India’s 
increasing dependence on green energy under the recently declared INDCs opens 
opportunities to collaborate 
3)Defense relations: Germany is 5th largest arm exporter to India and given the thrust of 
India on “Make in India”, it can be expected that German manufacturers would establish 
their production base in India 
4)Cultural relations: Germany’s institutions and universities invest considerable resources in 
understanding India metaphysics, tradition and culture and India too is keen to introduce 
German as an optional language in Indian schools 
5)Complementarities: Germany has high-end technology, surplus capital and demographic 
deficit while India lacks in technology and capital but possess a demographic dividend 
Sticking areas: 
1)Strategic partnership: India and Germany became strategic partners in 2000 but the 
progress has been considerably low 
2)Germany vs. EU: Germany is faced with a dilemma in whether to support for an 
independent seat for her or a seat for EU in the UNSC 
3)High cost of procurement: The technology and defense equipments are very costly as 
compared to what India can get from other countries 
4)Low levels of trade: Trade has remain abysmally low because of slow progress on Indo-EU 
FTA 
In light of these arguments, it can be said that India needs to actively engage with Germany 
so as to receive support in political, cultural and economic terms. 
 
Topic:  Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 
interests,  
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4) Discuss about the Trans-Pacific Partnership and its likes 
impact on India’s foreign trade. (200 Words) 
 
1)Trans-Pacific Partnership is a trade and investment pact among the Pacific-rim countries.  
2)It was spearheaded by USA to support job creation, wage growth and export sector in its 
economy.  
3)It is an exclusive pact as it provides duty free trade, reduced tariffs and mutual regulatory 
recognition to members.  
4)Its members command 40% of global GDP and one third of global trade. 
Potentially adverse impact on Indian trade- 
1) TPP has zero tariff or no tariff on goods of members, making them mutually more 
competitive than India. 
2) The Yarn Forward Rule in TPP requires that the fabric or yarn to make apparels for export 
should also be sourced from TPP members, thus dealing a blow to textile industry in India. 
3) The US is hoping to bring the labour and environment regulations closer to its own 
standard, which will be difficult for India to match, thus reducing its bargaining power with 
US vis a vis other TPP members from South Asia.  
4) The IPR regulations under TPP are more demanding than those of WTO even, so India 
might have to make compromises i its agri and MSME sectors to compete. 
5) Brookings Institute has estimated that the TPP and its exclusion of India can cost around 
$2.7bn annually in lost trade for India. This number can grow up to $6bn if new members 
are included in the pact, like China. 
6) TPP standards will apply along supply chains, so that products tested in one TPP country 
need not be tested again at another TPP country. If India cannot meet these tough standards, 
it will be difficult for her to enter at any point in the global supply chains.  
7) Some of India's largest exports are in the service sector, and reduction in service trade 
barriers with TPP members can deal a major blow to India. 
Potential benefits for India- 
1) India can fill in gaps for some TPP members. For example, while Vietnamese textile 
exports are highly competitive, it does not grow the raw material, cotton. It also does not 
have enough fabric units. India can capitalise on this investment opportunity. 
2) India has FTAs with some of the TPP members like Japan, Malaysia, Singapore, and a 
Bilateral Investment Treaty negotiation underway with the US. This can cushion the impact 
on India and also help ease it into global standards that apply to TPP. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests 

5) India has signed Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty (MLAT) 
with 39 countries and is trying to sign this treaty with more 
developed countries. Examine importance of this treaty for 
India. (150 Words) 
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MLAT is an agreement between two or more nations to exchange legal information for 
harmonising the enforcement of public and criminal laws. The treaty includes agreements 
like UN Convention against Transnational Organised Crime, European Convention on 
Information on Foreign Law and some more. 
--India has signed MLATs with more than 30 countries. MLATs between countries allow for 
potential intelligence sharing and India can potentially share intelligence data with countries 
it has MLATs with, and vice versa.  
--Furthermore, these MLATs allow India to gain access to data stored on the cloud and to 
data stored by multinational service providers, as long as such data falls within the 
jurisdiction of a country India has a MLAT with. This can potentially be particularly useful in 
aiding law enforcement agencies with their investigations. 
--The treaty is particularly useful in the War on Terror era, since governments and law 
enforcement agencies can potentially gain access to data which is necessary for an 
investigation, but which resides beyond the borders of their country. 
--The recent visit of German chancellor to India has revamped the talks of an Indo-German 
MLAT, but has hit a roadblock on provision of death penalty, which is set to be resolved in 
near future, due to the various reforms in the Judicial sector. 
 
For better answer, please refer to link below 
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/10/06/5-india-has-signed-mutual-legal-assistance-
treaty-mlat-with-39-countries-and-is-trying-to-sign-this-treaty-with-more-developed-
countries-examine-importance-of-this-treaty-for-india/#comment-2292371476 
 
Topic: Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act; Salient features of 
Constitution 

2) The Supreme Court of India has not only refused to 
recognise the right to vote as a fundamental right, but gone 
further by accepting that it is a ‘privilege’ that ‘may be taken 
away’. What is your opinion on this issue? Critically comment. 
(200 Words) 
 
The Supreme court has in the past refused to recognize the right to vote as a fundamental 
right, as not voting is also a form of exercising franchisee and democratic expression. Further 
through its various judgments it has upheld the notion of 'purity of parliamentary 
democracy' stating it to be legitimate to keep those elements out which pollutes the election 
process. 
Points in favor of the judgment: 
1. A candidate is disqualified to stand for election, if he/she is disqualified as a voter on 
certain grounds. Thus, taking away the 'privilege' to vote, is not only stopping unwanted 
elements from being a part of electoral process but also becoming an elected representative. 
2. Upholds the fact that a citizen needs to be conscious of its duties/actions also apart from 
its rights. 
3. Criminalisation of politics, rigging of electoral process, duplication of voters etc are 
problems which need to be tackled at the root. 
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Points against the judgment: 
1. Prisoners are debarred from voting irrespective of the gravity of the offence that they have 
committed or length of their sentence. 
2. The Indian statute makes no distinction between convicted prisoners, undertrials, and 
those in lawful police custody.  
3. 65 per cent of the prison population in India are undertrials, thus denied the right to vote 
even before being proved guity. 
The Supreme court need to reconsider its definition of eligibility criterion of participating in 
election process with the help of an opinion from an expert committee with the goal of 
achieving a pure yet inclusive democracy. 
 
Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to Health 

2) It is said that India’s food chain continues to suffer from 
excessive toxicity due to various causes.  What are the 
causes? What is the role of government in addressing this 
issue? Examine. (200 Words) 
 
-The toxic substances used in chemical industries have now found a way in the country’s 
food chain. This can be 
attributed to following: 
1. The excessive pesticides percolate in the soil and mix in the ground water, which is 
eventually used for consumption in households. 
2. The chemicals used for artificial ripening of fruits and vegetables, by shopkeepers, are also 
toxic in nature. 
3. The injections used on dairy animals to increase their yield, also get mixed with their milk 
4. Preservatives used in “heat and cook” products have also been found to be toxic in nature, 
like in the recent case of Maggi noodles among others. 
--The government has started various initiatives to avoid such incidents: 
1. Farmers are being encouraged to use organic farming wherever possible. Also, others are 
being instructed about the efficient use of pesticides. 
2. There have been several surprise raids by the FCI officers in recent time, to check the 
quality of food products in industries. 
3. Initiatives of Soil health cards have also been started to educate farmers more, about the 
type of crops to be grown for maximum yield, decreasing the need for fertilisers and 
pesticides. 
4. All complaints of food adulteration are now addressed expeditiously, so as to prevent any 
disease breakout in future. 
--Such steps when taken on a large scale, can ensure the minimisation of toxicity in foods, 
leading to better food security in the country along with health security. 
Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 
and the performance of these schemes 
3) Write a note on Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana. (150 Words) 
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http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/10/08/3-write-a-note-on-pradhan-mantri-mudra-
yojana/#comment-2296039027 
 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests  

3) It is argued that the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) can 
alter not only trade but also geopolitics. In what ways, do you 
think India will be affected vis a vis its superpower ambitions 
and development requirements by not becoming part of TPP? 
Critically examine. (200 Words) 
 
TPP is a regional mega trade agreement being negotiated by 12 pacific rim nations lead by 
the US. The main objectives of TPP is the economic integration of these nations in order to 
provide greater market access for goods and services. In this context the TPP touches upon 
various aspects including liberalisation of trade in goods and services, strong rules for 
investment protection, strengthened protection of IPR and standardisation of non-tariff 
barriers. Besides trade, the TPP also has immense geopolitical significance. By leaving India 
and China out of negotiations, USA seeks to cement in position as a global super power. 
In this light, the TPP can have the following repercussions, positive and negative, for India, 
in the event India does not join the same: 
(A) Trade 
-TPP signatory countries account for 40% of the global GDP and include the likes of US and 
Japan => norms set by this group can effectively become global standards, which effectively 
means setting up of an alternate trade regime outside of the WTO 
- Indian exports can face adverse prospects in TPP markets in the absence of upgrading to 
new quality standards of the these markets - financial costs of such upgradation can make 
Indian exports uncompetitive. Pharmaceutical, leather, textile industry to take a hit. 
- TPP could become an indirect forum for pushing onto India obligations that it is not willing 
to accept otherwise. E.g. dilution of India's IPR regime. 
- Positive - India will be forced to look inward to its large domestic market to tackle losses 
suffered overseas. Also in the long run, improved standards will be beneficial to India. 
(B) Geopolitical 
- Will allow the US to increase its influence in the Indo-Pacific region. This will bring it is 
direct confrontation with China => this increase volatility in the region, which is bad for 
India. 
- Reduce the relevance of multilateral democratic fora like the WTO and allow US to set the 
norms for trade => fragmentation of the international trade regime. 
- Trade translates to power => losing out to TPP states in terms of trade is bound to affect 
India's standing as an emerging global power.  
- Positive - Lead to China's containment => more geopolitical space for India, which is 
anyways favoured over China by US, Japan. 
Therefore, in this light, TPP is bound to have a significant influence on both world order and 
trade. 
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Topic:Development processes and the development industry- the role of NGOs, SHGs 

4) Critically discuss the problems faced by women SHGs in 
India and the lacunae in the prevailing model of SHG micro-
finance. (200 Words) 
 
SHGs have achieved remarkable success in empowering rural masses, especially women, 
socially and economically. In fact, the government has been encouraging the micro-finance 
based model of poverty eradication. E.g. National Rural Livelihood Mission. However, the 
prevailing model of SHG micro-finance in general and women SHGs, in particular continue 
to face a myriad of problems. 
Problems faced by women SHGs: 
(A) Women have little financial independence at home. Therefore, women SHGs often fail to 
augment their collateral corpus adequately. This makes banks reluctant to finance projects 
lead by such SHGs. 
(B) Given the patriarchal notions of the Indian society, women SHGs are perceived with 
contempt and suspicion.  
(C) Low literacy levels in rural areas, especially so among women, proves to be a major 
barrier. Makes it difficult for them to not only gather information but also market their 
product effectively. 
(D) Above-mentioned reasons force many women SHGs to middlemen, leading to their 
exploitation. 
(E) Enormous workload on women, especially on account of their familial obligations, results 
in poor productivity of women SHGs. 
Coming to the SHG micro-finance model for poverty alleviation, following concerns remains: 
(A) Many a times, SHGs are dominated by the elite among the rural poor. This could lead to 
alienation of the real beneficiaries. 
(B) SHGs don't often follow need-based loan disbursal for the money from the SHG account 
is usually equally distributed among all members => differential credit needs of the group 
ignored 
(C) Model hardly focuses on investment potential and improvement of skill levels of the 
borrowers - making credit available is not a panacea to rural problems.  
(D) SHG model has not been used by members to push themselves up the economic ladder. 
Focus of this model remains on financial inclusion and fails to tap the entrepreneurial spirit 
of borrowers. 
No doubt that the model has successfully inculcated financial training and discipline among 
rural poor, more needs to be done to make this model a true harbinger of prosperity at the 
grass-roots level. 
 
