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NCSC seeks explanation from IIT-M


The National Commission for Scheduled Castes has sought an explanation from the
Indian Institute of Technology-Madras for derecognising the Ambedkar-Periyar Study
Circle.
 If the IIT-M is found to be in violation of the law, especially the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, the commission could instruct the police
to register an FIR.
Why?
 Recently, the IIT-M de-recognised the study circle on the premise that it had violated
guidelines while organising a meeting in which some literature — critical of the Narendra
Modi government and with potential to spread hatred among communities — was
circulated.
About National Commission for Scheduled Castes:
 It is a constitutional body established with a view to provide safeguards against the
exploitation of Scheduled Castes. To promote and protect their social, educational,
economic and cultural interests, special provisions were made in the Constitution.
Background:
 In order to ensure that the safeguards provided to SCs and STs are properly
implemented, the Constitution on its inception provided for appointment of a special
office under Article 338 of the Constitution to investigate all matters relating to the
safeguards provided for Scheduled Castes & Scheduled Tribes and report to the President
about the working of these safeguards. In pursuance of this provision a Special Officer
known as the Commissioner for Scheduled Castes & Scheduled Tribes was appointed for
the first time on 18th November, 1950.
 A proposal was mooted for amendment of Article 338 of the Constitution (46th
Amendment) by replacing the single member Special Officer by multi-member system.
The first Commission for SC & ST came into being on August, 1978.
 The setup of the Commission of 1978 underwent change in 1987 and it was named as
National Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. This Commission
being a National Level Advisory body played the role of adviser on major policy and
developmental issues relating to SCs/STs
 Later, through the 89th Amendment of the Constitution it was decided to have a separate
National Commission for Scheduled Castes & separate National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes. This came into effect in 2004.
 Thus, the erstwhile National Commission for SCs & STs was bifurcated into two different
Commissions.
Functions of the commission:
 To investigate and monitor all matters relating to the safeguards provided for the
Scheduled Castes under this Constitution or under any other law for the time being in
force or under any order of the Government and to evaluate the working of such
safeguards;
 To inquire into specific complaints with respect to the deprivation of rights and
safeguards of the Scheduled Castes;
 To participate and advise on the planning process of socio-economic development of the
Scheduled Castes and to evaluate the progress of their development under the Union and
any State;
 To present to the President, annually and at such other times as the Commission may
deem fit, reports upon the working of those safeguards;
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To make in such reports recommendations as to the measures that should be taken by
the Union or any State for the effective implementation of those safeguards and other
measures for the protection, welfare and socio-economic development of the Scheduled
Castes; and
To discharge such other functions in relation to the protection, welfare and development
and advancement of the Scheduled Castes as the President may, subject to the provisions
of any law made by Parliament, by rule specify.
The Commission consists of a chairperson, a vice-chairperson and three other members.
They are appointed by the President by warrant under his hand and seal. Their
conditions of service and tenure of office are also determined by the president. The
commission presents an annual report to the president.

Kolkata-Dhaka-Agartala bus trial run today



The trial run of the much-awaited Kolkata-Dhaka-Agartala bus service will begin on June
1st.
The service is aimed at easy movement of people of two Indian States separated by
Bangladesh.



This is the first bus service to connect the two north-eastern States through Bangladesh.
The Dhaka-Kolkata service was introduced in 1999 and the one between Dhaka and
Agartala in 2003.



It had been sought for long by the people of Tripura and other adjoining States for
travelling through Bangladesh without changing vehicles. It takes nearly three days to
travel from Kolkata to Agartala, the capital of Tripura, a 1,650-km distance by land. Now,
the journey will take less than 24 hours. The two countries recently completed a trial run
of the Dhaka-Shillong-Guwahati service.

Govt. issues controversial land ordinance for third time











President Pranab Mukherjee recently re-promulgated for the third time the Land
Ordinance that prescribes processes for acquisition of land for public projects.
Despite Opposition protests, the Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister had
recommended to the President the re-issuance of the ordinance on the ground that it was
necessary for maintaining continuity and providing a framework to compensate people
whose land had been acquired.
The ordinance will now have to be laid before both Houses of Parliament and shall cease
to operate at the expiration of six weeks from the date of reassembly if it is not converted
into law.
Important provisions in the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement (Amendment) Ordinance, 2015:
Land shall be acquired up to 1 km on both sides of designated railway lines or roads for
industrial corridor.
Government shall undertake a survey of wasteland and arid land and maintain a record.
A provision is included for providing employment to project affected families.
Hearings to be held in districts where land acquisition takes place.
Courts won‘t need government nod to take cognisance of offence under CrPC.
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‗Five year‘ clause for completion of project on acquired land will be augmented and
amended by the length of the project. No acquisition will be transferred to private
persons.
Under section 33 compulsory employment clause shall be inserted.
Land acquired for Hospitals, Educational Institutions and other Social Projects will not
come under definition of Industrial Corridor.
Government to ensure before notification land acquired would be bare minimum
required for a project.
Infrastructure projects including projects under public private partnership where the
ownership of the land continues to vest with the Government, appropriate governments
are empowered to take steps for exemption from ―Social Impact Assessment‖ and
―Special Provisions for Safeguarding Food Security‖. In addition acquisition for such
projects are exempted from the ―Consent‖ provisions of the Act as well.

Memorandum of Understanding between India and Sweden
on cooperation in the field of Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, recently gave its
approval for signing of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and
Sweden on cooperation in the field of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises.
Details:
 The objective of the MoU is to promote cooperation between the Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises of the two countries.
 It provides a structured framework and enabling environment to the Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprise (MSME) sector of the two countries to understand each other‘s
strengths, markets, technologies, policies etc.
 It also contains an agreement between the two countries to enable their respective
MSMEs to participate in each other‘s trade fairs/exhibitions and to exchange business
delegations, to understand policy and explore markets so that joint ventures, tie-ups,
technology transfer etc. could take place.
 It does not contain or involve any financial, legal or political commitment on the part of
either party. In no case does it attract any financial liability on the part of the
Government of India.

MoU between India and Bangladesh







The Union Cabinet recently gave its approval for signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with Bangladesh on prevention of human trafficking especially
trafficking in women and children: rescue, recovery, repatriation and reintegration of
victims of human trafficking.
The salient features of the MoU:
To strengthen cooperation to prevent all forms of the human trafficking, especially that
of women and children and ensure the speedy investigation and prosecution of
traffickers and organized crime syndicates in either country;
enumeration of preventive measures that would be taken to eliminate human trafficking
in women and children and in protecting the rights of victims of trafficking; and
repatriation of victims would be done as expeditiously as possible and the home country
will undertake the safe and effective reintegration of the victims.
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Core industries‘ output dips 0.4 % in April


A recently released official data shows that output of the eight core industries shrunk
0.4% in April against growth of 5.7% during the same month last year. Growth in
production has declined every month since November 2014.
 The contraction in April, mainly on account of the poor generation of electricity and
declining output of cement, refinery products and fertiliser, came on the back of March‘s
marginal decline of minus 0.1%.
Performance of various sectors:
 Coal and steel were only two sectors in which output grew.
 Coal production grew 7.9%, steel output grew but at 0.6% in April as against 6.9% in the
same month last year.
 The output of crude oil declined 2.7% in April.
 Natural gas production was 3.6% lower.
 Electricity generation shrank 1.1% and cement output fell 2.4%.
 The production of refinery products declined 2.9% and fertiliser output shrunk
marginally by 0.04%.
Core Sector Industries:
 The eight core sector industries are— coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products,
fertilizer, steel, cement and electricity.
 The eight sectors contribute 38% to the overall industrial production.

Bangladesh Liberation War award for Vajpayee





Bangladesh is set to honour former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee for his
outstanding support for the country‘s independence from Pakistan in 1971 when he was a
Lok Sabha member.
Bangladesh is all set to hand over Vajpayee‘s ―Friends of Bangladesh Liberation War
Award‖ to Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his visit to the country from June 6.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina also approved a proposal to honour the families of the
members of Indian armed forces for sacrificing their lives for the cause of Bangladesh‘s
independence.
The award is bestowed upon individuals and organizations who had extended support
to Bangladesh during it’s independence struggle. The then Indian prime minister Indira
Gandhi was the first “foreign friend” to be conferred with the „Bangladesh
Liberation War Honour Award‟. Most of the subsequent recipients were also from
India which extended the most crucial support for Bangladesh’s independence with
incumbent President Pranab Mukherjee being one of them.

The puzzle of Pattanam‘s tubular jars


Excavation being conducted by the Kerala Council of Historical Research (KCHR) at
Pattanam, 25 km from Kochi, has continued.
Recent findings:
 During the ninth season of excavation this year, a row of eight tubular jars without
bottom portions was found. The potter had deliberately left them open at both ends.
 Altogether, 12 such tubular jars were found, eight in a vertical position, three that have
fallen down and one with the portion broken.
 The jars are 40-cm tall, and the diameter of their rim is about 13 cm. They were found in
the 61st trench, the latest to be excavated.
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The neck and rim of these jars resembled the torpedo jars found in the
Mesopotamian and south Arabian regions with which Pattanam, or the ancient
Muciri Pattinam, had trade links. But unlike the torpedo jars, the bottom of all these jars
is open.
 Researchers estimated that these jars, stratigraphically, belonged to the Early Historic
period (fourth century CE) when the Indian Ocean transformed into a trade lake with
links to the Red Sea and the Mediterranean littoral.
 On the context in which these jars were found, scientists say the initial guess was that
they were meant for rituals or storage. But it could not be proved. There was intense
burning activity around the place where they were found.
Pattanam:
 Pattanam is a village located in the Periyar delta in Eranakulam district in the southern
Indian state of Kerala. It is located 2 km north of North Paravur, 9 km south of
Kodungallur (Cranganore) and 25 km north of Kochi (Cochin). A branch of the Periyar
river, called the Periyar Thodu (Periyar canal), runs close to Pattanam.
 Pattanam is identified as the legendary port Muziris mentioned in the Greeco-Roman
classical sources.
 Many poems in the Tamil Sangam literature (third century BCE to third century CE)
celebrate it as Muciri. The poet Tayankannanar describes the port on the banks of the
Culliyam Periyar thus: “In Cheran’s prosperous Muciri town, the huge and beautiful
Culli river flows, muddied with white foam. The Yavanas come with their fine ships,
bearing gold, and leave with pepper.”
 Archaeological investigations conducted recently have also unearthed a Chera coin,
Amphora and semi-finished beads from the area. Foundation of a brick structure
possibly used by artisans as their workshop is also found there. Oxford archaeologists
have confirmed that Pattanam was an Indian port frequented by Romans and have put to
rest doubts about the antiquity of the site.

1000 more stores to be opened under ‗Jan Aushadhi Scheme‖


The Government has proposed to soon open 1000 more stores under the ‗Jan Aushadhi
Scheme‘ to make available quality generic medicines at affordable prices through these
special outlets. These stores will be opened for the underprivileged who would be
provided medicines at a price of 60-70% less than the market price.
What is Jan Aushadhi Scheme?
 It is a scheme which seeks to make available quality medicines at affordable prices for all,
especially the poor and the disadvantaged.
 Under this, less priced quality unbranded generic medicines will be made available
through Jan Aushadhi stores which inherently are less priced but are of same and
equivalent quality, efficacy and safety as compared to branded generic medicines.
 Under this Scheme, the State Government has to provide space in Government Hospital
premises for the running of the outlets (JAS). Government hospitals, NGOs, Charitable
Organisations and public societies like Red Cross Society, Rogi Kalyan Samiti typically
constituted for the purpose can be operating agencies for the JAS.
 The operating agency for JAS is nominated on the basis of the recommendations of the
State government. Operational expenditure is met from trade margins admissible for the
medicines.
 The State Government has to ensure prescription of unbranded generic medicines by the
Government doctors.
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The Jan Aushadhi Programme is accordingly a self sustaining business model not
dependent on government subsidies or assistance. It is run on the principle of ―Not for
Profits but with Minimal Profits‖.
Benefits of the Scheme:
 The Jan Aushadhi Campaign will help:
 Improve access to healthcare in as much as cost of treatment would come down
substantially. This would enable the Public Health System to increase the coverage.
 Secure a socio-economically viable mechanism/institutional arrangement for efficacious
sales of Pharma CPSU products, thereby improving their viability.
 Promote & encourage private industry to sell their quality unbranded generic products
through these retail outlets.
 Educate doctors that unbranded generic medicines provide a better option that branded
products since quality of generic medicines can be equally efficacious and safe at much
lower prices.
 Create consumer awareness by involving private, charitable bodies and NGOs by making
them part of the campaign.
 Reduce promotional cost and profits for the benefit of patients.
 Ensuring successful implementation of the Jan Aushadhi campaign would dispel the
myth that quality of medicines is linked to price and demonstrate that quality medicines
can be sold at substantially lower prices.

CSIR succeeds in Whole Genome Sequencing of Holy basil
(Tulsi)


CSIR-Central Institute of Medicinal & Aromatic Plants (CSIR-CIMAP), Lucknow, has
published whole genome sequence of Ocimum sanctum, the wonder plant ‗Holy
basil‘ or ‗Tulsi‘.
 This is the first report of complete genome sequence of a traditional and most respected
medicinal plant of India, using a composite next generation sequencing technologies.
 Whole genome sequencing is a laboratory process that determines the complete
DNA sequence of an organism‟s genome at a single time.
Benefits of Whole genome sequencing:
 Considering the metabolic and therapeutic potential of this revered plant, the availability
of whole genome sequence is the first step to understand and unravel the secrets of this
‗mother of all herbs‘ and to provide scientific validity to the traditional claims of its utility
in diverse medicinal usage.
 The availability of the genome sequence now opens the possibility to identify genes
involved in producing therapeutic molecules and to produce them in vitro.
 This will also facilitate identification of not yet identified genes involved in the synthesis
of important secondary metabolites in this plant.
 Specific pathway related genes identified or mined in this genome could be used for the
production of secondary metabolites following synthetic biology approaches.
 The development of molecular tools and genomic resources will accelerate molecular
breeding and ultimately the utility of Holy basil in medical community.
About Ocimum sanctum:
 It is also revered as ‗Vishnupriya‘ and worshipped for over more than 3000 years
through the sacred traditions of Hindu culture.
 It is traditionally used for the cure of several ailments.
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This herb is described as ―The Queen of Herbs,‖ ―The Incomparable One‖ and
―The Mother Medicine of Nature‖ in the Ayurvedic text of Charaka Samhita.
All parts of this legendary, divine and most cherished ancient herb (dried leaf, dried seed,
and dried whole plant) are used in several systems of traditional medicine, including
Ayurveda, Greek, Roman, Siddha, and Unani.
It is used in the preparations to cure various diseases like bronchitis, bronchial asthma,
malaria, diarrhea, dysentery, skin diseases, arthritis, painful eye diseases, chronic fever,
insect bite etc.
It has also been described to possess anti-fertility, anti-cancer, anti-diabetic, anti-fungal,
anti-microbial, hepatoprotective, cardioprotective, anti-emetic, anti-spasmodic,
analgesic, adaptogenic and diaphoretic actions.
Many of the basil oil constituents have found applications as medicinal ingredients,
flavors, fragrance, etc.

The Rule of Law Index 2015


According to a new study that ranks countries on how the rule of law is experienced by
citizens, India figures in the top 50 countries in the world for an effective criminal justice
system.
 The study is named ―The Rule of Law Index 2015‖ and is released by the U.S.-based
World Justice project. It analysed 102 countries worldwide using a survey of over a 1,000
respondents from three big cities, along with local legal experts, in each country.
 It measures how the rule of law is experienced in practical, everyday situations using 47
indicators across eight categories — constraints on government powers, absence of
corruption, open government, fundamental rights, order and security, regulatory
enforcement, civil justice, and criminal justice.
Details of the Study:
 According to the Index, India‘s overall rule of law performance places it in
the third position out of six countries in the South Asian region, 10th out of 25
among lower middle income countries, and 59th out of 102 countries
worldwide.
 The top overall performer in Index 2015 was Denmark while in the South Asia
region, the top performer was Nepal.
 India‘s performance for criminal justice places it at 44 rank globally, Number 1
in South Asia and number 4 among lower middle income countries.
 The ranking in civil justice for India is 88 globally, third in South Asia and 19th
among lower middle income countries.
 India ranks high in the category of Open Government, placing it 37th globally and
at three among lower middle income countries.
 In the category of order and security, India is placed at 90 worldwide, fourth in
South Asia and 20 among lower middle income countries.

