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1Q. “The Union government has ambitious renewable energy targets of 100 gigawatts 

(GW) of solar power and 60GW of wind power by 2022. However, the government is 

also facing large deficits and competing budget priorities, and will need cost-effective 

ways to achieve these targets.” Elaborate and discuss these cost-effective ways. (200 

Words) 

The ambitious target of 1000GW of solar power, and 60 GW of wind power, though 

highly laudable, seems a bit farfetched given the narrow fiscal space, which 

government is having. Therefore, in order to get near the targets we need to follow 

certain zero cost strategies which are : 

 

1. Rapid Development of Wind Power: According to some studies India have a 

potential of 100 GW in wind power itself, utilizing the on-shore winds. With 

per unit cost in range of Rs, 5.7/unit, it already has secured lead over imported 

coal. The thrust to this sector can be provided by effective land acquisition, 

resource mobilization, transmission interconnection and guaranteed off take 

2. Roof top Solar Power: Second vital area is the development of roof top solar 

powers. With the thrust in production of Solar Photo-voltaic cell this field will 

also see high price reduction, and parity with industrial rates of power 

generation, which runs primarily on diesel. 

3. Off-grid solar power: The third area of focus should be distributed model of 

off-grid solar power, which with further research can also be developed into 

zero cost effective model. 

 

Topic: Indian economy – resource mobilisation 

1Q. “There is a certain paradox in the fact that India, since the 1991 reforms, has been 

trying to attract foreign direct investment for its development when the outward flow 

of FDI by Indian corporate houses is rising. ” Elaborate the statement and examine 

the causes of this paradox. (200 Words) 

According the OECD, between 2006 and 2012, FDI outflow from India was $103.30 

billion, while inflow was merely double that number. Most of these investments are 

in the form of mergers and acquisitions. 

This is the contradiction with the Make In India scheme the government is so keenly 

taking ahead. Few major reasons for such outward flow is largely because of the 

following reasons: 

1. India being a power hungry nation, needs to secure sources of energy that are 

easily accessible. This can be seen from the fact that companies like GVK, 

Lanco, Adani are investing in coal mines of Australia. 

2. 2 Indian companies feel that they need to acquire foreign competitors in order 

to learn from their technology thereby saving years of research and 

development. 
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3. Environment has become more conducive for the Indian companies to invest 

abroad. Annual investment ceiling for establishing JVs and subsidiaries has 

been raised from $75,000 to $125000. 

4. Increase in the acquisition of land especially in the African nations, the 

agriculture sector is going to see a huge growth in African nations. Even small 

investors are rushing to these nations. 

5. The prestige generation for the companies is also a motivator behind such 

investments abroad. Like the acquisition of range rover and jaguar cars 

production by TATA. 

6. After lukewarm domestic industrial environment, in order to overcome the 

loss incurred here they invest abroad. 

Investment by Indian companies abroad is a welcome move, which is required in line 

with the principle of free movement of capital in the globalised world but realization 

of Indian investments within India makes huge difference to the Make in India 

campaign and results in generation of huge employment. 

 

Topic: Effects of liberalization on the economy, 

1Q.  Do you think liberalisation of legal services should be allowed in India? Discuss 

the issue examining merits and demerits of the same. (200 Words) 

The Indian government is considering opening up its legal services sector for foreign 

firms to practice in India. Both the Bar Council of India and Society of Indian Law 

Firms, bodies that represent the legal sector in India, have agreed to the proposal on 

certain conditions. First there should be a level playing field and second there should 

be mutual recognition agreements on qualification and licensing in reciprocity. The 

proposal has many merits as well as some reservations. 

Merits:  

1. This will induce competition in the sector and overall the efficiency of legal 

services delivery will be enhanced. 

2. The standard of legal education as well as educational institutions providing 

legal education will be raised. 

