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1. The phrase ‘neo-middle class’ 
sometimes in the news, refers to 

(a) A class which is the product of the 

post-liberalisation era. 

(b) Those who have risen from the 

category of the poor but are yet to 

stabilise in the middle class. 

(c) Young start-up entrepreneurs 

belonging to Scheduled Castes. 

(d) a, b and c. 

  

Solution: d. 

 

“Defined by the BJP as those who have risen 
from the category of the poor but are yet to 

stabilise in the middle class, the “neo middle 
class” figured prominently in Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley’s maiden Budget speech… Even as 
Jaitley announced a slew of measures targeted 

at poverty reduction, the acknowledgement of 

the new aspirational class, a product of the 

post-liberalisation era, indicated that the 

politics of freebies, hailed as welfare schemes 

by the previous governments, may have come 

to an end… While setting aside Rs 200 crore for 
credit enhancement facility for young start-up 

entrepreneurs belonging to the Scheduled 

Castes, he again referred to their aspiration “to 
be a part of the neo middle class”…” 

 

IE 2014: ‘Neo middle class’ is the new ‘Aam 
aadmi’; 

Improvisation: PM’s address to the nation on 

the eve of New Year; 

 

2. A new digital payments app called 

“BHIM”, was recently launched. In this 
context, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Users can send money to people 

who don’t have the app. 

2. The app is based on the United 

Payments Interface. 

3. It will support Aadhaar-based 

payments. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) 1 and 3 Only 

(d) 1 , 2 and 3 

  

Solution: c. 

 

The app is based on the Unified (and not 

‘United’) Payments Interface. 

 Bharat Interface for Money or BHIM is a 

digital payments solution app based on 

Unified Payments Interface (UPI) from the 

National Payments Corporation of India 

(NPCI). If you have signed up for UPI based 

payments on your respective bank 

account, which is also linked to your 

mobile number, then you’ll be able to use 
the BHIM app to conduct digital 

transactions. 

 BHIM is also supposed to support 

Aadhaar-based payments, where 

transactions will be possible just with a 

fingerprint impression, but that facility is 

yet to roll out. 

 BHIM app is not a mobile wallet. In case of 

mobile wallets like Paytm or MobiKwik you 

store a limited amount of money on the 

app, that can only be sent to someone who 

is using the same wallet. Your friend, 

relative or even a merchant who you’re 
trying to pay doesn’t necessarily need to 
be on the BHIM app. All they need is a 

bank account to receive the payment. 

(BHIM also has options to transfer via IFSC, 

MMID as well for non-UPI banks). 

  

IE: BHIM App for UPI-based payments – 
everything you need to know; 

 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/neo-middle-class-is-the-new-aam-aadmi-2/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/neo-middle-class-is-the-new-aam-aadmi-2/
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=156050
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=156050
http://indianexpress.com/about/paytm/
http://indianexpress.com/article/technology/tech-news-technology/pm-narendra-modi-launches-bhim-app-for-upi-all-your-questions-answered-4452909/
http://indianexpress.com/article/technology/tech-news-technology/pm-narendra-modi-launches-bhim-app-for-upi-all-your-questions-answered-4452909/


6

  |          3rd  

©Insights IAS  www.insightsonindia.com  

3. Para 15 of the Election Symbols 

(Reservation and Allotment) Order, 

1968 is applicable to disputes in 

1. Recognised National Parties 

2. Recognised State Parties 

3. Registered but unrecognised 

Parties 

Select the correct answer using the 

code given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 Only 

(c) 1 and 3 Only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: b. 

 

 On the question of a split in a political 

party outside the legislature, Para 15 of 

the Symbols Order, 1968, states: “When 
the Commission is satisfied… that there 
are rival sections or groups of a recognised 

political party each of whom claims to be 

that party the Commission may, after 

taking into account all the available facts 

and circumstances of the case and hearing 

(their) representatives… and other 
persons as desire to be heard decide that 

one such rival section or group or none of 

such rival sections or groups is that 

recognised political party and the decision 

of the Commission shall be binding on all 

such rival sections or groups.” 