Khoya Paya web portal
 The government of India recently launched the Khoya Paya web portal.
About the Portal:
 The Khoya Paya portal is a citizen based website to exchange information on
missing and found children.
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It has been developed by the Ministry of Women and Child Development and the
Department of Electronics and Information Technology (DeitY).
The Khoya Paya website is an enabling platform, where citizens can report missing
children, as well as sightings of their whereabouts without wasting much time.
The ‗Found‘ children can also be reported on this web portal. The reporting can be done
through text, photographs, videos and other means of transmitting and uploading
information to the KhoyaPaya site.
Information about missing and sighted children can be uploaded at Khoyapaya.gov.in.
The missing children are a cause of deep concern not only for the Government but also
for the child protection institutions, society and above all for the parents. These children
are vulnerable to the mental and physical assault which leads to mental trauma for these
children. Most of the missing children are trafficked for labour, for sexual exploitation,
abducted, or kidnapped, or due to crimes against children. They could be runaways from
home, or simply be lost. This is the reason that it is not only important to get the
information related to these missing children, but it is equally important that the
information is exchanged speedily to locate the children. The Khoyapaya web portal will
facilitate in the speedy reporting of missing and found children.
Jharkhand tops the list of states which see cases of missing children and those of child
trafficking. These children mostly end up working as child labour in big cities or are
thrown into sex trade. In almost all these cases, the families of such children are
extremely poor, illiterate and can‘t even afford three meals a day.

IAP HealthPhone programme
 The government of India recently launched the IAP HealthPhone programme.
Details of the programme:
 The IAP HealthPhone programme is the world‘s largest digital mass education
programme for addressing the malnutrition in women and children. It is a
public-partnership initiative that leverages the increasing penetration of mobile phones
in the country to educate over 6 million girls and women between 13 and 35 years of age
and their families on better health and nutrition practices by 2018.
 This programme is launched by the Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) in partnership
with the Ministry of Women and Child Development, UNICEF and supported by
Vodafone India.
 This programme aims to tackle the challenge of malnutrition in mothers and children
across India.
 The programme will achieve its objectives by widely promoting and distributing four reedited videos from the Poshan (nutritional videos) series, jointly produced by Ministry of
Women and Child Development and UNICEF in 18 Indian languages. The Poshan videos
address issues of status of women, the care of pregnant women and children under two,
breastfeeding and the importance of balanced diet, health and simple changes in
nutritional care practices that can notably enhance nutritiona levels.
 The three-year campaign by IAP HealthPhone is expected to benefit the health of 60
million children in India born by 2025 and will be transformative for India‘s fight against
malnutrition.
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India and Belarus Ink 6 Agreements During President Pranab
Mukherjee‘s Visit


India and Belarus have signed six agreements, including a Roadmap for India-Belarus
Cooperation.
Details:
 The agreements include a protocol amending the agreement between the two sides for
the Avoidance of Double Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with respect to
Taxes on Income and on Property (Capital) of September, 27, 1997.
 A MoU was inked between Bureau of Indian Standards and Belarus‘ State Committee for
Standardization on cooperation in the field of standardization and information support,
and another MoU between Prasar Bharati and the National State Television and Radio
Company of Belarus (Belteleradiocompany) for cooperation on broadcasting.
 Both sides also inked a MoU on cooperation between the Securities and Exchange Board
of India and Belurusian ministry of finance and a MoU between India‘s textiles ministry
and the Belarusian State Concern for Manufacturing and Marketing of Light Industry
Goods ‗Bellegprom‘.
 The roadmap seeks to further strengthen and intensify bilateral political, defence, trade
and economic exchanges, cultural relations and people-to-people contacts as well as
enhanced cooperation in international forums.
 India has also conveyed to Belarus its decision to extend a USD 100 million line of credit
for joint ventures with the east European country which has shown interest in the
flagship ‗Make In India‘ initiative.
 The agreements were signed during the recent visit of the Indian President to the
country. This is the first presidential visit from India to Belarus, a landlocked East
European country. The Belarus President had visited India twice in 1997 and 2007.

India signs pact on automatic exchange of tax information


India has finally signed the Multilateral Competent Authority
Agreement (MCAA) on Automatic Exchange of Financial Account
Information. The declaration to comply with the provisions of the agreement was
signed in Paris.
 54 countries have already joined the MCAA.
 India is among six countries that joined this pact in Paris, taking the number to 60.
 The target is to reach 94 countries by 2017.
Details:
 The new system, also known as the Common Reporting Standards (CRS) on
Automatic Exchange of Information (AEOI), is very wide in scope and obliges the
treaty partners to exchange a wide range of financial information, including that about
the ultimate controlling persons and beneficial owners of entities.
 To be able to comply with the new system, amendments have been made to section
285BA of the Income Tax Act, 1961. Necessary rules and guidelines are being formulated
in consultation with financial institutions.
 Previously, information was exchanged between countries on the basis of specific
requests relating to cases of tax evasion and other financial crimes.
 AEOI, when fully implemented, sets up a system wherein bulk taxpayer information will
periodically be sent by the source country of income to the country of residence of the
taxpayer.
Benefits of the Agreement:
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This would be the key to prevent international tax evasion and avoidance and would be
instrumental in getting information about assets of Indians held abroad including
through entities in which Indians are beneficial owners.
This will help the Government to curb tax evasion and deal with the problem of black
money.

India raises with U.S. arms sale to Pak.


India and the US have signed a new strategically important 10-year defence framework
pact envisaging joint development and manufacture of defence equipment and
technology including jet engines, aircraft carrier design and construction.
 Both sides also finalised two project agreements for hi-tech mobile power source and
next generation protective suits for chemical and biological warfare.
Details:
 The framework agreement was decided during the visit of US President Barack Obama to
India in January and focuses on issues ranging from maritime security and joint training.
 The new Framework agreement provides avenues for high level strategic discussions,
continued exchanges between armed forces of both countries, and strengthening of
defence capabilities.
 The two countries have also agreed to pursue co-development and co-production projects
that will offer tangible opportunities for American defence industries to build
partnership with the Indian industries including in manufacturing under ‗Make in India‘.
 Framework also recognises the transformative nature of the Defence Technology and
Trade Initiative (DTTI). DTTI is an important element of the Defence Agreement. The
first framework agreement, which expires this year, was signed in the US in 2005 by the
then Defence Minister Pranab Mukherjee and his then US counterpart Donald Rumsfeld.

Delhi slaps 15-day ban on sale of Maggi noodles


Centre has lodged a complaint with the National Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission against the Indian arm of the Swiss manufacturer, Nestle, and the Delhi
government has imposed a 15-day ban on sale of the product.
 Several States, including Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala, West Bengal and
Odisha, have sent samples of the product for testing, while the Jammu and Kashmir
government has advised people not to eat Maggi noodles till the test results are out.
 The Army and Navy have issued advisories to their canteens to set aside the existing
stocks of the popular snack until further orders.
Why?
 Recently, some Maggi noodles samples reportedly found to contain higher-thanpermissible levels of monosodium glutamate (MSG).
 Maggi noodles has been at the centre of controversy since laboratory tests ordered by
Uttar Pradesh food inspectors on a batch of the popular snack allegedly found eight times
as much lead as permissible.
About Monosodium glutamate (MSG):
 It is one of the most common, naturally occurring non-essential amino acid,
which is found in tomatoes, Parmesan cheese, potatoes, mushrooms, and other
vegetables and fruits.
 In the food industry, it is used as a taste enhancer that increases the meaty, savoury
flavor of food.
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Although the U.S Food and Drug Administration recognises MSG as safe, it is considered
far more harmful in India. It has long-term effects, but show signs of discomfort among
sensitive people whenever consumed.
Typical MSG complaints include: Burning sensations of the mouth, head and neck
Headaches Weakness of the arms or legs Upset stomach Hives or other allergic-type
reactions with the skin.
Scientists have also discovered that the compound can destroy Retina and parts of the
Brain. It can also lead to nervous disorders and radical hormone fluctuations.
Many studies have also shown that it is particularly harmful for pregnant women and
nursing mothers as infants and very young children are succeptible to brain damage and
underdevelopment.

Cultivation of paddy, sugarcane threat to Hampi monuments


UNESCO, in its ―State of Conservation‖ report on the World Heritage Site, has said that
cultivation of paddy and sugarcane pose a threat to the conservation of the historical
Hampi group of monuments.
 UNESCO has flagged irrigation for water-intensive agriculture, traffic close to the site
and seasonal flooding of the Tungabhadra as challenges.
How cultivation of these crops affect the site?
 The threat of agriculture is water-logging that weakens the foundation of minor
monuments situated on farm land. There have been incidents of monuments sinking or
damage caused due to dampness and wetness.
Hampi:
 Hampi is one of the UNESCO World Heritage Sites in India located near Hospet
town in the Karnataka state.
 It is located within the ruins of the city of Vijayanagara, the former capital of the
Vijayanagara Empire.
 The emperor Ashoka‘s minor rock edicts in Nittur & Udegolan (both in Bellary district,
Karnataka) lead one to believe that this region was within the Ashokan kingdom during
the 3rd century BCE.
 A Brahmi inscription & a terracotta seal dating to the 2nd century CE were also
discovered from the excavation site.
 The first historical settlements in Hampi date back to 1 CE.
 It is situated on the banks of the Tungabhadra River.
 Hampi has various notable Hindu temples with some vedanta mythology inside the
temples, some of which are still active places of worship.

U.S. passes NSA surveillance reform


President Barack Obama recently signed into law, the first reform in a decade limiting
the sweeping powers of the National Security Agency to conduct surveillance on millions
of citizens‘ telephone conversations.
Details:
 The USA Freedom Act is now operational after the US Patriot Act, the post-9/11 measure
permitting mass global surveillance by the NSA on an unprecedented scale, expired on
May 31st, 2015 at midnight after attempts to extend it were blocked by Republican
Senators.
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The USAFA represents the first major reform to the NSA‘s mass surveillance of global
communications that has been effected since whistleblower and former NSA contractor
Edward Snowden revealed the full extent of the spying programmes to the world in 2013,
even though many called for further reform pointing out that spying on foreigners was
untouched by this bill.
The Patriot Act‘s expiration effectively brought to an end the NSA‘s bulk dragnet
collection of telephone metadata relating to American citizens, executed under the Act‘s
notorious Section 215, and that included information on who called whom when, but not
the actual content of the call.
However, the USAFA still required such metadata collection by the major telecom
companies of the U.S., and authorities may access the information only with a warrant
from the shadowy Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act Court, after the NSA identifies a
specific person or group of people suspected of terror ties.

Large Hadron Collider restarts


The world‘s biggest particle smasher, Large Hadron Collider has restarted experiments
with nearly doubled energy levels in a key breakthrough.
 The tests at the European Organisation for Nuclear Research (CERN) came after a
sweeping two-year revamp of the collider and will help scientists to study fundamental
particles, the building blocks of all matter, and the forces that control them.
 During its next run, researchers will look for evidence of new physics and probe
supersymmetry — a theoretical concept informally dubbed Susy; seek explanations for
enigmatic dark matter and look for signs of extra dimensions.
Large Hadron Collider:
 The Large Hadron Collider (LHC) is the world‘s largest and most powerful particle
accelerator.
 Built by: European Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN)
 Aim: to allow physicists to test the predictions of different theories of particle physics and
high-energy physics, and particularly prove or disprove the existence of the theorized
Higgs boson and of the large family of new particles predicted by supersymmetric
theories.
 The LHC consists of a 27-kilometre ring of superconducting magnets with a number of
accelerating structures to boost the energy of the particles along the way.
Details:
 Inside the accelerator, two high-energy particle beams travel at close to the speed of light
before they are made to collide.
 The beams travel in opposite directions in separate beam pipes – two tubes kept at
ultrahigh vacuum. They are guided around the accelerator ring by a strong magnetic field
maintained by superconducting electromagnets.
 The electromagnets are built from coils of special electric cable that operates in a
superconducting state, efficiently conducting electricity without resistance or loss of
energy. This requires chilling the magnets to -3°C – a temperature colder than outer
space. For this reason, much of the accelerator is connected to a distribution system of
liquid helium, which cools the magnets, as well as to other supply services.
 Just prior to collision, another type of magnet is used to ―squeeze‖ the particles closer
together to increase the chances of collisions. The particles are so tiny that the task of
making them collide is akin to firing two needles 10 kilometres apart with such precision
that they meet halfway.
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The LHC tunnel is located 100 metres underground, in the region between the Geneva
International Airport and the nearby Jura mountains.

New demand by States could hit GST rollout


The States have demanded that the Centre compensate them fully for any loss of revenue
during the first five years of transition to the new GST tax regime. This is a setback to the
government‘s plan of rolling out the Goods and Services Tax (GST) by April 1, 2016.
 While, the Centre has proposed to compensate the States, fully for the first three years,
followed by three-fourths of the losses in the fourth year and half during the fifth.
Other demands by the states:
 They want the power to levy additional sales tax over and above the GST on tobacco and
tobacco products.
 Some States want the purchase tax be not subsumed in the GST. However, if it were to be
merged, then they should be awarded compensation for 15 years.
 The States have also raised concerns over the proposed provision of an additional 1% tax
over and above the GST, which the Centre offered as an assurance against apprehensions
of loss of revenue.
GST:
 The goods and services tax (GST) is a comprehensive value-added tax (VAT) on goods
and services. It is an indirect tax levied on manufacture, sale and consumption
of goods as well as services at a national level.
 Through a tax credit mechanism, this tax is collected on value-added goods and services
at each stage of sale or purchase in the supply chain.
 The system allows the set-off of GST paid on the procurement of goods and services
against the GST which is payable on the supply of goods or services. However, the end
consumer bears this tax as he is the last person in the supply chain.
 Experts say that GST is likely to improve tax collections and boost India‘s economic
development by breaking tax barriers between States and integrating India through a
uniform tax rate.
What are the benefits of GST?
 Under GST, the taxation burden will be divided equitably between manufacturing and
services, through a lower tax rate by increasing the tax base and minimizing exemptions.
 It is expected to help build a transparent and corruption-free tax administration. GST
will be is levied only at the destination point, and not at various points (from
manufacturing to retail outlets).
 Currently, a manufacturer needs to pay tax when a finished product moves out from a
factory, and it is again taxed at the retail outlet when sold.
How will it benefit the Centre and the States?
 It is estimated that India will gain $15 billion a year by implementing the Goods and
Services Tax as it would promote exports, raise employment and boost growth. It will
divide the tax burden equitably between manufacturing and services.
What are the benefits of GST for individuals and companies?
 In the GST system, both Central and State taxes will be collected at the point of sale. Both
components (the Central and State GST) will be charged on the manufacturing cost. This
will benefit individuals as prices are likely to come down. Lower prices will lead to more
consumption, thereby helping companies.
 The bill on GST, which will be the biggest tax reform after 1947, was introduced in the
Lok Sabha in December last year. A single rate of GST will replace central excise, state
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VAT, entertainment tax, octroi, entry tax, luxury tax and purchase tax on goods and
services to ensure seamless transfer of goods and services.

Law unclear if celebrities endorsing food products can be
prosecuted


The Maggi controversy has given rise to a new debate on the legal liability of celebrities
who endorse food products.
What the law says?
 There is no specific word in the Food Safety and Standards Act (FSSA) about the extent,
or lack, of liability or duty of care of the brand ambassador, who signs on to promote the
brand as its ‗face‘ and takes on the role of a marketing representative. Sections 24 and 53
of the 2006 Act deal specifically with advertisements.
 Section 24 (1) says in general terms that ―no advertisement shall be made of any food
which is misleading or deceiving or contravenes the provisions of this Act, the rules and
regulations made thereunder.‖ Here, it does not explain whether the term ―made‖ is only
confined to commissioning the advertisement or its actual making. In the latter case, a
brand ambassador does play a part.
 Subsection (2) of the same section says ―no person shall engage himself in any unfair
trade practice for the purpose of promoting the sale…‖ This clause does not specify who
the ―person‖ mentioned in it is, thus, making the ambit of the provision pliable.
 Clauses (a) (b) and (c) of subsection (2) holds this ―person‖ legally responsible for falsely
representing the standard and quality of the food product, its need and usefulness and
also for giving the public ―any guarantee of the efficacy that is not based on an adequate
or scientific justification.‖
Food Safety and Standards Act 2006:
 It was enacted in 2006 and the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare has been designated
as the nodal Ministry for administration and implementation of the Act.
 Act established an independent statutory Authority – the Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India with head office at Delhi.
FSSAI has been mandated by the FSS Act, 2006 for performing the following functions:
 Framing of Regulations to ‗lay down the Standards and guidelines‘ for articles of food
and specifying ‗appropriate system of enforcing‘ various standards so laid.
 Laying down mechanisms and guidelines for accreditation of certification bodies engaged
in certification of food safety management system for food businesses.
 Laying down procedure and guidelines for accreditation of laboratories and notification
of the accredited laboratories.
 To provide scientific advice and technical support to Central Government and State
Governments in the matters of framing the policy and rules in areas which have a direct
or indirect bearing of food safety and nutrition.
 Collect and collate data regarding food consumption, incidence and prevalence of
biological risk, contaminants in food, residues of various, and contaminants in foods
products, identification of emerging risks and introduction of rapid alert system.
 Creating an information network across the country so that the public, consumers,
Panchayats etc. receive rapid, reliable and objective information about food safety and
issues of concern.
 Provide training program for persons who are involved or intend to get involved in food
businesses.
 Contribute to the development of international technical standards for food, sanitary and
phyto-sanitary standards.
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Promote general awareness about food safety and food standards.

