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Topic: Social empowerment; features of Indian society 

1) Recently, governments of Haryana and Rajasthan amended 
their Panchayat Raj act such that no one can contest elections 
for the post of sarpanch or member of the panchayat samiti or 
zilla parishad if they have not passed Class X. Critically discuss 
the implications of this amendment. (200 Words) 
 
 
The recent move to introduce educational qualifications while contesting for a post in 
Panchayat elections in Haryana and Rajasthan, can be seen as both commendable 
and faulty in some respects. 
--Positive effects: 
1. It will help bringing the better qualified people to the forefront, who have better 
scientific knowledge to tackle the everyday problems of agriculture and other 
infrastructrural shortcomings 
2. They will be able to better incorporate the worldwide practices, due to more 
acquaintance with communication technology, so as to develop their region. 
3. They will be better able to remove the superstitious beliefs and activities in 
villages, including all social evils like Child marriage, female foeticide and 
infanticide, which are largely prevalent in these states. 
--Negative effects: 
1. It can lead to a race to procure bogus certificates of educational qualification. 
2. For the regular administrative problems of the village, one does need to be 
educationally qualified. There are many examples of illiterate sarpanches (both 
male/ female) who have emancipated their regions from poverty. 
3. This will exclude a large number of people from contesting in elections, on the 
basis of academic qualification, which is undemocratic in nature. 
4. Due to the present backward situation of various rural areas in the country, the 
educated youth tend to migrate to urban areas. So, there can be a situation when no 
one is eligible to contest elections in a particular region. 
--After considering all such pros and cons, the state govt should first develop the 
educational facilities in respective states and only then employ such measures to 
increase the academic standards of the administrative heads, otherwise such orders 
can only lead to chaos. 
 
 
 
Topic: Poverty and Developmental issues 
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1) “SDGs have been criticized for being too many in number 
but the more serious problem is that they are far too vague in 
order to mandate results on the ground.” Comment. (200 
Words) 
 
Sustainable Development Goals are successor to Millennium Development Goals and 
seeks to achieve 17 goals and 169 targets by the end of year 2030. Though stating 
greater number of goals helps in adopting a holistic approach to development but 
recently apprehensions have been raised about the vagueness of targets. The 
following points signify the vagueness: 
1)According to a report published by International Council for Science and 
international Social Science Coucil, only 29% of the 
targets are well defined, 54% are ambiguous and 17% are non-essential. E.g. the 
target to “increase substantially” the share of renewable energy in the global energy 
mix doesn’t specify the exact target to be achieved 
2)The targets are self-defeating and contradictory in nature. E.g. one of the targets is 
to reduce the proportion of untreated wastewater to be halved while the other is to 
ensure universal and equitable access to safe and drinking water. This is 
contradictory in nature because wastewater is because of pollution in water bodies 
and water is consumed by people from the latter 
3)The targets follow a “compartmentalized” approach i.e. targets have been 
established without interlinking them. E.g. the targets of gender equality and 
education are expressed separately without understanding that the success of one is 
dependent on other 
Such ambiguity in defining the targets and failure to achieve connectedness among 
them leads to wastage of economic resources. Further, the compartmentalized 
approach can lead to duplication of efforts and deviation from the important goal of 
sustainable development. 
Having adopted the SDGs, a better approach would be to observed the inter-
connectedness at national level and then making efforts to achieve the same 
 
 
Topic: Salient features of India society; Urbanisation – problems and remedies 

2) Critically comment on the performance of the Swachh Bharat 
Mission (SBM). (200 Words) 
 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (SBA) is a national campaign by the Government of India, 
aims to accomplish the vision of a 'Clean India' by 2 October 2019, the 150th birthday 
of Mahatma Gandhi. 
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Achievements: 
1. SBA took the massive campaign on the issue of “Open defecation”. It is first such 
an instance that took the program to the common man. There is a change in the 
behavioural perception based on the success stories from Uttara Pradesh (Darora), 
Punjab (Ludhiana), Odisha (Koraput) and Kerala (Puzzhakkal). 
2. Union Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, the nodal agency for rural 
mission, claims that it has built around 80 lakh toilets so far. 
3. The Ministry of Railways has built bio-toilets for train coaches and promised to be 
aggressive in construction. It also reduces the manual scavenging. 
4. Private sector and social service organizations (Sulabh) are working in full 
momentum with nodal agencies. 
The Shortcomings: 
1. The single-minded focus on toilet construction left the most important issue-
behavioural change. In spite of some success stories and financial well-being, it is yet 
to change on massive scale. 
2. The Unit Cost of Individual Household Latrines (IHHLs) is still in negotiations 
with states like Karnataka. 
3. It has limited impact on cities. They are still grappling with dirt on streets and 
roads. 
4. The acceleration of the program is still not in tune with its 2019 target. As per the 
target it should built 185 toilets per day whereas actual number is 8 per day. In this 
pace it takes 2085 to achieve objective- “Down To Earth” study. 
5. The Centre’s proposed plan to levy “Swatchh Bharat cess” on telecom services, fuel 
and minerals has not gone well. 
Educating rural people about sanitation and urban people about garbage and states 
active engagement are the keys to SBA success. 
 
 
Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until 
the present- significant events, personalities, issues 

3) It is argued that there are lots of similarities between the 
philosophies of Swaraj by Gandhiji and Integral Humanism by 
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya. Critically examine. (200 Words) 
 
Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Deen dyal Updhyaya has philosphies which is centred 
around Ahimsa and and Universal well being. Both tries to use similar idioms to 
reconcile the conflicts for bringing peace and humanity. 
Mahatma Gandhi and Swaraj Hind: 
Mahatma Gandhi write Swaraj hind in 1909 before the Independence of India, it was 
centered around the ahimsa, it focused on the excess which was being done by 
colonizer and imperialist. He was angry upon the atrocities done by the dominant 
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and mentioned that it appear world had never done so wrong before. He mentioned 
Swaraj not as a freedom but to establish a order which respect dignity of all and bring 
peace and prosperity for every section. It mentioned the materialism associated with 
the colonization and imperialism is hallow. 
Pt Deen Dyal Upadhyaya and Integral Humanism: 
Pt Deen Dyal Upadhaya was born later than Gandhi, he belonged to humble 
background and that's why his philosophies is not very loud and known. His 
philosophies also centered around well being of all irrespective of caste, religion and 
class. His idea of integral humanism came after the independence and was adopted 
by Bhartiya jan Sangha as a underlying principle. Later it became the guiding 
principle for the Bhartiya janta party(BJP). 
His philosphies also talk against materialism like Gandhi's Swaraj Hind, he favoured 
neither capitalism nor Marxist communism. He argued that capitalism is too 
individualistic while in communism individualism dies. So he favored middle path 
and that became the guiding principle for BJP parties. 
It would be mistake to compare both Mahatma Gandhi Pt and Deen dyal Upadhyaya 
when both in essence has similar principle and philosophies. Difference lies in the 
ability to being loud, Mahatma Gandhi was well renowned figure in world where as 
Upadhyaya ji was lesser known, 
 