3. As India is a growing economy, many MNCs operate in India and are planning 

to come to India. Also, many Indian MNCs operate abroad. This will create 

provision of the MNCs to work with legal firms that they are comfortable with. 

If TATA sets up a company in UK then TATA will prefer legal council from 

India. Same applies for Apple. 

4. The foreign legal firms will engage local talent. This means more employment 

as well as positive interaction of local talent with these firms. 

Reservations: 
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1. Some factions of the lawyer community are opposing the provision as they site 

the example of Indian accounting firms which have gone into oblivion. 

However, unlike accounting, law has a local flavour. These firms will provide 

services for corporate and mergers and acquisitions rather than arguing a case 

in supreme court 

2. There may not be level playing field between Indian and foreign law firms. 

This issue can be taken care of by opening up the sector in a phased manner 

and involving initially only corporate services and transactions. 

3. Will subject Indian law firms to undue competition and disadvantages 

because they are not financially strong as large international law firms and 

have no sufficient requisite experience to compete against them. 

In a globalized world, the above proposal is not out of place and in fact beneficial for 

the legal fraternity in the long run. If the foreign firms confirm to the same rules and 

regulations as Indian law firms there is no strong reason why the sector should not 

be opened up. This is in line with the Prime Minister's vision to transform India into 

a legal services powerhouse. 

2Q. In your opinion, what problems do recent scams in job market reflect in India‟s 

employment trends. Also examine the causes of such large-scale corruptions.  (200 

Words) 

Increase in the percentage of people who are in their productive ages of their life This 

increase coupled with the structural aspects of economy, with the degrading value 

orientations is leading to various scams in the public sector job market.  

Firstly, the growth of organised employment is not meeting the pace at which 

population is growing. Still 90% are in the unorganised sector. So, the competition 

for the organised sector jobs is very higher, and it's even more in case of a public 

sector job which has got it's perks in the form of respect, security, salaries etc. 

This competition had led to illegal practices by circumventing the procedures for 

assured job prospects. The political and mafia nexus had created backdoor 

opportunities in very lower to higher level jobs. Numerous incidences like leakage of 

question papers, corruption by members of boards of state PSC's etc. (vyapam scam) 

Social value attached to these public jobs had not only made the job seekers blind but 

also their parents who are willing to shell out huge monies out of their pockets 

irrespective of their economic condition hoping for returns in the form of bribes, 

dowry etc. 

Even the opaqueness in the policies and whole process and non-enforcement of 

guidelines of central government and failure to adopt successful models like UPSC by 

the states coupled with technological advances had led to a large scale increase of 

corruption 

 

Topic: Changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial 

growth. 
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1Q. Recently it was reported in media that the Indian tech start-ups are shifting their 

headquarters to the United States and Singapore. Critically examine why and suggest 

how  can India stop this trend and encourage these companies to operate from India. 

(200 Words) 

India is not only having huge market option but also talented pools of workers but 

still the starts ups are more interested in getting listed in Singapore or USA rather 

than in India , following can be few reasons,  

1. Red-Tapism: In this competitive era when Govt takes month to clear a project 

the company would lose the share.  

2. Capital Required: it‟s easier to raise money from equity market in US or 

Singapore then in India and also availability if angel investor etc.  

3. Market: Though the market potential is huge but the national per capita 

income is still low hence the prospectus of profit or new ideas clicking are 

rare. 

4. Raising money and acquisition opportunity in US and Singapore is quite 

easier 

5. The complex and high taxation along with arbitrary enforcement regime has 

been a factor. Such a perception got reinforced after retrospective taxation and 

imposition of MAT on FII in recent past. 

6. Restriction of foreign capital in areas like Multi-brand retail, E-commerce has 

been factor for shifting of base for major ecommerce company Flipkart to 

Singapore. 

7. Aspiration and ambition to capture the global market beyond the India has 

also 

been factor. 