Half of mammals face habitat loss: ZSI


Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) recently published a book containing a consolidated
documentation and listing of all the scheduled or protected species of mammals found in
India.
 The book, An Identification Manual for Scheduled Mammals of India, provides
detailed information on scheduled mammals, their status as per IUCN (International
Union for Conservation of Nature) Red list of Threatened Species.
Mammalian fauna of India:
 India is home to 428 species of mammals out of which more than 60%— about 251
species — are under protected or scheduled categories of the Indian Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972.
 428 species of mammals in India contribute to about 8% of the total mammal species
found in the World.
 About 50% of mammalian fauna of India have shrunk in their distributional range due to
various anthropogenic pressures.
 Four mammal species — Cheetah, Banteng, Sumatran Rhinoceros and Javan Rhinoceros
— are extinct in India.
 Out of the 251 Schedule mammals species listed under the India Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972, about 180 fall under the ―lesser-known‖ category, and very little information is
available about their habitat, behaviour, and population.
 Around 78 species of mammals are included in Schedule I of Indian Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972, implying that highest priority is placed on the conservation of these animals in
the country.
 While the Schedule I mammals constitute well known species like tiger, elephant and
Indian rhinoceros, ―lesser known‖ species such as clouded leopard, snow leopard, gaur,
desert cat, Niligiri tahr, swamp deer, sloth bear and Tibetan, sand fox are also included in
the list.
 The mammals that fall in the ―Critically Endangered‖ category of the IUCN, according to
the book are: pygmy hog, Malabar civet, large rock rat and kondana rat.
 As per the IUCN status 29 mammals (such as, Chinese Pangolin, fishing cat, Gangetic
dolphin, golden langur, hispid hare etc.) in the country come under the ―endangered‖
category.
About ZSI:
 Established in 1961, it is a premier organisation in zoological research and studies. It was
established to promote the survey, exploration and research of the fauna in the region.
 The activities of the ZSI are coordinated by the Conservation and Survey Division in the
Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India.
Main objectives:
 Exploration and Survey of Faunal Resources
 Taxonomic Studies
 Status Survey of Endangered Species
 Publication of Results through Departmental Journals
 Publication of Fauna of India
 Maintenance and Development of National Zoological Collections
Red Data Book:
 Similar to the Red Data Book produced by IUCN, ZSI also releases a Red Data Book on
Indian Animals. It was first published in 1983.
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The ZSI also participates in the Indian Antarctic Program, since its inception in 1989.

India Signs Legal Agreement with the World Bank


The Loan and Project Agreements for World Bank (IBRD) assistance of US$ 400 million
for Tamil Nadu Sustainable Urban Development Project were signed between the
Government of India/ Government of Tamil Nadu and World Bank recently.
 The objective of the project is to improve urban services in participating Urban Local
Bodies (ULBs) in a financially sustainable manner and to pilot improved urban
management practices in selected cities.
 The total project size is US$ 600 million, out of which World Bank support is US$ 400
million.
The project consists of following three main components:
 Investment in Urban Services: The project will support improvement in range of urban
services, including water, sewerage, municipal solid waste, urban transportation,
sewerage management and storm water drainage. The project also envisages creation of a
reserve fund to provide credit enhancements for municipal bonds and other market
based Loan instruments issued by ULBs.
 Result Based Grants for Urban Governance: The project will provide results-based grants
to eligible ULBs to implement new urban-management models that strengthen
governance and financial sustainability.
 Urban Sector Technical Assistance: The project will support strengthening the capacity of
ULBs and urban sector officials.

Suit against Karnataka for polluting rivers


The Tamil Nadu government recently moved the Supreme Court, accusing the State of
Karnataka for dumping untreated sewage and industrial effluents in the Cauvery and
Pennaiyar rivers, considered life-giving water sources for Tamil Nadu.
Details:
 The Tamil Nadu government, in a suit for permanent and mandatory injunction, blamed
Karnataka for ―gross dereliction of duty as a welfare State under the Constitution‖ by
denying the people of Tamil Nadu the right to access clean water. It has also contended
that Karnataka government‘s inaction has become a threat to lives and crops in Tamil
Nadu.
 Tamil Nadu has sought the right to claim damages from Karnataka for discharging
polluted water into Tamil Nadu.
 The Kerala State government has made the Union also a party in the suit, saying it failed
in its legal and constitutional duty to ensure that Karnataka complied with its social
obligation and responsibility to comply with the prescribed standards before letting
effluents into rivers.
 The suit also quotes Karnataka‘s Minor Irrigation Minister as saying that around 889
million litres of sewage water enters Tamil Nadu through the Pinakini and South Pennar
river courses and the remaining sewage water flows to Cauvery through the Arkavathi
River on a daily basis into Tamil Nadu.
Cauvery River:
 Cauvery is a sacred river of southern India, rising on Brahmagiri Hill in the
Western Ghats in Coorg district of Karnataka state.
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It flows in a south-easterly direction for 765 km through Karnataka and Tamil Nadu
states across the Deccan Plateau, and descending the Eastern Ghats in a series of great
falls.
Before emptying into the Bay of Bengal south of Cuddalore, Tamil Nadu, it breaks into a
large number of distributaries forming a wide delta.
It is also known as ―Daksina Ganga‖ (But, River Godavari is widely considered as
Dakshin Ganga)
The Kaveri basin is estimated to be 81,155 square kms with many tributaries including
the Shimsha, the Hemavati, the Arkavati, Honnuhole, Lakshmana Tirtha, Kabini,
Bhavani River, the Lokapavani, the Noyyal and the Amaravati River.
The river‘s basin covers four states and Union Territories: Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Kerala and Puducherry.
After the river leaves the Kodagu hills and flows onto the Deccan plateau, it forms two
islands, Srirangapatna and Shivanasamudra in Karnataka. At Shivanasamudra the river
drops 98 metres (320 ft), forming the famous Shivanasamudra Falls known separately as
Gagana Chukki and Bhara Chukki. Asia‘s first hydroelectric plant (built in 1902)
was on the left falls and supplied power to the city of Bangalore.
Tamil Sangam literature (300BCE to 500CE) mentions the kaveri and Sri
Ranganathaswamy Temple.

Konkan Railway takes the green route


Konkan Railway Corporation Ltd. (KRCL) has replaced power-guzzling high pressure
sodium vapour (HPSV) lamps in its railway tunnels with light emitting diode (LED)
lamps, which were dedicated on the occasion of World Environment Day on June 5th.
 As many as 1.41 lakh LED bulbs have found a place in 91 tunnels of KRCL across coastal
Karnataka, Goa and Maharashtra.
 KRCL has said that with the installation of LED bulbs, the corporation has considerably
reduced carbon footprint thereby contributing to energy conservation and environment
preservation.
 Each 24 Watt LED bulb would consume just one-third of the energy used by 70 Watt
HPSV bulbs.
Konkan Railway: Quick Facts
 It is a railway line which runs along the Konkan coast of India between Mumbai and
Mangaluru.
 It was constructed and is operated by the Konkan Railway Corporation.
 It runs from Roha in Maharashtra till Thokur in Karnataka for a total distance of 741 km,
along the west coast of India and Western Ghats. It connects Maharashtra, Goa and
Karnataka States.
 The Konkan is a coastal strip of land bounded by the Sahyadri hills on the
east, and Arabian Sea on the west.

Nepal snow leopard gets a radio collar



Nepalese conservationists recently announced that they had successfully radio-collared a
second snow leopard nearKanchenjunga, the world‘s third highest mountain.
Data received from the satellite collar will enable conservationists to identify critical
habitats for the elusive species, including transboundary links across India and China.
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The collaring expedition was led by the government of Nepal in partnership with the
WWF, the National Trust for Nature Conservation, the Kanchenjunga Conservation Area
Project and citizen scientists from the local Snow Leopard Conservation Committee.
 The radio collaring was especially vital in helping identify snow leopard hotspots and
managing local logistics.
 There is an estimated 350 to 590 snow leopards in Nepal as per 2009 population data on
the species.
Snow Leopards – Quick Facts:
 They are listed as endangered on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.
 They inhabit alpine and subalpine zones at elevations from 3,000 to 4,500 m (9,800 to
14,800 ft). In the northern range countries, they also occur at lower elevations.
 The snow leopard is the National Heritage Animal of Pakistan.
 Their habitat extends through twelve countries: Afghanistan, Bhutan, China, India,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.
China contains as much as 60% of all snow leopard habitat areas.
 In India, their geographical range encompasses a large part of the western Himalayas
including the states of Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Sikkim
and Arunachal Pradesh in the eastern Himalayas.
 The snow leopard, like all big cats, is listed on Appendix I of the Convention on
International Trade of Endangered Species (CITES), which makes trading of animal body
parts (i.e., fur, bones and meat) illegal in signatory countries. It is also protected by
several national laws in its range countries.

World Environment Day






World Environment Day (WED) is the United Nations‘ principal vehicle for encouraging
worldwide awareness and action for the environment. It is run by the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP).
It is celebrated every year on June 5th. It was established by the United Nations General
Assembly in 1972 on the day that United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment began.
Over the years it has grown to be a broad, global platform for public outreach that is
widely celebrated by stakeholders in over 100 countries.
The theme for 2015 is ―Seven Billion Dreams. One Planet. Consume with Care.‖
Italy will serve as the host of the WED 2015.

G7 summit opens with tough line on Ukraine






The second G7 summit, hosted by German chancellor Angela Merkel, was recently
inaugurated. The summit will be attended by US President Barack Obama, British Prime
Minister David Cameron, French President Francois Hollande, Italian Prime Minister
Matteo Renzi, Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe.
Among other issues, the meeting will focus on the continued fighting in Ukraine and
sanctions on Russia, which U.S. and German leaders agreed should remain in place.
The meeting also focuses on global issues — from climate change and Islamist extremism
to women‘s rights, public health initiatives and the fight against poverty.
G7: The Group of Seven (G7) is an informal bloc of industrialized democracies–the
United States, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, and the United Kingdom–that
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meets annually to discuss issues such as global economic governance, international
security, and energy policy.

Tipaimukh project


Prime Minister Modi recently made it clear that the Indian government will not take any
unilateral decision on the Tipaimukh Hydro-Electric Power Project which may adversely
affect Bangladesh. This was stated in a joint declaration between Bangladesh and India.
 Bangladesh has been demanding to stop the construction of the Tipaimukh HydroElectric Power Project on the Barak River on the eastern edge of Bangladesh.
About Tipaimukh project:
 The project aims to construct a dam on the river Barak in Manipur, India.
 The purpose of the dam is flood control and hydroelectric power generation.
 It has been subject to repeated delays as the project developed, as there has been
controversy between India and Bangladesh over water rights, in addition to questions of
environmental effects of the huge project, as well as the need to relocate Manipuri people
to make way for a vast reservoir.
 Bangladeshis say that the massive dam will disrupt the seasonal rhythm of the river and
have an adverse effect on downstream agriculture and fisheries.
 The Tipaimukh area lies in an ecologically sensitive and topographically fragile region. It
is within one of the most seismically volatile regions on the planet.
 Green activists say that Tipaimukh area is a habitat of many endangered species
including barking deer, gibbons, leopards, grey sibia, serow and the rufous-necked
hornbill–the state bird of Manipur.
 Experts say that the construction of the proposed 1500 MW Tipaimukh Multipurpose
Hydroelectric Project (HEP) downstream of the confluence of river Barak and the Tuivai
in Manipur would lead to massive destruction of ecology.

Chennai temple yields more history


An inscription of the Chola emperor Rajendra I was recently discovered at the famous Sri
Parthasarathy Swamy temple at Triplicane, Tamil Nadu.
 The inscription offers a ―prasasthi‖, or eulogy, of Rajendra I, speaking of the fame of the
emperor, who ruled between AD 1012 and 1044, and his conquests of many lands
including in Vanavasi (Banavasi) and the present-day Kalaburgi region, both in
Karnataka, and so on.
 A mural depicting the Kurukshetra war, a row of horse-drawn chariots and fiercely
moustachioed charioteers, all battle-ready, was also discovered. The mural runs to many
metres, but had been inexplicably covered with plaster.
 These findings came to light while conservation work was taken up ahead of the Maha
Samprokshanam at the temple.
About Parthasarathy Swamy temple:
 It is an 8th-century Hindu Vaishnavite temple dedicated to the god Krishna, located at
Triplicane, Chennai, India. It was originally built by the Pallavas in the 8th century
by king Narasimhavarman I.
 The temple has five of the incarnations or avatars of Vishnu: Narasimhar, Ramar,
Varadaraja, Ranganathar and Krishna.
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The temple is glorified in the Divya Prabandha, the early medieval Tamil literature
canon of the Alvar saints from the 6th–9th centuries CE and is classified as among
the 108 Divya Desams dedicated to Vishnu.
The name ‗Parthasarathy‘, in Sanskrit, means the ‗charioteer of Arjuna‘, referring to
Krishna‘s role as a charioteer to Arjuna in the epic Mahabaratha.
The temple is replete with inscriptions of the Pallavas, the Cholas, the Pandyas and the
Vijayanagara kings.

India and Netherlands Signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)


A Memorandum of Understanding was arrived at between India and Netherlands for
development of vaccines.
 The MoU signed under ‗Make in India‘ initiative of Government of India will enable the
Bharat Immunologicals and Biologicals Corporation Ltd (BIBCOL), a Central PSU under
Department of Biotechnology, to develop Measles – Rubella vaccine at its plant at
Chola, Bulandshahr, U.P. Translational Vaccinology (INTRAVACC) a government-based
institute of the Netherlands will extend technical support for the development of vaccine.
 Under the MoU cooperation in development of other vaccines and biologicals with DBT
Research Institutes shall be explored.
 Bharat Immunologicals and Biological Corporation Limited (BIBCOL), Bulandshahar,
UP is a Central Public Sector Unit, under the Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of
Science & Technology, Government of India. BIBCOL was established as a PSU in 1989,
with the aim to achieve self-sufficiency for the nation with respect to production and
supply of high quality polio vaccine and other biologicals.
Measles:
 Measles is a highly contagious, serious disease caused by a virus. The disease remains
one of the leading causes of death among young children globally, despite the availability
of a safe and effective vaccine.
 Measles is caused by a virus in the paramyxovirus family and it is normally passed
through direct contact and through the air. It is an airborne disease. It may also be
spread through contact with saliva or nasal secretions.
 The virus infects the mucous membranes, and then spreads throughout the body.
Measles is a human disease and is not known to occur in animals.
 Approximately 145 700 people died from measles in 2013 – mostly children under the
age of 5.
 Initial signs and symptoms typically include fever, cough, runny nose, and red eyes. Two
or three days after the start of symptoms, small white spots may form inside the mouth,
known as Koplik‘s spots. A red, flat rash which usually starts on the face and then
spreads to the rest of the body typically begins three to five days after the start of
symptoms.
 Accelerated immunization activities have had a major impact on reducing measles
deaths. During 2000-2013, measles vaccination prevented an estimated 15.6 million
deaths. Global measles deaths have decreased by 75% from an estimated 544 200 in
2000 to 145 700 in 2013.
 Unvaccinated young children are at highest risk of measles and its complications,
including death. Unvaccinated pregnant women are also at risk. Any non-immune person
(who has not been vaccinated or was vaccinated but did not develop immunity) can
become infected.
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Delhi, Dhaka set boundary pact in motion


In a historic step towards improving ties, India and Bangladesh exchanged the
instruments of ratification of the Land Boundary Agreement recently, promising an end
to the ―stateless existence‖ of more than 50,000 people on both sides of the border.
About the land swap deal:
 The swap will involve handing over 17,000 acres of land to Bangladesh in return for
7,000 acres in 111 enclaves in West Bengal, Assam, Tripura and Meghalaya, and was first
decided under the 1974 Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) between India and
Bangladesh, but never ratified by Parliament.
 It will require an amendment to the Constitution (the 119th amendment) ratified by both
Houses of Parliament with a two-thirds majority.
 The deal relates to demarcation of boundary under the Land Boundary Agreement
between the two countries.
How will it affect the existing citizens?
 The number of people to be involved in the whole swap is approximately 52,000, of
which about 15,000 are on the Indian side of the border.
 Under this agreement, the enclave residents could continue to reside at their present
location or move to the country of their choice.

No more horse-driven carriages in Mumbai: HC


Terming illegal the use of horse carriages for joyrides, the Bombay High Court recently
banned them in Mumbai and directed the authorities to phase them out in one year.
What else has the Court said?
 The Court also said that no wheeled vehicle hired for joyrides could be used for public
conveyance. Therefore, no licences can be granted for the victorias or carriages drawn or
propelled by the horses in Mumbai.
 The court further said that the carriages did not fall in the category of ―public
conveyance‖ under the Bombay Public Conveyance Act 1920, and were only meant for
joyrides.
What about those families whose livelihoods were dependent on these carriages?
 The court has directed the State to identify the number of families whose livelihoods
were connected with the running of horse carriages and come up with schemes for their
rehabilitation by December 2015. The government would also have to formulate schemes
for rehabilitation of the animals. There are approximately 700 families operating the
business.
 After the expiry of the one-year period, the Mumbai Corporation would have to close
down all the stables meant for horses and ponies and take action under the provisions of
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act.
 The decision came based on the petition which said the horses were forced to overwork.