 This applies to disputes in recognised 

national and state parties. For splits in 

registered but unrecognised parties, the 

EC usually advises the warring factions to 

resolve their differences internally or to 

approach the court. 

  

IE: SP Feud: Who gets the symbol?; 

 

 

4. Section 123(3) of the Representation of 

the People Act, 1951 declares which of 

the following to be “corrupt” practice(s) 
by a candidate or his election agent? 

1. Bribery 

2. Undue influence, that is to say, any 

direct or indirect interference or 

attempt to interfere, with the free 

exercise of any electoral right. 

3. The promotion of feelings of hatred 

between different classes of the 

citizens of India on grounds of 

religion, race, caste, community, or 

language. 

Select the correct answer using the 

code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: c. 

 

 …the Supreme Court ruled that “religion, 
race, caste, community or language would 

not be allowed to play any role in the 

electoral process” and that election of a 
candidate would be declared null and void 

if an appeal is made to seek votes on these 

considerations. 

 By a 4-3 majority ruling, a seven-judge 

Constitution Bench held that an election 

will be annulled not only if votes are 

sought in the name of the religion of the 

candidate but also when such an appeal 

hinges on religion of voters or candidate’s 
election agents or by anybody else with 

the consent of the candidate. 

 The third class will include religious and 

spiritual leaders, often engaged by 

candidates to mobilise their followers. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/uttar-pradesh-elections-akhilesh-mulayam-yadav-samajwadi-party-split-cycle-symbol-election-commission-4456254/
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 Section 123(3) of the Act defines as 

“corrupt practice” appeals made by a 

candidate or his agents to vote or refrain 

from voting for any person on the ground 

of “his” religion, race, caste, community or 
language. 

 What came up for interpretation before 

the Constitution Bench was the meaning 

of the term “his” since that would define 

whose religion it has to be when an appeal 

is made. Previous judgments handed out 

conflicting views and hence the question 

came up before the seven judges. 

 In their majority view, four judges ruled in 

favour of a purposive interpretation, 

stating that “his” would mean religion of 

candidate, his agents, voters as well as any 

other person who, with the candidate’s 
consent, brings up religion in an appeal for 

the furtherance of the prospects of the 

election. 

 The minority (numerically) judges 

dissented, holding that the expression 

“his” used in conjunction with religion, 
race, caste, community or language is in 

reference to the candidate, in whose 

favour the appeal to cast a vote is made, 

or that of a rival candidate when an appeal 

is made to refrain from voting for another. 

 

India Kanoon: Section 123, RPA 1951; 

IE: Can’t seek votes in name caste, religion; 

 

5. Consider the following statements: 

1. She was the first woman teacher of 

the first women’s school in India. 

2. She fought for the rights of the 

untouchables. 

3. She set up a care centre for widows, 

and even encouraged them to 

remarry. 

4. The Government of the State which 

she hailed from, has instituted an 

award in her name to honour 

women social reformers. 

The above statements refer to which 

19th Century social reformer of India? 

(a) Mumtaz Ali 

(b) Savitribai Phule 

(c) Pandita Ramabai 

(d) Tarabai Shinde 

  

Solution: b. 

 

Tech giant Google on Tuesday honoured social 

reformer Savitribai Phule on the occasion of 

her birth anniversary. 

 Savitribai had many firsts to her credit — 

she was the first woman teacher of the 

first women’s school in India and a pioneer 
in modern Marathi poetry. 

 Savitribai taught in the school which she 

and her husband, Jyotirao Phule, started in 

1848 with just nine students on the rolls. 

 Savitri set up a care centre for widows and 

even encouraged them to remarry. She 

also fought for the rights of the 

untouchables. When bubonic plague 

spread in Pune in 1897, Savitri and her son 

opened a clinic to treat the sick. 

 The Government of Maharashtra has 

instituted an award in her name to honour 

women social reformers. 