Topic:  Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme with that of other countries  

2) Critically analyse the important features of newly 
promulgated constitution of Nepal. (200 Words) 
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Nepal has adopted the new constitution in 2015. The basic features if the newly promulgated 
constitution are:- 
1. Republic Nepal has selected elected republic instead if monarchical republic. 
2. Federal:- The federal structure has divided power between the center and the state. 
Accordingly 6 states have been formed in Nepal. 
3. Democratic Parliamentary form:- the government will be elcted for a fixed tenure on the 
basis of universal adult franchise. 
4. Secularism :- Nepal has denounced the idea of theological state and adopted secularism as 
the creed. 
All this goes on to show Nepal's resolve to adopt modern forward looking constitution. 
5. Recognition of the rights of the transgenders. Infact it went on to give legal acceptance to 
the third sex. 
However there are certain drawbacks which still needs ot be addressed :- 
1. Uneven representation of Terai and Madhesh people:- The states have been created in a 
way that hav beleagured the people of the plains. Despite having equal population as the hill 
people, the Madhesh and Terai people have lower representation in the Central assembly. 
2. Curtailment of women's right to marry outside Nepal. If women marries a person who is 
not a nepali the her citizenship would expire. This is curtailment of basic human rights. 
3. The preamble to the constitution starts with "We the Nepali people" and not as the " We 
the people of Nepal". The experts see it as a flaw as it gives precedence to nation rather than 
state. This may make Nepal a weak sovereign. 
Nepal's constitution has found many similarities with Indian constitution. India can 
incorporate the rights of transgrnders as done by the Nepali people. Similarly Nepal could 
learn from India's experience of ensuring that the constitution ids more inclusive for tribals, 
and women. 
 
Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 
and the performance of these schemes 

3) Critically discuss the role of Integrated Child Development 
Services scheme and maternity entitlements  in children’s food 
and nutrition security. (250 Words) 
 
ICDS is focused to provide nutritious food, health check-ups, lifesaving immunization and 
preschool education for the group of 0-6 year old children through the institutions like 
aganwadis and ANM. Deficiency of food and nutrition in the first five years of birth results in 
stunting and weak mental developments in the later stage of development in children. Thus, 
ICDS and maternal programmes are framed under the welfare nature of constitution and 
initiative for healthy demographic dividend. 
Under ICDS, govt. is providing nutritious and ample amount of food for children by 
including diverse range of foods according to age of children. In addition, nutrition and 
mineral diets are also provided to pregnant mothers under various maternal schemes. 
Besides, campaigning and education for lactation also proved helpful in nutritious diet for 
children. All these schemes bear good fruits in the past studies conducted to check their 
efficiencies. 
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But poor penetration of schemes in vulnerable areas, such as eastern and NE india, lack of 
skilled staff, corruption in material supplies and unhygienic cooking are some roadblocks in 
the 100% results. Thus, it is needed to bring PRI in these schemes to play role of ensuring 
accountability and transparency. Secondly, more NGOs should be promoted to help in this 
cause by bringing innovative food preparation and research methodologies. 
 
Topic: functions and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies 

2) It is said that the Election Commission’s restrictive campaign 
finance rules creates deeper problems for representation and 
democracy at large in India. Do you agree with this view? 
Critically comment. (200 Words) 
 
Election Commission (EC) has been consistently revising the campaign finance rules to bring 
them in line with what are required in practice. This will help curb the use of large amount of 
black money being used in elections. The ceiling for campaign finance were revised in 2014 
and a candidate was allowed to spend Rs 70 lakh in a constituency. This was 30 lakhs over 
the 2009 limit. 
Although a generous increase from the previous ceiling, the amount account to a mere Rs 3-4 
per voter per constituency. This is even less than what the election commission itself spends 
per voter. Therefore these restrictive campaign finance rules leads to the following problems: 
1. Corruption - Given the large population of a constituency, many of which have thousands 
of villages and a very short time to campaign, candidate is unable to address all voters in his 
constituency. Therefore he has to resort to large number of middlemens, advertisements and 
other marketing means to reach out to voters. This requires money and unaccounted money 
is resorted to by most the candidates. The unidentified donors are paid back in the form of 
allocation of resources or contracts after a candidate comes to power. 
2. Narrow view of representation - Restrictive campaign finance rules indicate the implicit 
assumption of EC that a wealthier candidate is more likely to win. This has been conclusively 
proved wrong in the delhi elections. However this points out to a narrow view of 
representation that the candidate should have similar socio-economic status to the average 
voter and that wealthy cannot speak for the poor. This is in start contrast to the united states 
where most of the senators are millionaires and actively speak and debate on pro poor 
policies. 
3. Finally the restrictive rules strike the very essence of representation. For voters to make an 
informed decision they need to understand the candidate's policy positions and sometimes 
interact with the candidate directly. But the lesser time and subsequent reliance on 
middlemen and advertisements, leads to relatively uninformed and arbitrary decision by the 
voter. 
Therefore the restrictive campaign finance rules result into corruption and create problems 
for representation and democracy at large. Although there are many other caste, religious 
and economic factors resulting into above problems, a positive start would be to reform the 
system from within. 
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P.S. Realized after writing that the answer is highly critical of the govt. As aspirant and given 
the question is 'critically comment' we should try to give a positive viewpoint also. Please 
correct me if i am wrong 
 
Topic: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability 

3) In the light of tenth anniversary of RTI act, critically analyse 
how important this act has been to Indian democracy. (200 
Words) 
 
The RTI act was enacted in 2005 with the objective of enhancing governance by making 
government information and records accessible to the common citizens of the country. Its 
positive impacts have been many. They are listed below: 
1. It has empowered the citizens by letting them make informed decisions every day rather 
then once every five years. 
2. As information is power for the bureaucracy, the act has facilitated power sharing between 
the government and the people. This has strengthened democracy. 
3. It has helped permeate a culture of social audits and public hearings that hold erring 
officials accountable to their acts. The CAG has now formally incorporated social audits as 
part of formal audits as a result. 
4. It has resulted in better transparency in implementation of government schemes and 
programs and therefore their superior implementation. 
5. The overall governance has as a result improved following the enactment of the RTI act. 
This can be seen through the discovery of scams such as 2G, coal gate etc. 
However, there are a few drawbacks of the act: 
1. It has been used to stall and blackmail officials through misuse of information accessed via 
the RTI. 
2. The efficacy of the act have been lowered due to lack of independence of the information 
commissioners and delay tactics of the government as seen in the appointment of central 
information commissioners. 
3. The importance has further been lowered due to the non-compliance of the orders of the 
commission by the political parties which might amend the act to dilute its powers. 
4. In the absence of strong whistle blower act and public grievance law, the RTI act lacks 
teeth to fish out larger scams and corruption. 
Therefore, for the act to stay relevant it has to be strengthened with supporting legislation as 
well as greater independence. 
 
 
Topic: Important aspects of governance, role of civil society etc 
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4) This year’s Nobel Peace Prize tells us that the success of 
democratisation  is predicated by the strength of civil society 
organisations and the legitimacy of political organisations. In 
the light of the statement and ongoing struggles in the Middle 
East and in India’s immediate neighbourhood, critically analyse 
why some democracies fail and some succeed. (250 Words) 
 
this year's nobel peace prize has illustrated the fact that democratisation is a slow and 
tortuous process and cannot be achieved by sporadic protests and external interventions. 
democratisation requires concerted,continous and consensus based approach by multiple 
stakeholders.this includes acitive and informed citizenry, robust civil society,legitimate 
poiltical organisations,accountable media ,visionary and able leaders and a peaceful 
atmosphere. 
for e.g in tunisia the path of democratisation has been relatively smooth and free of violence 
due to concerted efforts of the quartet . india had achieved democracy after years of anti 
british struggle and discrimination.nationhood concept has come on basis of national 
consciousness and has smoothen transtion to democracy. south africa fought very long 
against apartheid to achive democracy.countries in eastern europe struggled against USSR 
for long etc 
however countries like egypt,libya and syria has been struggling to achieve democratic 
credentials. post arab spring they have run into chaos and anarchy. the main reasons have 
been dictatorship,absence of rule of law,external intervention by US,RUSSIA,WEST for 
vested interests and their geopolitical games ,terrorism,ISIS,military coups etc. 
india's neighbourhood has been plagued by years of corruption,misrule and monarchy. 
pakistan has been a hotbed of terrorism,violence,suicide bombings and proliferation of jihadi 
and anti india terrorist networks.the unequal civil military relations with military having an 
upper hand threatens democracy in the region 
similarly the meitis protests,curfew,violence and killing threatens an all inclusive democracy 
in nepal.the path from monarchy and democracy has been a long and arduos one.the deep 
divides in the country along ethnic and cultural grounds needs to be taken into account to 
ensure peaceful transition 
to conclude we can say that to acheive democracy a multitude of factors need to operate at 
the same time in a complimentary and coherent manner then only it would be succesful 
 
Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 
betterment of vulnerable sections.  

5) It is said that the new the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDPs) are victory for world’s 
underprivileged children. Examine why. (150 Words) 
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If 17 crore children labourers continue to miss school we'll miss on Education Goals. If they 
keep doing jobs of 20 crore unemployed, we'll miss on employment goals, if they stay stuck 
in slavery in factories and mines losing their tender organs , we'll miss on health goals." - 
these words of the nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi focus on the huge importance of child 
development. 
So has also been understood by most of the countries and is visible in the form of Sustainable 
development Goals (SDGs) 2030. 
From the 2015 Millennium Development Goals (MDG), which though focused on goals like 
removing extreme poverty and hunger, universal primary education, and reduced infant 
mortality,  
the 2030 SDGSs are a major leap ahead, because they focus on  
1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere and not just extreme poverty. This will help the 
underprivileged children in a major way by. 
2.End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition : this will fight hidden hunger 
and make children healthy and more efficient. 
3. Ensure INCLUSIVE and QUALITY Education and promote life-long learning 
opportunities for all: this is a major step towards not just primary but PRE PRIMARY and 
SECONDARY Education too. It'll eliminate gender inequality and only qualified teachers 
would be made incharge on the education system. After secondary education required 
training and skill would also be provided. 
The above goals have made children development Goals more wholesome and inclusive. But 
the onus of implementing it lies on individual countries. Though a huge challange but it's a 
huge opportunity too for india which at present does not even have strict child labour laws. 
This execution of above goals not only require a major role of the government but of 
community and civil societies too. If achieved this would have the potential of tapping the 
human resource in the most constructive way of the youngest country. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests  

2) The International Criminal Court has asked India to arrest 
Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir on charges of crime 
against humanity. Is India bound by any international 
agreements to arrest him? Even if not, should India arrest him? 
Critically comment. (200 Words) 
 
The Sudanese President has been charged by International Criminal Court on grounds of war 
crimes and carrying out genocides in the Darfur region of Sudan. 
The President is expected to visit India for the third India-Africa Forum Summit. In this 
regard, the ICC has urged India to arrest Bashir and surrender him to them. 
However, India is not bound to arrest him because of the following reasons: 
1)India is not a party to the Rome Statute that caused the establishment of ICC 
2)The resolution put forward by UNSC regarding the co-operation of non-members of Rome 
Statute only “urges” the non-members to contribute to the efforts of ICC 
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Thus, India is not “bound” by any agreement. However, India under her sovereignty can 
make an arrest of the President to contribute to the efforts of human rights. Further, such an 
action can amplify the role of India in international arena and thus contribute to her efforts 
of getting a permanent seat in UNSC. 
However, a deeper analysis will show that such a move by India is unwarranted because of 
the following reasons: 
1)Heads of the state are provided with full immunity from arrest under the international laws 
2)African continent has traditionally been a supporter of India and this move could draw 
their ire and could impact India’s geo-political and geo-economic goals 
Thus, India should minutely weigh the pros and cons before moving forward on the act of 
arrest of Bashir. 
 