Exhibition takes a journey to the roots of Jamini Roy‘s art



Jamini Roy, the eminent Bengali artist, counted among the early modernists of twentieth
century Indian art, is being featured in a new exhibition in Mumbai at the National
Gallery of Modern Art.
Titled ‗Jamini Roy (1887 – 1972): Journey to the Roots‘, the exhibition is curated
by art historian and comprises 200 artworks that chart the development of the artist‘s
unique aesthetic and visual language.
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About Jamini Roy:
 He was born in 1887 in Beliatore village in Bankura, West Bengal.
 He was among the significant Indian artists to forge a visual style that was both modern
in its sensibilities and resolutely Indian.
 He was trained in European naturalism.
 Roy adopted the simplification of the forms, the bold, flat colours and the medium,
material and themes of local folk paintings.
 He discarded expensive canvas and oil paint and opted for the more inexpensive material
and medium of the folk artist.
 He rendered images from Ramayana and Krishna Lila. He painted ordinary men and
women from the village, reinventing popular images from the patua‘s repertoire.
 Jamini Roy restricted his palette to seven colours- Indian red, yellow ochre, cadmium
green, vermillion, grey, blue and white. These were mostly earthy or mineral colours.
 The Santhals, tribal people who live in the rural districts of Bengal, were an important
subject for Roy.
 A series of works done a decade before World War II is a prime example of how he
captured the qualities that are a part of native folk painting and combined them with
those of his own.
 He fused the minimal brush strokes of the Kalighat style with elements of tribal art from
Bengal (like that of the terracotta work found in the Bishnupur temple, where terracotta
was often composed into elaborate, decorative units over portals and across exterior
walls of the temples).

Centre eases process to declare wildlife vermin


Increasing man-animals conflict that causes damage to crops and other human property
has led the Union ministry of environment, forest and climate change (MoEFCC) to ask
states to send proposals to declare wild animals vermin for specified period in a given
area.
Implications:
 Once declared vermin, that particular species can be hunted or culled without
restriction.
 If implemented, it will apply to wild animals listed in various Schedules of the
Wildlife Protection Act (WPA) 1972, other than Schedule I & Part II of
Schedule II that lists most endangered and iconic species like tigers,
leopards, and elephants.
 MoEFCC has asked states to send proposals to declare wild animals or herds of them as
vermin if they have become dangerous to human life or property, or if they have become
so disabled or diseased as to be beyond recovery. While declaring animals as vermin,
officials will not have to give any justification to hunt them as is the case with Schedule I
animals like tigers and leopards.
 Problems associated:
 Officials and environmentalists fear that protected species could be hunted in the name
of eliminating vermin. They point out it is not easy for field staff to differentiate meat of
chital from nilgai‘s or wild boar.
Existing legal provisions for objective management of man-animal conflict:
 Section 11(1)a of the Wildlife Protection Act (WPA) authorizes chief wildlife warden to
permit hunting of any problem wild animal only if it cannot be captured, tranquillized or
translocated.
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For wild animals in Schedule II, III or IV, chief wildlife warden or authorized officers can
permit their hunting in a specified area if they have become dangerous to humans or
property (including standing crops on any land).
Section 62 of Act empowers Centre to declare wild animals other than Schedule I & II to
be vermin for specified area and period.
To mitigate man-animal conflict outside the protected areas (PAs), the Centre has also
sought proposals to grant aid to deal with conflict as part of the annual plan of operations
under the centrally sponsored scheme (CSS) for Integrated Development of Wildlife
Habitats (IDWH).
The issue has come up amid pressure from politicians who have been raising man-animal
conflict in Parliament, specially the problem of crop depredation by wild boars and
nilgais.

Cyclone Ashobaa: Weather department issues warning to
fishermen in Gujarat




The deep depression over east- central Arabian Sea has further intensified into a cyclonic
storm ―Ashobaa―. The weather department has issued a warning to fishermen along the
Gujarat coast, which is expected to receive heavy rainfall in the next 48 hours.
The depression is at about 590 km west-southwest of Mumbai.
The cyclone is gradually moving away towards Oman. Thus, it won‘t have much impact
on India. However, strong winds and heavy rainfall would make the sea conditions very
rough.


Naming of Cyclones:
 The North Indian Ocean region tropical cyclones are being named since October
2004. The region, comprising Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Myanmar, Oman, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka and Thailand, each of them suggest seven names. The names given by the
countries are used alphabetically one after the another.
 The name Ashobaa was given by Sri Lanka.
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The name of the cyclone that comes after Ashobaa, whenever that happens, will be
Komen, and this name has been given by Thailand.
The last cyclone ‗Nilofar‗ was suggested by Pakistan.

Nepal parties reach long-awaited deal


Nepal‘s rival political parties have struck a historic agreement to end years of deadlock
on a new constitution that will divide the country into eight provinces. This paves the way
for a new federal structure.
Background:
 Nepal‘s lawmakers began work on a new national constitution in 2008 following a
decade-long Maoist insurgency that left an estimated 16,000 people dead and brought
down the monarchy.
 But the political parties were unable to reach agreement and the resulting uncertainty left
Nepal in a state of political limbo.
 However, the agreement has left the crucial issue of the provincial borders unresolved —
an omission which critics said would create future problems.
Details of the agreement:
 Under the deal, Nepal will continue with its current system of national governance which
includes an executive Prime Minister and ceremonial President.
 A new federal commission will be tasked with drawing up internal borders and submit a
proposal for approval in Parliament.
 The agreement includes a commitment to hold the country‘s first local elections since
1997.

Sri Lankan Cabinet clears new electoral system


The Sri Lankan Cabinet has finalised the broad contours of the proposed 20th
Constitutional Amendment on electoral reforms.
 This has left many smaller parties surprised and disappointed.
Details:
 According to this decision, there will be no change in the size of Parliament. It will
remain at 225. This was the major change from what was proposed earlier.
 Unlike in the present system of proportional representation (PR), the proposed scheme
marks a combination of the First Past The Post (FPTP) and PR. Of the total number of
225 seats, it had been decided to earmark 125 seats for FPTP and 100 seats for PR. Again,
75 seats out of 100 would be filled through members representing electoral districts while
the remaining 25 seats would be set apart for the national list.
Sri Lankan political system: Basics The government of Sri Lanka is a semi-presidential system determined by the Sri Lankan
Constitution.
 The President, directly elected for a six-year term, is head of state, head of government,
and commander in chief of the armed forces.
 The election occurs under the Sri Lankan form of the contingent vote.
 Responsible to Parliament for the exercise of duties under the constitution and laws, the
president may be removed from office by a two-thirds vote of Parliament with the
concurrence of the Supreme Court.
 The President appoints and heads a cabinet of ministers responsible to Parliament.
 The President‘s deputy is the prime minister, who leads the ruling party in Parliament.
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A parliamentary no-confidence vote requires dissolution of the cabinet and the
appointment of a new one by the President.

S. Korea reports 7th MERS death


South Korea has reported its seventh death from Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
(MERS).
 Eight new infections brought the total number of cases to 95 in the largest outbreak
outside Saudi Arabia, following the diagnosis of the first patient back on May 20.
 The virus has caused widespread public anxiety and led to a plunge in cinema ticket sales
and dwindling attendance at baseball games and other public events.
About Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS):
 It is a viral respiratory disease caused by a novel coronavirus (MERS‐CoV) that was first
identified in Saudi Arabia in 2012. Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that can
cause diseases ranging from the common cold to Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS).
 Typical MERS symptoms include fever, cough and shortness of breath. Pneumonia is
common, but not always present. Gastrointestinal symptoms, including diarrhoea, have
also been reported.
 Although the majority of human cases of MERS have been attributed to human-tohuman infections, camels are likely to be a major reservoir host for MERS-CoV and an
animal source of MERS infection in humans. However, the exact role of camels in
transmission of the virus and the exact route of transmission are unknown.
 Camels have been shown to have antibodies to MERS-CoV, but the exact source of
infection in camels has not been identified.
 The virus does not seem to pass easily from person to person unless there is close
contact, such as occurs when providing unprotected care to a patient.
 As of now, there is no vaccine available to prevent it.

Songbird may be eaten to extinction


According to a study, Songbird in Europe and Asia is being hunted to near extinction
because of Chinese eating habits.
 The study said that the population of the yellow-breasted bunting has plunged by 90%
since 1980, all but disappearing from eastern Europe, Japan and parts of Russia.
 China in 1997 banned the hunting of the species, known there as the ―rice bird―.
 The study says that the consumption of these birds has increased as a result of economic
growth and prosperity in East Asia, with an estimate in 2001 claiming one million
buntings were consumed in China‘s Guangdong province alone.
About Songbird:
 A songbird is a bird belonging to the clade Passeri of the perching birds
(Passeriformes).
 This group contains some 4,000 species found all over the world, in which the vocal
organ typically is developed in such a way as to produce a diverse and elaborate bird
song.
 Songbirds form one of the two major lineages of extant perching birds, the other being
the Tyranni which are most diverse in the Neotropics and absent from many parts of the
world.
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Songbirds are alike in having the vocal organ highly developed, though not all use it to
melodious effect.

AC restaurants alone can levy service tax: Govt




The Ministry of Finance has clarified that only restaurants and eating places that
have air-conditioning can charge service tax. And the tax will be levied on only
40% of the amount charged.
Restaurants, eating joints or messes which do not have air-conditioning or central airheating in any part of the establishment are exempt from service tax.
Service Tax in India is an indirect tax paid on services provided in the country. According
to Finance Act 1994, all service providers of the country except in J&K have to pay service
tax. Current service tax is 14%. This tax would be applicable on services except the
negative list of services. It is levied by the central government.

Ordinance to help litigants in cheque bounce cases


The Union cabinet recently cleared an ordinance which would help lakhs of persons
battling cheque bounce cases far away from their place.
 This is the 14th ordinance of the Modi government in a little over a year.
 In view of the urgency to create a suitable legal framework for determination of the place
of jurisdiction for trying cases of dishonour of cheques under section 138 of the
Negotiable Instruments Act, the Government has decided to amend the law through
the Negotiable instruments (Amendment) Ordinance, 2015.
The Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Ordinance, 2015:
 The ordinance will amend the Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881.
 It will enable filing of cheque bounce cases in the place where the cheque was presented
for clearance or payment and not the place of issue. It provides for filing of cases only
by a court within whose local jurisdiction the bank branch of the payee, where the payee
delivers the cheque for payment is situated.
 It has been provided that if more than one prosecution is filed against the same drawer of
cheques before different courts, upon the said fact having been brought to the notice of
the court, the court shall transfer the case to the court having jurisdiction as per the new
scheme of jurisdiction.
 The main objective of the ordinance is to ensure that a fair trial is conducted keeping in
view the interests of the complainant by clarifying the territorial jurisdiction for trying
the cases for dishonour of cheques.
 The Supreme Court, in 2014, had passed a judgment that if a cheque was received from
someone and it bounces, then the jurisdiction for initiating action lies in the State where
it was issued. However, this judgment was not payee-friendly and hence the government
had to come out with this solution.
Benefits:
 The clarification of jurisdictional issues may be desirable from the equity point of view as
this would be in the interests of the complainant and would also ensure a fair trial.
 The clarity on jurisdictional issue for trying the cases of cheque bouncing would increase
the credibility of the cheque as a financial instrument.
 This would help the trade and commerce in general and allow the lending institution,
including banks, to continue to extend financing to the economy, without the
apprehension of the loan default on account of bouncing of a cheque.
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Section 138 of the NI Act:
 The Section 138 of the NI Act deals with the offence pertaining to dishonour of cheque
for insufficiency, etc., of funds in the drawers account on which the cheque is drawn for
the discharge of any legally enforceable debt or other liability.
 It provides for penalties in case of dishonour of cheques due to insufficiency of funds in
the account of the drawer of the cheque.
 The object of the NI Act is to encourage the usage of cheque and enhancing the credibility
of the instrument so that the normal business transactions and settlement of liabilities
could be ensured.
 The Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Bill, 2015 was introduced in Lok Sabha in
May, 2015 and was passed by Lok Sabha. However, since the Rajya Sabha was adjourned
sine die on 13th May, 2015, the Bill could not be discussed and passed by that House and
the Bill could not be enacted.
 Sources: The Hindu, PIB, BS.

INS Vikrant undocked at Cochin shipyard


The maiden indigenous aircraft carrier INS Vikrant was undocked recently at the
State-owned Cochin shipyard. The undocking is part of the second phase of work on the
carrier, which is expected to be over by 2017.
INS Vikrant:
 The basic design of the indigenous aircraft carrier was done by the Indian Navy‘s
Directorate of Naval Design, which was developed into detailed design by the design
team of CSL.
 It will be India‘s largest aircraft carrier after induction.
 The successful completion of the aircraft carrier puts India in the elite group of four
nations – the US, Russia, the UK and France – in the world capable of designing and
constructing aircraft carriers.

Motor Vehicle Agreement


The Union Cabinet has approved signing of the Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and
Nepal (BBIN) Motor Vehicle Agreement for the Regulation of Passenger,
Personal and Cargo Vehicular Traffic amongst BBIN.
 The agreement will be signed on 15th June at the BBIN Transport Minister‘s meeting in
Thimpu, Bhutan. This agreement is similar to the SAARC Motor Vehicle Agreement
(MVA) draft with minor changes.
 Each participating country will bear its own costs arising from implementation of this
agreement.
Benefits:
 Signing of the BBIN agreement will promote safe, economical efficient and
environmentally sound road transport in the sub-region and will further help each
country in creating an institutional mechanism for regional integration.
 BBIN countries will be benefited by mutual cross border movement of passenger and
goods for overall economic development of the region.
 The people of the four countries will benefit through seamless movement of goods and
passenger across borders.
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Bimal Roy, statistical institute chief, sacked


Accusing him of indiscipline and expressing apprehension that he may indulge in acts of
administrative and financial impropriety, the ministry of statistics and programme
implementation has removed Bimal Roy as director of Indian Statistical Institute (ISI).
 He was conferred with the Padma Shri award this year.
 Roy‘s term as the head of the ISI was set to expire in July.
 He has been replaced by director-designate Sanghmitra Bandyopadhyay who was
scheduled to take charge on August 1.
About Indian Statistical Institute:
 Indian Statistical Institute (ISI)is an academic institute of national importance as
recognised by a 1959 act of the Indian parliament.
 It grew out of the Statistical Laboratory set up by Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis in
Presidency College, Kolkata.
 Established in 1931, this public university of India is one of the oldest and most
prestigious institutions focused on statistics.
 The institute is now considered as one of the foremost centres in the world for training
and research in Statistics and related sciences.
 ISI has its headquarters in Baranagar, a suburb of Kolkata, West Bengal. It has four
subsidiary centres focused in academics at Delhi, Bangalore, Chennai and Tezpur, and a
branch at Giridih.
 Primary activities of ISI are research and training of Statistics, development of
theoretical Statistics and its applications in various natural and social sciences.
 Originally affiliated with the University of Calcutta, the institute was declared an
institute of national importance in 1959, through an act of Indian
parliament, Indian Statistical Institute act, 1959.
 ISI functions under the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MOSPI) of the Government of India.
 Key areas of expertise of ISI are Statistics, Mathematics, Computer science, quantitative
Economics, Operations Research and Information Science and it is one of the few
research oriented Indian schools offering courses at both the undergraduate and
graduate level.
 P C Mahalanobis, the founder of ISI, was deeply influenced by wisdom and guidance of
Rabindranath Tagore and Brajendranath Seal. Under his leadership, the institute
initiated and promoted the interaction of Statistics with natural and social sciences to
advance the role of Statistics as a key technology by explicating the twin aspects – its
general applicability and its dependence on other disciplines for its own development.

