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Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India’s interests 

1Q. The Bangladesh, China, India and Myanmar (BCIM) corridor is an ambitious 

undertaking that hopes to connect Kolkata with Kunming, capital of the Yunnan 

province. However, this project is facing many traditional and non-traditional threats 

to become a reality. Critically analyse these threats. (200 Words) 

Facts about BCIM economic corridor  

1. Sub regional economic cooperation  

2. Multi modal connectivity , expressway  

3. Reduce non- tariff barriers  

4. Boost trade and investment 

5. increase people to people exchanges  

6. capitalize on comparative advantages and competitive advantages  

7. Reduce trade deficits 

Challenges to BCIM 

1. A lot of insecurity surrounds the project due to a lot of sub regional hostility 

between participating countries on many grounds. Opening up an economic 

corridor has much potential for misuse in promoting anti- national activity. 

2. Corridor goes through areas prone to natural disasters so that's another 

traditional threat. 

3. Border Dispute: BCIM corridor will improve the leverage of china and hence 

border dispute resolution on fair terms will be more difficult. Also, some part 

of the corridor will be passing through AP, which is a disputed territory as per 

china 

4. India‘s apprehensions - The concerns that opening of the north east would 

flood Indian markets with Chinese goods thus NE will may not be able to 

develop its own capabilities. 
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5. Connectivity Issues: 200 km stretch from Silchar in 

Assam to Manipur, and a similar length between kalewah and Monywah in 

Myanmar are still to be constructed. 

6. India's North East is infested with a lot of insurgency and cross border 

terrorism, making the region highly instable and investment averse, due to the 

risk. Such instability would continue to impede any formidable investment 

coming as a result of BCIM. 

7. The corridor can also be misused for already existing clandestine actives like 

drug smuggling, smuggling of antiques and trafficking. 

8. Instability in Myanmar: Fighting between Myanmar‘s army and kokang rebels 

as well as narcotics trafficking in NorthEastern Myanmar is big security 

challenge. 

9. Communal Violence- involving Bhuddhist and Rohingyas in Rakine state of 

Myanmar, as well as anti-bangladeshi sentiments in India are impediment to 

cultural security 

Without building sufficent trust and an all weather friendship between the 

participating countries, the risk is too high for investment of such massive scales.  

There is no doubt about the project being extremely beneficial in terms of potential , 

but issues like democratic deficit , disturbance at borders , anti national activity etc 

will have to be addressed jointly. We can only hope that the economic significance of 

this project will tide over the politics of the regions.  

2Q. Critically analyse how the Belt and the Road project of China benefits India. (200 

Words) 

China has proposed the Belt and Road initiative and enough progress has been taken 

on the project so far. The project is a foreign policy initiative with economic, 

geopolitical and strategic implications. The project aims to reinvigorate the old silk 

route of China connecting its eastern coast to Europe, Africa and South Asia. It aims 

to do this through both land and sea route by enhancing road connectivity and 

building ports in different countries. According to China, India is also a key part in 

this initiative. But India so far has not made any commitment or taken part. An 

analysis of the benefits of this project to India are : 

1. Economic - The project will enhance India's connectivity with other countries 

especially Central Asia through China since the Pakistan route is not available 

for now. Connectivity to Russia and Eurasia and even Europe can also be 

achieved. Better connectivity increases trade and people to people movement 

and ties. Something which is at a nascent stage with these nations now. India 

could even use Chinese ports in Africa and South East Asia to enhance its 

relations with these nations and trade. Since India is looking to diversify its 

trade and improve its export potential, this could favour India and help our 

Make in India initiative. 
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2. Political - Better economic relations improves political relocations and mutual 

trust. Being part of the initiative will improve India - China relations and also 

with Central Asian nations predominantly. 

3. Strategic - Pakistan and China relations are on a high since the China - 

Pakistan economic corridor being launched. India through this project can 

retain the balance of power in South Asia. 

These benefits though come with the risk of opening up the economy to China which 

is inimical to our domestic manufacturing through dumping of Chinese goods. 