Topic: Constitution features; Governance 

2) It is argued that the Section 124A of IPC should be declared 
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court. Critically discuss why. 
(200 Words) 
 
"If one has no affection for a person or system, one should be free to give fullest expression 
to his disaffection, so long as he does not contemplate, promote or incite violence." - 
Mahatma Gandhi. 
But under section 124A of IPC which interprets "sedition", mere promotion of disaffection is 
a crime. 
It has been an unpopular section since its inception for trail and imprisonment of the most 
lovedfreedom fighters of all times before independence. 
Though this section is definitely used in collaboration with many other heavily punishing 
sections of the IPC like unlawful activities and armed movements for punishing a terrorist, 
conspirators, hate speeches and many more, but people who are charged solely under this 
section are most of the times either journalists, writers, or activists whi have just been trying 
to elucidate the faulty practices or policies of the government. 
Charging all these people for sedition amounts to infringement of fundamental rights like 
freedom of speech and expression article 19 , right to life and personal liberty article 21. 
For the first time post independence the SC in kedarnath case held that " incitement to 
violence" or "tendency or intention to create public disorder " is a necessary element for 
charging under this section. Also In one of the most benchmark cases of bombay high court , 
it was held that "sedition as an offence requires the element of incitement to violence AND 
disaffection against a government established by law. Mere criticism will not a tract this 
section ." 
We have separate laws for waging war against state , assaulting prez or any public servant, 
unlawful assembly, rioting, defamation and many more which themselves are sufficient for 
punishment under sedition so why have another law. 
The "most mischievous wrong" with this section is its strict interpretation by the the police 
and in many cases also by the SC. The only solution left is either to repeal this law or make 
an amendment for inclusion of "element of incitement of violence" compulsory for 
punishment. 
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Topic: Poverty and hunger 

3) It is said that the  research for which the 2015 Nobel Prize 
for Economics is awarded has a message for Indian policy 
making. Elaborate. (150 Words) 
 
the 2015 nobel prize has been awarded to prof. angus deaton for his work on individual 
consumption,poverty,well being and health 
-it signifies that poverty is a result more due to individual consumption choices.poverty is 
multidimensional rather than just economic in nature.it calls for a detailed study at 
individual level, linking it with aggregate outcomes .this would entail a bottom up approach 
to policy making 
-empirical studies using data of individuals is required for formulating effective policies.this 
would be helpful in planning various social sector schemes and rethinking policy priorities. 
-these principles calls for a democratic,participative and inclusive approach in policy making 
rather than it being left to proffesional expertise or randomised control trials 
-india has more than 30 crore population below poverty line.concurrently the problem of 
malnutrition,undernutrition,high MMR and under 5 mortality rate plagues india 
so it is high time that india incorporates prof.deaton's principles in every stage i.e policy 
making,implementation ,monitoring and evaluation and achieve the vision of faster,inclusive 
and sustainable growth(12th fyp) 
 
Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 
interests, Indian diaspora 

4) Recently India and the US were able to make “good 
progress” in negotiating the long-pending totalisation 
agreement that has emerged as a major hurdle for Indian 
companies seeking to invest and operation in America. What is 
totalisation agreement? Examine how it has impacted Indian 
companies and relationship between two countries. (200 
Words) 
 
Totalisation agreement (TA) may be defined as an agreement signed between two countries 
to avoid double taxation of social security benefits. Main objectives of TA: 
(A) Ensure that an employee does not face deduction on the same earnings in the home 
country as well as the in the country of employment.  
(B) Remove any legal hurdles, which may prevent a person from enjoying the social security 
benefits earned in the country of employment, while residing in her home country and vice 
versa. 
The absence of a TA between India and US has impacted the investments/operations of 
Indian companies in US in the following ways: 
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(A) Indian companies fail to treat Indian employees at par with their US employees - US law 
prevents Indian workers from enjoying benefits commensurate to their contributions to 
social security system before completion of 10 years => Indian workers are unfairly deprived. 
(B) Double taxation of the same set of employees increases the cost of production of Indian 
companies, and has the potential of making their products and services uncompetitive. 
Impact on the relations between two country: 
(A) Affects the free movement of labour between the two countries 
(B) In the absence of TA, Indian workers are prevented from repatriating almost $ 1 billion 
=> this sum could have been otherwise used for spurring development in India. 
In this light, the absence of TA has been a major irritant in the bilateral relation between the 
two countries. 
 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests 

5) India and Singapore are expected to sign a strategic 
partnership between them in coming days. If signed, what 
implication will it have for both the countries? Examine. (200 
Words) 
 
 
The India Singapore Strategic Partnershipś implication may be analysed in terms of 
economic, infrastructural, connectivity, cultural, defence and strategic factors. 
1.Economic-India will receive increased FDI inflows from Singapore which is grappling with 
land and labour shortages. The Make in India mission will benefit from this. 
2. Infrastructure India will be able to avail of technical support and expertise in 
implementing the Smart Cities Mission and AMRUT. Singapore has earlier assisted the 
setting up of Amaravati in AP. 
3. Connectivity- Improved air connectivity will increase Singaporeś tourism revenue and 
strengthen business to business links. Maritime connectivity will help India tap the South 
East Asian market. 
4. Culture-Better cultural relations will improve people to people ties. There will also be 
increased cooperation between academecia annd think tanks of the two countries. 
5. Defence-Indian and Singaporean navies will be able to improve their interoperability and 
contribute to anti-piracy, humanitarian relief and search and rescue missions. 
6. Strategic- Singapore will help India build trilateral relationships within ASEAN, to 
overcome the limitations of bilateral relationships. India can protect Singapore against 
Chineses hegemony. 
 
For better answer , please refer 
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/10/14/5-india-and-singapore-are-expected-to-sign-
a-strategic-partnership-between-them-in-coming-days-if-signed-what-implication-will-it-
have-for-both-the-countries-examine/#comment-2306584683 
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Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests 

6) In the light of upcoming India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS), 
critically analyse India’s engagement with African countries and 
the outcomes of the process. (200 Words) 
 
India is slated to host the 3rd summit of IAFS in October end in New Delhi.Though Indian 
and African interests are complimentary in nature, with natural resources in Africa and skills 
and enterprise in India, the level of engagements are far below the potential. 
Some of the dimensions of engagement are : 
A. Development assistance by India in terms of soft loan and aids 
B. Development of critical infrastructure and institutions 
C. People to people relationships with various African students coming to India for study and 
research 
D. Trade and investment is normally dominated by Private companies like Airtel etc. 
African continent is increasingly becoming the next theatre of global attraction and 
comptetion because of natural resources, demography and socio-economic development. 
India is already facing challenges with US, China and EU in Africa. Therefore , India need to 
establish multi-pronged approach to further its national interests: 
A. Indulge in more bilateral engagement with fast developing African nations 
B. Utilizing Indian diaspora and enterprises for making favourable investment climate 
C. Ensuring last mile connectivity to enhance the utility of initiatives like pan Africa e 
network 
D. Efforts to raise publicity about the good work it is doing in African continent as in time of 
Ebola crisis. 
Our relationship with Africa goes far before the independent , when we supported the cause 
of people there. We should capitalize our goodwill to engage in more meaningful way with 
Africa. 
 
Topic: mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 
betterment of vulnerable sections. 

2) Discuss the importance of immunisation for children, 
challenges being faced in mass immunisation programs and 
measures taken by government to make immunisation 
universal. (200 Words) 
 
immunisation is a procedure to provide immunity to infants and children against multiple 
life threatening and serious diseases.the immunity of the child against disease like 
TB,diptheria,whooping cough,measles,mumps,rubella etc are not well developed at a young 
age.hence we reqiure to provide safe and efficacious vaccines at periodic intervals to boost 
the immunity of the child. 
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CHALLENGES 
-lack of awareness among the masses esp parents regarding the benefits of immunisation 
-inadequate health infrastructure,lack of targeted and robust health delivery mechanisms 
and deficient last mile delivery 
-lack of well equipped and trained health care workers 
-misconceptions about immunisation mostly among poor and underprivileged about 
vaccines and their side effects 
-vaccines reqiure fullproof cold chain infra,difficult to provide in the far flung areas 
-demotivation and non incentivisation of staff 
MEASURES 
-universal immunisation program for pan india coverage launched in 1985,pulse polio drive 
etc 
-recently,mission indradhanush was launched to provide vaccination to children hitherto 
uncovered against 7 vaccine preventable diseases by 2020 
-IEC,use of mass media and other platforms to create awareness about benefits of 
immunisation 
-coverage of street children,tribal children,children from sc/st households etc 
-alliance with GAVI,UNICEF,rotary international etc to improve logistics,cold chain provide 
efficient delivery 
-grater political commitment 
all in all we can say that health is an important component for development of child and 
immunistion is one of the most effective means to achieve this. 
 
Other answer-below link 
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/10/15/2-discuss-the-importance-of-immunisation-
for-children-challenges-being-faced-in-mass-immunisation-programs-and-measures-taken-
by-government-to-make-immunisation-universal/#comment-2308349410 
 
Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 
issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

3) Can technology help in addressing some of the major social 
issues? Critically discuss. (250 Words) 
 
It is a mixed blessing because: 
It solves the social issues as: 
·  
Use of CCTVs help in averting crimes like rape, violence and racism in everyday life of our 
cities. 
·  
It can prevent farmer suicides by estimating about rainfall,crop productivity,soil fertility,pest 
infestation etc. 
·  
In Family life it helps in connecting through Social media,VOIP like Skype etc and helps in 
balanicing our personal life with 
work life. 
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·  
Information dissemination with the help of communication technology has helped in 
bringing change in socially degrading practices 
like open defecation, lack of sanitation and has tried to bridged caste divides. 
·  
Health and Educational improvement through internet,projectors,MOOCs ,Telemedicine etc 
But problems with Technology are: 
· Cyber Crimes have increased with practices like snooping and violation of privacy as in 
hidden cams in public places and 
blackmail later. 
· Ultrasound Technology has been used for female foeticide. 
· It has decreased physical interaction between people and has made them virtual beings who 
talk with a screen. 
· It has led to huge destruction and social strife due to defence technology. 
Therefore Technology is an unnecessary evil. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests 

4) Write a critical note on the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit 
Transport Project. (150 Words) 
 
The kaladan multi-modal transit transport project is an ambitious project planned by India 
and Myanmar which plans to link kolkata with sittwe port in myanmar by sea route and then 
developing of the kaladan river in myanmar to its navigable limit and further connecting it 
with road to mizoram. this project would help India cut distances between kolkata and 
various north eastern states, give a filip to inter and intra-national trade, decrease 
dependence on the siliguri corridor and bolster strategic relations between the two countries. 
However though planned in 2008, this project has failed to make desired progress. Delays 
and constant upgradation of cost estimates are frequent. The risks of spillover of insurgency 
is ever present which India needs to counter through widening engagement across political 
and security spheres. there is rising concern within myanmar that the kaladan project will 
lead to ecological problems, displacement of indigenous communities and local employment 
like fishing. There are rising demands of environmental impact assessments which may 
further complicate the project.. India needs to constructively engage with Myanmar on these 
issues and provide all possible financial and technical assistance to mitigate any concerns 
that may arise and proceed to develop infrastructure to make its 'act east policy' a reality. 
 
Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to Education, Human Resources.  
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2) “Brain trap is a result of the archaic educational, social, and 
economic systems that stifle most young minds from 
blossoming into creative thinkers and highly productive 
citizens.” With reference to India’s education system and in the 
context of debate on brain gain and brain drain theories, 
critically comment on the statement. (200 Words) 
 
The various hindrances in the society which confines an individual to just being bookish, and 
not rationalizing his thinking to be more creative and questioning, is said to be brain trap. In 
the Indian context, some of the brilliant minds don't even have access to even the "books" to 
be "bookish".  
The reasons why this "brain trap" has been coined are as follows: 
Educational system: 
---> Most of the private primary schools first interview the student's parents to decide if he is 
eligible for the school. 
---> Creativity and intelligence isn't always confined to mugging up things, but for the Indian 
educational system, till at-least the 10th boards, it sadly is. 
---> Due to lack of guidance, most students have limited idea about what they really wish to 
choose so as to build a career in it. 
---> Indian Government focuses more on spending for equipping schools with desktops, but 
the recent OECD's survey clears that the proper guidance of a faculty is required so as to 
enhance learning capabilities of children. 
Social hindrances: 
---> Its no denial in the fact that the parents nowadays, want their children not be creative, 
but instead be "academically strong" so that they could flaunt in front of their neighbors. 
---> Taunts from relatives for not being able to qualify in an exam sometimes results in 
stunned growth of the children to learn things practically since they loose all confidence. 
Economic conditions: 
---> This the major reasons of a child not able to learn and follow his dreams. The private 
schools, colleges, which obviously cannot be afforded by people from not a good economic 
background, pushes them into the drain of child labor. 
The Government with its NAI MANZIL which is an initiative to provide certified courses for 
imparting practical training in manufacturing and soft skills, The teacher's much needed 
cooperation in guiding its students, and providing free internet connectivity to rural area by 
the "WHITE SPACES" initiative of Microsoft could surely help. 
 
Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations. 
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3) Critically examine why India is concerned with the activities 
in the Golden Triangle region in Myanmar and its border 
regions. (200 Words) 
 
India’s Act East policy is a crucial foreign policy as it is both beneficial to boost trade and 
economic relations with East Asia as well as have danger implications due to brittle 
democratic environment and thriving anti-national activities in these countries. With the 
recent development of BCIM projects, Kaladan Multi Modal Transit Transport project with 
instable Myanmar there has been risk that the insurgency can spread in India’s NE region. 
Concern for India: 
1. Narcotics trafficking: has been greatly pursued in Myanmar since 1950s by insurgent 
groups like “OLIVE’S BOYS” led by Olive Yang who built the Golden Triangle, the great drug 
empire that rose from South East Asia’s jungles. Huge quantities of illicit narcotics can make 
its way to India though porous borders which can intensify already existing issues of secured 
human health and well-being of society. 
2. Ethnic Insurgencies: Golden triangle region which has been a biggest threat to Myanmar’s 
democracy, can established networks of peoples across the region. 
3. Unmanned borders: Myanmar having borders with four Indian States is being controlled 
by India’s north-east insurgents and is used greatly for smuggling drugs like Heroine and 
rapid flow of illicit arms. 
However with India’s policy to flourish trade relations with East Asia, it is the need of the 
hour that India establishes institutional mechanisms with China, Myanmar and Thailand to 
counter-illicit trafficking with long term strategy to limit drugs trafficking, address the social 
impact of drug addiction, and establishing efficient rehabilitation centres in drug zones of 
Northeast India. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests 

4) Should Pakistan be offered a nuclear deal by the United 
States on the similar lines of Indo – US nuclear deal? Critically 
discuss. (200 Words) 
 
According to reports, US is set to offer Pakistan (Pak), a nuclear deal on lines of the Indo-
Nuclear deal. Such an offer is controversial and has the below mentioned pros and cons. The 
opponents of a deal argue that - 
(A) In light of Pakistan's poor proliferation record, such a deal would amount to rewarding 
Pak's irresponsible behaviour => sets a bad precedent and will be a major setback to the 
global disarmament movement. 
(B) Deal could encourage Pak to expand nuclear arsenal => making India insecure. 
(C) Pak's policy of early use of nuclear weapons is against the globally accepted no first use 
principle 
However, despite the drawbacks, such a deal would have the following positive implications: 



 

 

Insights	Secure	Q	&	A	
PAPER	-	2	

																																					October	-	2015	
	 	

www.insightsonindia.com	
INSIGHTS	

										www.insightsias.com	
	 	

(A) Many believe that Pakistan is a solution to the Afghanistan problems and so it is 
important to bring Pak within the global nuclear order 
(B) With its burgeoning nuclear arsenal and increasing political instability, it is important to 
impose new limits and controls/regulations on Pak's nuclear weapons systems.  
(C) It will reduce the stranglehold of Pak's reckless army over its nuclear arsenal => could 
reduce tension along the Indo-Pak border, which is one of the most volatile regions in the 
world. 
(D) Will address Pak's energy crisis => bring prosperity, development and consequent 
stability to Pak's polity. 
In this light, it is desirable that Pakistan be included with the global nuclear order for such 
an inclusion is definitely in India's national interests. However, to ensure that the above 
mentioned negative implications can be successfully countered, it is important that Pak's 
inclusion is subject to certain preconditions like - agreeing to no first use principle; clamping 
down on terrorist groups to reduce the likelihood of nuclear terrorism in the region and 
negotiating nuclear CBMs with India. 
 
Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to health 

2) E-pharmacies, the popular moniker of online sellers of drugs, 
are a new phenomenon in this country and their growth is being 
opposed by the chemists. Critically analyse the issue and the 
impact of e-pharmacies on consumers and chemists. (200 
Words) 
 
Recently, the controversial sale of drugs by a snapdeal, has brought into sharp focus the new 
phenomenon of e-pharmacies. The issue is a divisive one, with consumers groups demanding 
the regularisation of e-pharmacies and chemist associations opposing them. The following is 
the likely impact of e-pharmacies on consumers and chemists: 
(A) Consumers 
- Easy availability in the comforts and privacy of their home 
- Absence of brick and mortar stores no longer a hinderance in the easy availability of drugs 
in remote areas. 
- Lower profit margins of e-pharmacies can reduce result in sale of cheaper drugs. 
- But in the absence of adequate safeguards, illegal sales of prescriptions drug is going to be a 
major concerns. This can unintentionally fuel increasing drug resistance and substance 
abuse. 
- Non delivery on payment or delivery of spurious drugs are other concerns 
(B) Chemists 
- Likely increase of competition, which will force chemists to clean up their act. For e.g. hire 
qualified chemists to man their shops => Will be beneficial in the long run 
- But e-pharmacies will also eat into the marketshare of this Rs. 80,000 crore industry => 
could severely impact business as well as those employed by such brick and mortar stores. 
In this light, it can be concluded that despite the negative impact on chemists in the short 
run, e-pharmacies will have a largely positive impact on the customers as well as chemists in 
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the long run. However, given the dangers listed above, it is advisable that the government 
immediately amends the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 to ensure that e-pharmacies are 
adequately regulated. 
 
Topic: Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary 

3) Recently the Supreme Court rejected the National Judicial 
Appointments Commission (NJAC) Act and the 99th 
Constitutional Amendment which sought to give politicians and 
civil society a final say in the appointment of judges to the 
highest courts. Critically comment on the judgement and its 
implications. (200 Words) 
 
The supreme court of India recently struck down the 99th 
CAA which provided for the establishment of the NJAC which gave a say to the 
government and civil society in the appointment of judges. This is because; 
1-  The court has highlighted the need for separation of judiciary and it’s need to be free from 
the ‘spoils system’ of the government. 
2-  The court has taken the view that the basic structure of the constitution is violated. 
3-  Separation of powers should be maintained. 
4-  Not prudent to empower civil society to appoint sensitive posts like judges.  
 
Counter argument; 
1-  Unchecked power to the judiciary is not prudent either. 
2-  This could lead to power politics amongst judges. 
3-  Transparency of appointments would be lost. 
4-  Could lead to favouritism in appointments and 
 
various other issues. 
 
The implication of this judgement is the revival of the old collegiums 
system of appointment, which was considered inefficient and encouraging 
favouritism. But the Supreme Court has taken a view that it would hear 
suggestions on improvement of the system from government and civil society 
alike. The court though within in rights to strike down unconstitutional 
legislation, should also take requisite efforts to clear the tarnished image of 
the collegiums system and restore the trust of the people in the appointment of 
judges. 
 
Topic:  Appointment to various Constitutional posts 
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2) In the light of recent Supreme Court verdict striking down 
NJAC act as unconstitutional, critically analyse the merits and 
demerits of collegium system. (200 Words) 
 
With the verdict of the SC on the collegiums system, focus 
once again turns to its merits and demerits. 
Merits; 
1-  Non-political appointment of Judges. 
2-  Independence of judiciary is preserved. 
3-  Judges are in a better position to appoint fellow judges as they are more knowledgeable of 
the area. 
4-  Government pressure is not possible and no political favouritism. 
5-  Separation of powers as enshrined in the constitution is upheld. 
6-  Avoiding situations like the appointment of Justice Ray by the Indira Gandhi govt. 
Demerits; 
1-  Could lead to formation of power struggles amongst the judges, with each pushing his/her 
own candidate. 
2-  May lead to favouritism and possibly even nepotism. 
3-  Concentration of powers in the hands of the judges via collegiums. 
4-  Sense of infallibility of the Supreme Court. 
5-  And, no dissenting opinions heard in the appointment of officials to the highest judicial 
officials in the country. 
Though the constitution insists on separation of powers and 
an independent and impartial judiciary, it would not be advisable that the 
judges operate with unlimited authority. It raises the question of who will 
watch over the watchers themselves. To this effect, the honourable SC should 
undertake reforms in the colleguim system so that all stakeholders are 
satisfied. 
 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests 

3) What opportunities does exist in rising Africa for India and 
how does it seek to capitalize them? Analyse. (200 Words) 
 
Africa is rising economically and culturally such a that many opportunities are there for 
India 
Opportunities 
1. Market: the rise of middle class is prominent in Africa. There contribute new consumers 
who can become customers for Indian products. Currently too Africa is large consumer of 
Indian technology which is efficient at same time affordable.  
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2. Untapped resource: Africa has large resources such as copper (Katanga plateau) and oil 
(Sudan). ONGC videsh ltd. has it's investment in Sudan. 
3. Culture: The African music has demand in Indian fans. Also Indian music and film 
industry can get audience in Africa. Many Indian origin people live in African countries 
which introduced Indian culture to Africa. 
4. Education: For African students the Indian education is affordable as well as progressive. 
Many African student are found taking education in Pune, Delhi, Banglore University 
campuses. 
5. Tourism: traditional tourism as well as health tourism. Indian health tourism is advanced 
as well as affordable. There is no visa problem. 
Way to capitalize the opportunity 
1. Increase the investment in African market. India has preferential low tariff for African 
imports this can be utilized for getting preferential treatment of Indian investment in Africa. 
2. Resources: Help them in exploring new deposits of resources. 
3 Culture: Organizing the Indian cultural fairs in Africa to familiarize them with Indian 
culture. 
4. Education: introducing hassle free visa regime for African students. Creating welcoming 
attitude in Indians towards Africans. Any hate crime must not be tolerated. 
5. Tourism: Hassle free visa regime and creating good Infrastructure (transport system) and 
affordable lodging near the tourist spots as well as hospitals. 
 
Topic: Appointment to various Constitutional posts 

4) Do you think. the civil society should also have its say in 
appointment to key constitutional posts? Don’t you think, in the 
rivalry between judiciary and executive, civil society is being 
ignored in making key decisions? Critically comment. (200 
Words) 
 
The recent quashing of NJAC act which called for inclusion of two “eminent persons” as 
representative of civil society has bring to forefront the issue whether opinion of civil society 
should be taken in matters of appointment to constitutional posts. The idea has 
both negative and positive aspects. 
Positives- 
1)People’s choice: The citizens know their requirement and in making such appointments 
their will is enforced and the idea of democracy is achieved 
2)Best talent: Inclusion of civil society makes the appointment process enriched with quality 
debates and thus ensure that the best talent is appointed to the post 
3)Reduced conflicts: The chances of conflicts between citizens and appointee gets reduced 
because of the consultation process 
Negatives- 
1)Chances of error: Civil society is not well versed with the academic requirements of post 
and the available candidates and may promote candidates based on popular tendencies 
2)Time consuming: Wider consultation makes the process even longer and the appointee has 
to diverge his/her energies in making 
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the civil society understand the reasons for the choice 
In the recent debate of executive vs. judiciary, there have been efforts to include the 
representation of civil society in making appointments of judges. 
However, a deeper analysis reveals that the effort is nothing more than eyewash. The 
“eminent persons”, the so-called representative of civil society are to be appointed by a 
committee consisting of Prime Minister, Chief Justice of India, and leader of Opposition in 
Lower House. Thus, the political angle is being given an upper hand in appointing even these 
representatives and thus it is difficult to ascertain whether these persons are making 
decisions with an independent mind or not. 
In wake of all these arguments, it can be said that efforts should be made to make civil 
society an important part of the appointment process through wider consultations and 
isolating them from political influences. 
 