 
Topic: Salient features of India society; 

1) What do you understand by structural violence? It is said that 
in India this form of violence is normalised. Critically examine 
the merits in this argument. Also comment how we can fight 
this form of violence. (200 Words) 
Structural violence relates to the type of violence which owes its origin to the existing 
structure of a society,for eg violence on women in India is believed to be reinforced 
by patriarchal norms and mindset of people where women is perceived as weak and 
is subjugated and subjected to violence such as wife battering. 
Similarly caste based violence can be called as structural violence as caste is inbuilt in 
Indian society which supports discrimination of lower castes such as the Bathani 
Tola massacre of dalits in Bihar . 
Although structural violence is related to societal makeup ,yet to call that it is 
normalised in India is an exaggeration ,as seen post Delhi Gang rape case ,there was 
widespread outrage and protest by common people which shows that such acts are 
not acceptable in society. 
To deal with structural violence need is for changing the existing relation among 
different groups in society such as by gender and caste sensitisation which will 
change mental beliefs and prejudice existing against each other in society. 
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Also efforts must be made for reforming the existing laws such as SC/ST PoA 
Act,1989 to make it more stringent and its honest implementation at the ground level 
so that it may act as a deterrant against any such violence 
 
For better answer 
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/10/03/1-what-do-you-understand-by-
structural-violence-it-is-said-that-in-india-this-form-of-violence-is-normalised-
critically-examine-the-merits-in-this-argument-also-comment-how-we-can-fight-
this-form/#comment-2287392072 
 
Topic: Salient features of world’s physical geography (Can be related to Paper – 2 
topics) 

2) In Indian strategic circles, Andaman and Nicobar Islands are 
seen as “unsinkable aircraft carrier”. Do you think this is a 
correct view of these islands? Critically analyse. (250 Words) 
 
The Andaman and Nicobar Islands (ANI), the 750-km long archipelago, is a Union 
Territory of India. It is no surprise to refer ANI as “unsinkable aircraft carrier” for 
the following geopolitical strategic reasons: 
1. It enjoys closer proximity to two important channels. One is “Strait of Malacca” 
that is one of the world’s most important shipping lane and the second is Ten degree 
channel that directs ships to mainland India via Bay of Bengal. 
2. The maritime security exercises with Australia, Singapore, Thailand and Indonesia 
(Eg: SIMBEX) proved its indisputable importance in the scenario of rising tensions 
in Indo-Pacific region. 
3. During Tsunami-2004, oil spills of Malacca strait and recent MH-370 aircraft 
search operations, it has operated as the focal point of India’s operations that spread 
across maritime maritime surveillance, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. 
4. ANI’s closeness to World’s opium “Golden Triangle” of southeast Asia would be 
crucial for any future actions to suppress gun running, narcotics smuggling, piracy, 
and even poaching (Rhinos from North-east and Tigers from Manas-Sunderbans) in 
India’s EEZ. 
5. The ANI is India’s first and only joint tri-service command, serves as the focal 
point for Indian peaceful engagement with regional navies in South-east Asia. 
6. In the light of the issues of South China Sea, Naval Diplomacy and India's Act East 
Policy , ANI is a cornerstone in India’s maritime strategy; a firewall against threats to 
the east and a platform serving India’s interests in Indo-Pacific region. 
However, ANI is not free from issues it is grappling with. 
1. Creaking infrastructure is not prepared to meet any sudden out-break of 
geopolitical event. 
2. The weapon system of the ships and aircraft carriers are poor.  
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3. Deforestation  
4. Climate change 
5. Threat of piracy and arm smuggling 
There is a strategic need to develop ANI in human development parameters too to 
complement its geostrategic significance, local civilian cooperation and the success of 
“Project Mausum” 
 
Topic: Changes in critical geographical features (including waterbodies and ice-caps) 
and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes 

1) How would climate change affect coastal cities in India? 
Examine. (200 Words) 
 
India with a coastline of more than 7500 Km is susceptible to climate change because 
of the changes in rainfall patterns, increased intensity and frequency of cyclones and 
other hazards and the rising temperatures. These events are expected to affect 
coastal regions of India in the following ways: 
1)Saltwater intrusion in coastal aquifers because of the rising sea water levels could 
affect the availability of fresh groundwater e.g. in Ganges Delta region 
2)Loss of fisheries, seaweed farming due to cyclones and the associated loss to 
livelihoods and food security could draw people into a vicious circle of poverty e.g. in 
Mandapam district of Tamil Nadu 
3)Displacement of families because of inundation of land due to sea-level increase 
could crowd the inner areas leading to urban sprawl or slum development e.g. in 
Sunderban delta region 
4)Deterioration of coastal ecosystems like coral reefs and wetlands due to increasing 
sea temperatures could play havoc to the biodiversity and thus affecting the food web 
e.g. Chilika lake of Orissa (a wetland) 
5)Loss of coastal land-dwelling animals because of their inundation or inability to 
adapt to the rising temperatures e.g. sea turtles, crocodiles etc. 
6)Rise in incidences of vector-borne diseases like malaria, diarrhea etc because of the 
damage to sanitation systems and excess water intruding in the regions 
Thus planning to deal with climate change with active collaboration at international 
levels should be the way forward to deal with the crisis that could ensue with changes 
in climate. 
 
Topic: Poverty and Developmental Issues 

1) Do you think fast economic growth is the best way to reduce 
poverty? Critically comment. (200 Words) 
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The impact of economic growth in reducing poverty has become a heated question 
because of the mixed picture that emerges. On one hand, there has been a reduction 
in poverty while on the other, the inequalities have grown stark. Thus, the question 
needs to be looked into carefully. 
Economic growth helps in poverty reduction through the following means: 
1)Creation of opportunities for people to take up jobs in different sectors of the 
economy leads to increase in income levels. E.g. in India and China 
2)Increase in tax collections as a result of higher incomes allow the government to 
spend greater amounts in social sector thus enabling the people to come out of 
poverty. E.g. in 1960, Kenya and Botswana stood at equal economic levels but by 
1990, Botswana registered higher growth as compared to Kenya and was able to 
spend 5 times higher amount than Kenya resulting in poverty reduction 
However, the other side of the story of economic growth reveals a different picture: 
1)Poverty reduction through economic growth keeps the poor at receiving end 
because they had to wait for growth to trickle down to lower levels 
2)Economic growth fails to capture the nature of growth. E.g. growth in urban 
industries might pull off the economic growth at the expense of widening the gulf 
between urban and rural people. Similarly, higher economic growth because of 
increase in income levels of rich people sharpens the inequalities between rich and 
the poor, as has happened in case of India 
3)Multi-dimensional nature of poverty may not be addressed through economic 
growth because of the failure to improve food security, water availability and 
sanitation systems 
4)Economic growth may occur at the expense of environment upon which the poor 
depends heavily and may result in their displacement 
In the light of above arguments, it can be said that “green growth” and not economic 
growth should be the way forward to remove poverty. 
 
