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Background: 

The government had given a fresh push to the long-pending proposal to set up the new service to have a separate 
cadre for the lower judiciary in the country. The idea was first mooted in the 1960s. Seeking to overcome the 
divergence of views, the government had recently suggested to the Supreme Court various options, including a NEET-
like examination, to recruit judges to the lower judiciary. There were vacancies of 4,452 judges in subordinate courts 
in the country. 

Need for an all- India Judicial Service: 

The quality of judicial officers in the subordinate judiciary is a matter of concern.  The ever continuing decline in their 
quality will delay delivery of justice, increase pendency of cases, impair quality of judgments, and in turn affect 
competence of higher judiciary as well. 

�ƒ The proposal for setting up an AIJS, in the lines of Indian Civil Service, is hanging fire for more than five decades 
despite there were several proposals and decisions including that of the apex court, in its favour. 

�ƒ There is widespread hope that AIJS can deal with great many ills Indian judiciary face right now and revitalize it 
into a far more vibrant constituent of Indian governance and democracy. 

�ƒ The precise purpose of AIJS is to create a rigorous mechanism for appointment of persons of highest ability, 
impartiality and integrity to the district courts and to equip the subordinate judiciary in turn to serve as the feeder 
line for appointment of competent judges to the high courts or eventually the Supreme Court. 

Who administers lower judiciary in the country? 

In the Indian Constitution the judiciary and executive remained separate but the control of lower judiciary remains 
vested with the high courts. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Paper 2 Topic: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining 
to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein. 

NITI Aayog selects 3 States for transformative change in Health & Education 
sectors 

In a major push to competitive, cooperative federalism, NITI Aayog has announced partnership with three States each 
to radically transform their Health and Education sectors. 

�ƒ NITI Aayog has selected Uttar Pradesh, Assam, and Karnataka to improve healthcare delivery and key outcomes 
in these States. 

�ƒ In Education, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, and Jharkhand have been selected for support to better learning 
outcomes. 
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A new Bridge  over  Mechi River  at Indo -Nepal border  

The Union Cabinet has approved a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to be signed between India and Nepal for 
laying down implementation arrangement on Cost sharing, 
Schedules and Safeguard issues for starting construction of a new 
Bridge over Mechi River at Indo-Nepal border. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ The estimated cost of construction of the bridge is Rs. 
158.65 crore, which would be funded by Government of 
India through ADB loan. 

�ƒ The new bridge is part of up-gradation of the Kakarvitta (Nepal) to Panitanki Bypass (India) on NH 327B covering 
a length of 1500 meters. 

�ƒ Mechi Bridge is the ending point of Asian Highway 02 in India leading to Nepal and provides critical connectivity 
to Nepal. 

�ƒ National Highway and Infrastructure Development Corporation (NHIDCL) under Ministry of Road Transport & 
Highways has been designated as the implementing agency for this project. 

Importance of the bridge: 

The construction of the bridge will improve regional connectivity and has potential to strengthen cross border trade 
between both the countries and cementing ties by strengthening industrial, social and cultural exchanges. 

About Mechi river: 

The Mechi River is a trans-boundary river flowing through Nepal and India. It is a tributary of the Mahananda River. 
The Mechi originates in the Mahabharat Range in Nepal. 

Sources: pib. 
 

MoU between  India  and Nepal on Drug Demand Reduction  and Prevention  of 
Illicit  Trafficking  

The Union Cabinet has given its approval for signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and 
Nepal on Drug Demand Reduction and Prevention of Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 
and precursor chemicals and related matters. 

�ƒ The MoU lists out the areas of cooperation on drug matters between the two countries. It also indicates the 
mechanism of information exchange and the competent authorities in the two countries who are responsible for 
the implementation of the MoU and exchange of any information. 

�ƒ Cooperation on drug matters is expected to curb the illicit traffic of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and 
precursor chemicals in the two countries. 

The MoU provides that the Parties shall endeavour to: 

�ƒ Develop mutual cooperation with a view to effectively resolving the issue of illicit traffic in narcotic drugs, 
psychotropic substances and their precursors, cooperate in drug demand reduction through prevention, 
awareness, education and community based programmes, treatment and rehabilitation; and 

�ƒ Exchange information of operational, technical and general nature in drug matters, exchange literature on their 
existing laws, rules, procedures, best practices and methods of curbing illicit trafficking in narcotic drugs, 
psychotropic substances and their precursors and any further amendments to the existing legislation. 

Background: 

India has always supported global efforts to counter drug trafficking and is party to several multilateral and bilateral 
initiatives in this regard as also United Nations (UN) led initiatives. In accordance with the spirit of UN Conventions on 
Narcotic Drugs, effort is made to enter into Bilateral Agreements/MoUs with neighbouring countries and the countries 
which have a direct bearing on the drug situation prevailing in our country. Such Bilateral Agreements/ MoUs have 
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�ƒ The BIMSTEC comprises of seven countries, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and 
Thailand. 

�ƒ The main objective of BIMSTEC is technological and economical cooperation among South Asian and South East 
Asian countries along the coast of the Bay of Bengal. 

�ƒ The headquarters of BIMSTEC is in Dhaka. 

Sources: pib 
 

India  ratifies  second commitment  period  of Kyoto  Protocol  

India has ratified the second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol that commits countries to contain the emission 
of greenhouse gases, reaffirming its stand on climate action. With this, India became the 80th country to accept the 
amendment relating to the second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol, the international emissions reduction 
treaty. 

About Kyoto Protocol: 

The Kyoto Protocol is an international agreement 
linked to the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC), which commits its 
Parties by setting internationally binding emission 
reduction targets. 