 

TH: Google Doodle pays tribute to social 

reformer; 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/70252546/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/cant-seek-votes-in-name-of-religion-caste-supreme-court-4456135/
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/internet/Google-doodle-pays-tribute-to-social-reformer-Savitribai-Phule/article16982122.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/internet/Google-doodle-pays-tribute-to-social-reformer-Savitribai-Phule/article16982122.ece?homepage=true
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1. ‘Counter-cyclical measures’ in 

Economics, refers to the use of which 

of the following to financially stimulate 

an economy? 

(a) Monetary Policy 

(b) Fiscal Policy 

(c) Both a and b 

(d) Neither a nor b 

  

Solution: c. 

 

“With the Union budget less than a month 
away, the coming weeks could well serve to 

provide clear signals on the potential need for 

a fiscal stimulus to reinvigorate flagging 

economic growth, especially if a revival in 

credit growth is going to be slower than 

anticipated.” 

 Economic stimulus consists of attempts by 

governments or government agencies to 

financially stimulate an economy. An 

economic stimulus is the use of monetary 

or fiscal policy changes to kickstart growth 

during a recession. Governments can 

accomplish this by using tactics such as 

lowering interest rates, increasing 

government spending and quantitative 

easing, to name a few. 

 John Maynard Keynes, a British economist 

from the early 20th century, is most often 

associated with the concept of economic 

stimulus, sometimes referred to as 

counter-cyclical measures. His general 

theory argued that during times of 

persistently high unemployment, 

governments ought to deficit spend in an 

effort to stimulate further demand, 

elevate growth rates, and reduce 

unemployment. In stimulating growth, 

deficit spending could, in some 

circumstances, pay for itself through 

higher tax revenues resulting from faster 

growth. 

 

Investopedia: What is an ‘Economic Stimulus’; 

Improvisation: TH – A nudge to borrowers; 

2. “The seven-judge bench hearing the 

case split four to three, revealing the 

complexity of the issues involved, as 

well as an inevitable collision of 

constitutional values. And it all began 

with a disagreement over a single word 

that appears in Section 123(3) of the 

Representation of the People Act: 

“his”…”. To which one of the following 

cases do these statements refer? 

(a) Abhiram Singh v. C.D.Commachen 

& Ors 

(b) Sastri Yagnapurushadji & Ors v. 

Muldas Bhudarda Vaishya 

(c) Commissioner of Wealth Tax, 

Madras & Ors. V. Late R.Sridharan 

(d) Sena Joshi & Ramchandra Kalse v. 

L.Verma 

  

Solution: a. 

Safe to be aware of the names of important 

cases. 

 

Improvisation: TH: Two takes on democracy; 

Bar and Bench: Record of Proceedings; 

 

3. The ‘Crime and Criminal Tracking 
Network System’ refers to 

(a) A country-wide database which 

aims to link all police forces to a 

single server so that information 

about arrested and wanted accused 

can be accessed by any policeman 

in the country. 

(b) The project by Mumbai Police to 

digitise finger-prints, and create a 

finger-print database to enable 

faster tracking and identification of 

arrested persons within the state – 
a first for any state in the country. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.investopedia.com/terms/e/economic-stimulus.asp#ixzz4UlRDBcut
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/A-nudge-to-borrowers/article16983753.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/Two-takes-on-democracy/article16983749.ece
http://barandbench.com/supreme-court-interpreted-section-1233-rp-act/
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(c) A slew of high-tech measures 

initiated by the Karnataka State 

Government aimed at enhancing 

intra-cooperation-and-

collaboration in the State police 

force. 

(d) None of the above. 

  

Solution: a. 

 

“Taking another step towards digitisation of 
records, the Mumbai Police will soon be taking 

its entire fingerprint database online… The 
police are also exploring the possibility of 

linking the database to the countrywide Crime 

and Criminal Tracking Network System 

(CCTNS), an initiative that aims to link police 

forces to a single server so that information 

about arrested and wanted accused can be 

accessed by police anywhere in the country.” 