To change the above scenario and encourage start-ups, following measures can be 

taken,  

1. Minimal laws: Laws are effective when they are few and enforced. 

2. Faster Clearance: the required wings of govt should be connected and work 

with one another for faster results. 

3. Capital at low interests for the start-ups though separately managed funds. 

4. Improvement of infrastructure  

5. Faster judiciary that solves the conflict instead of dragging on and is 

burden on the firms. 

SEBI's new guidelines (such as liberal listing, exit options, relaxation in use of fund 

raised) which are in right direction to enthuse start-ups. 

 

Topic: Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum 

support prices 



INSIGHTS SECURE-2015 Q&A COMPILATIONS:JUNE-29-JULY-4 
 

HTTP://WWW.INSIGHTSONINDIA.COM       INSIGHTS Page 6 
 

1Q. Critically analyse the interrelationship between government‟s minimum support 

price scheme, cropping pattern and crop production in India. (200 Words) 

Ensuring assured price support through mechanism of Minimum Support Price 

(MSP) has played a crucial role in green revolution which made country self 

sufficient in food production. 

MSP continue play a important role in deciding cropping patter and crop production 

in India as is evidence from followings:  

1. Farmer‟s response to government price support by increasing production of 

cereal during the green revolution. 

2. Even the traditional water deficient state like Punjab and Harayana become 

major producer of Rice due to high MSP. 

3. In recent years, the state bonus has played a role in increasing production of 

paddy in Chhattisgarh and wheat in Madhya Pradesh 

4. The high state advised price for sugarcane in UP and Maharashtra has been 

factor in high crop acreage under sugar cane in these regions. 

5. The low productivity and low MSP along with absence of procurement 

mechanism and infrastructure for purchase of pulses and oil seed has been 

reason for their low area and low production. 

6. Cultivating a hectare of land of Cereals give an average output of 2400 kgs , 

whereas cultivation of pulses on the same land would yield only about 750 kgs 

7. Profitability :- A farmer would earn about Rs. 38000 for every hectare of 

Jowar grown in comparison to Rs. 33000 that Urad Dal would give him 

8. These differences are not entirely due to MSP. Factors like technological 

advance and R and D in production techniques have a huge role to play. R and 

D in pulses hasn't progresses as much it has in rice and other cereal crops. 

9. Additionally, due to increased Profitability in cultivation of cereal crops, 

pulses are cultivated on less fertile and marginal lands. 

These factors have largely influenced crop production and cropping pattern in India. 

Despite the fact that India imports one-fifth of its pulses from abroad and pulses 

having an inflation rate higher than average food inflation rate, these differences 

indicate the many fault lines that lie within intra - food crop MSP levels. These 

differences need to be ironed out to make India equably produce food crops across 

the spectrum based on local needs and priorities. 

 

Topic: e-governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and 

potential 
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1Q. Write a critical note India‟s „Digital India‟ programme, concerns raised against it 

and measures needed to address these concerns. (200 Words) 

Digital India‟ programme is a comprehensive approach to leverage the technology for 
the developmental purpose. It aims at creating digital infrastructure, delivering 
services digitally and making people digitally literate. Under the digital infrastructure 
government plans to expand the access to internet thorough National Optical Fiber 
Network and mobile internet access. 

Government also plant to expand the range of services delivered online with services 
like digital locker and e-hospitals in addition to missions under National E-
governance plans. Program also aims at levering technology to impart skills and 
make people digitally literate with focus on digital classroom and e-education. 

But critics have pointed out shortcoming and raised their concerns. Some of them 

are:  

1. Lack of implementation is basic issue. The National optimal fiber network is 

behind the schedule and there are no sign of accelerated implementation.  

2. Absence of „Privacy Law‟ expose the users of these programmes to risk of 

„identity theft‟, misuse of database and cyber abuse.  

3. E-governance programme without process re-engineering is just adding 

another layer without bringing efficiency. Also it would limit the access to 

vulnerable and marginalized people. 