Moreover, the security angle of China gaining access to Indian Ocean has security 

implications. Relations with USA may get hampered. These disadvantages must be 

considered before joining the project. The government has taken the right approach 

of waiting and watching Chinese moves before taking any decision. 

 

3Q. Critically examine the effects of ongoing economic crisis in Greece on the Indian 

economy. (200 Words) 

Greece is on the verge of a default in its loan repayment to IMF. This is a serious 

economic problem as Greece may exit the Eurozone and this will have a major fallout 

in the world economy.Euro will take a direct hit and the viability of the currency may 

be in doubt as other highly indebted countries such as Italy and Portugal may follow 

suit. India is also in the line of fire. The following may be effects on Indian economy- 

1. Though Indian economy has little transaction with Greece, European banks 

have high stakes in the Greek economy. As they have a high exposure to India, 

Indian economy will also be hit. 

2. Indian economy is already experiencing a rough patch due to US Federal 

Reserve tapering and subdued monsoon predictions. The Greek economic 

crisis will further put burden on Indian economy. 

3. There may be capital flight from India, in case there is an increase in interest 

rates in Europe . However, RBI is in a good position of tackling any currency 

volatility due to its record Foreign Reserves at the moment. 

4. Indian businesses dealing in Euro will face losses as Euro will become weaker. 

Also, the Indian manufacturing will take a hit as demand will be lower in 

Eurozone which is a major trading partner of India. 

5. As euro value decreases, it's export potential increases. A high export potential 

will attract investment. A potential outflow from indian market can happen 

which will reduce rupee value. 

Indian economy though is much prepared now to face any such consequence. High 

foreign exchange reserves will aid to restring balance and stabilising rupee value. 

Morover, indian rupee is currently overvalued compared to other currencies and 

hence any devaluation is not unwarranted. It will even boost exports. So, any 

eventuality is not a cause of concern for India. 
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4Q. Do you think both Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and ‗Belt and Road‘ 

projects of China are complimentary?  Substantiate and examine the implications for 

the Asian region of both these projects. (200 Words) 

AIIB or Asian Infrastructure and Investment Bank was originally conceived by china 

as a multilateral institution for financing the infrastructure needs of the Asian region. 

The AoA has been signed by 50 countries including India and 7 more are supposed to 

sign by yr end. 'Belt and road' initiative is again the chinese conception of modern 

version of the historical silk route, that once existed between China and Europe. 

Under this initiative china will be building a maritime link and a road link with 

Europe, Africa and Asian countries. The financing needs for infrastructure like road 

construction and ports construction, customs clearence houses etc will be invariably 

financed from institutions like AIIB and NDB (Brics Bank). Thus the 2 projects are 

complementary to each other. 

However there are certain differences and contradictions: 

1. AIIB seems more benign whereas countries are wary of B&R. Example being 

India. 

2. AIIB seeks to involve other stakeholders whereas B&R is implementation of 

Chinese plans 

Positive implications for asia: 

 

1. The infrastructure needs of the region will get adequate funding. 

2. The region will be less dependent on European and American markets. 

3. This will put pressure on the troika of WB, IMF and ADB to be more efficient 

in its lending priorities. 

4. With initiatives of road corridors like Kolkata to Kunming initiatives, the 

positive economic effects of the belt might help develop the erstwhile 

underdeveloped regions and thus put and end to militancy, terrorism in 

countries like Myanmar and Pakistan. 

 

Negative implications for Asia 

 

1. Though promised to be more democratic and transparent in its initiaives, 

almost one third shareholder in still china. Possibility of arm twisting by china 

in future cannot be ruled out. 

2. Substantial chinese presence in countries of asia, while executing the projects 

in these countries, may alter the geopolitical landscape of the region. 

3. Cheap and subsidised chinese product may flood the region, as china is 

already having excess industrial capacity, thus giving final blow to the 

indigenous industries of the region. 
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5Q. Critically analyse the relationship between India and Britain. (200 Words) 

India and Britain share a very long historical, cultural, economic and political 

relationship. After Independence, India remain part of Commonwealth and it has 

played a crucial role in shaping India-Britain relationship 

1. Trade: Britain is having investor-friendly environment with fast-tracked visa 

which had attracted Indian investors at a fast pace and made britain, the most 

attracted investment destination of Europe (Iinvestment increase by 65%). 