PM reviews progress of Swachh Bharat Mission




Prime Minister Modi recently reviewed the progress of the Swachh Bharat Mission at a
high-level meeting attended by officials of the Urban Development Ministry, the
Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Ministry, the NITI Aayog and the PMO.
The Prime Minister said that spiritual leaders should be associated with this initiative,
especially during major congregational events such as the Jagannath Yatra in Odisha and
the Kumbh Mela in Uttar Pradesh.
He also called for leveraging the huge interest that the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan has
generated among the Indian diaspora.
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The Prime Minister also said that motivational incentives such as awards should be
instituted to give a boost to flagship government schemes requiring people‘s
participation.
 To promote awareness about these schemes in rural areas, he suggested that quiz
competitions be held among students.
About Swachh Bharat Mission:
 It was officially launched on 2 October 2014 and is India‘s biggest ever cleanliness drive.
 The mission seeks to achieve clean India and aims to provide access to toilets to all
households in the country.
Objectives of the mission:
 Eliminate open defecation,
 Conversion of insanitary toilets to pour flush toilets,
 Eradication of manual scavenging,
 100% collection and scientific processing/disposal reuse/recycle of Municipal Solid
Waste,
 To bring about a behavioral change in people regarding healthy sanitation practices,
 Generate awareness among the citizens about sanitation and its linkages with public
health.
 Strengthening of urban local bodies to design, execute and operate systems,
 To create enabling environment for private sector participation in Capital Expenditure
and Operation & Maintenance (O&M) costs.
The components of the programme are:
 Construction of individual sanitary latrines for households below the poverty line with
subsidy (80%) where demand exists.
 Conversion of dry latrines into low-cost sanitary latrines.
 Construction of exclusive village sanitary complexes for women providing facilities for
hand pumping, bathing, sanitation and washing on a selective basis where there is not
adequate land or space within houses and where village panchayats are willing to
maintain the facilities.
 Setting up of sanitary marts.
 Total sanitation of villages through the construction of drains, soakage pits, solid and
liquid waste disposal.
 Intensive campaign for awareness generation and health education to create a felt need
for personal, household and environmental sanitation facilities

A.P. petitions CWC against two TS projects


The Andhra Pradesh Government has petitioned the Central Water Commission to
restrain the Telangana government from undertaking any activity that was contrary to
the mandate of AP Reorganisation Act, 2014.
 In a letter to the CWC Chairman, the AP Government, referred to Telangana taking up
Palamaru Rangareddy and Nakkalagandi lift irrigation schemes on the surplus
Krishna waters and said that unilaterally proceeding with any new project, pending
adjudication of the references by Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal-II, without approval
by Krishna River Management Board and the Apex Council will be tantamount to
violation of principles laid down in the Act.
About Central Water Commission:
 It is a premier Technical Organization of India in the field of Water Resources and is
presently functioning as an attached office of the Ministry of Water
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of India.
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The Commission is entrusted with the general responsibilities of initiating, coordinating
and furthering in consultation of the State Governments concerned, schemes for control,
conservation and utilization of water resources throughout the country, for purpose of
Flood Control, Irrigation, Navigation, Drinking Water Supply and Water Power
Development.
Central Water Commission CWC is headed by a Chairman, with the status of Ex-Officio
Secretary to the Government of India.

Mansarovar yatra begins


The Kailash Mansarovar yatra, undertaken annually by hundreds of pilgrims, recently
began. Over 13,500 people have undertaken the yatra since its inception in 1981. Last
year, a record 910 pilgrims undertook the yatra.
 However, with an alternative route to Kailash Mansarovar via Nathu La in
Sikkim agreed upon by Chinese President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, last year, it is feared that the number of pilgrims undertaking the yatra from the
Uttarakhand route will come down.
Kailash Manasarovar Yatra:
 Kailash Mansarovar Yatra (KMY) is known for its religious importance, cultural
significance and arduous nature. The trek through high altitudes in freezing temperature
entails hard labour and courting danger. The annual pilgrimage holds religious
importance for Hindus, Jains and Buddhists.
 Yatra involves trekking at high altitudes of up to 19,500 feet, under inhospitable
conditions, including extreme cold and rugged terrain. It may prove hazardous for those
who are not physically and medically fit.
 Mansarovar Lake is located at an altitude of 14,950 ft (4,558 m) is said to be the highest
freshwater lake in the world. It is located in the Tibet Autonomous Region, China, 940
kilometres (580 mi) from Lhasa. To the west of it is Lake Rakshastal and to the north is
Mount Kailash.
 The yatra is organized by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) annually. The Yatra is
organized in close cooperation with the Government of the People‘s Republic of China.
State Governments of Uttarakhand, Sikkim and Delhi, and Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) and Kumaon Mandal Vikas Nigam Limited (KMVN) are other major Indian
partners of the Ministry in organizing the Yatra.

Debroy panel wants Railways to embrace liberalisation


An official committee, headed by NITI Aayog member Bibek Debroy, has recommended a
whole set of reforms, including entry of private players into the Railways, and separation
of offline activities from the core business.
 The committee has said that there is a need to explore varied methods of financing and
also increase utilisation of available resources.
Important recommendations made by the committee:
 It has proposed separation of activities like running of hospitals, schools, catering, real
estate development, manufacturing of locomotives, coaches and wagons from the core
business of running trains.
 The committee has said that state governments should be asked to entirely fund the
Government Railway Police (GRP) and the general managers should have the freedom to
choose between private security guards and RPF for security on trains.
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It has recommended establishment of an independent regulator — Railway Regulatory
Authority of India. It lays down a five-year roadmap to evolve a statutory rail regulator,
scrap the Rail Budget and make room for more players in an ―open access‖ regime which
turns the Railways into just another train-service provider in the country.
The panel says that the Regulator will work under the policy framed by the Ministry,
while the present Railway Board will become a board of Indian Railways — the
government-run operator — alone. The Regulator can recommend fare revisions but
these will not be binding on the Railway Ministry leaving scope, presumably, for the
political dispensation of the day to take a call.
The report envisages the creation of a Railway Ministry eventually with at least three
Secretary-level officers to lay down policy for the rail sector.

INSTC members discuss dry runs along Caspian Sea










With an eye on enhanced trade opportunities, 13 members of the International
North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC)recently reviewed the status of the dry
run study between India, Iran and Russia via the Caspian Sea.
The international transport corridor is expected to substantially reduce cargo
transportation time between India and Central Asia and Russia.
The dry run between Nhava Sheva (Mumbai) – Bandar Abbas (Iran) – Baku (Azerbaijan)
and Nhava Sheva – Bandar Abbas (Iran) – Amirabad (Iran) – Astrakhan (Russia) via the
Caspian Sea was conducted in August last year.
Once the North-South Corridor becomes operational, India will have better connectivity
with Russia, bringing down the freight rates.
India, which recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Iran for the
development of the Chabahar port which is its anticipated gateway to Afghanistan, is
keen to tap the trading potential with countries in the region and has been pushing for
providing connectivity.
The International North–South Transport Corridor is the ship, rail, and road route for
moving freight between India, Russia, Iran, Europe and Central Asia. The route primarily
involves moving freight from India, Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia via ship, rail and road.
The objective of the corridor is to increase trade connectivity between major cities such
as Mumbai, Moscow, Tehran, Baku, Bandar Abbas, Astrakhan, Bandar Anzali and etc.

The Caspian Sea, surrounded by the five littoral countries, is the largest landlocked body of water on earth. The isolation of the Caspian basin, its climate and its
sea characteristics like salinity gradients, have created a unique ecological system. The
coastlines of the Caspian are shared by Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Russia, and
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Turkmenistan. The Caspian Sea, like the Aral Sea, Black Sea, and Lake Urmia, is a
remnant of the ancient Paratethys Sea.

Telangana staff to pay if they delay projects


The Telangana government announced its maiden industrial policy recently with a
unique feature — Right to Clearance, on the lines of Right to Information, for
industrial projects. No country has such a policy.
What is Right to Clearance?
 The Right to Clearance is intended to convey a message that the government is
determined to create an ecosystem in which ease of doing business ―matches and even
exceeds the best global standards‖.
 It enables an applicant to know the reasons for the delay in clearance. For every day of
delay in clearance, the State will fine the official concerned Rs. 1,000.
 This feature, along with the government‘s policy of ―minimum inspection, maximum
facilitation‖, with single-window clearance and automatic renewals, besides encouraging
self-certification, has caught the attention of the captains of industry.

Smart cities scheme to take off on June 25


India has asked all the countries keen on partnering with it in the ‗smart cities‘ initiative
to ready the blueprints for the projects they want to undertake, to avoid delay in
execution.
 The scheme is expected to be announced along with the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation
and Urban Transformation on June 25.
 So far, 14 countries had shown interest in sharing their expertise in building components
that are prerequisites for a smart city. Denmark is the latest to join the list of countries
that have offered know-how in building smart cities
Smart City Mission:
 The Union Cabinet had in April, 2015 cleared the Smart Cities Mission — under which
100 smart cities would be built.
 Aim of the Mission: The aim of the mission is to more efficiently utilise available assets,
resources and infrastructure to enhance quality of urban life and provide a clean and
sustainable environment.
Selection of the Cities:
 Cities to be developed will be selected through a ‗competition‘ intended to ascertain their
ability to achieve mission objectives. Each state will shortlist a number of smart city
aspirants, which will prepare proposals for the Centre.
 Each selected city would get central assistance of Rs 100 crore per year for five years.
 To begin about 20 cities would be selected after the state governments come forward
with names of cities they want nominated.
 There will be special emphasis on participation of citizens in prioritising and planning
urban interventions.
Implementation:
 The Mission will be implemented through ‗area based‘ approach, which includes
retrofitting, redevelopment, pan-city initiatives and development of new cities.
 Under retrofitting, deficiencies in an identified area will be addressed through necessary
interventions.
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Redevelopment enables reconstruction of an area that is already built but not amenable
for any interventions.
Pan-city components could be interventions like intelligent transport solutions that
benefits residents by reducing commuting time.
The focus will be on core infrastructure services like adequate and clean water supply,
sanitation and solid waste management, efficient urban mobility and public
transportation, affordable housing for the poor, power supply, robust IT connectivity,
governance, especially e-governance, and citizen participation.

4,300 from Afghan, Pak get citizenship


The central government recently said that it had granted citizenship to about 4,300
Hindu and Sikh refugees from Pakistan and Afghanistan in the last one year.This isnearly
four times the number granted to such persons in the preceding five years under UPA-II.
 Officials say there are about two lakh Hindu and Sikh refugees from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan living in India.During the entire tenure of UPA-II, they said
the total number of citizenships granted to such persons was only 1,023.
Other details:
 In the last one year, nearly 19,000 refugees have been given long-term visas in Madhya
Pradesh. Around 11,000 long-term visas were given in Rajasthan and 4,000 long-term
visas were given in Gujarat.
 There are about 400 Pakistani Hindu refugee settlements in cities like Jodhpur,
Jaisalmer, Bikaner and Jaipur. Hindu refugees from Bangladesh mostly live in West
Bengal and north-eastern States. Sikh refugees mostly live in Punjab, Delhi and
Chandigarh.
 In April, the Home Ministry had rolled out an online system for submission of Long
Term Visa applications and for its processing by various agencies. The decision has been
taken to address the difficulty being faced by Hindu and Sikh minorities of Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan who had come with the intention of settling permanently in
India.
 The government had, in july 2014, relaxed the norm mandating online submission of
applications in view of the difficulties faced by such applicants.Under the simplified
process, the centre had allowed those who had fled Pakistan or Afghanistan, citing
religious persecution, prior to 31 December 2009, to apply for Indian citizenship.And,
children belonging to minority communities, who entered India on their parents‘
passport, were also allowed to apply without a passport for grant of the Indian
citizenship after regularisation of their stay in India.
 The Centre had also set up a task force to expedite pending citizenship requests from
nearly one lakh Hindu and Sikh refugees from Pakistan and Bangladesh in september
2014.
 Indian citizenship can be acquired by birth, descent, registration and
naturalization. For conditions and procedure for acquisition of Indian citizenship,
refer: http://indiancitizenshiponline.nic.in/acquisition1.htm.

‗Mandatory warning won‘t make alcohol unsafe‘


The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has come out with the draft
norms amid safety concerns over Maggi recall.
Details of the proposals:
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FSSAI has proposed that alcoholic beverages, pan masala and supari need not be treated
as unsafe food for recall just because they carry the mandatory warning that their
consumption is injurious to health. It said the mandatory warning ‗consumption of
alcohol/pan masala/supari is injurious to health‘ may not make them liable for recall,
―unless the beverage or food is determined unsafe as per the classification of recall
making it injurious to health or even causing death.‖
 FSSAI has proposed regulations for recall process with the objective to guide the food
business operators on how to carry out a recall process. ‗Food under recall‘ means the
specific lot or batch or code number of food item, which has been determined by the food
authority or food safety commissioners of States/UTs as unsafe food causing injury or
liable to cause injury to health or even death.
 FSSAI has said that the primary responsibility of recalling the unsafe food lies
with the manufacturer, importer or company engaged in wholesale supply
or the brand owner of the food product. A food business operator engaged in the
manufacturing, importation and wholesale supply of food shall initiate a recall process at
any time to fulfil its responsibility to protect public health from food that is unsafe for the
consumer.
 In case of a recall, the food business operator also need to submit the plan for that unsafe
product. A recall plan must be available in writing and shall be made available to the
Food Authority or the commissioner of Food Safety of the State/UT, as the case may be,
on request.
 The food business operator shall comply with the plan it has developed when it recalls
food and the recall plan shall be integrated into his business. It shall also be part of the
annual audit of the food business.
About FSSAI:
 The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has been established under
Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 which consolidates various acts & orders that have
hitherto handled food related issues in various Ministries and Departments.
 It was created for laying down science based standards for articles of food and to regulate
their manufacture, storage, distribution, sale and import to ensure availability of safe and
wholesome food for human consumption.
 Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India is the Administrative Ministry
for the implementation of FSSAI.
 The Chairperson and Chief Executive Officer of Food Safety and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) are appointed by Government of India.
 The Chairperson is in the rank of Secretary to Government of India.
Important functions performed by the authority:
 Framing of Regulations to lay down the Standards and guidelines in relation to articles of
food and specifying appropriate system of enforcing various standards thus notified.
 Laying down mechanisms and guidelines for accreditation of certification bodies engaged
in certification of food safety management system for food businesses.
 Laying down procedure and guidelines for accreditation of laboratories and notification
of the accredited laboratories.
 To provide scientific advice and technical support to Central Government and State
Governments in the matters of framing the policy and rules in areas which have a direct
or indirect bearing of food safety and nutrition .
 Collect and collate data regarding food consumption, incidence and prevalence of
biological risk, contaminants in food, residues of various, contaminants in foods
products, identification of emerging risks and introduction of rapid alert system.
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Creating an information network across the country so that the public, consumers,
Panchayats etc receive rapid, reliable and objective information about food safety and
issues of concern.
Provide training programmes for persons who are involved or intend to get involved in
food businesses.

More housewives committing suicide, NCRB records show


Recently released data by the National Crime Records Bureau shows that fifteen people
commit suicide every hour in India. Of these, around 17% are housewives.
 The NCRB divides the total suicides into 10 professional categories — housewife, service
(government), service (private), public sector undertaking, student, unemployed, selfemployed (business activity), farming/agriculture activity, retired and others.
Other details:
 The data shows that 1.3 lakh people committed suicide in 2013. Among suicides by
women, a whopping 51.4% are committed by housewives (almost 23,000).
 The previous Census in 2011 recorded that 52% of India‘s population married at least
once. The 2013 NCRB data shows that a whopping 76 per cent of all suicides are by
people who have married at least once.
 According to some experts, the stress and pressures faced by housewives are a leading
cause of suicide. This problem is exacerbated by modern lifestyles and occupations. To
compound this problem, social stigma surrounding mental illness, or even the perception
of mental illness, makes it next to impossible for the women to seek professional help.
 Suicide by farmers makes up 3% of all suicides.

Comet probe Philae wakes up


Europe‘s tiny robot lab Philae, hurtling through space on the back of a comet, has sent
home its first message in nearly seven months. Scientists have said that Philae may soon
resume science work, opening up a new chapter in its exhilarating voyage.
 Philae touched down on the comet on November 12 after an epic 10-year trek
piggybacking on Rosetta.
Philae:
 Philae ‘s mission was to land successfully on the surface of a comet, attach itself, and
transmit data from the surface about the comet‘s composition. It is a robotic European
Space Agency lander.It landed on comet 67P/Churyumov–Gerasimenko, more than ten
years after departing Earth.
 The mission seeks to unlock the long-held secrets of comets — primordial clusters of ice
and dust that scientists believe may reveal how the Solar System was formed.
 The scientific goals of the mission focus on ―elemental, isotopic, molecular and
mineralogical composition of the cometary material, the characterization of physical
properties of the surface and subsurface material, the large-scale structure and the
magnetic and plasma environment of the nucleus.‖
 Sensors on the lander will measure the density and thermal properties of the surface, gas
analyzers will help detect and identify any complex organic chemicals that might be
present, while other tests will measure the magnetic field and interaction between the
comet and solar wind.
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Philae is equipped with an array of experiments to photograph and test the surface of
Comet 67P as well as to find out what happens when the roasting effect of the sun drives
off gas and dust.

Ex-servicemen to intensify stir


Continuing their pressure on the government over the delay in implementing the longpending One-Rank, One-Pension (OROP) scheme, ex-servicemen recently took out a
massive rally in the national capital and across the country to express their displeasure.
 They have also announced to carry out indefinite relay hunger strike.
 The rally comes after several rounds of official and backchannel talks failed to make any
headway. The veterans had been demanding that the government announce a timeline
for implementation of OROP.
One-rank one-pension scheme:
 This is a scheme which will ensure that soldiers of the same rank and the same length of
service receive the same pension, irrespective of their retirement date. In simple words, it
demands equal pensions for those who have retired in one particular year, as those who
retire in another year at the same position, and for the same duration of services
rendered.
 The difference in the pension of present and past pensioners in the same rank occurs on
account of the number of increments earned by the defence personnel in that rank.
 So far, there was no such rule. While every pay commission bumps the salaries of
government servants, pensions of ex-servicemen remain the same.
 The implementation of one rank, one pension is also expected to push up the Centre‘s
defence pension payments by a record 40%, posing fresh challenges to keep the Centre‘s
fiscal deficit within the budgetary target of 4.1% of the Gross Domestic Product.