 

TH: Soon, Mumbai police to digitise fingerprint 

data; 

 

4. A ‘White Label ATM’ 

1. Does not have any bank logo. 

2. Can be set up by non-bank entities. 

3. Refers to those ATMs whose 

operations are outsourced by 

banks to a third party. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct with reference to White 

Label ATMs? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 Only 

(c) 1 and 3 Only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: b. 

 

Statement 3 refers to ‘Brown Label’ ATMs. 

“In a circular, RBI said banks should advise their 
currency chests to step up issuance of fresh 

notes to rural branches of Regional Rural 

Banks, District Central Cooperative Banks and 

commercial banks, White Label ATMs in rural 

areas and post offices in rural areas on a 

priority basis.” 

 Traditionally, Automated Teller Machines 

(ATMs) have respective bank’s logo. So 
just by looking, this is SBI’s ATM, this is 
ICICI’s ATM and so on. 

 But White label ATM doesn’t have such 
Bank logo, hence called White label ATMs. 

 RBI has given license / permission to non-

bank entities to open such ATMs. 

 Any non-bank entity with a minimum net 

worth of Rs.100 crore, can apply for white 

label ATMs. (not just NBFC, any non-bank 

entity can apply.) 

 

Mrunal: White Label ATMs; 

Improvisation: Th: RBI tells banks to ensure 

40% of cash supply reaches rural areas; 

 

5. Which among the following is/are key 

features of the ‘Pradhan Mantri Yuva 

Yojana’? 

1. It will provide entrepreneurship 

education and training to over 

seven lakh students. 

2. The scheme will span over five 

years. 

3. Massive Open Online Courses 

(MOOCs) will be utilised to 

implement it. 

Select the correct answer using the 

code given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: d. 

 

 Target group: The scheme will provide 

entrepreneurship education and training 

to over seven lakh students over five years 

(2016-17 to 2020-21) through 3,050 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/article16985366.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/article16985366.ece
http://mrunal.org/2014/01/banking-white-label-atm-meaning-features-advantages-limitations-financial-inclusion-nested-design-contagion-risk.html
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/article16982398.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/article16982398.ece
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institutes.  It will also include easy access 

to information and mentor network, 

credit, incubators and accelerators and 

advocacy for the youth covered under the 

scheme. 

 Institutes covered under the Scheme: The 

scheme includes 2,200 institutes of higher 

learning (colleges, universities, and 

premier institutes), 300 schools, 500 

Industrial Training Institutes and 50 

Entrepreneurship Development Centres, 

through Massive Open Online Courses 

(MOOCs). 

 

Source: PRS MPR: November 2016; 

 

6. ‘Counter-cyclical measures’ is a 

concept that is most often associated 

with which one of the following 

economists? 

(a) Adam Smith 

(b) Thomas Robert Malthus 

(c) John Maynard Keynes 

(d) Bertrand Russell 

  

Solution: c. 

Same explanation as provided for Question 1. 

 

Investopedia: What is an ‘Economic Stimulus’; 

Improvisation: TH – A nudge to borrowers; 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/MPR/MPR-%20November%202016.pdf
http://www.investopedia.com/terms/e/economic-stimulus.asp#ixzz4UlRDBcut
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1. If India is successful in getting the UN 

1267 Committee to include certain 

individuals in the list of proscribed 

terrorists, what are the steps that must 

be taken by the member states of the 

United Nations? 

1. Freeze funds and other financial 

assets or economic resources of 

designated individuals and entities. 

2. All states are required to prohibit 

the supply, sale and transfer of 

arms and their use, to designated 

individuals and entities. 

3. Prevent the entry into or transit 

through their territories by 

designated individuals. 

Select the correct answer using the 

code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: d. 

A similar question was posted here last August. 

 
UN: Sanctions 1267; 

Improvisation: TH: Running into the Chinese 

wall; 

 

2. India’s proposal for the resolution to 

designate Masood Azhar in the list of 

proscribed terrorists by the UNSC 

1267 Sanctions Committee was not co-

sponsored by which one of the 

following nations? 

(a) Russia 

(b) United States of America 

(c) France 

(d) None of the above 

  

Solution: a. 