Many Giant companies like Tata, Jaguar Land Rover had invested in britain 

and gained profit. Around thousands of Indian companies are working in 

britain and generating employment while gaining profit. Now also Britain is 

struggling from the effects of 2008 financial crisis. To cope from this situation 

it need foreign investment. This condition could be fulfilled by India at a large 

extent because India is a fastest growing economies who need a foreign 

market to expand. Both are fitting to each other need. But majority of this 

trade is due to only a small number of Indian companies. The BTIA (Bilateral 

Investment and Trade Agreement) which could provide further 

impetus to economic ties is pending due to contentious issues of Intellectual 

property, investor protection and dispute settlement mechanism and Indian 

access to wine and agricultural products. There are several other rumours 

such as of 'Breexit ' and 'Reverse Colonialisation' which can also hamper 

relations. Also, India is lacking investment in UK in other area like chemicals, 

health, IT etc. This area is required immense focus. 

 

2. Diaspora: Currently more than a million Indian lives in UK contributing a 

great part of Indian diaspora there. Indian students especially in 

undergraduate courses forms a major chunk of our diaspora. But recent visa 

restrictions to non-EU coumtries caused apprehensions in the minds of 

Indian investors. In 2010 UK imposed strict immigration laws which has 

reduced the number of students in UK upto 25% 

 

3. Culture( cricket + Popular Indian cuisine + presence of huge indian diaspora 

). Now, yoga can give an impetus.  

 

4. Political ties ==Parliamentary exchanges have also taken place under the 

banner of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association.  

 

5. Multilateral cooperation : India and UK cooperate at the EU, G-20 and UN. 

UK supports India‘s inclusion in UNSC as a permanent member  

 

6. Environment negotiation : britain against CBDR in climate change. But india 

insists on financial assistance from developed world for clean technologies. 
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Topic: Development processes and the development industry- the role of 

NGOs 

1Q. Critically comment on the recent changes in the rules governing foreign funding 

of NGOs under the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA). (200 Words) 

Recently, many NGOs like Greenpeace, Ford Foundation, Gates foundation, Sabrang 

etc have found themselves on the wrong side of Foreign contribution regulation act 

(FCRA). FCRA is legislated to monitor the flow of foreign currency to NGOs , as as t 

check whether any foreign influence is used to do activities which are detrimental to 

national Interest. Some of its provisions include: 

1. Registration of all NGOs receiving foreign funds with government 

2. Routing of foreign funding through designated bank 

3. Submitting report of foreign contribution within 30 days 

4. Limiting the administrative expense to 50% for foreign funds. 

In recent times there is an apprehension, that by invoking FCRA, the government is 

trying to stifle the voice of the NGO and civil society. Also political parties do receive, 

allegedly, large donations from vested interests in foreign as is being made out from 

their reluctance to follow CICs order to comply with the RTI. World Bank, UN 

agencies are exempt from FCRA but their contribution goes directly to the 

government and mostly the bureaucrats who benefit from deputation periods. FDI 

norms are relaxed for various sectors but rules made tougher for NGOs. 

Foreign funding should always be monitored carefully to prevent misuse, but opting 

to put a blanket ban, undermines the democratic ethos and freedom of speech in 

India. Efforts should be made to bridge the trust deficit between government and 

civil society  

 

Topic:  Indian diaspora 

1Q.  ―A diaspora‘s potential economic importance goes well beyond remittances.‖ In 

the light of the statement and with reference to India‘s diaspora, critically examine 

their economic potential for India. (200 Words) 

India has a nearly 25 million strong Diaspora spread across more than 100 countries. 