 
Topic: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors 
/contributions from different parts of the country.  

2) Why and how did “Hindu-German conspiracy”, during the 
early decades of twentieth century, try to usurp the British Raj 
from Indian sub-continent? Examine. (150 Words) 
 
The Hindu German conspiracy dates back to the WW1 timeline events, when the 
German forces tried to help the Indians to topple the Raj by smuggling American 
arms in the subcontinent. This was aimed at making the allies internally weak. 
--As Germany was already facing war on two fronts, Eastern and Western, due to 
incapability of Austria to fend off Russia, Germany considered other options, to 
divert the enemies armies elsewhere and face lesser tension on European fronts 
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--Since the beginning of war, Indian population from US, Canada, and Germany, 
headed by the Berlin Committee and the Ghadar Party, attempted to trigger 
insurrections in India on the lines of the 1857 uprising with Irish Republican, 
German and Turkish help in a massive conspiracy. 
--The move was detected by the British intelligence fairly in time, which allowed only 
a number of failed attempts at mutiny, of which the February mutiny plan and the 
1915 Singapore Mutiny remains most notable. This movement was suppressed by 
means of a massive international counter-intelligence operation and draconian 
political acts (including the Defence of India Act 1915) that lasted nearly ten year. 
--Although the movement failed, but several leaders had fled to Japan and Thailand 
and lied low until the late 1930s, when the war clouds accumulated again, and the 
prospects of an armed mutiny again became possible. 
Topic: Locational factors of industries 

1) The city of Surat is not only the hub of Indian diamond 
manufacturing; it manufactures 95 per cent of all diamonds 
processed in the world. Examine the factors that have led to 
successful flourishing of this industry in Surat. (200 Words) 
 
Surat city in Gujarat is blessed with myriad of positive factors which are collectively 
responsible for the flourishing diamond industry in world and accounting for 95 % of 
all diamond proceed in world. Some of these are as follows - 
-> Historical Factors - Presence of expensive and valuable stone even at the time of 
harrapan civilization and later played a significant role in inculcating such skills to 
various port of Gujarat and specifically Surat 
-> Social factors - Strong social ties and development of trusts and cooperative 
society provided entrepreneur and workers in Surat a firm platform for development. 
-> Geographical Factors - Presence of well developed ports and hinterland provided 
Surat with an opportunity to access diamond ad cheap and viable price from African 
routes and send it back to the world after its honing and shaping and giving it a 
specific skilled touch.  
-> Workforce availability - Existence of cheap and skilled labor give an golden 
opportunity to flourish the industry further and also award them with competitive 
advantage.  
-> Entrepreneurial Mindset - Gujarati's are well known for their in blood 
entrepreneurial mindset and creativity. This is what provide strength to fundamental 
pillar of industry.  
-> Goodwill and Skills - one can easily detect combination of both in Surat which has 
been proven a deadly combination for the development of any industry in this world. 
To harness their full potential and to gain competitive advantage of industry it is 
essential to keep on igniting a spark of growth by providing better legal framework, 
proper training program, new platform to make them more competitive etc. 
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Topic:  changes in critical geographical features (including waterbodies and ice-caps) 
and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes. 

1) With suitable examples, discuss how has climate change 
affected important flora and fauna in India. (200 Words) 
 
The ongoing climate change in all parts of the planet has affected all aspects of both 
our life and the biodiversity around us, increasing the concern for the planet’s future. 
--The various causes for concern are: 
1. From micro-organisms like bacteria to top predators like lions, nearly 45 per cent 
of species grew smaller over multiple generations due to rising temperature 
2. Mammals such as squirrels and wood rats in Western Ghats have decreased in 
number due to increasing temperature. 
3. The migration pattern of fishes has been affected due to lack of harmony in whole 
ecosystem due to new conditions developed by climate change. 
4. For plants, the nutrition content in crops has decreased. Shrinkage of sizes of 
plants has been witnessed in vegetables and tree farms 
5. The phytoplanktons and coral reefs are also suffering due to rising temperatures, 
endangering the whole food chain in water bodies 
6. The increasing temperatures and erratic monsoon rains will also affect the crop 
cycles 
--Due to such a scenario, the socio economic life of citizens is also set to be affected, 
specially for the people who are engaged in primary activities. 
--The only measure we can opt for in near future, is the adaptation to such incidents 
by ensuring a buffer stock of grains to guarantee food security. Also, for long term, 
India should advance its reach in renewable technology and decrease dependence on 
carbon emitting fossil fuels, which can ensure a safer future for the next generation. 
 
Topic:  Role of women 

1) Why  are women kept out of combat role in defence 
services? Do you think the reasons are justified? Critically 
comment. (150 Words) 
 
Women all over the world, until recently, had restrictions in combat roles in the 
armed forces. The reasons being:- 
1. It is generally believed that women are physically less strong  
2. The Army recently cited reservations from patriarchal mindset army men. They 
were against being commanded by women 
3. Women PoW can be subjected to greater abuse 
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4. Data also points out that women took greater leaves to simultaneously manage 
their homes. Further, the atrition rates in women are higher. 
Yet the reasons are not completely justified because 
1. Warfare today requires much more than physical strength, like calm mind, 
analytical skills. Using machines like tanks, drones, fighter planes has become more 
important than strength, where women can be equally capable 
2. Allowing women numerically allows much greater no of armed soldiers on the field 
3. Women, on the line, such as doctors are nurses, are already engaging on the 
battlefield. 
4. Internationally, other nations such as the UK are opening their doors to women, 
after having done careful analysis. 
Further, ethics and the political notion of equality must allow women to join the 
battefield. It's time the world sees that Indian women are no less. 
 
Topic:The salient aspects of Art  

2) Critically examine the problems faced by traditional art forms 
and their practitioners in India. (200 Words) 
 
After the advent of new methods of communication and entertainment, the 
traditional art forms and their practitioners have suffered due to the neglect of the 
new generation and steadily decreasing customers 
The various problems faced by them include: 
1. Such art forms are not seen as a viable mode of profession due to the similar 
cheaper machine made products being available in market. 
2. Increasing migration has further decreased the number of people who used to 
practice such arts 
3. Adoption of traditional touch by the big fashion houses, in their clothing lines, 
which further decreases the market for the poor traditional practitioners 
4. The traditional of puppetry has been replaced by the social media and television, 
as a form of entertainment. 
To reverse this trend, the Indian govt has been providing funds to various museums 
to save the vanishing traditional arts. Also, govt should help in linking the products 
of traditional art and crafts practitioners, with professional enterprises, which can 
procure the products at reasonable price, so as to project this field as a viable avenue 
for profession. Annual art festivals can be conducted by state govts, where such 
traditional art forms of entertainment can be promoted among the youth. 
Even though we may advance to a developed nation some day, we should not forget 
our cultural and traditional roots, and try to preserve them always so as to be an 
example of a culturally diverse nation to the world. 
 