4. Today, only 9 per cent of those who live in rural areas have access to the 
internet, compared to 64 per cent of those who live in. 2006 National Optical 
Fibre Network project to connect more than two lakh gram panchayats was 
sluggish from the start, and lagged five years behind schedule by 2013. The 
project has been subsumed under Digital India but the government is laying 
only 500 km of fibre optic cable a month — way behind the stated goal of 
30,000 km every month. Thus, less immediate use to rural areas. Also, issue 
of power in rural areas to access internet. 

For program to be successful, government needs to address the genuine concerns 
raised. There is need for „privacy law‟ and „data protection measures‟ to increase trust 
of people in such programs. It would help in increase usage of government services. 
New protocols may be developed in this regard. The formation of the NCIIPC is 
crucial in this regard. 

A robust institutional framework and implementation focused approach along with 
measures to ensure safety and security of data is essential for „Digital India‟ to 
succeed in its mission of empowering the citizens. 
 

Topic: Security challenges and their management in border areas 
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1Q. It is said that a major factor preventing the return of normalcy in Kashmir is the 

opposition to the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1990 (AFSPA). In the light of 

allegations of human rights violations, critically comment of the implications of 

AFSPA and recommend changes to the Act to address the concerns raised against it. 

(200 Words) 

AFSPA is imposed on areas were armed forces required to work in aid with civil 

authorities. however for AFSPA to become valid area should be declared disturbed by 

the State or central government. The deployment of army is based on the 

appreciation regarding a state of law and order or threat to internal security. 

Criticism of AFSPA:--- 

1. Violating fundamental rights as can be seen— 

 Sec 4(a) in which army can shoot to kill violates article 21 which gives 

right to life. 

 Section 4(b) search without warrants violates right to liberty and article 

22. 

 Dispersion of civil assembly by armed forces under section 121 violates 

right to assembly 

 No judicial magistrate permission required while arresting --violate 

article 22 

 Stop and search any vehicle 

2. Overrides CrPC. 

3. Violation of human rights 

4. Abuses by army, and are rarely punished for crimes. 

5. It alienates the people from army and then from the rest of the India. A feeling 

of other worldly is generated in their mind.  

Way ahead: 

1. Jeevan Reddy Committee recommended AFSPA be repealed and some of it's 

provisions 

incorporated in other laws such as CrPC, unlawful activities which give 

protection to forces. 
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2. Create committees at district level with representatives of army, 

administrators and public which will report, assess and track complains in 

that area. 

3. All investigations should be time bound reasons for the delay must be 

communicated with the aggrieved. 

4. All cases of human rights violation should be fast tracked. 

5. Amendments In Laws :The lacunae in the Act, as a result of definitional voids 

with respect to terms like “disturbed”, “dangerous” and “land forces” need to 

be amplified to ensure greater clarity 

6. The onus of proving the alleged person as terrorists should lie with the forces. 

Sec 7 should be suitable amended to this effect. 

Topic: Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and 

issues and related constraints; 

1Q. Recently the union cabinet gave its nod to set up the National Agriculture 

Market. Critically discuss the need for such a market and its impact on APMCs and 

farmers. (200 Words) 

A Common national agriculture market is essential for fair prices to agricultural 

commodities, control food inflation and promoting investment in agriculture and 

food processing sector. 

It would have following impact on farmers and APMCs:  

1. Increase options for farmers and increase their price realization by ensuring 

unrestricted movement of agricultural goods. 

2. It would promote value addition and integration of supply chain which would 

be beneficial for farmers and economy 

3. APMCs which have operated under the monopolistic market would face 

pressure to upgrade their infrastructure, decrease commission and provide 

more facilities at Mandis to remain relevant. 

4. APMCs would be motivated to expand grading, packing and marketing and 

move up the value chain to leverage the liberalization. 

5. Would help in their checking inflation and shortages in some regions by 

reducing inter-state disparities in terms of availability of these products in 

markets in the respective regions of states. 