They consist of NRIs and PIOs. Diaspora help country politically, socially and most 

importantly economically. India is one of the major recipients of remittances ($ 71 b 

in 2013).However, besides remittances, diaspora help the country economically in 

various other ways- 

1. Diaspora as a source of nation branding and soft power:-Diasporas are symbol 

of a nation's pride internationally. They help in building its brand 

internationally through their huge success stories. 

2. Diaspora as a source of inflow of foreign capital and investments: many 

emigrants make huge investments into their home countries in domestic 
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financial, real estates, services and technological sectors helping in huge 

inflow of capitals that boost local economy and create huge jobs .E.g- Anil 

Aggarwal controlled London based Vedantta group.  

3. Diaspora as facilitator in accessing technological- knowhow and innovations:- 

Diasporas are mostly based in foreign countries which are developed and 

hence are technologically advance and rich in innovations. They help in 

bringing these technology and innovations to their country of origin through 

investment and collaborations.  

4. Diaspora as facilitator in spread of indigenous culture and traditions : Cultural 

spread helps in export of domestic cuisines and merchandise which open the 

room for investment in the host countries to feed the local tastes of people for 

those cuisines. Eg- many Indian restaurants owned by Indians and PIOs are 

located in the U.S and U.K and flocked frequently by local people there. Diwali 

and Holi are celebrated by foreigners too. 

5. Political importance of a Diaspora for the host country:-Diaspora play 

important role in influencing policies and politics of its host country in favour 

of its country of origin and also ,development of good ties and relations 

between both countries 

6. Diaspora increasingly becoming prominent with getting prominent places in 

the high offices of their residing nations like UK, USA which further helps in 

building their economic linkages. 

India is increasingly becoming an attractive nation for the foreign countries which is 

resulting in more favourable environment for the diaspora by their residing 

countries. Off late, the positive impacts of the diaspora is making the government of 

India to move more closer to them and reap more benefits with their cooperation. 

 

Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the 

Centre and States and the performance of these schemes; 

1Q. It is generally accepted that the centrally sponsored schemes (CSS) have failed to 

meet their objectives due to various factors. Critically examine these factors. What 

measures would you suggest to make these schemes work? Substantiate. (200 

Words) 

Centrally sponsored schemes (CSS) are implemented by states, but framed by the 

union, and are largely funded by union with defined states shares. generally the fund 

ratio is 75:25 for normal states and 90:10 for special category states. The 14 finance 

commission has asked the centre government to reduce the number of CSS as they— 

1. Impinges on fiscal autonomy of states, as they do not have any say in design of 

the scheme and face many restriction in their implementation. 
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2. The states are required to provide a defined share to the CSS-- this makes 

difficult for the states the required level of budgetary support for their own 

expenditure. 

3. little or insufficient co-ordinations and consultation by the central 

government with the states regarding framing of policies,allocation of funds , 

regional specific needs and their implementations.The erstwhile planning 

commission was the sole powerful body involved in planning CSSs . 

4. 'One size fits all' policy has been adopted in the implementation of CSSs so far 

and regional specific needs or state wise local needs has been overlooked. 

5. Too many number of schemes led to overlapping and interfering goals and 

implementation which took resources away from the core schemes. 

A critical relook at CSS is required, as suggested by B.K. Chaturvedi committee and 

NITI Aayog CM‘s subgroup on CSS, to make them relevant, useful and successful. 

Some of measures are:  

1. Reducing their number to manageable level.  

2. Categorizing them into ‗Core‘ and ‗Optional‘ based on national developmental 

priorities.  

3. Increase the flexi component in them to provide flexibility to state to suit their 

requirement.  Flexi funds - There may be different priority for the states but 

the health, Sanitation etc. is priority for all but in different quantum. Centre 

shall give 20% flexibility in the Use f the Funds. 

4. Rather than national, a regional approach on their design may be more 

effective.  

5. Consulting state in their design and implementation. A forum for continuous 

dialogue, feedback and learning could set effective precedent for ‗cooperative 

federalism‘. 

6. Establishing better synergies at district level among various CSS and avoiding 

tendency to create parallel machinery for each of them. 