 
Topic:  Role of women 
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1) Will imposing an environmental levy on all commercial 
vehicles entering big cities in India address pollution problem? 
What are the implications of such a move? Critically examine. 
(150 Words) 
 
Indian cities has been grappling with issues of severe pollution in recent times. Delhi 
has been identified as one of the most polluted cities of the world. Some studies have 
shown that lungs of children in Delhi are weak than other cities of India.The prime 
cause for severe air pollution is vehicular emissions by heavy commercial vehicles 
running on low class diesel with limited emission control systems. 
Therefore the recent verdict of supreme court to levy green tax in form of tolls over 
light and heavy commercial vehicles entering Delhi is a welcome step. It would help 
in controlling the pollutants and maintaining the ambient quality of air of Indian 
cities. The implications are : 
a. It has been observed that trucks and other heavy vehicles are preferring to enter 
cities in night due to higher tolls on the other roads. This levy would reduce this 
arbitrage and force trucks to use the bypass roads 
b. The fund collected by the polluting vehicles could be mobilized by governments for 
better pollution monitoring and mitigation functions. 
But, solely relying on environment levy would not be solution for the pollution 
problem efforts should be done to phase out and retrofit old vehicles in a gradual 
way. Farmers surrounding cities should be counselled not to burn crops residues 
which usually spills into cities atmosphere. A sustainable public transport 
mechanism should be implemented. Moving in a rapid way towards Bharat VI 
standards of emission norms would be highly imperative to control the menace of air 
pollution. Also initiatives like car free Tuesdays in gurgaon may be taken so as to 
reduce pollution as well as raising awareness in public about its usefulness. 
 
Topic:  Post independence consolidation 

1) Why is the 1975 national emergency considered as one of 
the biggest blows to Indian democracy. What were the socio-
political implications of this emergency? Critically examine (200 
Words) 
 
The emergency of 1975 was declared by president Fackhruddin Ali Ahmed under 
article 352(1) of constitution on the ground of Internal disturbances. Though 
emergency was not against the law, but against the spirit of democratic constitution. 
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1975 Emergency was a biggest blow to Indian democracy as it was a threat to 
democratic processes and institution, citizens lost their constitutional (most imp 
fundamental rights) and legal rights, censorship was imposed on press, judicial 
independence was curtailed. This emergency disturbed the balance of power between 
three organs of state. Political voices (opposition) was suppressed and forced peace 
and calm was imposed. 
Socio-Political implications of the emergency:--- 
A)Emergency brought out weakness and strengths of our constitution. 
B)brought ambiguities regarding emergency provisions of constitution which were 
ratified by 44 constitution amendment in which the phrase internal disturbances was 
replaced by armed rebellion and written advice of cabinet was necessary for 
proclaiming emergency. 
C)created awareness among masses about civil liberties. 
D) administration of police became more vulnerable to state influence. 
E)right to life and liberty granted by constitution can not be taken away by state in 
any circumstances --44 constitutional amendment after emergency. 
F)People showed their faith in democracy by 
(a)by electing Morarji desai government at centre. 
(b)elected new regional leaders in states by throwing out congress government from 
office. 
G)These emergency played a role in starting a unique process in India in which 
judges started appointing judges. 
Though emergency is considered as darkest period in Indian history but it strengthen 
the democracy in India. 
 
Topic:  Post independence consolidation 

1) Critically examine the roots of Khalistan movement, its 
objectives and the causes of its fall. (200 Words) 
 
The Khalistan movement in Punjab was an outcome of various inter connected 
reasons - religious, linguistic, historical, economic, political and role of Sikh diaspora 
abroad. The following are the reasons stated along with objectives : 
1.The sikhs demanded renewal of the Sikh state ruled by Maharaja Ranjit Singh in 
early 19th century. The demand of a separate state within India (Punjab was formed 
in 1966) turned into a demand of an independent Khalistan in 1970s. 
2.The Khalistan movement was also a result of the Green Revolution of 1960s, which 
further marginalized small peasants and widened economic disparities, contrary to 
the equality principle deep rooted in Sikhism. 
3.The failure of Akali Dal to rule the state effectively created a political vacuum, 
giving birth to terrorist elements. In its Anandpur Sahib Resolution, the Akalis 
invoked the religious sentiments to achieve political goals. 
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4.The political demands ranged from more autonomy, to a greater share in water 
resources. 
There were also conflicts within the Sikh community between Nirankaris and 
fundamentalists. Bhindranwale emerged as the strong radical leader of the 
Movement. 
- The immediate fall out of the movement was widespread communal violence and 
assassination of local political leaders and policemen. There was an outward 
migration of Hindus from the afflicted areas. 
- Operation Blue Star was launched by the Indira Gandhi Government to flush out 
the militants from the Golden temple which led to killing of about 492 terrorists and 
mass destruction of the holy temple. 
In a revenge attack, Indira Gandhi was assassinated by her Sikh Bodyguards in 1984, 
which was followed by widespread riots against the Sikhs in Delhi. 
Even thought the Khalistan movement was crushed as a result of strong central 
leadership and the violent nature of the moment itself, it was not without its deep 
impact on the Indian Politics and separatist movements in other states. 
 
Topic:  Salient features of Indian society 

1) Do you think imposition of a uniform civil code (UCC) will 
have positive impact on national integrity? Critically comment. 
(200 Words) 
 
Uniform civil code (UCC) is a code through which variety of personal laws based on 
different religious community will be subsumed into one uniform code throughout 
India. These laws are distinguished from public law and cover marriage, divorce, 
inheritance, adoption and maintenance. 
Moreover, as enshrined in Article 44 of the DPSP it is the duty of the states to create 
uniform law that will uphold Secular character of our constitution. 
Issues that threatened unity of the nation and demands UCC are: 
--- Shah Bano case of 1985, in which woman was denied alimony from her divorced 
husband due to Islamic Orthodoxy. It triggered controversy of having different civil 
codes for different religions, especially for Muslims in India, which led to 
enforcement of new law, i.e. Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Divorce) Act, 
1986, which was actually nullified due to petty religious politics. 
--- Acts like the Special Marriage Act, 1954 permits any citizen to have a civil 
marriage outside the realm of any specific religious personal law, which is rejected by 
different communities, and is realised only on papers and not in spirit. 
--- Sikhs and Buddhists objected to the wording of Article 25 which terms them as 
Hindus, with personal laws of Hindus being applied to them. 
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The major problems for implementing UCC are the country's diversity and religious 
heterogeneity, which not only differ sect-wise, but also by community, caste and 
region. 
But to uphold the basic moral values of our country that is enshrined in Preamble, it 
is the need of the hour that legislature try to integrate whole society on single plank; 
with the objective of women's rights, equality and secularism. Goa is the only state 
that has a common family law and working on the principle of UCC. It is important 
that other states too replicate these laws on the lines of unity and integrity of the 
nation. 
 