Topic:  Functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary 

2) Should the exercise of power of judicial review depend upon 
the will of the Parliament? In the light of recent NJAC judgment 
by the Supreme Court, critically examine. (200 Words) 
 
Judicial review is a doctrine by which the acts of the legislature and executive are subject to 
review by the supreme Court. If any such act/law is against the constitution, such law can be 
struck down by the judiciary. Borrowed from the American constitution, this doctrine is now 
deeply ingrained in the indian system.  
It's one of the best ways to incorporate doctrine of checks and balances between the 3 pillars 
of democracy and to allow the rule of law to prevail. 
But in order to incorporate this doctrine of judicial review, the principle of separation of 
powers need to be followed well. 
It is to review the laws made by the parliament, and so the parliament should not be allowed 
a direct say in it. We have had various instances where this need of seperation of powers 
have saved the constitution and the people of india. 
The most prominent one was during the emergency where the courts overturned the 
Golaknath case judgement and brought on the basic structure doctrine in the Keshavanad 
bharti case. 
It is not difficult to imagine how disastrous it would have been, had the parliament been 
allowed a direct say in the Keshavanad bharti case. 
In the recent NJAC Judgement, one of the reasons to strike it down was that it would dilute 
the doctrine of judicial review by making it dependent on the will of parliament. Though that 
would have not been done 'Directly' by any of the MPs but by their say in the appointment of 
judges. Its was believed by the supreme Court that these elected judges shall follow the will 
of the parliament in order to oblige them. 
But this apprehension of the court seems baseless when compared to the system followed in 
USA or other developed countries. 
Nowhere in the world do the judges select themselves on their own. 
A transparent appointment system that has a fair say of the civil society and the parliament 
shall not mean that the power of judicial review shall depend on the will of the parliament 
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Topic: Functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary; basic structure.  

3) Do you think the primacy of the judiciary in the appointments 
process is indispensable for the independence of the judiciary? 
Discuss. (150 Words) 
 
Primacy of 
the Judiciary in appointing judges to higher courts is necessary because; 
1- It prevents politically minded appointments and preserves the impartial nature of the 
judiciary so that judges can deliver verdicts on sensitive issues without any 
fear. 
2- It is in line with the separation of powers as enshrined in the constitution and 
preserves judicial independence. 
3- It helps maintain high quality of appointees, as the judges know which of their brother 
judges is the most competent. 
4- And, it helps preserve the status of the Supreme Court and other courts and prevents 
another Justice Ray-like situation.  
 
But, there have been counter arguments to this like; 
1- Concentration of power in the hands of judges. 
2- Lack of accountability 
3- Might result in nepotism and rank favouritism. 
4- Formation of power block within the body of judges to push respective judgeship 
candidates. Judicial primacy, though important in the appointment of judges, is both 
desirable and indispensible for an independent judiciary. But judicial primacy should be 
excised in a transparent and fair manner so as to not smear the high judicial offices of the 
country. 
 
Topic:  Poverty and Hunger 

4) After the poverty line, the Indian government is looking to 
move to a new framework to determine beneficiaries of welfare 
entitlements based on the Socio Economic Caste Census 
(SECC) data. Critically examine the implications of this move. 
(200 Words) 
 
Poverty is defined as a state of pronounced deprivation in well being. In india the poverty 
line was originally fixed in terms of income /calorie requirements. This calorie consumeristic 
poverty line didn't take into account the other parameters like health, education, housing etc. 
Recent poverty estimations by Tendulkar committee took these parameters into 
consideration to make poverty line more realistic. The Indian government is using 
povertyline as a benchmark to deliver the benifits of various welfare schemes. As the poverty 
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is multi dimensional , the poverty line estimates must include the most of the deprivation 
criteria in order to be inclusive. 
The problem with our poverty line estimates is that it is not much inclusive. So government 
is looking forward to determine beneficiaries of welfare schemes based on SECC 2011. 
Positive Implications :(based on rural data ) 
1)with its automatic exclusion criteria it could better eliminate undeserved beneficiaries . 
2) the automatic inclusion criteria such as households without shelter , destitute living on 
alms, manual scavengers, primitive tribal groups, legally released bonded labours covered 
various aspects of deprivation. This is around 1%. Adopting this criteria decreases the chance 
of missing the potential beneficiaries.  
3) remaining 51% population come under conditional inclusion based on their score related 
to seven socio economic parameters of deprivation. The problem here is deciding the cutoff 
to decide deprivation. So the Government should decide the cutoff score only after 
consultationswith various experts and stakeholders.  
4) as the SECC not only takes economic aspects but also caste and other social aspects in 
identifying the deprived so using SECC to deliver our welfare schemes especially related to 
SC, STS, women, minorities makes these schemes more effective.  
Negative implications : 
1)SECC deprivation parameters do not consider calorie intake so the whole malnutrition 
angle is missing. Similarly expenditure on health is also not considered. Then how can this 
be used to deliver health related welfare schemes?  
So instead of taking SECC as sole basis government can use the data from SECC in 
identifying the deserved beneficiaries for a specific welfare programme to make it more 
inclusive and effective. 
 
Topic:  Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 
betterment of these vulnerable sections.  

2) Critically discuss the effectiveness of the Scheduled Caste 
and Scheduled Tribes Act in stopping atrocities against SC & 
ST communities in India. (200 Words) 
 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 (POA) was 
passed to protect the weakest and vulnerable segments of our society. The POA has proved to 
be a pioneer in many ways: 
(A) Provides for the appointment of special courts to deal with cases relating to atrocities on 
SC and ST 
(B) Provides for punishment of a public servant who wilfully neglects his duties under the 
Act 
(C) Allows the forfeiture of property of perpetuators of offences defined under the Act 
(D) Allows for the externment of person likely to commit offences defined under POA from 
schedules areas 
However POA has proved to be impotent and ineffectual in practice on account of the 
following reasons: 
(A) Police instead of filing cases under POA, filed cases under the normal provisions of the 
IPC, which facilities easy bail of the accused persons 
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(B) Low conviction rate of person accused of committing atrocities due to hostile role played 
by investigators  
(C) Lack of awareness among the SCs and STs about their rights. Also given the strong caste 
hierarchies in rural areas, many are reluctant to approach police officials, who inevitably 
belong to dominant caste 
(D) Lack of political commitment and will to effectively implement the Act 
Given the poor implementation of the Act, untouchability, a practice declared illegal under 
Article 17 of the constitution continues to remain a reality for several SC/ST households. In 
this light, the proposed amendments to POA, which seek to give this paper tiger some actual 
teeth is welcome 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests 

3) Analyse India and Africa’s shared concerns on the issues of 
terrorism, piracy in ocean and climate change. (200 Words) 
 
Africa as a continent developing and it seems that it has found the rhythm.Indo-African ties 
are very old and we have one of the earliest African migrants of the world in our east-coastal 
area is an indication. 
Shared Concerns of terrorism,piracy and climate change- 
(1)Terrorist groups like Boko Haram which is creating Havoc in Nigeria and recently it 
announced its affiliation with ISIS is a cause of great concern for the African continent and 
India too, ISIS has plans fr India to which they have named as Gazwa-E-Hind. 
(2)State of the art -techniques can be exchanged and intelligence inputs can be shared 
between the India and Africa, so that we can fight terrorism effectively. 
(3)Somalian pirates has been a great threat to the trade and commerce in the region and 
Indian allied with the countries to fight them and neutralised th effect to some extent, but 
they keep switching b/w east and west coast of the continent and hence can be effectively 
neutralised by the concentrated effort only. 
(4) Climate Change debates are taking the fore in international discussions and Africa like 
India was under the occupation of foreign countries.They are also disadvantaged like Indians 
that is late starter and hence requires concessions in GHGs emission criteria and adopting 
sophisticated costly env. friendly measures. They ally with India and hence gives weightage 
to the demands. 
(5) Drug trafficking is also an issue which hits headlines and African/Indian nationals have 
been found involved in this illicit trade.Which again needs greater cooperation to eradicate 
such things. 
With the rise of multi-polar world and various stakeholders coming to the fore, both the 
parties should recognise each other as the natural partners.National interest as well as co-
interest should be kept as the priority for the present and future course of action. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests 
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4) “The geopolitical changes around Afghanistan coupled with 
the ongoing organisational struggles of the Taliban provide an 
opportunity for Russia, Iran and India to reassess their roles in 
Afghanistan.” Analyse. (200 Words) 
 
Geopolitical situation is rapidly evolving along Afghan border after the Taliban takeover of 
Kunduz. It created concern among the neighbouring states of Afghanistan since Taliban 
consists of cadres from central Asian countries along with Afghans. 
1.Iran which is emerging after sanctions worried that instability in Afghan may give boost to 
ISIS, illicit drug trade along eastern borders and influx of refugees. These lead Iran to give 
sanctuary to few important segments of Taliban. 
2.Russia is worried about possible Taliban-ISIS nexus and porous central Asian border 
which leads to illicit drug trade and is considering movement of its forces to man Afghan-
Tajikistan border. 
3.US halted its troop withdrawal until 2017. 
4.The optimism created by Pakistan backed round of talks vanished after Taliban's 
operation. 
5.India also have concern that Talibans may fuel terrorism from south-eastern Afghanistan. 
6.Taliban is unable to control major cities in south Afghanistan and also facing inner 
organisational conflict. 
Thus the geopolitical situation provide opportunity to Russia,Iran and India which can be 
best utilised by coordination with Afghanistan unity government. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests 

3) What arguments are made against giving Pakistan a civil 
nuclear deal same as that between India and USA? How such 
a deal would affect India – USA relations? Critically analyse. 
(200 Words) 
 
India was offered waiver in NSG supply of nuclear materials because of its impeccable record 
in the non proliferation, stable democratic polity and growing energy needs.  
Arguments against the similar deal for Pakistan n are: 
- It's non proliferation record is tainted by engaging in developing nuclear arsenals.  
- It's nuclear weapons are primarily directed against India.  
- Its democracy is only for the namesake and its the army which calls the final shots. That's 
why its actions are not always based upon reason.  
Pakistan is breeding a ground for terrorism and if nuclear arsenal falls into wrong hands it 
might lead to' nuclear terrorism'.  
- Above all, Pakistan has moved from 'credible minimum deterrence' towards 'full spectrum 
deterrence meaning it can use nuclear weapon first and even on any kind of aggression. 
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This deal has potential to affect India-Us ties as: 
- Pakistan's nuclear capabilities are threat to India and any US support to it will be resented 
in India. 
Similar attempt in Reagan administration has been proved counterproductive. If US doesn't 
learn from its past, this deal might affect growing strategic and economic ties between US 
and India. 
 
