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General Studies-2; Topic:  India and its neighbourhood- relations. 
 

Rohingya Crisis 
 

1) Introduction 

 The Rohingyas are a Muslim minority group residing in the Rakhine state of Myanmar. 

 They are considered “stateless entities”, by the Myanmar government and have been refusing to 
recognise them as one of the ethnic groups of the country. 

 This has led to large scale exodus of the Rohingya population to neighbouring countries like India, 
Bangladesh, Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia. 
 

2) The state of Rohingya Muslims  

 Rohingya are considered to be illegal Bengali immigrants by the government of Myanmar. 

 The 1982 Citizenship Law denies the Rohingya Muslims citizenship despite the people living there 
for generations.  

 The Rohingya are fleeing Myanmar because of the restrictions and policies placed by the 
government.  

 Tensions between the Rohingya and the other religious groups have exploded into conflict.  

  The violence and turmoil began in 2012 when a group of Rohingya men were accused of raping and 
killing a Buddhist woman. 

 The Buddhist nationalists retaliated by killing and burning the Rohingya homes. 
 

3) Why is India planning to deport Rohingya refugees? 

 Rohingyas, who number about 40,000 in India, has national security ramifications. 

 Islamic State and other extremist groups may expand their networks through some hard-line 
Rohingyas. 

 There are suspicions that Rohingyas are indulging in illegal/anti-national activities i.e. mobilisation 
of funds through hawala channels and also indulging in human trafficking. 

 The fragile north-eastern corridor may become further destabilised 

 Possibility of violence erupting against the Buddhists 

 Influx of migrants leads to social, political and cultural problems 

 Reaction on India's decision 
a. Any deportation would violate their fundamental rights to equality and to life, under Article 14 

and 21 of the Constitution 
b. It would infringe international law, particularly the principle of non-refoulement. 

 
4) Why should India help Rohingya refugees? 

 If we abandon the Rohingya, we abandon the idea of India as a home of refugees and hospitality.  

 A country which offered a home to the Parsis, the Tibetans, the Afghans and the Jews cannot turn a 
little minority of helpless people back.  

 With deportation of Rohingyas, the idea of India, the India of democracy and hospitality will 
disappear. 

 As the largest democracy in the world, India should extend help to Rohingyas on humanitarian 
grounds. 

 Myanmar and Bangladesh governments are refusing to accept them as citizens. 

 Peace and stability in the Rakhine state is important for India’s economic investment.  
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 India does not want a strained relationship when it is exploring ways to enhance its presence and 
influence in Myanmar and the Southeast Asia region through its Act East policy. 
 

5) Concerns / Challenges 

 The continued violence in Rakhine state is affecting India’s Kaladan Multi-modal Transit Transport 
project 

 Rohingya Muslims, considered by the UN to be the most persecuted minority in the world. 

 Rohingya crisis pose a security challenge to the South and Southeast Asia. 

 Rohingyas have acquired documents like Aadhaar, PAN and Voter-ID. This raises the concern of 
naturalisation of illegal migrants by fraudulent means.  

 In the absence of a law to deal with refugees in India, their identification and surveillance will 
become difficult. 
  

6) Way Forward 

 Solution based on respect for peace, communal harmony, justice, dignity, and democratic values. 

 Need to address the root cause of the problem 

 Need to bring about overall socio-economic development in the Rakhine state by undertaking both 
infrastructure and socio-economic projects.  

 Reconciliation between the Rohingya Muslims and the Rakhine Buddhists is necessary for peace to 
prevail.  

 Kofi Annan-led Advisory Commission report needs to be considered seriously by the authorities in 
Myanmar.  

 ASEAN needs to abandon its consensus and non-interference approach and perceive the ongoing 
problem as a regional problem. 

 The platforms like ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) and BIMSTEC need to be used to discuss the issue 
and take advantages of the experience of countries like India and Thailand who have experience in 
dealing with insurgency and terrorism.  

 The United Nations appealed to the entire international community to keep the political differences 
aside and help Rohingya Muslim refugees. 

 What should India do? 
a. It is high time to formulate a strong refugee policy. It will help to mitigate the present Rohingya 

refugee problem and provide a structure to be used whenever similar problem arises. 
b. Provide funding to socio economic developmental projects in partnership with Myanmar 

government in the Rakhine region. 
c. India should improve border security and regulate inflow of illegal migration 
d. India should show leadership by protecting the Rohingyas and calling on the Myanmar 

government to end the repression and atrocities causing these people to leave 
 
 