Topic:  Post Independence Consolidation of India 

1) Critically comment on the history of Article 370 of the Indian 
Constitution, its implications and relevance for the Union of 
India. (200 Words) 
 
Article 370 of the Indian Constituition deals with the special status given to the state 
of Jammu & Kashmir. It provides a fairly high degree of autonomy to the state, 
enables the state to have its own constitution (unique in an Indian context) which 
permits the state to give some special privileges to its "permanent residents". The 
special features thus are: 
---Duration of the state's Assembly is six years, not five like the rest of India. 
---They have a separate flag. 
---Indian citizens cannot buy property in J&K. 
---The Indian Parliament has only limited reach in J&K. Only Defense, External 
affairs and communication. 
HISTORY: 
During independence,Hari Singh, the Maharaja of Kashmir, signed the Instrument of 
Accession of Kashmir to the Dominion of India. Under this Instrument, he 
surrendered the jurisdiction of three subjects - Defense, External Affairs and 
Communications to the Central Government. Lord Mountbatten, presumably with 
the knowledge and consent of Pt. Nehru, unwisely insisted that the final decision of 
the accession would be ratified by the Constituent Assembly of Jammu & Kashmir. 
Much to the disagreement of the forefather of our constitution, Dr. B.R Ambedkar, 
this was finally signed. 
What is its relevance to India? 
--->If the government tries to repel ARTICLE 370, it has to make amendments in the 
constitution which would require "special majority" in both the houses, which nearly 
seems impossible. 
---> By holding a plebiscite in Jammu and Kashmir to see if the locals do want to join 
the Indian Union or not, It may happen that they disagree. This would be 
controversial as Pakistan which is already eyeing Kashmir, will taking it as an 



Insights Secure Q&A 

www.insightsonindia.com 

	
PAPER	-	1	

																																				October	-	2015	
	 	

	
INSIGHTS	

											www.insightsias.com	
	 	

opportunity to interfere into the matter and J&K which surely isn't a complete merge 
into the republic of India, the repealing will further question the state's integrity with 
the country. 
India should rather be focusing on more pressing issues.This would involve removing 
many of the war-like provisions, improving road & rail connectivity and surcharging 
the local economy. These ways are the most apt to integrate it with the rest of the 
country. 
 
Topic:  Art and culture 

1) Discuss the contribution of emperor Ashoka to spread of 
Buddhist art and culture in Asia. (200 Words) 
 
Emperor Ashoka patronized Buddhism and also made a significant contribution to 
spread Buddhist art and culture in Asia. 
--> Cultural Contribution - To spread Buddhist culture in many Asian countries, 
Ashoka sent Buddhist monks and missionaries on expedition in countries like Sri 
lanka, Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar, China, Japan etc. Along with teachings of Buddha, 
they have made critical contribution to unfurl Buddhist festivals, cuisine, societal 
values etc. and specifically cocept of NIRVANA. 
--> Architectural contribution - Ashoka built many stupas, viharas, Chaityas, pillars, 
capitals and also expand the process of inscription writing on rock edicts. 
--> Infusion of Buddhist art - Buddhist art originated in India and later on infused 
with various Asian countries which have provided it a new shape by allowing direct 
Buddhist representation known as Mahayana unlike earlier phase which do not 
advocate Buddhist representation in art. 
--> Musical Contribution - Musical chanting most often in Sanskrit and Tibet are 
integral part of Buddhism religion. Buddhist music prominently includes Honkyoku, 
Buddhist chant, and Shomyo. 
To be in succinct, it is worth mentioning that Emperor Ashoka made first remarkable 
attempt to spread Buddhism art and culture in other Asian countries. 
 
Topic:  Art and culture; Communalism 

1) In your opinion, why is it assumed that it is moral duty of 
literary institutions and personalities to voice concern against 
growing intolerance and communalism? Critically comment. 
(150 Words) 
 
Communalism eats away the fabric of a secular society. 
Literary institutions and personalitites being in the public sphere and being 
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able to reach a large audience by way of work are usually the vanguard in the 
fight against communalism. 
This is because; literature has a lasting effect on the 
minds of people and can be passed on through generations. And the works and 
words of authors carry a lot of weight amongst the people in general. Also, 
intolerance affects the freedom of speech, something any literary institute and 
personality would view as paramount. The growth of communal and intolerant 
elements in the society endangers free thought, rationalism, inquisitiveness 
and the intermingling of cultures which are usually pre-requisites for a 
diverse body of literature to come out of the society. 
Literary institutions are possibly the last bastions of free 
spirit in today’s increasingly polarized world and writers are the last 
warriors in this fight and it is because of this that it is assumed to be their 
moral duty to raise their voices against these. (174) 
 
Topic:  Poverty and developmental issues 

1) A recent survey has revealed that the richest 1% Indians 
owned 53% of the country’s wealth, while the share of the top 
10% was 76.30%. Do you see growing inequality as India’s 
next big challenge? Discuss why. (150 Words) 
 
Inequality always brings imbalance in the society. Here financial inequality has been 
highlighted ; concentration of wealth in upper strata(1 -10% of population). India 
being a democratic country based on the principle of socialism; inequality was 
abhorred by it's founding fathers.Political parties invokes people on the grounds of 
SOCIAL JUSTICE,POVERTY, CASTEISM etc. but when it comes to implement 
pertinent laws like Land reforms almost all shy away. 
Inequality is lesser in states like Kerala ,J and K and NE(% of people living BPL least 
in these states),main contributing factor was Land reforms implementation. 
~Feudal structure of economy has not been completely replaced by the inclusive and 
modern democratic instt.Money lenders,Zamindars still relevant in the rural 
economy or society, and rural area has around 60% of population. 
~Globalisation has benefitted most the resourced people of the time.Labor reforms 
were ignored to push the globalisation, Pay-bands,minimum salaries 
fixation,promotion of informal sectors apart from good virtues also brought some 
great disdain to society and esp. for the poor people. Mass chunk of the cake was 
taken by the owners little were shared b/w the laborers. 
~Regressive tax structure(Till 1990s) helped to accumulate the money in the upper 
level of food chain. 
~Dependence on Agr and primary sector(>50%) 



Insights Secure Q&A 

www.insightsonindia.com 

	
PAPER	-	1	

																																				October	-	2015	
	 	

	
INSIGHTS	

											www.insightsias.com	
	 	

~Manufacturing sector absence wrt demand has also blocked blue collar formal 
sector jobs. 
Such gross inequality leads to Caste wars, we have seen examples in UP ,Bihar 
recently when there had been severe caste wars(Ranvir Sena,Dalit sena etc.), prime 
motive was economical concern.Left wing extremism and ideology acts as a magnet 
for the exploited or downtrodden.Rise of Red corridor of India is more or less can be 
attributed to the inequality.Financial inclusion,education,promoting indigenous 
skills and along with protecting the rights of laborers,farmers should be a mantra for 
the govt. 
 