Topic:  Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, 

4) “The recent Supreme Court’s decision allowing a wider use 
of Aadhaar should ensure improved governance that is both 
more humane and pragmatic in dispensing welfare benefits.” 
How can government ensure humane and pragmatic 
governance in using Aadhaar numbers? Critically examine. 
(200 Words) 
 
SC in its recent judgement extended the use of Aadhaar for four more welfare schemes e.g. 
Provident fund, pensions, NREGA, and Jan dhan yojna along with PDS and PAHAL. 
SC with this order wants from the government to remove the constraints associated with 
Aadhaar use to make it more practical and an evidence of moral and intellectual 
advancement. The main issue with Adhaar usage is the rift between two rights - 
1. right to sustenance 
2. right to privacy. 
Both are vital for the development of human being. Till now govenrment has only focused on 
first right of the citizens while the other right is not much attention. Rather government has 
argued that this right(2nd one) cannot come in the way of providing welfare to the people. 
Government needs to understand that both the right to privacy helps the person in making 
informed and uninfluenced decisions which are one of the bedrocks of democracy. All the 
rights like right to freedom, right to vote, right to information all need right to privacy for 
their implementation. However as Indian Constitution abhors absolutism, every right has 
reasonable restrictions on their implementation. Government needs to make a proper 
Privacy Act before going for compulsory use of aadhaar so that this moral issue of right to 
privacy can be addressed. 
To make it more pragmatic government should achieve full financial inclusion along with 
proper regulatory and monitoring system for Aadhaar usage. Grievance redressal mechanism 
too needs to be put in place so that people facing any misuse of this system can have the 
voice and system in place to report such cases. The potential loopholes like fake accounts, 
delay in transfer of funds etc need to be plugged as soon as possible. By having all these 
safeguards and respect for right to privacy of people goverment can achieve the goal of 
making Aadhaar more Humane and Pragmatic.. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests 
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3) “American readiness to offer aid has bred dependence and 
hubris. The U.S. has ended up as an enabler of Pakistan’s 
dysfunction by reinforcing the belief of its elite that it is too 
important to fail or be neglected.” Elaborate. (200 Words) 
 
After the second world war, USA tried to build its global hegemony through giving aids to 
strategically advantageous countries. In this pursuit, Pakistan was considered as an ideal 
partner considering its geographic location nearing China and India which were largely 
perceived to be pro Russian. In this regard, Pakistan received substantial aid from America, 
however, it has resulted in adverse repercussions for Pakistan by reinforcing the view that it 
is too important geostrategically for USA in Asia and the aid is imperative for USA. This 
notion has resulted in dysfunction in Pakistan at many fronts:- 
1) It has only focused on strengthening its military in parity with that of India and has 
compromised on its economic, social and human development. 
2) Despite of $40billion aid given by USA since 1950, very little has been spent on ensuring 
domestic reforms and strengthening of democracy thus resulting in an unstable Pakistan 
even after almost seven decades of its independence. 
3) After the 9/11 attacks, most of the aid of USA was in the context of combating counter 
terrorism operations in the region. However, to the contrary, with cooperation with Taliban 
in Afghanistan and launching attacks in India, Pakistan has done the contrary. 
4) The notion of it being too important to be neglected has pushed Pakistan in asking the 
nuclear deal from USA on the similar lines which was offered to India without realizing the 
fact that unlike India neither Pakistan has a credible non proliferation policy nor a stable 
political regime to ensure non military use of nuclear energy. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests 

4) Do you think India is losing its strategic edge in Maldives? In 
this regard, critically analyse relationship between India and 
Maldives. (200 Words) 
 
With the recent turmoil in Maldives in which first democratically elected President 
Mohammed Nasheed was arrested on terror charges, have increased tensions between 
bilateral relations between India and Maldives. Since then many strategical aimed missions 
have come to halt which includes: 
---> Surveillance of the region for which India has placed two permanent helicopters bases in 
the country to enhance its surveillance capabilities and ability to respond swiftly to threats. 
---> Help from India to set up radars along the periphery of the islands, networked with the 
Indian coastal radar system. 
---> Enhancing Maldives military teams in surveillance and managing security. 
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Bilateral relations between the two countries hit an all-time low after the cancellation of the 
GMR airport contract, the largest single Indian investment in the island nation due to 
increasing terror activities in Maldives. 
Though on the other hand, India has developed close strategic, military, economic and 
cultural relations with Maldives through many means like: 
---> Operation Cactus: In wake of internal security crises and tensions with Sri Lanka, the 
militants took control of the airport in Male, the national capital; India provided military aid 
to Maldivian government to control the situation. 
---> Water Crisis: drinking water crisis in Male in 2014, following collapse of the island's 
only water treatment plant, India came to rescue to provide humanitarian relief which was 
widely appreciated across all sections of people. 
---> Infrastructural development: India has provided extensive economic aid and has 
participated in bilateral programs for the development of infrastructure, health, civil 
aviation, telecommunications and labour resources. They have announced plans to jointly 
work to expand fisheries and tuna processing. 
Moreover, with the recent MLAT agreement between both the countries, the bilateral ties 
have been retrieved and strengthened and is perceived positive step for both the countries. 
 
Topic: Fundamental Rights 

5) Do you think the fundamental premise of Facebook’s Free 
Basics initiative—that the promise of universal access to the 
Internet is sufficient to override concerns of Net neutrality 
advocates – is valid? Critically examine. (200 Words) 
 
Net neutrality violation has been a recent phenomenon, coined by the an American lawyer 
TIM LU, who defines NET neutrality as no alignment of prefernece to a particular app by the 
telecom service provider. In other words, the same app when used shouldn't be costing a 
user differently for users of different service provider. Facebook in partnership with Reliance 
to come with this. Stated as a philanthropic gesture by Mr. Zuckerberg, this initiative has 
seen much controversy. 
The main pillar of "FREE Basics initiative" of Facebook is more penetration of the internet to 
the areas with no connectivity. But this FREE BASIC is accused of contradicting the main 
motive of "net neutrality". 
The reasons as to why is shouldn't be advocated: 
1) May give power to the telecom companies to charge more for the apps not partnered with 
them. 
2) A blow to the start ups dependent mostly on the internet services. 
3)Favoritism and Autocracy of the companies and later on they could even reduce the 
bandwidth for certain apps, thus reducing speed. 
Though an optimistic approach, focus should be more on improving the infrastructure and 
curbing of the bottlenecks surrounding it. Electricity and power supply is also a major issue. 
 
Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations. 
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2) The promulgation of the new Constitution leaves half of 
Nepal in tumultuous protest, with large sections of the 
population feeling it is not inclusive and has not taken on board 
their concerns. Examine why. (200 Words) 
 
Nepal which was trying t come up with a new constitution for almost a decade , promulgated 
a constitution on 25th Sep'15. 
Madhesis people(People of Terai region of Nepal) are protesting vehemently against the 
constt.They have many issues and bad past exp. which has pushed them towards protests. 
(1) Madhesis constitute 51% of the Nepal's constt. and their representation was less that 
<1/4th in the Assembly. 
(2)Vast number of people in the Terai region speaks Maithili Language(spoken in India 
too).This language didn't find place in the constitution of Nepal. 
(3)Federal structure and ethnicity consideration has not been taken care of effectively. 
Madhesis were reqd t carry passport till 1985 to visit Kathmandu, they were in a way treated 
like second class citizen, they are apprehensive about such treatment in future as their core 
demands have not been considered. 
(4)Provinces have been demarcated in such a way that Madhesis have become minority in 
their own region. 
(5)Pahadi leaderships see Madhesis people and their demands as Pro-India demands and 
hence they term it as as a question of sovereignty, but its their own people,citizen's demand 
which they can't deny. 
Indo-Nepal has open border and people in border areas have the relations of Roti-
Beti(business-relationship).Indians living in the border areas are also supporting the cause 
of their kins/relatives.Kathmandu cannot afford to neglect the demands of majority people 
of the country they have to come forward and confidence building measure steps should be 
taken to end this impasse. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests 

3) Write a note on cultural links between India and Japan, and 
its importance in their relationship. (200 Words) 
 
India and Japan, thanks to Buddhism have very old and strong 
cultural links that the people are beginning to realize. Japan is a thriving 
centre of Vajrayana Buddhism and there are many temples scattered around the 
country in testament to this. Sanskrit hymns and so on are used in these 
temples as a form of prayer, and Indian deities like Kubera and Garuda are 
depicted on their walls and as statues. 
These cultural similarities are very important in the renewed Indo-Japanese ties because; 
1-  Soft power could be used to tap the unique market of Japan. 
2-  Japanese money as well as tourists could be attracted to the Buddhist circuit of India. 
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3-  It helps further people-people interaction and also helps to foster cooperation in various 
fields like research and development. 
4-  Cultural similarities could help further Japanese investments in India, which are already 
substantial. 
5-  And, Culture could act as a stepping stone for a stronger friendship with Japan. 
Therefore, cultural links are a very important component of Indo-Japanese relationship, and 
for that we have the Shakya Muni to thank, for the principles he propounded millennia ago 
are bringing closer two nations today.  
 
Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 
interests 

4) With reference to recent joint statement by USA and 
Pakistan, critically comment on concerns expressed by India on 
the impact of this joint statement on its strategic interests. (200 
Words) 
 
The recently released Pak-US joint statement has raised serious concerns to India with 
reference to terrorism, nuclear cooperation and support for hydro power dams in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir . There are a few points in the joint statement that need India’s attention 
1) Nuclear agreement:- Pak -US negotiations over a civil nuclear deal have taken place. The 
part that is of major concern to India is that Pakistan responded to the report saying that it 
has low-yield tactical nuclear weapons aimed at India 
2) Action against Lakshar Leadership :- India's demand for capturing the lakshar leaders 
responsible for Mumbai attacks was agreed by Pakistan . But the LeT leader Zakiur Rehman 
Lakhvi being granted bail earlier this year is a violation of that commitment, the US did not 
raise this issue in the statement. 
3) Bilateral Ties :- In the statement it is given that both nations are, in one way or the other, 
responsible for the violence and need to sort it out , which can only be visualized as US is 
supporting Pakistan who has started the violance along Loc . 
4) Taliban peace talk :- US has appreciated Pakistan playing facilitator in talks between 
Afghanistan and the Taliban , which will give a negetive impact on India's interest in Afghan 
5) Hydro electric projects :- In the statement US has expressed its decision in funding the 
hydro projects in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan which belongs to India, 
but is under the illegal occupation of Pakistan . 
India should make US aware of India's concern about the agreement signed between US and 
Pakistan. India can also oppose this statement by rising this issue in International 
organisations such as UN and at regional groups like SAARC. 
 
Topic: Fundamental rights; Laws for protection of weaker sections 
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2) What are the arguments made for and against castration as 
an additional form of punishment for rapists and child sex 
abusers? What is your opinion? Critically comment. (200 
Words) 
 
Castration means either removing(physically) testicles in males or making it dysfunctional 
by the use of chemicals. It is used on the animals in India (eg Bull is castrated to be an Ox ). 
For----------------> 
(1)Heinous crimes like child abuses/rapes can be deterred greatly by its enactment. 
(2)Laws are successfully implemented in Russia ,Middle -East countries,Indonesia etc. 
(3)It seems to be the one of the prudent way to deal with growing sexual-crimes in India. As 
other laws have been proved quite mild. 
(4)"Impotency" will not only eliminate the sexual desire to a great extent but also it will 
shame the offenders socially too. 
Against---------------------> 
1) Will it be gender neutral? How about when the offender is a female? By the ongoing 
practices around the world it is a law for the males only. 
2) Non-reversal nature in case if it is physical-castration. Even in Chemical one lots of 
complications. 
3) Offenders might resort to eliminate the victim in order to erase evidence witness . 
4) What about Old persons?Who have already passed the sexual age; abuses are not 
"penetrative" nature only and in this regard the law seems to be narrow. 
5) Family(wife) has to suffer, owing to the fact that divorce is still devoured by the society 
especially in rural areas it(divorce) is impractical in present times at least. 
Borrowing a law or practice which is nt indigenous to a place requires lots of 
work,modification and customisation .Above-all any law should not be based on retributive 
essence. An eye for an eye will only make te whole world blind. 
 
Topic: Poverty and hunger 

2) Discuss the importance of early childhood investment and 
measures needed to address the problem of child malnutrition 
in India. (200 Words) 
 
The Sustainable Development Goals recognize that early childhood development can help 
drive the transformation we hope to achieve over the next 15 yeares. 
The overall development of this foundational population decides the future of any country in 
terms of development indicators like IMR,under 5 mortality rate, HDI, GDI, GII etc.  
As the first school of child, family also works as a first doctor for her nutritional 
development. Malnourished and stunted children cannot sustain the socio-economic life of a 
country just like a house with weak foundation. 