 

Question framed from a mains-perspective. 

 

“It is significant that among the P5, the U.S., 
U.K. and France co-sponsored India’s 
resolution against Azhar, China vetoed it, but 

Russia, India’s traditional backer, did nothing at 

all. At the BRICS summit in October and the 

Heart of Asia conference in December, it was 

the Russia-China combine that kept India’s 
desire for tough statements on “cross-border 

terrorism” from Pakistan at bay, and it was the 

Russian envoy who told India not to use 

“multilateral forums for bilateral issues”…” 

 

TH: Running into the Chinese wall; 

 

3. ‘Bashi Channel’ is a narrow passage of 
water  separating 

(a) Taiwan and Philippines 

(b) China and Taiwan 

(c) South Korea and Japan 

(d) Paracel and Spratly Islands 

  

Solution: a. 

“China’s recent moves, of positioning air 
defence weapons on a reclaimed island in the 

South China Sea, forays by fighters and 

bombers over the East China Sea, and even 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.un.org/sc/suborg/en/sanctions/1267
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/Running-into-the-Chinese-wall/article16988901.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/Running-into-the-Chinese-wall/article16988901.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/Running-into-the-Chinese-wall/article16988901.ece


12

  |          5th  

©Insights IAS  www.insightsonindia.com  

sending its aircraft carrier Liaoning to Hainan 

via the Bashi Channel between Taiwan and 

Philippines, have sent an unwelcome message 

to its neighbours..” 

 
The Bashi Channel is a waterway between 

Y’Ami Island of the Philippines and Orchid 

Island of Taiwan. It is a part of the Luzon Strait 

(which links the South China Sea and the 

Philippine Sea) in the Pacific Ocean. 

 

TH: Arms and the region; 

Wikipedia: Bashi Channel; 

 

4. The ‘Lab2Moon’ competition – a global 

challenge for students under 25 to 

imagine, design and build a project 

that will accelerate human evolution 

into a sustainable multi-planetary 

species – is an initiative of 

(a) NASA 

(b) ISRO 

(c) Team Indus 

(d) A collaboration between ISRO and 

NASA 

  

Solution: c. 

 

“TeamIndus is flying to the Moon in 2017 and 
is carrying one youth experiment on board our 

Spacecraft. In our quest to catalyze humankind 

as a multi-planetary species, we invite youth 

under 25 years toimagine, design and build an 

experiment that will help us build sustainable 

life on the Moon… Team Indus, run by 

Bengaluru-based aerospace start-up Axiom 

Research Labs, said that as many as 3000 teams 

from around the world participated in this 

competition.” 

 

Team Indus: Lab2Moon; 

TH: TI startup looks at brewing beer on the 

moon; 

 

5. “It will be the first river project that will 

be located within a tiger reserve. It will 

also be the first ever inter-state river 

inter-linking project.” These 

statements refer to which one of the 

following river-linking projects? 

(a) Damanganga-Pinjal 

(b) Ken-Betwa 

(c) Par-Tapi-Narmada 

(d) Mahanadi-Godavari 

  

Solution: b. 

 

 “A new hurdle has come in the way of the 
marquee Ken-Betwa river interlink project 

in its terms of financing. The NITI Aayog 

(National Institution for Transforming 

India) has recommended that Madhya 

Pradesh contribute 40 per cent of the 

project cost, with the Centre contributing 

60 per cent. The Ministry of Water 

Resources (MoWR) has opposed this and 

requested that 90 per cent of the funds be 

routed through the Centre.” 

 The Rs. 10,000-crore Ken-Betwa project 

will irrigate the drought-prone 

Bundelkhand region but, in the process, 

also submerge about 10 per cent of the 

Panna Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh, 

feted as a model tiger conservation 

reserve. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/Arms-and-the-region/article16988860.ece?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS_Syndication
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bashi_Channel
http://lab2moon.teamindus.in/
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Team-Indus-startup-looks-at-brewing-beer-on-the-moon/article16988306.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Team-Indus-startup-looks-at-brewing-beer-on-the-moon/article16988306.ece
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TH: Ken-Betwa river-linking project faces new 

hurdle; 

 

6. With reference to the Indira Gandhi 

Matritva Sahyog Yojana (IGMSY) and 

the National Food Security Act (NFSA), 

which of the following statements 

is/are correct? 