 

[Write positives also like- various CSS like IAY, sadak yojana, vidyutikaran 

yojana, NRHM etc have supplemented state resources and have been largely 

successfull]   

 

Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social 

Sector/Services relating to Education, Human Resources. 



INSIGHTS SECURE – 2015: Q&A COMPILATION:JUNE-29-JULY 4 
 

HTTP://WWW.INSIGHTSONINDIA.COM        INSIGHTS Page 10 
 

1Q. Discuss the trends in literacy rates in India and examine if the government 

initiatives both at central and state level have paid any dividends in improving 

literacy quality and  rates. (200 Words) 

India is the youngest Nation in World and Literacy is the basic need to for the 

Human capital. Since Independence number of Schemes related to Education run by 

the state and Central govt and Due to that , we reach the 69% of Literacy rate. 

Trend in literacy: 

1. Gender Equality :- Nearly Same Literacy rate of Male and female. India Fulfill 

the UNSECO Goal of Gender equality in literacy. 

2. Adult Literacy :- India fail to achieve the target of the 50% and can did only 

26% of the adult literacy. 

3. Education Expenditure :- Not increase , still less then the 2% of the GDP. 

4. Gradually decreasing the rural urban gap of literacy. 

5. Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2014 says only an average of 48.1 

% of class v children across india can read a class II level text 

Schemes related to the literacy:- 

1. National literacy mission programme :- Educate 8 crore adults in 15-35 age to 

not only read but also understand why they are being deprived and help them 

move towards change 

2. TARA akshar :- To Make the women literate . 100 Minutes per day for 30 days 

and Make the Women enable to read and write in hindi. ( NGO ) 

3. Central Govt. flagship :- Beti bachao , Beti padhao with dual objective of 

Gender Equality in Literacy and Increase sex ratio. 

4. Kasturba GandhiVidhyalaya :-Integrated in the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 

program, to provide educational facilities for girls belonging to Scheduled 

Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes, minority communities and 

families below the poverty line in Educationally Backward Blocks 

5. 5.Other are – SSA , RTE, Mid day meal 

 

2Q. Critically analyse the provisions of the Indian Institutes of Management Bill and 

comment if objections raised against certain provisions of this Bill have any merit. 

(200 Words) 

Recent IIM bill has led to huge hue and cry among present IIM's and their alumnus 

worldwide. According to them the bill in its present form seems to infringe their 

autonomy, ability to innovate and adapt to ever changing needs of growing market. 

Though undergoing a lot of resentment since its inception in public domain ,it raises 
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some serious concerns about the present functioning of IIMs: 

 

1. Lack of accountability: As per RC Bhargava committee report, lack of 

accountability of decision making bodies of institutes are common. It seriously 

hampers timeliness and quality of decision. 

2. No fixed tenure: Having fixed tenure is the basic axiom of good governance 

which their board members are lacking. 

3. Irregular composition: Erratic composition of board members often led to 

vested interest and tainted appointment of chairman. 

4. Auditors: IIMs still don't have a regular auditory body 

5. Degrees: Since IIMs don't offer full time MBA degree, this bill envisages to 

convert it into full time degree 

However higher education is state's obligation, state's aid should not be confused 

with state control. State should stay at an arm's length with institutes in academic 

domain and IIMs should not fear because there is no threat to their autonomy,  

only an attempt to introduce a modicum of accountability is made through this 

bill. 

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations. 

 

1Q. Critically analyse the nature of India‘s engagement and its mutual cooperation 

with the Central Asian countries and also comment if its ‗Connect Central Asia‘ policy 

has lived up to its expectations. (200 Words) 

India has traditionally attached great importance to its relations with Central Asia. 

But, unfortunately, the relationship despite close historical & cultural contacts has 

not progressed to the desired extent. 

Constraints:  

1. Unstable situation in Afghanistan and a highly problematic India-Pakistan 

relation have deprived India from the benefit of relations with Central Asia. 

The Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India Pipeline (TAPI) would be a 

game-changer if it materializes. But slow progress on this.  