 

 

Insights	Secure	Q	&	A	
PAPER	-	2	

																																					October	-	2015	
	 	

www.insightsonindia.com	
INSIGHTS	

										www.insightsias.com	
	 	

Poor health and nutrition level with low shock resistance lead to poor cognitive as well non-
cognitive skills,childhood is the most critical period for development of such capabilities and 
in laying down the foundations of brain architecture and functioning.  
India is having maximum population of malnourished and stunted children in the world 
even after knowing the benefits of "EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE(ECC)".  
Measures that can be taken 
1. proper implementation and monitoring of existing program for children e.g. ICDS, Mid 
day meal, National policy for children  
2013,National food security act 2014 and others.  
2. Use of bio-technology with proper safeguards like fortification of grains and promotion of 
coarse grains and pulses/egg. 
3. Improving the quality of food given under various policies.  
4. Help of local bodies and NGOs for awareness campaign about ECC. 
5. Bringing ECC under corporate social responsibility. 
6. A NUTRITIONAL BIOMARKER to collect objective data about nutritional status of 
children .  
7. Support of economically weaker families for development of children. 
8. Increasing the share of childhood care expenditure under Annual Budget.  
All these need to be implemented as soon as possible to harness the wealth situated within 
the children of the country in terms of healthy HUMAN CAPITAL. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests  

3) Critically analyse India’s security engagement with Africa. 
(200 Words) 
 
India's relations with Africa are conditioned and energised by our historical linkages and 
strong political foundations of the past .India have gainfully employed its military in defense 
corporation activities at Africa to improve its security relations with the African countries. 
-India have invested its naval power in the anti piracy operations at the Somalian cost to 
protect the trade route between India and Africa. 
- India has provided military training to large number of African countries and help them to 
improve the military technologies existing in the countries.Also a large number of African 
military officers is undergoing training courses in India 
-India has been the largest partner in the UN peacekeeping missions in Africa and currently 
has sizable contingents in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Southern Sudan, Ethiopia and 
Eritrea. Also provided security to World economic forum summit and African Union summit 
held in Africa 
- India has provided military hardware to some of the African countries like Kenya and 
Seychelles in the past. 
However India's aim to play a eminent role in African Security matters has met with some 
problems 
- Involvement of China in the security sector along with US  
-China’s naval presence in the waters of Africa has become more intensive and sustained  
-Presence of major military powers such as Japan, France and US 
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Today African countries are looking forward for investments in security sectors from outside 
actors . Countries like US , China have already taken lead in engaging Africa . India therefore 
need to focus on forging better relations with Africa in Defense and long term security 
 
Topic: Structure, organization and functioning of  the Judiciary 

4) Will bringing reforms in collegium system address some of 
the concerns raised against it? Critically examine. (200 Words) 
 
In collegium system of appointments which came into being in 1993 a group of incumbent 
judges of higher judiciary appoint judges to the superior courts. Even though collegium 
system virtually eliminated the executive interference in judicial appointments it has been 
suffering from certain flaws. They are 
1)there is no transparency and accountability  
2)there is no objective criteria for selection of judges. It is often on the sole basis of seniority 
rather than including merit, competence, seniority as a holistic criteria.  
3)delays in appointments  
4)there is chances of spoils system in judicial appointments  
5)women and backward caste judges are not getting proper representation even after 
collegium system came into being.  
The recent NJAC judgement while striking down the NJAC admitted the flaws of collegium 
and invited suggestions to reform the collegium. The reforms should be directed at 
1) bringing the transparency and accountability in judicial appointments  
2) defining the criteria for selection of judges objectively and such criteria should be rational 
and based on various parameters like seniority, competence, merit etc. 
3) time frame should be fixed for everything and decisions should be taken with in that time 
bound.  
4)the reforms should be aimed at bringing diversity in judicial appointments.  
5) the minutes of the collegium deliberations should be kept in public for scrutiny.  
If the present collegium system is able to incorporate these reforms it can address the 
concerns raised against it to a major extent.supreme Court should accept the constructive 
reforms from various stakeholders in a positive way to strengthen our judiciary. 
 
Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations 

5) Discuss India’s concerns against China’s move to build 
dams on Brahmaputra and measures taken by both countries 
to address mutual concerns. (200 Words) 
 
"Water is life's mater and matrix, mother and medium. There is no life with out water". 
Brahmaputra the life line of the north east india is an international river with China , 
Bhutan, india, Bangladesh as it's riparian countries . China , the upper riparian country of 
brahmaputra (Tsangpo) has been constructing the various dams on the river without taking 
the concerns of lower riparian countries into account. Recently it commissioned the zangmu 
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hydropower project and various projects like Dagu, Jiacha,and Jiexu are in different stages 
of construction.  
India's concerns : 
1) these projects would alter the flow of river which would be detrimental to the irrigation, 
drinking water facilities, fertility of brahmaputra plains, fishing etc. 
2) as these projects are constructed in disaster prone areas ,these projects would prove to be 
catastrophic at the time of disasters especially to the brahmaputra riparian states such as 
Assam and Arunachal pradesh.  
3)National waterway 2 (from sadiya to dubri ) may not be navigable affecting the inland 
water transport of the north east.  
4) with these dams china can store huge amount of water and use this to arm twist india in 
case of confrontation.  
5)eventhough china is assuring that these projects are run of river projects, we don't have 
any formal written agreement regarding this. China may divert brahmaputra waters to its 
water stressed northern region at any time making north east vulnerable.  
Measures : 
We don't have any treaty regarding sharing of waters of brahmaputra with China and at the 
same time china is not a signatory to UN convention on law of non navigation uses of 
international water courses which places the lower riparian countries like India and 
Bangladesh to be at the mercy of China regarding brahmaputra waters. What india has at 
present is brahmaputra hydrological data sharing agreement with China during monsoon 
seasons. So india with its diplomacy,and with the help of regional groupings like BCIM 
should bring the china to the negotiating table to sign brahmaputra water sharing treaty in 
which the concerns of india should be addressed properly. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests 

2) Why is there a strong case for Africa and India to become 
permanent members of UNSC? Critically examine. (200 Words) 
 
The world order has changed from the one that used to be in the aftermath of WWII and this 
necessitates a change in the composition of UNSC so as to make it more inclusive and 
representative. Specific arguments for including India and Africa as permanent member are: 
Africa- 
1)Africa with its rich resource base is an economy of future 
2)Africa is home to nearly 1/6th of the global population 
3)Europe has 3 members while African continent has no representative 
4)Failure of Peacekeeping missions pursued by the existing members necessitates that a 
member from Africa be made a part so as to deal the issue in a better manner 
India- 
1)India is home to 1/5th of the global population 
2)India is the fastest growing economy of the world 
3)India has seen a stable past and is a responsible nuclear power 
4)India has provided one of the largest number of troops for UN Peacekeeping missions 



 

 

Insights	Secure	Q	&	A	
PAPER	-	2	

																																					October	-	2015	
	 	

www.insightsonindia.com	
INSIGHTS	

										www.insightsias.com	
	 	

However, the arguments to include India and Africa as permanent members are rebuffed on 
following fronts: 
1)India and Africa lags far behind in terms of GDP per capita 
2)India and Africa finances a minuscule percentage of UN Peacekeeping missions 
3)Countries have low level of development as evident on rankings in HDI 
4)Inclusion of more members will make decision making even more difficult 
5)India is making efforts to modernize military but has not picked up pace yet while Africa is 
nowhere close in military modernization 
However, despite all these counter-arguments, India and Africa should bat for getting a 
permanent seat in order to counter the hegemony depicted the existing members while 
dealing with some issues. 
 
Topic:  Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to Education, Human Resources.  

3) There is ongoing debate for many decades that private 
schools are better in delivering quality education compared to 
public schools and market economy would ensure better 
learning outcomes. Do you agree with this assessment? 
Critically comment. (200 Words) 
 
India has successfully achieved to provide universal access to elementary education, through 
pro-active laws and schemes like SSA, MDM, RTE etc. With rise of number of students 
enrolled throughout the country, there is still great disparity among the Private and Public 
Educational Institutions that help in releasing this aim. 
Although, there has been an ongoing perception that private schools are better in delivering 
quality education compared to public schools. But there are some flaws in this statement. 
Argument for: 
--- Private players brings in new way to learning which help in giving exposure to the student 
through platforms like E-learning, MOOC course. 
--- The infrastructure provided in far better than public schools. 
--- Staff member are most of the time well qualified, giving parents confidence that they will 
provide better education than imparted in public schools. 
--- Students are mostly from well-off classes; hence parents prefer private schools for their 
wards. 
Argument against: 
--- Most of the private schools create disparity among children on the basis of their parent’s 
income structure. They even first interview the students’ parents to decide if he is eligible or 
not. 
--- Social and cultural factors (not educational) have driven up enrollment in private schools. 
--- Since public sector provides better fee structure to teachers, “teacher labour market” is 
entirely driven by the public school system, which shows that it is imperative that the best 
minds go only to private schools. 



 

 

Insights	Secure	Q	&	A	
PAPER	-	2	

																																					October	-	2015	
	 	

www.insightsonindia.com	
INSIGHTS	

										www.insightsias.com	
	 	

On a whole, it is wrong to state that only private players are imparting better education. On 
the other hand it is also important that government infuse extra funds in public schools 
improving there infrastructure and imparting education through new way of learning. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests  

4) For India, besides infrastructure development and mineral 
resources, Africa holds immense potential as a credible nuclear 
energy supplier as well. Discuss. (200 Words) 
 
The 21st century has seen the African continent gain significant salience in Indian foreign 
policy. Elements of pragmatism have been mixed into the earlier idealistic policy and the 
factors such as energy, uranium, and other resources are driving India’s interest in ties with 
Africa . 
- The Indo-US nuclear deal has legally opened the option of nuclear trade with African 
nations. India has signed a string of nuclear deals with African countries in the last few years. 
-Namibia will supply uranium oxide to India, along with copper and diamonds. Uranium 
trade is an important component of India’s civil nuclear programme, with the first phase 
focussing on India’s pressurised heavy water reactors fuelled by uranium 
-Currently, Africa’s civil nuclear industry is extremely underdeveloped and India’s expertise 
has been welcomed by African nations such as Namibia, Niger, Malawi, South Africa, 
Madagascar, Tanzania, and Gabon. 
-The National Aluminium Ltd. is currently undertaking exploration projects with the 
intension of acquiring stakes in new uranium deposits particularly in Namibia 
- India has taken steps in helping Indian companies, both private and public, to invest 
abroad for natural resources, particularly in oil, gas, uranium, and coal 
However the Indians face several problems in Africa such as 
1) China’s economic hard power capabilities have successfully blocked Indian investment in 
Africa’s primary sector, especially in critical countries such as Angola, Algeria, Zambia, 
Sudan. 
2) India’s bilateral trade and investment with Africa also pale in comparison to those of 
China. And the nature of the Chinese economy far greater than India’s makes competing in 
Africa an extremely difficult task. 
However There is a more evenly-balanced power status in India’s relations with Africa 
compare with China’s hard power, and many African countries have doubts about China’s 
real intentions in the continent. So that India can be an eminent player in Africa's energy 
sector 
 
Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 
interests, 
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5) The recent Karamay Declaration involving China and 
Pakistan is said to pose threats to India’s strategic interests in 
Asia. Critically analyse. (200 Words) 
 
China and Pakistan recently signed various agreements (karamay declaration ) to implement 
china -Pakistan economic corridor (CPEC ). CPEC is one of the six economic corridors 
conceived by china under its "Road and Belt " initiative. CPEC is china and pakistans 
bilateral project connecting Chinese city xinjiang to Gwadar port in Pakistan through 
highways, railways, pipelines etc. 
Strategic implications of CPEC to India  
1) the conceived project passes through Gilgit Baltistan region of pok which is a disputed 
area between india and Pakistan.  
2) this project not only tries to legitimate the claims of Pakistan on POK but also virtually 
closing the northern axis for india to access central Asia. 
3) through Gwadar port china wants to strengthen its position in indian ocean regional. It 
will disturb the balance of power in the region.  
4) This project once get materialised would give edge to china in Afghanistan over india. 
India's economic and security interests in Afghanistan would be at stake.  
5)As a part of project china is laying fibre optic cable from its border to Rawalpindi (Pakistan 
military head quarters). This will strengthen the Pakistan military further.  
6)with this project china can access the Middle East and Africa easily. This may put india's 
energy security at risk not immediately but in future.  
India has conveyed it's objections to china that proposed CPEC is passing through disputed 
territory but china defends it as mere commercial project. But on deep analysis this project 
has more strategic implications than economic significance. In the past also Pakistan ceded 
some disputed land to china. Once the project is completed there is every chance of pok 
becoming trilateral issue rather than bilateral involving china , Pakistan and india.so indian 
government should take diplomatic steps to persuade china to avoid POK as a part of CPEC 
 
Topic:  Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to Education, Human Resources.  