6. Would lead to transparent e-auctioning of the process of purchasing 

agricultural commodities by traders/retailers in the mandis from farmers 
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which would in turn reduce the exploitation, price manipulation and delayed 

payments to farmers and also the role of middle men.All these would mean 

farm growers would be able to fetch better price for their produce. 

Demerits:- 

 

1. Might be considered by some as infringement on the rights and domain of 

states as agriculture is a state matter (although listed in Concurrent List ) and 

they are best suited to regulate it as local knowledge is necessary in this field .  

2. Increased inter-state trade on agricultural commodities might create 

shortages of commodities locally as farmers would likely to sell their products 

where they would get high and better prices. 

3. Likewise, traders would refrain buying locally and use 'single license' to 

purchase from other regions. 

However, it would largely have a positive impact on the market of agricultural 

commodities as the recent scenario is not good for farmers .They are often 

manipulated on prices and delayed payments by traders and the fee charged on 

traders operating in mandis ultimately fall on farmers.The APMCs have failed to 

check all these. 

Topic: Economic growth and Development 

1Q. Compare and contrast the economic growth of India with that of China‟s since 

2008 global economic crisis. Critically examine what this economic growth means to 

India‟s large population. (200 Words) 

India and China had followed different strategies and growth model before the 2008 

global economic crisis. While Indian growth story was led by domestic consumption, 

china‟s economy was fuelled by export. But this started to change after 2008 in 

substantial way.  

1. Both the countries resorted to fiscal stimulus to revive the economy and 

reduce the impact of crisis on domestic sector. 

2. China was more impacted than India due to its heavy reliance on export. The 

reduced demand in global market forced it to change the model of 

development. 

3. China reoriented its economy to stimulate domestic demand. These included 

encouraging consumption spending by reducing retail interest rates, 

incentivising housing sector and diversifying industrial sector. 

4. India also focused on diversification of its export market. The export to non-

traditional region like Asia, Africa and Latin America was encouraged. It paid 

dividend by accompanied diversification in product and geography. 
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5. China explored alternative ways to utilize its excess industrial capital and 

huge 

foreign exchange reserve though setting up institutions like AIIB and One 

Belt One Road initiatives. 

Both the economies have been successful in their efforts to an extent. The 

accompanied fall in global commodities prices due to reduced Chinese consumption 

has also benefited India(reduced import, reduced CAD and subsidies and increased 

funding for infrastructure). 

 

2Q.  Do you think India‟s economic progress and its inclusive growth strategy has 

reduced poverty and inequality in the country? Critically analyse, especially with 

reference to the plight of tribal population. (200 Words) 

India is now a two trillion dollar economy and has grown at a fairly good pace pot 

1991 reforms. In terms of inequality, India stands at Gini coefficient of 33.9 which is 

not a bad number. Poverty numbers have also gone down since 2010 where around 

100 million people have risen above poverty line as per Rangrajan committee report. 

Despite these positive statistics, the ground situation does not look the same. The top 

10 percent of population have nearly three quarter of wealth which shows skewed 

distribution of wealth. 

Tribals are the section of society who have particularly been at the receiving end. 

This can be said because: 

1. As per XaXa report, tribals are significantly below the average Indian in terms 

of economic and Social indicators like health and education. 

2. Tribals inhabit those areas which are rich in mineral wealth and thus face the 

brunt of displacement. Forest rights act 2006 (FRA) considered a landmark 

legislation for tribal rights is marked by several deficiencies. 

3. Besides tribal population, there are apparent inequalities with respect to 

women, Muslim population, and scheduled castes. Though the government 

strategies have helped these sections, thus there is lot to be done. 

This calls for reform in government strategies like push to MSME sector, financial 

inclusion through successful implementation of Jan Dhan Yojana, greater 

transparency in FRA, better public service delivery in backward areas. All this would 

take India towards fulfilment of inclusive development. 

 