Rs. 1,500-cr. nuclear insurance pool set up


The Union government has launched an insurance pool of Rs. 1,500 crore, mandatory
under the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act to offset the financial burden on
foreign nuclear suppliers in case of an accident.
 With this, several projects such as the long-pending Gorakhpur Haryana Anu Vidyut
Pariyojna held up in the absence of the pool are now expected to move forward.
About the Indian Nuclear Insurance Pool (INIP):
 The pool has been set up by General Insurance Corporation of India and 11 other non-life
insurers, including New India, Oriental Insurance, National Insurance and United India
Insurance, from the public sector, apart from private insurance companies.
 Under the pool, nuclear operators‘ liability and suppliers‘ special contingency insurance
policies will be offered.
 With this launch, India has joined an exclusive list of countries having nuclear pools and
the INIP will be 27th nuclear insurance pool in the world managing nuclear
liabilities.
 The pool will address third party liability insurance under Civil Liability of Nuclear
Damage Act (CLNDA) 2010 to begin with and later expand into property and other hot
zone risk for which it will work in close co-ordination with nuclear power industry.
 This pool will provide the risk transfer mechanism to the operators and suppliers to meet
their obligations under the CLND Act. At a later stage, this pool also looks to provide
reinsurance support to other such international pools.
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Background:
 The idea of forming a pool was mooted in early 2013 and got stuck due to differences
among stakeholders on certain clauses. In 2010, Parliament passed the Civil Liability of
Nuclear Damage (CLND) Act, which creates a liability cap for nuclear plant operators for
economic damage in the event of an accident.
 The CLND Act provides for Rs 1,500 crore as maximum liability for nuclear damage.
 Clauses in the Act, which give the operator the right to legal recourse and allow it to sue
the suppliers in case of any accident, were seen as being a major hindrance to the growth
of the nuclear industry. These concerns led to the formation of the Indian nuclear
insurance pool.
 The CLND Act also provides for state-run Nuclear Power Corporation of India, which
operates all atomic power plants in India, to seek compensation from suppliers in an
accident due to faulty equipment.

Britain celebrates 800 years of Magna Carta


The 800th anniversary of Magna Carta, a medieval political truce that inspired
protections for some of the world‘s most cherished liberties, recently began in Britain.
Magna Carta is seen as the foundation of parliamentary democracy, human rights and
the supremacy of law.
What is Magna Carta?
 ‗Magna Carta‘ is a Latin word and means ―Great Charter‖. The Magna Carta was one of
the most important documents of Medieval England.
 Magna Carta is considered one of the first steps towards parliamentary democracy and
includes the principle that no one is above the law, including the king.
 It was signed on 15 June 1215 at Runnymede.
 The document was a series of written promises between the king and his subjects that he,
the king, would govern England and deal with its people according to the customs of
feudal law. Magna Carta was an attempt by the barons to stop a king John abusing his
power with the people of England suffering.
 It was drafted to make peace between the unpopular King and rebel barons, it promised
the protection of church rights, protection for the barons from illegal imprisonment,
access to swift justice, and limitations on feudal payments to the Crown, to be
implemented through a council of 25 barons.

India signs motor vehicle pact with three nations





India, Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh recently signed a landmark Motor Vehicles
Agreement (MVA) for the Regulation of Passenger, Personnel and Cargo Vehicular
Traffic among the four South Asian neighbours in Thimpu, Bhutan.
This pact is the first stage of the $8-billion road connectivity project set to begin in
October.
Myanmar and Thailand have agreed to develop a motor vehicle pact on lines of the draft
SAARC Motor vehicle agreement, to pave the way for greater economic cooperation in
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) region.
According to this agreement, the four countries would carry out a six-month work plan
from July for the implementation of the BBIN MVA in accordance with the agreements
and protocols. The staged implementation of the historic pact would begin in October
this year.
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Motor Vehicles Agreement:
 The SAARC Motor Vehicle Agreement has wider scope for movement of all types of
vehicles across SAARC member States and will be a path breaking endeavour. This
agreement paves the way for a seamless movement of people and goods across their
borders for the benefit and integration of the region and its economic development.
What are the benefits?
 The agreement will allow passenger, personal and cargo vehicles to travel along
designated key routes in the four SAARC countries without the need for trans-shipment
of goods and passengers at the border crossings.
 The agreement will reduce costly and time-consuming unloading and loading of people
and goods at the border crossing points making cross-border trade more efficient.
 It would help transform transport corridors linking the four countries into economic
corridors and enhance people to people contact.
 This agreement would facilitate the transit of all types of vehicles between the
contracting parties as is prevalent in other common markets like the European Union.
 It would promote tourism and people-to-people interaction.
The following three routes have been identified for the bus service in the first instance:
 Kathmandu – Bhairahawa – Sunauli – Gorakhpur – Lucknow – New Delhi.
 Kathmandu – Bhairahawa – Sunauli – Azamgarh – Varanasi – New Delhi.
 Pokhara – Bharahawa – Sunauli – Gorakhpur – Lucknow – New Delhi.
 Private and non-regular passenger vehicles would be entitled to use all established entry
and exit points in the agreed upon framework envisaged under the Draft Agreement.

‗Sakaar‘


Minister of State in the Department of Atomic Energy, Dr. Jitendra Singh recently
launched an Augmented Reality application named ‗Sakaar‘ to highlight the
achievements of the Department of Space during one year in office of the present
Government.
 DECU-ISRO has developed this application for Android devices.
 Sakaar consists of 3D models of MOM, RISAT, rockets (PSLV, GSLV Mk-III); videos of
INSAT 3D-predicting cyclones, GSLV D5/Cryo, Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM) orbit
insertion, launch video of MOM, 360 degree animated view of MOM; Anaglyph of Mars
surface.
 The Multimedia content which is embedded in the Sakaar app is generated with the
support of multimedia & editing facilities of DECU-ISRO.
What is Augmented Reality (AR)?
 Augmented Reality is a live direct view of a physical, real-world environment whose
elements are augmented (or supplemented) by computer-generated 3D models,
animations, videos etc. The technology enhances user‘s current perception of reality.
 Augmentation is in real time and the information is overlaid on the live view of the
device‘s camera.
 Essentially, AR requires three elements: Android device with back camera, AR
application, AR Markers.

ADB to increase India lending by 50 % to $12 b by 2018


Asian Development Bank has proposed to increase lending to India by almost 50% to $12
billion by 2018. This was stated by ADB President Takehiko Nakao recently.
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He also said that India‘s growth rate was expected to exceed that of China in this year.
India‘s projected growth rate of 7.8% for the 2015-16 fiscal was higher than China‘s
estimated 7.2% in 2015 calendar year.
Asian Development Bank:
 It is a regional development bank established on 22 August 1966 and is headquartered in
Philippines.
 Aim: to facilitate economic development of countries in Asia. It also aims for an Asia and
Pacific free from poverty.
Membership:
 The bank admits the members of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP, formerly known as the United Nations Economic
Commission for Asia and the Far East) and non-regional developed countries.
 Currently, it has 67 members – of which 48 are from within Asia and the Pacific and 19
outside.
 ADB was modeled closely on the World Bank, and has a similar weighted voting system
where votes are distributed in proportion with member‘s capital subscriptions.
Funding:
 ADB raises funds through bond issues on the world‘s capital markets.
 ADB also rely on its members‘ contributions, retained earnings from its lending
operations, and the repayment of loans.
 Japan holds the largest proportions of shares at 15.67%. The United States holds 15.56%,
China holds 6.47%, India holds 6.36%, and Australia holds 5.81%.
Board of Governors:
 It is the highest policy-making body of the bank.
 It is composed of one representative from each member state.
 The Board of Governors also elect the bank‘s President who is the chairperson of the
Board of Directors and manages ADB.
 The Alternate Board of Governors are nominated by Board of Governors of ADB‘s 67 to
represent them at the Annual Meeting that meets formally once year to be held in a
member country.
Loans:
 It offers both Hard Loans and Soft loans.
 The ADB offers ―hard‖ loans from ordinary capital resources (OCR) on commercial
terms, and the Asian Development Fund (ADF) affiliated with the ADB extends ―soft‖
loans from special fund resources with concessional conditions.
 ADB focuses on five core areas of operations: infrastructure; the environment, including
climate change; regional cooperation and integration; finance sector development; and
education.

U.N. envoy hails 19th amendment


The 19th Constitutional Amendment, envisaging the dilution of powers of the Executive
Presidency and other constitutional reforms in Sri Lanka, has come in for appreciation of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra‘ad Al Hussein. He
appreciated the amendment during his opening statement to the 29th session of the
Human Rights Council, which was held in Geneva recently.
 The Sri Lankan Parliament had recently adopted the 19th Constitutional Amendment Bill
with an overwhelming majority.
What is it about?
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The legislation envisages the dilution of many powers of Executive Presidency, which had
been in force since 1978.
Important features of the Bill:
 The reduction in the terms of President and Parliament from six years to five years.
 Re-introduction of a two-term limit that a person can have as President.
 The power of President to dissolve Parliament only after four and a half years [unlike one
year, as prevalent now].
 The revival of Constitutional Council and the establishment of independent
commissions.
 The President remains the head of Cabinet and he can appoint Ministers on the advice of
Prime Minister.

SEBI issues detailed ESOP disclosure norms


The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has come out with detailed disclosure
norms for listed firms while exercising employee stock options programmes (ESOP) to
address concerns regarding potential market abuse.
 As per the norms, the compensation committee constituted by companies for ESOP
schemes will be required to formulate detailed terms and conditions.
 In addition, they have to disclose information about the trust, powers and duties of
trustee. These disclosures are part of SEBI‘s efforts to improve governance and
transparency of such schemes.
About SEBI:
 The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) is the regulator for the securities
market in India. It was established in the year 1988 and given statutory powers on 12
April 1992 through the SEBI Act, 1992.
Composition:
 SEBI is composed of The chairman who is nominated by Union Government of India.
 Two members, i.e., Officers from Union Finance Ministry.
 One member from the Reserve Bank of India.
 The remaining five members are nominated by Union Government of India, out of them
at least three shall be whole-time members.
 For the discharge of its functions efficiently, SEBI has been vested with the following
powers:
 To approve by−laws of stock exchanges.
 To require the stock exchange to amend their by−laws.
 Inspect the books of accounts and call for periodical returns from recognized stock
exchanges.
 Inspect the books of accounts of financial intermediaries.
 Compel certain companies to list their shares in one or more stock exchanges.
 Registration of brokers.

U.S. to curb trans fats by 2018


The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has announced that it will seek to
eliminate majority of partially hydrogenated oils (PHOs) from the country‘s food supply
by 2018. The decision comes after years of lobbying by health advocates and scientists

http://www.insightsonindia.com

Page 44

Insights Current Events- June 2015

that artificial oils, commonly called ―trans fats‖, clog arteries and raise the risk of
heart disease.
 The FDA aims to revoke the current status of PHOs as a ―generally recognised as safe‖
food product and reclassify it as a ―food additive.‖ This implies that manufacturers would
no longer be able to use the oils in other foods without prior regulator approval.
 The new policy could prevent as many as 20,000 heart attacks and 7,000 deaths from
heart disease each year in the country.
Trans fats:
 Trans fatty acids (TFAs) or Trans fats are the most harmful type of fats which can
have much more adverse effects on our body than any other dietary constituent. These
fats are largely produced artificially but a small amount also occurs naturally. Thus
in our diet, these may be present as Artificial TFAs and/ or Natural TFAs.
 Artificial TFAs are formed when hydrogen is made to react with the oil to produce fats
resembling pure ghee/butter.
 In our diet the major sources of artificial TFAs are the partially hydrogenated vegetable
oils (PHVO)/vanaspati/ margarine while the natural TFAs are present in meats and dairy
products, though in small amounts.
 The most common dietary source of Trans fats is the partially hydrogenated vegetable fat
commonly known as ‗Vanaspati Ghee‘/Margarine.
 Since partially hydrogenated vegetable fat (Vanaspati/Margarine) is rather high in TFA,
all food items prepared, baked or fried by using Vanaspati/Margarine contain TFA. These
include: Cakes and Pastries; Patty, Rusk; Fried Aloo Chaat , AlooTikki (prepared in
‗Vanaspati‘), Sweets (Mithai) (prepared in ‗Vanaspati‘), Cookies / biscuits, French fries,
Potato chips, Bhatura, Samosa, Parantha, etc.
Harmful effects:
 TFAs pose a higher risk of heart disease than saturated fats. While saturated fats raise
total cholesterol levels, TFAs not only raise total cholesterol levels but also reduce the
good cholesterol (HDL), which helps to protect us against heart disease.
 Trans fats consumption increases the risk of developing heart disease and stroke.
 It is also associated with a higher risk of developing obesity, type 2 diabetes, heart
disease, metabolic syndrome, insulin resistance, infertility, certain types of cancers and
can also lead to compromised fetal development causing harm to the yet to be born baby.
Why they are increasingly being used?
 TFA containing oils can be preserved longer, they give the food the desired shape and
texture and can easily substitute ‗Pure ghee‘. F
 These are comparatively far lower in cost and thus add to profit/saving.

Presiding officers told to press close button at the end of poll


In a bid to prevent manipulation of EVMs, the Election Commission recently directed all
presiding officers in Dr. Radhakrishnan Nagar Assembly Constituency, Chennai to press
the close button after the end of poll.
What else has the EC said?
 All presiding officers should draw a line at the end of poll after the last entry in Form 17A, and should record the signed statement, obtaining the signatures of all polling agents,
as may be present.
 They should also give an attested copy of the Account of Votes Recorded (in Form 17C) at
the end of poll to all such polling agents as may be present, irrespective of their asking for
it or not.
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These set of directions were issued following complaints in the previous elections that the
presiding officers have failed to close the EVMs by pressing the ‗close button‘ at the end
of poll. Candidates have said the failure to close EVM is likely to lead to suspicion about
manipulation.

Colombo notifies 20th Amendment


Even as certain sections of political parties in Sri Lanka continue to have reservations
over the latest version of the proposed 20th Amendment, the government has gone
ahead with the notification of the draft legislation in the gazette.
 As per the decision taken by the Cabinet, the overall size of Parliament will be 237, a rise
of 12 compared to the existing legislature. Of this, 145 members will be elected directly,
through the system of first past the post (FPTP).
Sri Lankan political system: Basics The government of Sri Lanka is a semi-presidential system determined by the Sri Lankan
Constitution.
 The President, directly elected for a six-year term, is head of state, head of government,
and commander in chief of the armed forces.
 The election occurs under the Sri Lankan form of the contingent vote.
 Responsible to Parliament for the exercise of duties under the constitution and laws, the
president may be removed from office by a two-thirds vote of Parliament with the
concurrence of the Supreme Court.
 The President appoints and heads a cabinet of ministers responsible to Parliament.
 The President‘s deputy is the prime minister, who leads the ruling party in Parliament.
 A parliamentary no-confidence vote requires dissolution of the cabinet and the
appointment of a new one by the President.

Two panels to facilitate rollou: GST


Union Finance Minister has approved the formation of two committees to facilitate the
implementation of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) from next April.
About the Committees:
 A steering committee, chaired by the Additional Secretary, Department of Revenue, and
the Member Secretary of the Empowered Committee of State Finance Ministers, will
monitor the setting up of IT infrastructure for the GST network, the Central
Board of Excise and Customs and other tax authorities. The committee will monitor the
progress of consultations with stakeholders such as trade and industry and the training
of officers.
 The other committee, chaired by Arvind Subramanian, Chief Economic Adviser, will
recommend possible tax rates under the GST that would be consistent with the
present level of revenue collected by the Centre and the States. While making
recommendations, the committee will take into account the expected levels of economic
growth, the different levels of compliance, and the broadening of the tax base. The panel
would assess the sector- and State-wise impact of the GST on the economy.
Issues that could potentially delay the rollout of GST include:
 The States have been demanding that the Centre compensate them fully for any revenue
loss due to the implementation of the GST for five years. But, the Centre has agreed to
full compensation for three years, 75% compensation in the fourth year and 50% in the
fifth year.
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States are demanding that they should be allowed to levy an additional sales tax on
tobacco and tobacco products.
Some States have favoured abolition of the entry tax, while others have demanded that
purchase tax not be merged with the GST.

Bonus for lentils, higher MSP for paddy


To boost production of pulses during the kharif season, the Centre recently announced a
bonus of Rs. 200 a quintal on the revised minimum support price for tur, moong and
urad dal (lentils) for the marketing season of 2015-16.
 The minimum support price for paddy was increased by Rs. 50 a quintal for the kharif
marketing season of the financial year.
Minimum Support Price (MSP):
 The Minimum Support Price (MSP) Scheme is a scheme of the Government of India
(GOI) to safeguard the interests of the farmers.
 Government fixes MSPs of various kharif and rabi crops every year on the
recommendations of Commission for Agricultural Costs & Prices (CACP.
 Under this Scheme the government declares the minimum support Prices of various
agricultural produces and assures the farmers that their agricultural produce will be
purchased at the MSP, thereby preventing its distress sale.
 Procurement under MSP is undertaken by the designated Central and State Government
agencies and Cooperatives.
 MSP is in the nature of minimum price offered by the Government. Producers have the
option to sell their produce to Government agencies or in the open market as is
advantageous to them.