2) The Supreme Court has recently stated that even after 68 
years of Independence, the reservations system has not 
achieved what it hoped to and that it was time that the 
government considered scrapping quotas in higher education 
and consider only merit as basis for admission. Do you support 
this view? Critically comment. (200 Words) 
 
Quota/reservation system was envisaged by the founders of the constitution for a limited 
time period only.Positive discrimination for the historically disadvantaged section and 



 

 

Insights	Secure	Q	&	A	
PAPER	-	2	

																																					October	-	2015	
	 	

www.insightsonindia.com	
INSIGHTS	

										www.insightsias.com	
	 	

enabling articles(Art 16(4),16(4)A,16(4)B,335 etc.) were incorporated in order to help the 
state to use its discretion and govt went for various amendments too. 
Politicization of the provisions and poor checks and balances of the above provisions on the 
part of Govt. has led to misuse or inept trickle down to happen. 
SC has been for long advising the govt. to overhaul the quota system and implement it in a 
fair manner.Successive govts. have used this many a times to suit their political vote banks. 
OBC inclusion and the implementation of Mandal commission w/o any creamy layer 
concept;only later creamy layer concept was introduced by the judiciary.Non-introduction of 
creamy layers in SC/ST category has defeated the whole purpose of Quota system. 
If BPL/Antyodaya beneficiaries can be identified then the system/mechanism for identifying 
deserving people for quota benefits should also be put into the place.Many times people 
resort to false caste certificates or shows incorrect income proof in order to get the benefit. 
Institutions like specialty hospitals/Defense/research organisations etc.needs the service of 
the best keeping in mind the national interest.India has to compete with the best in the 
world.We can't afford to bench-sit our best talents and at the same time can compete with 
the best in fields.Private sector has its limitations it works for the profit motive, so its the 
govt. which has to attract the best minds for such services and Quota system in such fields 
demotivates people where creativity,rationality and innovations is required at the highest 
level. 
Need of the hour in 21st century is to implement the policies in non-partisan manner and not 
to let the provisions get misused by politicization.Judiciary needs to take step and confront 
any such motives and ensure justice.Judiciary needn't ignore the issue by labeling it as 
POLICY ISSUE as it has done many a times in the past. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests; Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their 
structure, mandate.  

3) Critically evaluate India’s role in UN peacekeeping missions. 
Do you think India’s role in these  or in future missions would 
help it to become global superpower? Comment. (200 Words) 
 
India stands solidly committed to assist the UN in the maintenance of international peace 
and security with a proud history of UN peacekeeping dating back to its inception in the 
1950s. 
India has contributed nearly 180,000 troops, the largest number from any country, 
participated in more than 44 missions and 156 Indian peacekeepers have made the supreme 
sacrifice while serving in UN missions. India has also provided and continues to provide 
eminent Force Commanders for UN Missions. 
In 2014 India is the second largest troop contributor [TCC] with 8,123 personnel deployed 
with 12 UN Peacekeeping Missions of which 991 are police personnel, including the first 
Female Formed Police Unit under the UN 
The Republic of India is considered as one of the possible emerging superpowers of the 
world. Its role in UN peacekeeping missions will certainly help India to achieve its aim of 
becoming a global super power. 



 

 

Insights	Secure	Q	&	A	
PAPER	-	2	

																																					October	-	2015	
	 	

www.insightsonindia.com	
INSIGHTS	

										www.insightsias.com	
	 	

- It will help India to win a seat in the UN security counsel ,which is key factor for India to 
became a super power 
- Experience in multinational forces and campaigns .Knowledge of skills or tactics gained 
from peacekeepers from other countries will help Indian forces to increase their skills and 
can become the best among all 
- India's contribution in UN Peacekeeping forces helps to gain political influence and build a 
good image with the people of the world 
- This would help India in other political/economic negotiations/treaties especially where 
the will of the public would play a great role. 
Thus India Should continue its contribution to the UN Peacekeeping missions so that it can 
move towards its goal of becoming a global super power 
 
Topic:  India and its neighborhood- relations.  

4) Recently China ended its one child policy. What impact this 
policy had on Chinese society and economy? Do you think its 
new policy to allow parents to bear two children will help it 
address demographic issues it’s facing today? Analyse. (200 
Words) 
 
After nearly three decade of one-child policy as a part of it's controversial family planning 
system adopted in late 1970s to control the ballooning population, the Chinese government 
has now decided to scrap it ,allowing couples to have two children at most.However, apart 
from the human rights abuses, excess and embarrassments from authorities , the impact of 
this decades long policy has been profound on China demography too, which can be 
summarized as below:- 
1. Impact on demography of China:- 
--> shrinking share of working age groups in the total population which pose worrisome 
situation for China which need huge labour supply to feed it's strong industrial base. 
--> By 2050, nearly one-third of the Chinese population would be aged over 60 
years,signifying the gradual ageing of the China's population over the next three decades. 
--> Cheap and surplus labour are two primary factors that helped China to emerge as the 
manufacturing hub of the world .If the current trend continues, this could pose a serious 
long-term labour shortage in China in future that would hamper it's economic progress. 
2.Human rights abuses and excess from authorities :- 
-->enforcement of the policy has led to human rights abuses. 
-->large cases of forced abortions, sterilizations, prisons and harsh treatment from family -
planning enforcement agencies have been reported in past. 
-->in many case, violating parents were forced to pay heavy penalties. 
3.Skewed sex ratio and rising preferences for male children 
--> sex-selective abortion became a common trend and preferences for male children 
increased  
-->sex ratio in China has decreased to an alarming level of below 900 women per 1000 
males. 
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There is great possibility that the new policy of allowing parents to bear two children might 
help in addressing the issue of demographic crisis that China is facing currently. 
 
Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests  

5) It is said that India possesses certain major advantages in 
dealing with African nations. What are these advantages? How 
can India capitalize on them? Examine. (200 Words) 
 
Africa is the continent of emerging hope and India is a emerging economy and a nation of big 
dreams. The two sides share a natural synergy due to which India possesses certain major 
advantages in dealing with African nations.Some of these advantages are summarized 
below:- 
1.Shared history of colonialism : both sides have a history of deprivation ,misery and 
suppression under hundred years of colonialism . Unlike the West , India doesn't carry the 
baggage of colonialism nor does it has any record of recurring interference in the domestic 
political matters of African states or forcing regime changes like in Libya . 
2. Deep cultural and political ties :India holds a special place in Africa's political history from 
the time when Mahatma Gandhi ,while in South Africa mobilized local black popualtion 
against racial discrimination by local whites and the subsequent India's solidarity with the 
victims of Apartheid . Since then, cultural ties and people -to-people contact has always been 
strong between the two regions ,reflected in the number of Indians and their businesses 
based in Africa. 
3. Similarity in socio-economic problems :Both Africa and India face similar problems -
poverty,under developed human resources, youthful population that need jobs,lack of 
electricity to a huge proportion of their respective populations, coping with rapid pace of 
urbanization, hunger, shortage of infrastructure and other socio-economic factors . 
4.convergence of positions on various issues: both sides positions converge on several issue 
such as threats from IS and other terror groups, climatic change ,food security and 
agricultural realted issues being negotiatied at WTO etc. 
India can capitalize on these advantages in following ways:- 
--> India's exporters, for example, may be largely unaware of the possibilities inherent in the 
expanding African middle class. The government can and should provide mechanisms that 
enable Indian companies to take advantage of these unfolding options.  
--> enhanced cooperation on socio-economic welfare such as developing roads, 
infrastructure , cities and housing by providing credits and sharing rich experience of Indian 
companies in respective sectors. 
-->collaboration on education,skill development and developing agricultural lands that 
remain vital resource of Africa mineral resources etc. 
 
Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 
betterment of vulnerable sections.  
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6) In recent years India has become a major destination for 
what has been referred to as “reproductive tourism” for foreign 
couples. How will India’s new surrogacy law affect this tourism? 
Critically comment. (150 Words) 
 
Recent call by centre to makes ‘rent-a-womb commercial surrogacy’ as punishable and only 
allow ‘infertile Indian married couples’ to go for it; can hit “reproductive tourism” harshly. 
Advantage: 
--- The practice many times causes death of mother due to complications during pregnancy 
and the unavailability of good post-natal care. 
--- Contracts between surrogate mothers have been exploited by the intended parents which 
causes former assumes all medical, financial and psychological risks. 
--- Disabled and unplanned twins are mostly abandoned by the intended parents. 
Hence the new law would keep the following practices under check. 
Though there are disadvantages too: 
--- Indian surrogacy industry’s values are more than $400mn, which will hit drastically. 
--- Since the law differentiates between Indian and foreign parents, there is a risk that 
surrogacy clinics indulge in wrong practice, further endangering both mother and baby. 
So to mitigate risk of illegal surrogacy it is required that regulatory measures must be 
implemented like stronger contracts, financial and health benefits to mothers; instead of 
distinguishing between Indians and foreigners. 
 
Topic:  Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities 
of various Constitutional Bodies.  

2) “Independence of the judiciary is not the issue in the current 
stand-off; it is control over appointments.” In the light of recent 
NJAC judgement by the Supreme Court, critically comment on 
the statement. (200 Words) 
 
The SC declared the recent NJAC amendment as unconstitutional because it violated the 
basic structure of the constitution.Independent Judiciary is one of the components of this 
doctrine. However the exclusive control of judiciary over the appointment does not make 
part of basic structure. This judgement has been questioned by many on this issue only. The 
judiciary has maintained its total control over the appointments in the name of 
independence of judiciary by using a questionable reasoning. 
The judiciary might have suggested some changes in the NJAC to make it work better like 
selection of eminent persons who belonged to law or bar. Or it could have asked for making 
new All India Judicial Services which are already mentioned in article 312. 
Even after these questions, the past cannot be ignored. Breach of independence of judiciary 
during 1970s shows that judiciary cannot take a risk of involving executive in the 
appointment process. The judgement came with the recognition of weaknesses of collegium 
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system which shows that SC only wants to maintain the sanctity of the judiciary. In case of 
executive in the appointment process creates a never-ending doubt over the character of 
judges appointed by such process. This doubt is antithetical to the work of judiciary which is 
based on the foundation of trust. 
It is not a game of controlling the appointment process or maintaining superiority over the 
other pillars of constitution because the SC knows very well that "the Constitution abhors 
absolutism" therefore it needs some reforms in the process developed by the judiciary 
itself,i.e, collegium system. 
The SC has asked for suggestions for reforming the existing system, here one of the reforms 
can be to include executive, legislature and civil society as advisory bodies where this advice 
cannot be binding on the judiciary. This will make the process more democratic and 
transparent. With the inclusion of executive in the form of advisory will also remove doubts 
from their minds about tainted appointments. 
 
Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 
and the performance of these schemes  

3) In 2009, the government launched the Rashtriya Madhyamik 
Shiksha Abhiyan to bolster secondary education in the country. 
Critically evaluate the performance of this scheme. (200 Words) 
 
RMSA is a central sector scheme which was launched in 2009 with the objective of 
universalisation of secondary education (USE). As secondary education is a prerequisite to 
enter in higher education and also in the world of work, RMSA is trying to integrate this part 
of education with the primary education. 
--- The scheme is implemented by the states with financial support from central government. 
--- It provides financial support for additional class rooms, labs, art rooms, toilet blocks, 
drinking water facilities, residential hostels, appointment of additional teachers, teacher’s 
training, running of girls’ hostels etc. 
--- To ensure that no child is deprived of secondary education of satisfactory quality due to 
gender, socio-economic, disability and other barriers. 
Critical Anslysis: 
--- Ratio of elementary to secondary schools is still 15:1 at the national level, which shows its 
incapacity to absorb students coming from primary schools. 
--- Gross enrollment ratio is quite low, increased marginally to 65 from 58 percent. 
--- There is significant vacancy of staff at the state and district level, adverse impacting 
student – teacher ratio. 
--- There is a still wide disparity among states, for instance, states like UP is still lagging far 
behind. 
RMSA thus need to be implemented in a pro-active manner through provisioning of better 
infrastructure, appointment of qualified teachers, strengthening teacher management 
panning, improving training programmes, use of ICT etc. Since India have growing 
population and most of them are unemployed it is required that robust structural changes 
are implemented so as reap the benefits of burgeoning Demographic Dividend. 
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