2. Iran which provides alternative access to Central Asia. However, India-Iran 

relationship for the last decade or so has not progressed well. The 

International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) which would pass 

through Iran, is still underdeveloped and requires huge investment. India has 

also been slow in realizing the potential of the strategic Chabahar Port in Iran. 

What should be done? 

1. India has come up with a ―Connect Central Asia policy‖ (2012), which includes 

elements such high level visits, strategic partnerships, comprehensive 

economic engagement, partnership in the development of energy and natural 
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resources. Development of potential in medical field, education, e-networks, 

land connectivity etc. The implementation of the policy needs to be speeded 

up. 

2. India needs to change its approach to Central Asia and show greater pro-

activity. We must shed piecemeal approach to Central Asia. India-Central Asia 

Trade is near $ 700 million as compared to China‘s $ 46 billion. This will 

require dealing with Central Asia not only at the bilateral level but also at a 

collective level. India could consider setting up an India-Central Asia Forum 

(on the lines of India-Africa Forum) to deal with the region in a holistic 

fashion 

3. Develop Chabahar port on priority. India needs to move quickly to invest $ 

100 million 

4. Invest in infrastructure in Iran to make INSTC effective. 

5. Make efforts to join the SCO as full member. 

6. Education and medical field provide an excellent opportunity for India to 

showcase its soft power. 

7. A forum of India and CAR think tanks should be set up. 

8. To institute and strengthen defence and security dialogue with Central Asian 

countries. 

2Q. ―The crisis in Greece does not in itself pose an economic risk for Indian investors 

and traders, but a Europe-wide crisis would.‖ Elaborate. (200 Words) 

Greece became the fist advanced economy to default on its debts. Greek crisis and a 

possible "Grexit" will not have direct repercussions on India but its negative fallout 

on the European Union as a whole may impact India adversely because Europe is 

India's largest trading partner. 

1. Economic contagion: Default would mean a huge loss for European Central 

Bank and a weaker Euro. Weaker Euro will cause interest rates to firm up 

which will eventually lead to outflow of capital from India. 

2. Exports: Software and engineering exports, a major share of India's trade with 

EU, is expected to fall. 

3. Volatile stock market due to heavy speculation would hurt investors in the 

short-run. 

4. Bigger problem is the political fallout of a "Grexit" which would send a 

negative message that euro membership is reversible and shore up further 

anti-euro movements and thus resulting in a vicious cycle. 

Nevertheless, India is better prepared to deal with any negative impact on its 

economy: 

1. Strong macroeconomic fundamentals (policies to contain inflation, spur 

investments and growth) to deal with global slowdown. 

2. US Fed might not hike up rates immediately in the event of grexit and that 

would check flight of dollars. 
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3. Forex reserves with RBI to counter-balance the currency volatility. 

 

Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the 

protection and betterment of vulnerable sections. 

1Q. It is found that a little over two-thirds of the total number of jailed people in the 

country‘s jails are undertrials. Critically examine who are these undertrials? Why do 

they languish in jails? How their rights are infringed upon? And suggest what 

government and concerned authorities should do to address this issue. (200 Words) 

As per NCRB data, under trials prisoners account for nearly 67% of total population 

in Indian jails .They are those prisoners who are suspect or accused and not 

convicted (presumed innocent) but are imprisoned as it is assumed they are either 

too dangerous or can impact the probe. 

Reason for the Languishing:- 

1. Sec 436A of the CRPC provides that an under trial who has served half of the 

maximum punishment for which he is charged then he should be released on 

bail. However this is not implemented properly. 

2. Lack of awareness about the rights and Lack of the legal aid . 

3. Even if some one know the Rights than also in no position to pay the bond 

value. 