1. IGMSY is a conditional cash 

transfer scheme. 

2. IGMSY is aimed at arresting high 

maternal mortality rates. 

3. IGMSY’s benefits can be availed 

only by women not having more 

than 2 living children. 

4. The NFSA states that every 

pregnant and lactating mother 

would be entitled to maternity 

benefit of not less than Rupees six 

thousand. 

Select the correct answer using the 

code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 4 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  

Solution: d. 

 

 The Indira Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana, 

or IGMSY — was begun by the UPA 2 

government in October 2010 on a pilot 

basis in 53 districts. The National Food 

Security Act, 2013, made it incumbent 

upon the incoming NDA government to 

ensure universal coverage under the 

scheme. 

 It is a conditional cash transfer scheme 

applicable to pregnant and lactating 

women of ages 19 and above for up to 2 

living children. 

 The scheme originally provided Rs 4,000 to 

each beneficiary through her anganwadi 

centre, in all districts selected for the pilot 

project. 

 All women are eligible, unless they have 

already received paid leave and maternity 

benefits from their employers in the 

private or government sector. 

 The scheme is aimed at arresting high 

maternal mortality rates by encouraging 

institutional delivery and ensuring proper 

nutrition for the mother and child. 

 It is also meant to offset wage losses 

suffered by women due to pregnancy, and 

is especially important for women in the 

unorganised sector, who make up 90% of 

the country’s female workforce. 

 Section 4 (b) of the National Food Security 

Act, which came into force on September 

10, 2013, states that every pregnant and 

lactating mother would be entitled to 

“maternity benefit of not less than Rupees 
six thousand”. 

 On September 27 that year, the maternity 

benefit under the IGMSY was enhanced to 

Rs 6,000 in the 53 districts where it was 

ongoing. But universal implementation 

was not supported by commensurate 

Budget allocation. 

 The scheme has retained the condition 

that the woman must not have more than 

2 living children. Several civil society 

organisations have asked for such 

conditions to be removed so that the 

scheme could be truly effective. 

IE: Maternity benefit scheme: Where things 

stand now; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Ken-Betwa-river-linking-project-faces-new-hurdle/article16989529.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Ken-Betwa-river-linking-project-faces-new-hurdle/article16989529.ece
http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/maternity-benefit-scheme-what-pm-modi-said-where-things-stand-now-4459269/
http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/maternity-benefit-scheme-what-pm-modi-said-where-things-stand-now-4459269/
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7. The ‘Ananthsayanam Ayyangar 

Committee’, set up in the early years of 

Independent India was associated with 

which one of the following issues? 

(a) National Institutes of Technology 

(b) Criminal Tribes Act 

(c) Uniform Civil Code 

(d) Infant and Maternal Mortality rates 

  

Solution: b. 

 

 The Ananthsayanam Ayyangar Committee 

(1949-50) report looked at the way the 

Criminal Tribes Act had worked 

throughout India… its recommendations 
led to the repeal of the CTA in August 

1952. 

 The Ayyangar Committee recommended, 

“The Criminal Tribes Act, 1924, should be 
replaced by a Central legislation applicable 

to all habitual offenders without any 

distinction based on caste, creed or birth.” 
Thus, the provisions of the replacement 

legislation were meant to be similar to the 

CTA, but identification shifted to the 

individual, rather than the collective 

category. 