�ƒ The Kyoto Protocol was adopted in Kyoto, Japan, 
in December 1997 and entered into force in 
February 2005. 

�ƒ The first commitment period under the Kyoto 
Protocol was from 2008-2012. The Doha 
Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol was adopted 
in Qatar in December 2012. The amendment 
includes new commitments for parties to the 
Kyoto Protocol who agreed to take on 
commitments in a second commitment period from January 2013 to December 2020 and a revised list of 
greenhouse gases to be reported on by Parties in the second commitment period. 

�ƒ Recognizing that developed countries are principally responsible for the current high levels of Greenhouse Gas 
(GHGs) in the atmosphere, the Kyoto Protocol places commitments on developed nations to undertake mitigation 
targets and to provide financial resources and transfer of technology to the developing nations. 

�ƒ Developing countries like India have no mandatory mitigation obligations or targets under the Kyoto Protocol. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

BIMSTEC meeting  

 
The 15th ministerial meeting of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 
concluded recently in Kathmandu, endorsing the memorandum of understanding for the establishment of BIMSTEC 
grid interconnection and also agreed to expedite the negotiations for BIMSTEC Free Trade Area Agreement. 

�ƒ The meeting of the BIMSTEC also pledged to deepen cooperation for shared prosperity in the region. The meeting 
decided to establish cells focused on areas, like energy, environment and culture, among others, for effective 
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INAPH data base 

Pashu Sanjivni component under National Mission on Bovine 
Productivity scheme was initiated by the Government in November 
2016. Under the scheme, as on date 85 lakh milk producing animals 
have been identified and their data has been uploaded on INAPH 
data base. 

�ƒ Data of the identified animals is being uploaded on Information 
Network on Animal Health and Productivity (INAPH) data base. 

About the scheme: 

Under the scheme, 88 million milk producing animals out of 300 million cattle and buffaloes are being identified 
using polyurethane tags with 12 digit unique identification (UID) number. 

�ƒ The polyurethane tags, which will last for a few year, will be affixed by the technicians using a special applicator. 
Next, the technicians will, using a tablet, upload details of the cow including its vaccination and deworming status 
into an online database. 

�ƒ The purpose of the exercise, in the long run, is to improve vaccination practices, and ensure that scientific 
interventions can be made to improve both breeding and milk production. 

�ƒ The Pashu Sanjivni is crucial for control and spread of animal diseases, scientific management of animals, 
enhanced production and productivity, improvement in quality of livestock & livestock products, increase in trade 
of livestock and livestock products by meeting out sanitary and phtyosanitory issues. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Long Term  Irrigation  Fund 

Cabinet has approved raising Extra Budgetary Resources upto Rs. 9020 crore for Long Term Irrigation Fund during the 
year 2017-18. 

About LTIF: 

To cater to the large fund requirement and ensure completion of the projects, the Union Finance Minister, during his 
Budget speech 2016-17, announced creation of dedicated Long Term Irrigation Fund (LTIF) in NABARD with an initial 
corpus of Rs. 20,000 crore for funding of Central and State share for the identified ongoing projects under PMKSY (AIBP 
and CAD). 

�ƒ Corpus would be raised by way of budgetary resources and market borrowings to fund fast tracking of 
implementation of incomplete major & medium irrigation projects. 

About PMKSY: 

PMKSY has been conceived amalgamating ongoing schemes viz. Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme (AIBP) of 
the Ministry of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation (MoWR,RD&GR), Integrated Watershed 
Management Programme (IWMP) of Department of Land Resources (DoLR) and the On Farm Water Management 
(OFWM) of Department of Agriculture and Cooperation (DAC). 

�ƒ The scheme will be implemented by Ministries of Agriculture, Water Resources and Rural Development. 

�ƒ The major objective of PMKSY is to achieve convergence of investments in irrigation at the field level, expand 
cultivable area under assured irrigation, improve on-farm water use efficiency to reduce wastage of water and 
enhance the adoption of precision-irrigation and other water saving technologies (More crop per drop). 

Sources: pib. 
 

North  Koel Reservoir  Project  

The Union Cabinet has given its approval to the proposal to complete the balance works of the North Koel Reservoir 
Project in Jharkhand and Bihar at an estimated expenditure of Rs.1622.27 crore to be incurred during three financial 
years from the start of the project. 
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Way ahead: 

If successful in animal and human trials, it can be used for treating people with type 1 diabetes. Type 1 diabetes arises 
when the ���}���Ç�[�• immune system kills the insulin-producing beta cells. Since type 1 diabetes patients do not have insulin-
producing beta cells, the researchers have turned to stem cells to produce beta cells. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Paper 3 Topic: Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology 
and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

India,  China home to 39%  of young Internet  users: UN report  

The ICT Facts and Figures 2017 report released by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), the United 
Nations specialised agency for Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs), shows that of the 830 million 
young people online worldwide, 320 million, or 39%, are in China and India. 

 
Highlights of the report: 

�x Broadband access: There is a significant increase in broadband access and subscriptions with China leading the 
way. Youths (15-24 years old) are at the forefront of Internet adoption. In Least Developed Countries (LDCs), up 
to 35% of individuals using the Internet are aged 15-24, compared with 13% in developed countries and 23% 
globally. 

�x Mobile Broadband subscriptions: Mobile broadband subscriptions have grown more than 20% annually in the last 
five years and are expected to reach 4.3 billion globally by the end of 2017. Between 2012 and 2017, LDCs saw the 
highest growth-rate of mobile broadband subscriptions. Despite this, the number of mobile subscriptions per 100 
inhabitants in LDCs is the lowest globally at 23%. 
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