Topic: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 
Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

1) In your opinion, what are the traits of Indian culture? Do you 
think Indian culture is under threat today? If yes, critically 
comment on the forces that are threatening it. (200 Words) 
 
Indian culture has evolved over thousand of years , with the assimilation, tolerance 
and acceptance of various diverse ideologies.The present Indian culture represents a 
fascinating melting pot with following features: 
A. Tolerance : Indian society in general is highly tolerant to diverse religious and 
linguistic practices with tolerance to diversity 
B. Peaceful coexistence: We had the principle of "vasudhaiv Kutumbkam" from the 
ancient times and we believe in brotherhood and harmonious relationships 
C. respect for Pluralism : Indian culture shoes respect towards faith, belief, customs 
and festivals of different religions. Gandhiji have propounded the concept of " sarva 
dharma sambhava" to promote it. 
But in recent times , certain incidents like violence and lynching of people over cow 
slaughter and beef consumption, attack on rationalists questioning religious 
superstitions and preventing artists to perform due to their religious identity, has 
threatened to destroy this delicate fabric of our society. Even politicians during 
electoral rhetoric are indulging in flaring up communal emotions. 
Different forces jeopardizing our culture are : 
A. Rise of fundamentalists in various communities , who are high-jacking the agenda 
of majority of community 
B. Appeasement by political establishment to promote their electoral benefits 
C. Lack of uniform civil code breeds mutual distrust among citizens 
Thus, government should work firmly in declaring with communal incidents as per 
constitution.Civil society should also come forward, by forming joint peace teams to 
curb the danger of withering away of our composite culture. 
 
Topic: Poverty and Developmental Issues 



Insights Secure Q&A 

www.insightsonindia.com 

	
PAPER	-	1	

																																				October	-	2015	
	 	

	
INSIGHTS	

											www.insightsias.com	
	 	

1) Compare and analyse poverty estimation made by World 
Bank for Indian population with that of estimations made by 
various committees in India. (200 Words) 
WB has revised its poverty estimate and has declared that India has over-estimated 
its poverty.  
Comparisons  
(1) A/c WB only around 12% population was poor in India in 2011-12.While the 
various committees estd. by the govt. pegged the percentages between 21 to 29 %. 
(2) PPP model and Dollar was taken as the base by WB in calculating the poverty 
world wide($1.90 cutoff) poverty indicator.While Indian committees used the 
consumption basket basis. 
(3)Rural and Urban Area had been demarcated separately by the Indian committees 
but WB used the single scale($1.90). 
(4)Products consumed by the Indians(Rural ,Urban) were specially taken into 
consideration as "High End" and packaged products are not used by Rural people 
generally were kept out of the basket but World bank took all this into account. 
(5)Multi -dimensional poverty was not taken completely into account vis-a-vis Non-
monetary Indicators of Poverty eg Health,Education,Sanitation etc. by either of 
them. 
As MDGs is running into the concluding year , India has performed satisfactorily on 
the set standards.We have SDGs goals before us which is aimed at to eradicate 
poverty by 2030. Such confusing stats neutralises concentrated efforts. As the World 
Bank's reports are used by International agencies to route the Aid and support, the 
report could have given the Indian point of view a consideration, better consensus 
with GoI is the need of hour, to make the whole SDGs successful. 
 
Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies 

1) Some analysts argue that instead of pouring in more money 
on reforming existing cities, India should try to build new 
modern cities. Do you agree with this view? Analyse. (200 
Words) 
 
Indian Cities have been the cradle of civilisation. Even harappa was based on the 
city-culture and many towns and cities have been unearthed. - 
-> Majority of Indian cities evolved during the British Era,Non-planned structure of 
the cities led to ineffective settlemets. 
-> Litigations and clearances hurdles comes into the way when govt. wants to re-plan 
the old part of cities(OLD DelHI, OLD patna etc.). 
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->With the rising population and large rural to urban migration of people newer 
cities is the need of hour. 
->Due to slow transport movement citizenry of Indian have to waste a great amount 
of time in travelling which can be reduced if they get a job in nearby newly estd. 
cities. 
->SMART Cities concept which govt is planning tough to be implemented in the 
existing cities only but have taken new contiguous areas into consideration. 
Food inflation in India is rising severely, in our sub-conscious mind we tend to forget 
a fact that India lives in her Villages(>60% population).PURA sort of Schemes was a 
great vision for the rural people, India needs to take care of it's villages and Villages 
will hold the India's back firmly. Which we saw during Jai Jawan,Jai Kisan Shastri's 
call. So APART from new CITIES , SMART VIllages should be delved upon too. 
 
Topic: Salient features of Indian society 

2) In recent years high divorce rates among IT and ITES 
employees has become a worrisome trend in metros. Examine 
the reasons and implications on women working in IT 
industries. (200 Words) 
 
Indian IT/ITES industry has helped Indian economy in a profound way.It has it's 
imprint in every nook and corner of the world.The employees n the other hand are 
facing problems in their personal lives. 
Causes of divorces---> 
--->Frequent foreign assignments---Disbalances work-family time 
chords.Expectation from Women diverges. 
--->Erratic and long working hours---Indian s/w companies basically runs n the 
support projects and clients are based in other time zones, which makes the timing 
problems in India.Women are the worst sufferer ;security reasons too. 
--->OFFICE FRIENDS-> In India Women are still expected to keep themselves away 
from unknown "men", here interactions platform is present people become friends 
and rumors or illicit relationships are also a cause.This is true for any profession and 
hence IT also.Vice -Versa is also true(for males).  
----> Ambitions in life--> Many a times neither of the understands and accommodate 
or fine tune their aspirations with the aspirations of the family. 
----> Ego clash, traditional role reversal of the genders, infertility owing to great wrk 
pressure. 
Implications on Women------>>> 
(1)They ve to suffer a lot more in such scenarios, Indian society still abhors divorcees 
/widows.Good match finding pbm. 
(2)Feeling of guilt and lack of confidence as she sees negativity and contempt for her 
in other's eyes. 
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(3)Untoward advances by the patriarchal mindset people/colleagues she faces many 
a times. 
Divorce fills any person , male/female with sense of self-doubts. At Least she has 
financial security as she is working. She risked /or compelled to shun her married life 
to seek her ambitions ,freedom etc.Society is changing and we are in the transition 
phase brickbats are bound t happen. 
 
Topic: Salient features of Indian Society 

1) In your opinion, what should be the role of public 
intellectuals, writers and artists when a society, such as India’s, 
begins showing its prejudices openly? Critically comment. (150 
Words) 
 
Intellectuals of a nation has a keystone role in the social ecosystem.They give 
ideological justification or direction to the aspirations of the people.In Modern India 
context who can forget the contribution of RR Roy and many others who was an 
intellectual-reformer. 
Indian Intellectuals role in today's time-------> 
~~ Writers and Artists are giving back the awards of repute Sahitya Kala Academy. 
They are accusing the Govt. for its "ineffectiveness". 
~~ Kalburgi , Dabholkar's murder and Dadri lynching they are citing and increasing 
intolerance in the society as the cause of their dissent. 
Indian intellectuals should be given all the rights required for a creative person to 
express.Observing minutely we can easily figure it out, the space that they require to 
give a message NEEDS much broader interpretation of Rt. to freedom of speech.[film 
certification,book bans removed by court.]. 
It also alleged by the people that and certain sections of Artists/intellectuals itself 
about the "selective outrage" or "manufactured outrage" of the intellectual 
concerned. Intellectuals are people who are said t be not swayed away bu the 
fury,rhetoric and prejudices,Indian intellectual should also come in open n that lines. 
Intellectual/ Artist's main weapon is their Art/Pen they should use it effectively to 
give their messages.Photo-Ops, Verbal duels on TV debates could be avoided.In a 
way Artists/Public Intellectuals are the true custodian of the Aspiration of the society 
and it's people. 
 