 There are certainly state-level statutes on 

habitual offenders…. contrary to popular 

perception, there never was a Union-level 

statute. After the CTA repeal, the Union 

government had a model bill. States used 

this as a template… 

 

The following article discusses the 

“unfortunate legacy” of many ‘denotified 

tribes’ remaining unclassified: IE: An 

unfortunate legacy; 

 

Notes 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/crime-criminal-act-racial-discrimination-non-bailable-offence-criminal-tribes-act-an-unfortunate-legacy-4459258/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/crime-criminal-act-racial-discrimination-non-bailable-offence-criminal-tribes-act-an-unfortunate-legacy-4459258/
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1. ‘Larson C’ ice shelf has been in the 
news in recent times for which one of 

the following reasons? 

(a) A huge iceberg, expected to be one 

of the largest ever recorded, is 

poised to break off from this ice 

shelf that is located in Antarctica. 

(b) Russia has identified the presence 

of one of the largest proven oil 

deposits beneath it in the Arctic. 

(c) It is being subject to a man-made 

breakup (collapse) by Russia so as 

to open up the Northern Sea Route 

all year, making it a commercially 

viable route. 

(d) This last known unexplored region 

on land on Earth, was subject to a 

detailed study and exploration by 

several scientists and researchers 

from the member countries of the 

Convention for the Conservation of 

Antarctic Marine Living Resources. 

  

Solution: a. 

 Larsen C is the most northern major ice 

shelf in Antarctica. An iceberg expected to 

be one of the 10 largest ever recorded is 

ready to break away from this ice shelf in 

Antarctica, scientists say. 

 Researchers have been tracking the rift in 

Larsen C for many years, watching it with 

some trepidation after the collapse of 

Larsen A ice shelf in 1995 and the sudden 

break-up of the Larsen B shelf in 2002. 

 Last year, researchers reported that the 

Larsen C rift was growing fast. But in 

December the speed of the rift went into 

overdrive, growing by a further 18km in 

just a couple of weeks. What will become 

a massive iceberg (5000 sq.km) now hangs 

on to the shelf by a thread just 20km long. 

 The researchers say that this is a 

geographical and not a climate event. The 

rift has been present for decades, they say, 

but it has punched through at this 

particular time. 

 It is believed that climate warming has 

brought forward the likely separation of 

the iceberg but the scientists say they have 

no direct evidence to support this. 

 

BBC: Huge Antarctic iceberg poised to break 

away; 

 

2. The idea of an apparent pause in 

temperature rise between 1998 and 

2014 had gained support in recent 

years with even the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in 

2013 largely endorsing the findings. 

However, a number of studies in recent 

times have found there has been no 

such pause. Which one of the following 

is the primary reason cited by 

researchers for their contrarian 

conclusion? 

(a) Better models have been developed 

in recent times to fill the gap in data 

of ocean temperatures that was 

hitherto insufficiently measured 

from the Eastern Hemisphere. 

(b) Global warming has taken the form 

of increased glacial and ice melt in 

the past two decades, acting as a 

veil for the rise in temperature. 

(c) Ocean buoys used to measure sea 

temperatures tend to report slightly 

cooler temperatures than the older 

ship-based systems. 

(d) Temperature measurements from 

the older ship-based systems 

continued to be utilised to develop 

the main global climate models, 

even as technologically advanced 

the ocean buoys were deployed for 

improved accuracy. 

  

Solution: c. 

 

 …but that consensus was brought into 
question by a number of studies, of which 

a report by the the US National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration (Noaa) 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-38522954
http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-38522954
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published in Science last year was the 

most significant. 

 Researchers from Noaa suggested that the 

temperatures of the oceans were being 

consistently underestimated by the main 

global climate models. The authors 

showed that the ocean buoys used to 

measure sea temperatures tend to report 

slightly cooler temperatures than the 

older ship-based systems. 

 Back in the 1990s, ship measurements 

made up the vast majority of the data, 

whereas now the more accurate and 

consistent buoys account for 85% of 

measurements. 

 When the researchers corrected the data 

to take this “cold bias” into account, they 
concluded that the oceans had warmed 

0.12C per decade since 2000, nearly twice 

as fast as previous estimates of 0.07 

degrees. 

 As a result, the authors said that the 

warming experienced in the first 15 years 

of the 21st Century was “virtually 
indistinguishable” from the rate of 
warming between 1950-99, a time 

generally acknowledged to have seen 

significant rates of warming from human 

emissions of CO2. 