Undertrials are denied right to equality (Article-14).For same crime committed one 

who can afford bail and has resources gets bail on the other hand one who lacks it 

serves as undertrials. Right to life and liberty (article-21 right to fair and speedy trial) 

of undertrials is violated. Higher percentage of Muslims, SCs and STs to their overall 

population is incarcerated as under-trials. Section 62(5) of the Representation of the 

People Act, 1951 governing the ―right to vote‖, stipulates that no person shall vote in 

any election if they are confined in a prison or is under lawful custody of police. (but 

those on bail can vote) 

The suggestions in this regard are strict implementation of crpc 436-A freeing those 

undertrials who have served half of maximum sentence on bail even without bond,  

setting up of special courts in prison taking up the cases of undertrials on fast track 

basis, involving NALSA for those who cannot afford a lawyer or furnish bail amount,  

Reforming criminal justice system itself such as removing the dilatory preocedures,  

amending the rules to finish the case in a time bound manner ,increasing judicial 

infrastructure among others. 
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2Q. In recent years India has become a haven for commercial surrogacy, a 

controversial assisted reproductive technology. Critically examine why this is popular 

in India, the various concerns raised against this practice and the efficacy of 

legislation in regulating this practice. (200 Words) 

Surrogacy is when another woman carries and gives birth to a baby for the couple 

who want to have a child. Commercial surrogacy has brought child-bearing into the 

domain of the market in an unprecedented manner, challenging the ideological 

constructs of the family and the very basis of kinship. 

Reasons for its popularity in India: 

1. Low medical costs; 

2. Advanced medical infrastructure; 

3. Skilled medical workforce; 

4. Lax laws; 

5. Poverty; 

Concerns that have been raised against this practise: 

1. Dismal socio-economic condition ,lack of proper education leading to little 

knowledge about the intricacies of surrogacy, associated health hazard and 

available laws make surrogate women more susceptibility and vulnerable to 

exploitation, manipulation and forgery by clinics, middle men and couples 

seeking child. 

2. Little rights and say of surrogates regarding carrying ,terminations, decision 

regarding their body and the fate of babies in the event of developing 

complications during pregnancies. 

3. Recruitment of surrogate women under informal and loose contracts with 

little clear guidelines regarding, procedure and financial security with regard 

to the risks associated with the job. 

4. Efficacy of legislation: The doctors/agencies/clinics stand as barriers & 

prevent direct interaction between the surrogate mothers and the 

commissioning parents because of their fear of decreased financial returns. 

5. Promotion of false information & in many cases hiding adverse reports by the 

Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ART) clinics regarding their rates of 

success, probability of abnormalities, etc. 

6. Questions of citizenship for children who are not desired by their "biological" 

parents 

7. Emergence of middle man which led to exploitation 

8. Emigration to nepal as India does not allow same sex couple surrogacy 

The existing legislative guidelines do not sufficiently address the concerns regarding 

format and terms and conditions of contracts, quantum of payments, rights of 

surrogates regarding future relations and association with the children born, decision 
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about termination, complications during pregnancies ,available legal remedies in the 

event of disputes with regard to contracts ,safety and fostering of child in the event of 

parents refusing the possession of children etc. 

 

Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in 

various sectors and issues arising out of their design and 

implementation. 

1Q.  Is it the liquor or excise policy that kills the people in India? In the light of recent 

illicit liquor consumption related deaths, critically comment on the statement. (200 

Words) 

Production of illicit liquor is unethical and morally inhuman. Economically, it may 

produce more profits to the business groups but it has led to numerous deaths over 

the years. The policies and enforcement mechanism of the government has to be held 

responsible since people's welfare and protection is a governments first priority.  

Liquor has been seen as a revenue earning object by most state governments. Their 

excise policy is made to maximise revenue. People's safety and quality of liquor is 

secondary. Moreover, high taxation has made standard liquor inaccessible to the 

large section of the poor thereby prompting them to turn towards low standard 

country liquor. Governments have failed in this regard too in quality checks of these 

country liquor businesses. Police- Groups - Political nexus is also widespread. This 

makes conviction of accused or suspension of their business difficult. 

The way forward is for the governments to emphasise on education and awareness of 

the people. Make them be more vigilant while consuming liquor. Formalisation of 

these businesses by reducing taxes. Periodic quality checks. Enhancing punishment. 

Most importantly making women an inherent part of this strategy. Community 

association with women to safeguard the locality. The best solution however in line 

with our DPSP would be to ban liquor consumption but it requires immense political 

will. 

 