Topic: Salient features of Indian society 
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2) Why do you think the social vulnerability of Dalits, even 
decades after reservation and dedicated laws meant to uplift 
and empower them were put in place, has increased? Critically 
comment. (150 Words) 
 
After more than six decades of independence, India is still divided over various 
sociological planks like religious differences, upper and lower caste divergence, and 
patriarchal mind set; still prevalent in this world of EQUALITY. 
Though there have been laws and reservation policies meant to uplift and empower 
these vulnerable sections, they have not fully realised the dreams of founding fathers 
of constitution which aimed to bring vulnerable sections of society, i.e. Dalits, at par 
with the general category society not only economically but also socially and 
culturally. 
Reasons why this trend is still prevalent: 
---> Political leaders have generally kept themselves away to bring these traditional 
atrocities to the forefront; as this might hamper their political careers. 
---> Thinking of rich class and upper middle class society has still not changed 
towards the lower caste and they still see them as class which is only meant 'to follow 
rules and not to rule'. 
---> Laws like the “Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955” and the “Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989” are not implemented at 
its fullest and are realised only on papers. 
Way forward: 
---> Sensitising police to act with eagerness in cases in which people are denied their 
right to life with dignity. 
---> Atrocity Tracking and Monitoring (ATM) system which is a web based tool to 
monitor atrocities and to ensure speedy justice, is required to be disseminated 
widely. 
Hence to enforce the basic structure of constitution which is “Right to Life”, it is 
required that laws against atrocities are enforced in a proper manner. 
 
Topic: Art and culture 

1) Write a short note on the art form of Kaniyan Koothu (150 
Words) 
 
Kaniyan koothu is a singing and dancing art form of people from Southern Tamil 
Nadu. 
~Local Deity Sudalai is worshipped by this ritual. 
~Dance,Song and music all these forms the part of the ritual. 



Insights Secure Q&A 

www.insightsonindia.com 

	
PAPER	-	1	

																																				October	-	2015	
	 	

	
INSIGHTS	

											www.insightsias.com	
	 	

~Men-only performance are carried out, men dancers dresses in female clothes.Like 
Saree, makeup, long hairs etc. 
~Vehement dance performance is shown by the dancers, and it is shown that the 
spirit of the diety Sudalai has enetered int the dancer's body. 
~Mythologies related to the deity Sudalai sung to appease the diety,Drums are also 
used in this performance. 
~The main singer leads the entire performance so, it can be said that it is primarily 
an art wrt. singing. 
This form of indigenous dancing are a dying tradition in India; proper identification 
and promotion of cultural fests should be adopted by the Govt.New generation and 
coming times can have their own contribution for such arts. 
 
Also refer, 
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2015/10/24/1-write-a-short-note-on-the-art-form-
of-kaniyan-koothu/#comment-2324154327 
 
Topic:History of the world will include events from 18th century; Redrawal of 
boundaries 

1) Critically comment on the events that led to Iraq War in 2003 
and its consequences. (200 Words) 
 
The Iraq war is the Third Gulf War that was initiated with the military invasion of 
Iraq on March 2003 by the United States of American and its allies (UK, Australia 
and Poland) to put an end to the Baath Party of Saddam Hussein. 
Causes: 
--- The chief cause of this war was the Global War on Terrorism (GWOT) that US 
declared in response to the attacks of September 11 on World Trade Centre. 
--- Iraq was recognised as a state supporting al-Qaida, aiding Bin Laden in its terror 
activities. 
--- Iraq was supposed to possess weapons of mass destruction and long range 
missiles which were being proliferated since the 1990s. 
--- Abolishment of Saddam’s regime which would introduce democracy and peace to 
the region. 
Consequences: 
--- Defeat of the Iraqi army and depose and execution of Saddam Hussein and 
organization of the first free elections in Iraq for over 50 years. 
--- An increase in the general insecurity in Iraq including terrorist attacks, theft, 
assault, murder, hostage taking, etc. 
--- An unstoppable humanitarian crisis in Iraq. 
--- An increase in terrorist attacks outside of Iraq, such as rise of ISIS or ISIL in 
Syria.  
--- A Setback or progress of law including in international law, and in human rights. 
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On a whole, the War led to rise of different militant group as an offshoot of Al Qaeda 
in Iraq such as ISIS which now controls vast swathes of territory in Iraq and Syria. 
 
Topic: factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector 
industries in various parts of the world (including India)  

1) Antwerp in Belgium used to be the hub for cutting, polishing 
and trading diamonds. But now it is being taken over by cities 
like Dubai and Surat. Examine why. (150 Words) 
 
Antwerp in Belgium has been the historical hotspots for the diamond industry, owing 
to its geographical locations and demands for the diamonds in the region. 
Though it is conceding place to other cities of the world like Dubai and Surat , due to 
following factors----> 
(1)Diamond traders have been accused of violations like tax frauds,money laundering 
which has forced the traders to look in other regions of the world. 
(2) Labour laws(wrt working hours, informal sector prevalence etc.) , which is midler 
in Indian and UAE compared to Belgium has acted as a pull factor for these places. 
(3)Cheap skilled labors is available in India/UAE which again proves to be a upper 
hand. 
(4) Laissez faire policy of the govt. of these countries ,also the demand of diamond 
jewelleries risning with increasing purchasing power of ppl ,proving conducive, 
(5)Funding constraints by the financial entities like Antwerp Diamond Bank and 
winding up of its business worked negatively for Antwerp diamond industry. 
(6) Western world economic scenario is also a concern for it, cost effectiveness comes 
to the fore in this highly competitive industry. 
(7)Automatised polishing etc .is not appreciated by the jaded eyed customers as they 
are particular about the specifics. 
Still Antwerp is international market for the diamond traders and it has still not lost 
that authority.Competition is bound to be happen in the age of globalisation and 
which is an important phenomena of our times. 
 