Govt. plans 20 million houses for urban poor


The Union Cabinet recently approved the launch of the ―Housing for All by 2022‖
programme for the rehabilitation of slum-dwellers and promotion of affordable housing
for the urban poor. The target is to provide nearly 20 million houses over seven years.
The components of the scheme are as follows:
 Slum rehabilitation of Slum Dwellers with participation of private developers using land
as a resource;
 Promotion of affordable housing for weaker section through credit linked subsidy;
 Affordable housing in partnership with Public & Private sectors and
 Subsidy for beneficiary-led individual house construction or enhancement.
Details of the scheme:
 Central grant of Rs. one lakh per house, on an average, will be available under the slum
rehabilitation programme. A State Government would have flexibility in deploying this
slum rehabilitation grant to any slum rehabilitation project taken for development using
land as a resource for providing houses to slum dwellers.
 The scheme will be implemented as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme except the credit
linked subsidy component, which will be implemented as a Central Sector Scheme.
 The Mission also prescribes certain mandatory reforms for easing up the urban land
market for housing, to make adequate urban land available for affordable housing.
Houses constructed under the mission would be allotted in the name of the female head
of the households or in the joint name of the male head of the household and his wife.
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A Technology Sub-mission under the Mission would be set up to facilitate adoption of
modern, innovative and green technologies and building material for faster and quality
construction of houses. The Technology Sub-Mission will also facilitate preparation and
adoption of layout designs and building plans suitable for various geo-climatic zones. It
will also assist States/Cities in deploying disaster resistant and environment friendly
technologies.
The Technology Sub-Mission will coordinate with various regulatory and administrative
bodies for mainstreaming and up scaling deployment of modern construction
technologies and material in place of conventional construction. The Technology SubMission will also coordinate with other agencies working in green and energy efficient
technologies, climate change etc.
In the spirit of cooperative federalism, the Mission will provide flexibility to States for
choosing best options to meet the demand of housing in their states.
The process of project formulation and approval in accordance with Mission Guidelines
would be left to the States, so that projects can be formulated, approved and
implemented faster. The Mission will provide technical and financial support in
accordance to the Guidelines to the States to meet the challenge of urban housing.
The Mission will compile best practices in terms of affordable housing policies of the
States/UTs designs and technologies adopted by States and Cities with an objective to
spread best practices across States and cities and foster cross learning.
The Mission will also develop a virtual platform to obtain suggestions and inputs on
house design, materials, technologies and other elements of urban housing.

Bureau of Indian Standards Bill, 2015


The Union Cabinet recently gave its approval to introduce a new Bureau of Indian
Standards Bill, 2015. The new Bill will provide legislative framework for following new
provisions other than the provisions in the existing Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 1986
which is proposed to be repealed:
Important provisions in of the Bill:
 It seeks to establish the Bureau of Indian standards (BIS) as the National Standards Body
of India.
 The Bureau will perform its functions through a Governing Council, which will consist of
its President and other members.
 It seeks to include goods, services and systems, besides articles and processes under the
standardization regime;
 It enables the Government to bring under the mandatory certification regime such
article, process or service which it considers necessary from the point of view of health,
safety, environment, prevention of deceptive practices, security etc. This will help
consumers receive ISI certified products and will also help in prevention of import of
sub-standard products;
 It seeks to allow multiple types of simplified conformity assessment schemes including
Self Declaration Of Conformity (SDOC) against any standard which will give multiple
simplified options to manufacturers to adhere to standards and get a certificate of
conformity, thus improving the ―ease of doing business‖;
 It seeks to enable the Central Government to appoint any authority, in addition to the
Bureau of Indian Standards, to verify the conformity of products and services to a
standard and issue certificate of conformity;
 It also seeks to enable the Government to implement mandatory hallmarking of precious
metal articles;
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 It seeks to repeal the BIS Act, 1986.
Benefits:
 The proposed provisions in the new Bureau of Indian Standards Bill, 2015 will empower
the Central Government and the Bureau of Indian Standards to promote a culture of
quality of products and services through mandatory/voluntary compliance with Indian
standards through the process of ‗product certification‘ and ‗Certificate of Conformity‘
with a broad objective of consumer‘s welfare.
 It is also expected to improve enforcement of Indian standards.
 The proposed provisions will also promote harmonious development of the activities of
standardization, marking and quality certification of goods and services.

Draft HRD Bill tests IIMs‘ autonomy


A new Bill framed by the Union Human Resource Development Ministry has brought in
worries over autonomy of the Indian Institute of Management. Some IIMs have
expressed concern over some of the provisions of the Indian Institutes of Management
Bill, 2015.
 Some experts have said that Government should oversee educational institutions from a
distance and the proposed IIM Bill 2015 must not be used as a tool for micromanagement of Indian Institutes of Management in the country.
Details of the Bill:
 The Bill proposes to grant statutory status to thirteen existing IIMs, including the IIM-A
to enable them to grant degrees to their students in the academic courses conducted by
these institutes. Till now, these Institutions could award only certificate, Post Graduate
Diploma and Fellow Programme in Management Certificate, which lacked universal
acceptability in the field of academia and research.
 The Bill also has a provision under which government will form a coordination body.
This may lead to the centralization of power.
 The draft Bill seeks to do away with the special emphasis on the IIMs by seeking to
declare certain institutes of management to be institutions of national importance to
empower them to attain standards of global excellence in management, management
research and allied areas of knowledge and to provide for certain other matters
connected with such institutions or incidental thereto.
 Also, the proposed Bill takes away the powers of the institutes to determine fees by
making it subject to prior approval of the government.
 The Bill states that in discharge of its functions, the IIM Board will be accountable to the
government.

River board notifies Krishna water allocation





The Krishna River Water Management Board recently notified water allocation in the
Krishna between Andhra Pradesh and Telangana which will get 512 tmcft and 299 tmcft
respectively, out of the total assured water of 811 tmcft in the river for both States.
This decision was taken at the recently held board meeting under the aegis of Union
Water Resources Ministry.
It was also decided that the share of water of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana at
Nagarjunasagar project will be 164 tmcft and 100 tmcft respectively.
A working group comprising the Chief Engineers of irrigation of both States will be
constituted to monitor water releases from different projects on a regular basis.
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The allocation of water from Krishna had been the bone of contention between the two
States last year and there were apprehensions that the situation would be no different
this year in view of the deficit monsoon forecast by India Meteorological Department.
 In addition to the irrigation requirements, the two projects Nagarjunasagar and
Srisailam are major a source of power generation for Telangana.
Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal (KWDT):
 Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal (KWDT) was set up under Inter-State River Water
Disputes Act, 1956 to adjudicate upon the water dispute regarding the Inter-State river
Krishna and the river valley thereof.
 The tribunal gave its award in 1973. While the Tribunal had in its earlier report detailed
two schemes, Scheme A and Scheme B, the final award only included Scheme A and
Scheme B was left out. Scheme A pertained to the division of the available waters based
on 75% dependability, while Scheme B recommended ways to share the surplus waters.
 The KWDT in its award outlined the exact share of each state. The award contended
based on 75% dependability that the total quantum of water available for distribution
was 2060TMC. This was divided between the three states in the following manner.
 Maharashtra
 560 TMC




Karnataka

700 TMC

 Andhra Pradesh
 800 TMC
Review of the Award:
 The tribunal in its first award provided for a review of its award after 31 May 2000.
However no such review was taken up for more than 3 years after that.
 In April 2004, the second KWDT, was constituted by the Government of India following
requests by all three states.
 The second Krishna Water Dispute Tribunal gave its draft verdict on 31 December 2010.
The allocation of available water was done according to 65% dependability, considering
the records of flow of water for past 47 years. According to KWDT II, Andhra Pradesh got
1001 TMC of water, Karnataka 907 TMC and Maharashtra 666 TMC. Next review of
water allocations will be after the year 2050.
 The Krishna River is the second biggest river in peninsular India. It originates near
Mahabaleshwar in Maharashtra from the statue of a cow in a temple. It then runs for a
distance of 303 km in Maharashtra, 480 km through the breadth of North Karnataka and
the rest of its 1300 km journey in Andhra Pradesh before it empties into the Bay of
Bengal. The river basin is 257,000 km², and the States of Maharastra, Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh contributes 68,800 km² (26.8%), 112,600 sq.k.m. (43.8%) and 75,600
km² (29.4%) respectively.

Strive to lift ban on ‗Dhirio‘ in Goa: MLA


Goans recently asked the Union government to have a relook at ‗Dhirio‘, famous in Goa,
which was banned for infliction of pain and suffering on bulls.
About Dhirio:
 Dhirio is a Bull fight that takes place between two bulls. Bull fight is known as ‗Dhirio‘ in
Konkani and is a simple game in which the bulls fight one another.
 The bulls are bred and trained to fight and the game attracts huge crowds. It usually
takes place in an open area with a bamboo fence created outside the village.
 Goan bull fighting involves huge betting of money done by the owner on their bulls. The
people in the crowd back their favourites and a lot of money is made or lost in one game.
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The game involves a lot of excitement and sometimes one can witness some frantic
sprinting and even bloodshed at times.
Bullfighting was banned in Goa in 1998. However some illegal bull fight games still take
place at some parts in Goa and people are informed about it in about 30 minutes.

Valleys, gaps, climate change affect songbirds‘ speciation


A new study by National Centre for Biological Sciences on high elevation songbirds of
Western Ghats, has found that deep valleys have greater impact on speciation than
shallow ones in this mountain chain. The study was conducted to investigate genetic
variation of all 23 species of songbirds that inhabit the Shola forests of the sky islands of
Western Ghats.
Details of the study:
 The study found that not all species are affected by the gaps. Out of the 23 species
studied, 10 showed genetic divergences across the deepest, widest valley, the Palghat gap,
while three others diverged across the Shenkotta gap. Only one species diverged across
the shallowest valley, the Chaliyar River valley.
 While the Western Ghats were formed some 50 million years ago, the arrival of songbirds
in the Western Ghats is only dated earliest to 34 million years ago.
 Simulated studies suggested the species diverged at different times. It was also observed
that it was not only the valleys and gaps in the mountain, but also the climate that affect
to play an important role in these bird divergences.
About Songbird:
 A songbird is a bird belonging to the clade Passeri of the perching birds (Passeriformes).
 This group contains some 4,000 species found all over the world, in which the vocal
organ typically is developed in such a way as to produce a diverse and elaborate bird
song.
 Songbirds form one of the two major lineages of extant perching birds, the other being
the Tyranni which are most diverse in the Neotropics and absent from many parts of the
world.
 Songbirds are alike in having the vocal organ highly developed, though not all use it to
melodious effect.
 China in 1997 banned these hunting of the species, known there as the ―rice bird―.

Battle of Waterloo





European royals and diplomats recently gathered in Belgium to mark the 200th
anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo, a turning point for the continent which still
touches a nerve and stirs national passions.
The battle was a pivotal moment in European history, when around 93,000 French
troops led by Napoleon faced off against 125,000 British, German and Belgian-Dutch
forces commanded by the Duke of Wellington and Field Marshal Bluecher.
In the battle, the French army was defeated by the armies of the Seventh Coalition,
comprising Anglo-allied army and Prussian army.
Napoleon was exiled to the island of Saint Helena in the South Atlantic Ocean, where he
died in 1821. The victors redrew the map of Europe and the continent enjoyed almost a
century of relative peace until the carnage of World War I tore it apart again.
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Solar effect(JNNSM)


The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved plans to generate 2,000 MW
of grid-connected PV solar power on a Build-Own-Operate basis by solar power
developers under the second phase of the Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar
Mission.
Total cost & funding by the government:
 Generation of additional 2,000 MW of solar PV power will involve an investment of
Rs.12,000 crore, of which viability gap funding will be to the tune of Rs.2,100 crore at the
rate of Rs.1 crore per MW in the open category and Rs.1.31 crore per MW in the domestic
content requirement category.
 The investment of the government will be spread over the coming financial years. A sum
of Rs.1,000 crore will come during 2016-17; Rs.260 crore during 2017-18; and Rs.210
crore each during the following three financial years.
Implementation of the scheme:
 The scheme will be implemented by the Solar Energy Corporation of India as per
the guidelines of the Ministry for New and Renewable Energy. Viability gap funding
will be made available by the Ministry from the National Clean Energy Fund
operated by the Finance Ministry.
Implications:
 The solar mission project will reduce about 3.41 million tonnes of carbon dioxide
emission a year and generate jobs for 12,000 people in rural and urban areas.
 While the State-specific utilities stand to benefit from the scheme, it will also create
employment and infrastructure in States and Union Territories (UT). The State and UT
utilities will be paid a specific rate for the grid-connected PV solar power.
 Installation of 2,000 MW of solar power generation facility will generate a total of 3,320
million units of power a year, which can light up nearly a million households.
 According to the project plans, price of the solar power will be Rs.5.43 per unit for the
first year with an increase of five paise per unit per year till the tariff reaches the level of
Rs.6.43 per unit. This will take place over a period of 21 years from which period, the
price of power would remain at the same level.
Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission:
 The Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission was launched in January, 2010.
 The Mission has set the ambitious target of deploying 20,000 MW of grid connected
solar power by 2022 and aims at reducing the cost of solar power generation in the
country.
 The mission also aims to create an enabling policy framework to achieve this objective
and make India a global leader in solar energy.
 One of the important objectives of the Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission is to
establish India as a global leader in solar energy, by creating the policy conditions for its
large scale diffusion across the country as quickly as possible.
 The Mission has adopted a 3-phase approach: the 11th Plan and first year of the 12th Plan
(up to 2012-13) has been considered as Phase 1, the remaining 4 years of the 12th Plan
(2013-17) are included as Phase 2, and the 13th Plan period (2017-22) is envisaged as
Phase 3.
 At the end of each plan, and mid-term during the 12th and 13th Plans, there will be an
evaluation of progress, review of capacity and targets for subsequent phases, based on
emerging cost and technology trends, both domestic and global.
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ADB threatens to close loan for sewage plant


The Asian Development Bank (ADB), which had extended a loan of about Rs. 85 crore
towards the Rs. 200-crore sewage treatment plant for West Kochi at Mundamveli, has
threatened to close the loan as no work has progressed even after a year of the two-year
contract period.
 This was stated after the ADB officials, who had visited the site to inspect the progress of
work, were disappointed that no work worth mention had taken place.
 The sewage treatment plant and sewerage lines are two components of the project. While
laying of the sewerage lines had been sanctioned, the go-ahead for the treatment plant is
yet to come by and is under the scrutiny of the National Green Tribunal. Hence, the
project is getting delayed.
About ADB:
 It is a regional development bank established on 22 August 1966 and is headquartered in
Philippines. It aims to facilitate economic development of countries in Asia. It also aims
for an Asia and Pacific free from poverty.
Membership:
 The bank admits the members of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP, formerly known as the United Nations Economic
Commission for Asia and the Far East) and non-regional developed countries.
 Currently, it has 67 members – of which 48 are from within Asia and the Pacific and 19
outside.
 ADB was modeled closely on the World Bank, and has a similar weighted voting system
where votes are distributed in proportion with member‘s capital subscriptions.
Funding:
 ADB raises funds through bond issues on the world‘s capital markets.
 ADB also rely on its members‘ contributions, retained earnings from its lending
operations, and the repayment of loans.
 Japan holds the largest proportions of shares at 15.67%. The United States holds 15.56%,
China holds 6.47%, India holds 6.36%, and Australia holds 5.81%.
Loans:
 It offers both Hard Loans and Soft loans.
 The ADB offers ―hard‖ loans from ordinary capital resources (OCR) on commercial
terms, and the Asian Development Fund (ADF) affiliated with the ADB extends ―soft‖
loans from special fund resources with concessional conditions.

Nowcast
 The Union government recently launched a free SMS service called ‗Nowcast‗.
Why?
 To provide alerts on extreme weather conditions like hailstorm every three hours to over
one crore registered farmers on their mobile phones.
 The SMS warnings on extreme weather conditions like thunderstorm, hail, and squall
will help farmers take precautionary measures as needed and feasible.
Details:
 The free SMS alerts, to be sent in English, Hindi and regional languages as per farmers‘
request, will be issued to over one crore farmers whose mobile phones are already
registered on the government‘s mKisan portal.
 The data for SMS service would be taken from the 146 weather stations of the India
Meteorological Department (IMD).
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IMD‘s has 17 doppler radars that feed information on extreme weather to these stations.
Under this initiative, the extreme weather data originated from IMD is being moved to
mKisan portal using a web service. From mKisan portal, warnings regarding extreme
weather conditions are automatically transmitted by SMS to farmers located at district
and block level.