BBC: Climate Change – Fresh doubt over 

climate warming ‘pause’; 

 

3. ‘Bachpan Bachao Andolan’ is a 

grassroots movement for the protection 

of children and ensuring their quality 

education. It is an organisation 

established by 

(a) The Ministry of Women and Child 

Development 

(b) The Ministry of Human Resource 

Development 

(c) Late Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 

(d) Kailash Satyarthi 

  

Solution: d. 

 “An exception to Section 375 (rape) in the 
IPC allows a man to go scot-free despite 

having sex with his 15-year-old ‘wife’. This 

exception ensures that he will not be 

charged with rape even though child 

marriage is a crime. Nobel Peace laureate 

Kailash Satyarthi, through his organisation 

Bachpan Bachao Andolan, appealed to the 

Supreme Court on Thursday for help to 

end this “statutorily-backed” crime against 
children.” 

 Bachpan Bachao Andolan (BBA) 

symbolizes India’s largest grassroots 
movement for the protection of children, 

ensuring their quality education. As on 

October 2014, BBA has rescued more than 

83,500 victims of trafficking, slavery and 

child labour and has helped them re-

establish trust in society and find 

promising futures for themselves. 

 Since its establishment by the Indian 

children’s rights activist Kailash Satyarthi 
in 1980, BBA has led the world’s largest 
civil society campaign in the form of the 

Global March Against Child Labour and has 

been at the forefront of laying down laws 

against child labour and trafficking in India. 

 

About BBA; 

Improvisation: TH: SC asked to resolve conflict 

over ‘rape’ definition in two laws; 

 

4. Historically, the UN Secretary-General 

has been selected based on an informal 

system of regional rotation. The 

present UN Secretary-General belongs 

to which region? 

(a) Western Europe 

(b) Africa 

(c) Latin America and the Caribbean 

(d) Eastern Europe 

  

Solution: a. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-38513740
http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-38513740
http://www.bba.org.in/?q=content/about-us
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/SC-asked-to-resolve-conflict-over-'rape'-definition-in-two-laws/article16995493.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/SC-asked-to-resolve-conflict-over-'rape'-definition-in-two-laws/article16995493.ece
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“On 13 October 2016, the UN General 
Assembly adopted by acclamation a resolution 

to formally appoint António Guterres of 

Portugal as Secretary-General for a five-year 

term of office, starting on 1 January 2017.” 

 

Improvisation: TH: The trump challenge to 

Antonio Guterres; 

 

5. A study in The Lancet medical journal 

found that people who lived within 50m 

of high-traffic roads had a higher 

chance of developing which one of the 

following diseases compared to those 

who lived more than 300m away from 

busy roads? 

(a) Parkinson’s disease 

(b) Multiple sclerosis 

(c) Dementia 

(d) Malnutrition 

  

Solution: c. 

 

 “Air pollutants can get into the blood 
stream and lead to inflammation, which is 

linked with cardiovascular disease and 

possibly other conditions such as diabetes. 

This study suggests air pollutants that can 

get into the brain via the blood stream can 

lead to neurological problems”.. 

 Dementia is caused by brain diseases, 

most commonly Alzheimer’s disease, 
which result in the loss of brain cells and 

affect memory, thinking, behaviour, 

navigational and spatial abilities and the 

ability to perform everyday activities. The 

incurable condition is a leading cause of 

disability and dependency, and is starting 

to overtake heart disease as a cause of 

death in some developed countries. 

 The World Health Organization estimates 

the number of people with dementia in 

2015 at 47.5 million, and that total is rising 

rapidly as life expectancy increases and 

societies age. 

 It is unlikely that Ontario has the worst air 

quality in the world, so the risks might be 

even greater in cities that are habitually 

wrapped in smog, for instance, Delhi. 

 

TH: Living near heavy traffic increases risk of 

dementia; 

Indian Express, Explained Page, 6th January, 

2017; 
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