Topic: World history 

1) It is said that the present difficulties Pakistan is facing are the 
outcomes of its involvement in Cold War. Do you agree? 
Critically analyse. (200 Words) 
 
Pakistan was the first country of the world which was estd. on the basis of religion, 
later Israel became a JEWISH state officially.Pakistan became a member of SEATO 
in 1954.So it sided with US -block in cold war era. 
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Cold war and Pakistan and its impact on Pakistan--> 
(1)Pakistan put the defense expenditure on priority list and welfare role of the state 
subsumed. 
(2)It was turned into a security state and was used by the superpower as a buffer 
state. 
(3) Experimentation were done by the power bloc like promoting terrorism to fulfill 
myopic goals. 
(4)Paved the way for coup as military assumed the stature larger than the state itself. 
(5)Civil society in the Pakistan remained weak in absence of proper framework and 
severe crackdowns by the establishment and attacks by terrorists. 
In a way we can see Pakistan's strategic location and anti India-India rhetoric drove 
it to non-equal partnerships.Domestic military ,civil leaders have used the offices for 
their advantages.So much so that Pakistan has been labeled as a "failed state" by the 
experts. 
Difficulties of Pakistan is mainly rooted in terrorism and still a feudal 
society.Overhauling and brainstorming of the set up required.Its foreign relations 
,business relations needs to be India independent and conspiracy theories 
independent.No country in the world can en cash only on its geopolitical location and 
live on aid.Peace,Change and vision should come from within itself. 
 
Topic: Poverty and developmental issues 

1) What do you understand by relative and absolute poverty? 
Have both forms of poverty reduced compared to their level a 
century ago? Examine. (200 Words) 
 
Absolute poverty is the measure of poverty in absolute terms say "life on less than 
$1.25 per day" while relative poverty is when poverty of lower strata compared to 
well off strata of society. Developed nation predominantly using relative poverty 
method to define poverty figures which sometime not be able a provide true picture 
of poverty like by this method even a person having all amenities may call as poor 
thus relative poverty usually failed to take into account the actual social status. 
Comparative analysis of contemporary level of poverty over centuries ago - 
--> Absolute poverty almost wiped out in developed world but still prevailing in 
developing countries leading to ill growth of such countries.  
--> After colonial era countries have seen a new hope of growth but poverty rate have 
been declined significantly by 60% on after Globalization. 
--> Later on in 2011 absolute poverty rate plunged to 10% which came as ray of hope 
that major portion of world in now out from clutch of absolute poverty.  
--> Though there still persists a wide gulf between poverty rate in developed and 
developing countries yet after taking into account the growth rate registered by 
various Asian developing countries like China and India seem to filled this rift. 
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--> Such wide diversity in relative poverty rate among countries also given rise to 
increase inequalities and concentration of wealth in hand full of people, further 
deteriorating both poverty rates and socio-economic development. 
India being the fastest growing economic along with presence of highest 
demographic dividend have the responsibility to bring reforms to pull down the 
currently widening gap of inequalities among nations. India must attract foreign 
investment need to aggressively work upon the task of the poverty eradication from 
ground level. 
 
Topic: Salient features of Indian Society 

2) In recent years, dominant castes in India are fighting to get 
Other Backward Classes (OBC) status. Critically examine why. 
(150 Words) 
 
The recent years have seen a scramble from dominant caste communities like Jats 
and Patels to get a reserved status under the OBC category. 
The main reasons are: 
1. Employment opportunities - Not enough jobs have been created in the private 
sector. A job in the government continues to be highly reverned, especially in the 
countryside. OBC reservation allows a greater probability of getting this public 
employment. 
2. Education - Similarly, OBC reservation allows for easier entry into public 
educational institutions, some of them being Institutes of National Importance like 
the IITs and IIMs 
3. Politically - A scramble for OBC mobilises the entire caste under one umbrella, 
This is used by the political parties to reap political dividends 
4. Also, mobilisation helps to provide brownie points over other communities 
5. Socially- The caste heirarchy is no longer as rigid as used to be. The loss of 
"prestige" associated with becoming an OBC member, is today more than 
compensated by the other benefits associated with it. 
This scramble is setting a bad precedence. The truly backward castes are getting hurt 
at the expense of the more dominant castes. At the same time, it is keeping alive caste 
based politics. It's therefore utmost necessary that a moratorium is imposed on 
incusion of new castes into OBCs 
 
Topic: Art and Culture 

1) Are there any commonalities between the Bhakti movement, 
Sufism and Vachana Sahitya? Examine. (200 Words) 
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There are many commonalities between Bhakti movement, Sufism and Vachana 
sahitya, 
1. Love as worship: All emphasized on the love with god and rituals were given least 
importance. Mysticism was common feature in all. 
2. Anti-caste: they all were against the caste system and denounced the superiority 
on birth. Kabir was weaver, Namdeva was a tailor, Ravidas cobbler, and Sadhana a 
butcher. 
3. Monotheism: Even in Bhati movement to either Rama or Krishna or Shiva was 
worshipped. This way they all preached monotheism in the Indian society. 
4. Local language: all preached in the Local languages. Sheikh Nizamuddin Auliya 
spoke in local dialects. other movement to produced rich works in local languages. 
5. Simple worship: the place of rituals and complex worship ways ware taken by 
simple ways to express faith. 
6. Tolerance: They all respected different religions and their customs. Even gave 
blessings to the ruler from other religions. 
7. Humanity: human values such as compassion, benevolence, etc were the pillars of 
all of them. Humanity was considered superior than any other aspect of society or 
state. 
8. Teacher-Student tradition: Both Sufism and Bhaktism had teacher and student 
tradition. In sufism teacher was called pir and disciple as murid. Ramananda was 
follower of Ramanuja. 
 
Topic: Art and Culture; Effect of globalisation of Indian society 

1) Chinghi, a traditional, indigenous haircare lotion derived from 
wild plants, which has been used as a beauty aid for 
generations by women of Meitei community is losing its 
popularity among the community, particularly in the Imphal 
valley. It is being observed in India that such traditional 
practices are under threat by various factors. Critically analyse 
why. (200 Words) 
 
Chinghi, is a traditional haircare lotion, derived from wild plants majorly produced 
in Manipur, has an immense cosmetic power to protect hair loss and hair growth. 
This lotion is mainly used by Meitei women primarily before attending social and 
cultural ceremonies, and festivals. 
Benefits of Chinghi: 
--- It is marked by the absence of side-effects, as it is prepared employing standard 
ethnobotanical methods. 
--- Act as a good cleansing agent since the sticky rice water extract absorbs and 
collects particles of dust and dirt in the hair. 
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--- Provides all-day moisture and hydration for the scalp, thus preventing damage 
like split hair, greying, hair fall and thinning. 
--- Even have medicinal values like alleviating dizziness and headaches, and keeping 
of the head cool. 
Besides all these advantages of these traditional practices, it is being observed that 
such practices are under threat due to various factors, which are: 
--- Urbanisation: new generations are losing the skills and knowledge required to 
reap the benefits of these traditional values. 
--- Migration: tribal people are migrating to urban cities in search of jobs and good 
living conditions. 
--- Market Expansion: with increasing roads and highways connectivity, readymade 
goods like shampoos, soaps, detergents etc. are reaching these areas, reducing use of 
traditional products. 
--- Climate change: valuable natural resources are endangered due to changing 
climate. 
Thus, merely concentrating on upgrading infrastructure without protecting these 
indigenous and valuable practices would create more harm than good. It is required 
that these values must be preserved through formation of cooperative societies, also 
reinforced by extra credits so that they can expand their market. 
 
 
 
 