350th Foundation Day of Sri Anandpur Sahib


Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently greeted the people on the 350th Foundation Day
of Sri Anandpur Sahib saying the Sikh Gurus ―have left a very deep impact on our culture
and society.‖
Quick facts-Anandpur Sahib:
 Anandpur Sahib is a city in Rupnagar district (Ropar) in the state of Punjab, India.
 It is known as ―the holy City of Bliss.‖
 It is one of the Sikhs‘ most important sacred places, closely linked with their religious
traditions and history.
 It was founded in 1665 by the ninth Sikh Guru, Guru Tegh Bahadur when he bought a
tract of land.

Forex reserves hit all-time high of $354 bn


Recently released data show that the country‘s foreign exchange reserves rose to yet
another all-time high of $354.29 billion for the week ended June 12, recording a weekon-week rise of $1.57 billion.
 The foreign exchange reserves have been rising this year, as the Reserve Bank of India
has been mopping up dollar flows through public sector banks.
Forex reserves:
 Foreign exchange reserves are an important component of the balance of payments and
an essential element in the analysis of an economy‘s external position.
 The components of India‘s foreign exchange reserves are foreign currency assets (FCA),
gold, SDRs and reserve tranche position (RTP) in the IMF.
 Foreign Currency Assets (FCA) is the biggest component of the forex reserves.

Nathu La opens for Kailash Mansarovar Yatra


Indian pilgrims, bound for the Kailash Mansarovar pilgrimage will, on June 22 nd, cross
over from the Nathu La pass that links Sikkim and Tibet, inaugurating a new route
that expands connectivity between the two countries.
 The establishment of the new route is the result of the consensus reached between
Chinese President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the former‘s
visit to India in September 2014.
Kailash Manasarovar Yatra:
 Kailash Mansarovar Yatra (KMY) is known for its religious importance, cultural
significance and arduous nature. The trek through high altitudes in freezing temperature
entails hard labour and courting danger. The annual pilgrimage holds religious
importance for Hindus, Jains and Buddhists.
 Yatra involves trekking at high altitudes of up to 19,500 feet, under inhospitable
conditions, including extreme cold and rugged terrain. It may prove hazardous for those
who are not physically and medically fit.
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Mansarovar Lake is located at an altitude of 14,950 ft (4,558 m) is said to be the highest
freshwater lake in the world. It is located in the Tibet Autonomous Region, China, 940
kilometres (580 mi) from Lhasa. To the west of it is Lake Rakshastal and to the north is
Mount Kailash.
The yatra is organized by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) annually. The Yatra is
organized in close cooperation with the Government of the People‘s Republic of China.
State Governments of Uttarakhand, Sikkim and Delhi, and Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) and Kumaon Mandal Vikas Nigam Limited (KMVN) are other major Indian
partners of the Ministry in organizing the Yatra.

PM reviews progress of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan


The Prime Minister of India recently reviewed the progress of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
at a high-level meeting. He also called for each school in the country to plan its own
targets, which it aims to achieve by 2022, India‘s 75th year of independence.
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA):
 It is Government of India‘s flagship programme for achievement of Universalization
of Elementary Education (UEE) in a time bound manner, as mandated by
86th amendment to the Constitution of India making free and compulsory
Education to the Children of 6-14 years age group, a Fundamental Right.
 It is being implemented in partnership with State Governments to cover the entire
country and address the needs of 192 million children in 1.1 million habitations.
 It seeks to open new schools in those habitations which do not have schooling facilities
and strengthen existing school infrastructure through provision of additional class
rooms, toilets, drinking water, maintenance grant and school improvement grants.
 Existing schools with inadequate teacher strength are provided with additional teachers,
while the capacity of existing teachers is being strengthened by extensive training, grants
for developing teaching-learning materials and strengthening of the academic support
structure at a cluster, block and district level.
 It also seeks to provide quality elementary education including life skills. SSA has a
special focus on girl‘s education and children with special needs. SSA also seeks to
provide computer education to bridge the digital divide.

State Government initiative to make Arunachal an organic
state


In a bid to make Arunachal Pradesh a hundred per cent organic state, the State
government decided to launch ―State Soil Health Mission‖.
Details of the programme:
 The programme envisages proper documentation of soil health and preparation of soil
map besides, distribution of Soil Health Cards to farmers so that they are guided for
scientific nutrient managements.
 The programme aims to check overuse of fertilizers and its adverse effect and help in
increase of crop production through its sustainable soil management programme paving
way for organic farming.
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New U.K. rules will hit Indian nurses


As many as 30,000 overseas nurses will be facing the axe under British Prime Minister
David Cameron‘s new immigration laws. Changes to British immigration rules will force
thousands of nurses recruited by the National Health Service from non-European Union
countries to leave the United Kingdom in the next two years.
 Among those affected will doubtless be Indian nurses, who are the second highest
non-EU nationality after Filipinos in the nursing workforce in this country.
What the new rule says?
 Under the new rule, persons from outside the European Union should be earning
£35,000 or more in order to be able to stay in the U.K. after six years.

HAL delivers Chandrayaan-2 spacecraft body


Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd recently delivered the orbiter spacecraft module structure of
the proposed Chandrayaan-2 mission to the ISRO Satellite Centre, Bengaluru.
 Chandrayaan-2, the country‘s second lunar mission since 2008, is likely to come up in
2017 or 2018 and will have a lander and a rover to explore Moon‘s surface.
Chandrayaan-2:
 It is India‘s second lunar exploration mission.
 ISRO has said that it will launch the mission using the more powerful rocket GSLV-MkII
fitted with the indigenous cryogenic engine.
 The mission includes a lunar orbiter, a lander and a lunar rover, all developed by India.
 The wheeled rover will move on the lunar surface and will pick up soil or rock samples
for on-site chemical analysis. The data will be relayed to Earth through the Chandrayaan2 orbiter.

India emerges as third largest FDI source for U.K.


According to a recent report released by UK Trade and Industry (UKTI), India has
emerged as the third largest source of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) for United
Kingdom (UK) after United States (US) and France in terms of number of projects in
2014-15.
Details of the report:
 The U.S. has remained the largest source of inward investment, with a total of 564
projects in 2014-15, followed by France (124 projects) and India (122 projects).
 During the year 2014-15, investment from India increased by 65%. This resulted in
creation of 7,730 jobs as well as protection of 1,620 jobs.
 The key sectors where Indian companies invested include healthcare, agri-tech, food and
drink.
 The report also says that 70 countries invested a record £1 trillion in UK in 2014-15,
making it Europe‘s top FDI destination.
 The annual investment figures from UKTI for the 2014-15 financial year show that UK
has attracted 12 per cent more FDI projects compared to the previous year.

MOM completes 100th orbit around Mars


The Indian Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM) recently completed its 100th orbit around
Mars.
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Launched from Indian spaceport of Sriharikota on November 5, 2013, MOM reached the
red planet in September last year and has outlived its planned mission life of six months
in a Martian orbit.
About Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM):
 The MOM, India‘s first interplanetary mission, was launched by Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PSLV). The Mission is primarily technological mission considering the
critical mission operations and stringent requirements on propulsion and other bus
systems of spacecraft.
 The major objective of the mission was to explore Mars surface features, morphology,
mineralogy and Martian atmosphere by indigenous scientific instruments.
 This mission made India to become one of the four nations in the world to send space
mission to Planet Mars.
 India became the first country in the world to insert a spacecraft into the Martian orbit in
its very first attempt.
About PSLV:
 It is the first operational launch vehicle of ISRO. PSLV is capable of launching 1600 kg
satellites in 620 km sun-synchronous polar orbit and 1050 kg satellite in geosynchronous transfer orbit.
 PSLV has four stages using solid and liquid propulsion systems alternately. The first
stage is one of the largest solid propellant boosters in the world and carries 139 tonnes of
propellant.
 There had been 26 continuously successful flights of PSLV.

Delhi Govt invokes ESMA to end strike


The Delhi Government recently invoked the Essential Services Maintenance Act (ESMA)
to end the two-day-old strike by resident doctors.
About ESMA:
 The Essential Services Maintenance Act (ESMA) is an act of Parliament of India. It is a
central law.
 It was established to ensure the delivery of certain services, which if obstructed would
affect the normal life of the people. These include services like public transport (bus
services), health services (doctors and hospitals).
 Although it is a very powerful law, its execution rests entirely on the discretion of the
State government. Each state in the union of India, hence has a separate state Essential
Services Maintenance Act with slight variations from the central law in its provisions.
This freedom is accorded by the central law itself.

SAFAR app to provide air quality forecast, health advisories





Union minister for Science & Technology and Earth Science Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan
recently launched SAFAR-Mumbai, a monitoring and forecast system conceived to
provide three days weather information with health advisories, levels of UV radiation and
pollution among others.
Abput System of Air Quality & weather Forecasting and Research (SAFAR):
It has been developed by Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Pune, in association
with Regional Meteorological Center Mumbai-IMD, and the Municipal Corporation of
Greater Mumbai (MCGM).
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SAFAR-Mumbai will deliver services, by translating technical data into information, like
colour-coded index based current and 3-days forecast with health advisories, severity of
UV radiation with associated skin advisories, current and 3-days advance forecast, tidal
levels and severe weather alert for extreme pollution and weather events, and accounting
location-wise sources of air pollution.

Australia to join China-led infra bank


Australia, recently, announced that it would join the new China-led Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB) as a founding member, contributing about $930 million to the
financial institution of which India will be the second largest shareholder.
About AIIB:
 The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is an international financial institution
proposed by China. The purpose of the multilateral development bank is to provide
finance to infrastructure projects in the Asia-Pacific region.
 AIIB is regarded by some as a rival for the IMF, the World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank (ADB), which the AIIB says are dominated by developed countries
like the United States and Japan.
 The authorised capital of AIIB will be $100 billion. AIIB‘s headquarters is to be located in
Beijing.
 India is the second largest shareholder in the Bank after China.
 In October, 21 countries signed the memorandum of understanding establishing the
bank.
 It now has more than 40 members, including South Korea, Austria and Spain.
 It is being called as a very positive development in the sense that it opens up more
borrowing opportunities.

Rosetta comet mission extended


Europe recently announced that its comet-chasing mission Rosetta would be extended
until September 2016 and may end with the dying mothership touching down on the
comet.
Rosetta:
 Rosetta was launched on 2 March 2004 on an Ariane 5 rocket and reached the comet on
6 August 2014, becoming the first spacecraft to orbit a comet. Rosetta took off from Earth
10 years ago carrying Philae and traveled 6.4 billion miles before arriving at the comet.
Philae:
 Philae ‘s mission was to land successfully on the surface of a comet, attach itself, and
transmit data from the surface about the comet‘s composition. It is a robotic European
Space Agency lander.
 It landed on comet 67P/Churyumov–Gerasimenko, more than ten years after departing
Earth.
 The mission seeks to unlock the long-held secrets of comets — primordial clusters of ice
and dust that scientists believe may reveal how the Solar System was formed.
 The scientific goals of the mission focus on ―elemental, isotopic, molecular and
mineralogical composition of the cometary material, the characterization of physical
properties of the surface and subsurface material, the large-scale structure and the
magnetic and plasma environment of the nucleus.‖
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Sensors on the lander will measure the density and thermal properties of the surface, gas
analyzers will help detect and identify any complex organic chemicals that might be
present, while other tests will measure the magnetic field and interaction between the
comet and solar wind.
Philae is equipped with an array of experiments to photograph and test the surface of
Comet 67P as well as to find out what happens when the roasting effect of the sun drives
off gas and dust.

Financial Assistance from NSDF to Saina Nehwal for an
Exclusive Full Time Physiotherapist


Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports (MYAS) has sanctioned financial assistance of
Rupees Nine lakh to Saina Nehwal on her request for engaging the services of a full time
exclusive Physiotherapist for the period of 15 months.
 The assistance will be utilized for payment of monthly remuneration to the
Physiotherapist at the rate of Rupees Sixty Thousand per month. The selection of
Physiotherapist has been done by Saina Nehwal herself.
 Saina Nehwal has been selected under Target Olympic Podium (TOP) Scheme for
financial assistance from National Sports Development Fund (NSDF) for
training as part of preparation for Olympic 2016.
 The financial assistance from National Sports Development Fund (NSDF), approved for
the Physiotherapist, is out of the contribution made by the India Infrastructure Finance
Company Limited (IIFCL), under its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
initiative, to the Target Olympic Podium Scheme under the National Sports
Development Fund.
About National Sports Development Fund (NSDF):
 The National Sports Development Fund (NSDF) was established by the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports (MYAS) in 1998.
 It was established with the objective of mobilizing resources from non-government
resources, including private/public sector and non-resident Indians for the promotion of
sports and games in the country.
 The funds available under NSDF are mainly used towards supplementing government
assistance to the elite sportspersons who are medal prospects at major international
events, for meeting their specific coaching/training requirements by way of provision of
scientific support and training within the country and abroad, purchase of equipment,
participation in international competitions etc.
 The objectives of the fund also include construction of sports infrastructure, taking up
research projects and development studies and promotion of international cooperation.

New schemes launched:


Three mega urban schemes viz., Smart Cities Mission, Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and
Urban Transformation (AMRUT) and Housing for All in urban area were launched by the
Prime Minister of India recently. For these schemes PPP model will be the main resource
of resource mobilization.

Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) mission:
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In a bid to recast the country‘s urban landscape, the Centre had given nod to the Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT), with an outlay of Rs
50,000 crore.
What is AMRUT?
 AMRUT is the new avatar of the Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal
Mission (JNNURM). But, in a significant departure from the earlier mission, the
Centre will not appraise individual projects.
Details of the Mission:
 AMRUT adopts a project approach to ensure basic infrastructure services relating to
water supply, sewerage, storm-water drains, transportation and development of green
spaces and parks with special provision for meeting the needs of children.
 Under this mission, 10% of the budget allocation will be given to states and union
territories as incentive based on the achievement of reforms during the previous year.
 AMRUT, which seeks to lay a foundation to enable cities and towns to eventually grow
into smart cities, will be implemented in 500 locations with a population of one lakh and
above.
 It would cover some cities situated on stems of main rivers, a few state capitals and
important cities located in hilly areas, islands and tourist areas.
 Under this mission, states get the flexibility of designing schemes based on the needs of
identified cities and in their execution and monitoring.
 States will only submit state annual action Plans to the centre for broad concurrence
based on which funds will be released. But, in a significant departure from JNNURM, the
central government will not appraise individual projects.
 Central assistance will be to the extent of 50% of project cost for cities and towns with a
population of up to 10 lakhs and one-third of the project cost for those with a population
of above 10 lakhs.
 Under the mission, states shall transfer funds to urban local bodies within 7 days of
transfer by central government and no diversion of funds to be made failing which penal
interest would be charged besides taking other adverse action by the centre.
Smart Cities Mission:
 Under Smart Cities Mission 100 smart cities would be built.
 Aim of the Mission: The aim of the mission is to more efficiently utilise available assets,
resources and infrastructure to enhance quality of urban life and provide a clean and
sustainable environment.
Selection of the Cities:
 Cities to be developed will be selected through a ‗competition‘ intended to ascertain
their ability to achieve mission objectives. Each state will shortlist a number of smart city
aspirants, which will prepare proposals for the Centre.
 Each selected city would get central assistance of Rs 100 crore per year for five years.
 To begin about 20 cities would be selected after the state governments come forward
with names of cities they want nominated.
 There will be special emphasis on participation of citizens in prioritising and planning
urban interventions.
Implementation:
 The Mission will be implemented through ‗area based‘ approach, which includes
retrofitting, redevelopment, pan-city initiatives and development of new cities.
 Under retrofitting, deficiencies in an identified area will be addressed through necessary
interventions.
 Redevelopment enables reconstruction of an area that is already built but not amenable
for any interventions.
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Pan-city components could be interventions like intelligent transport solutions that
benefits residents by reducing commuting time.
 The focus will be on core infrastructure services like adequate and clean water supply,
sanitation and solid waste management, efficient urban mobility and public
transportation, affordable housing for the poor, power supply, robust IT connectivity,
governance, especially e-governance, and citizen participation.
 Special Purpose Vehicles will be set up for implementation of smart city plans with 50:50
equity of States and Urban Local Bodies.
 To avoid delays and non-completion of projects, states and Union Territories will be
required to indicate resource tie-ups under state-level action plans.
 Bench marks to be achieved include: 10% of energy needs to be met from renewable
sources, 80% of building construction to be green and 35% of housing in green field
projects to be for economically weaker sections.
 No time frame has been provided for completion of the smart city project, except that 20
cities will be chosen through a two-pronged competition this financial year for ventral
assistance and the remaining 80 in the following two years. Once 100 cities are selected
by the states, they will compete among themselves for making it to the first list of 20. The
competition will be based on points given for a city‘s vision, proposal, financing ability,
cost effectiveness of a project, innovation and so on. The government has said that the
central assistance should be used only for infrastructure projects which have larger
public benefit.
Housing for All:
 The programme was mentioned in the President‘s Address to Parliament in June 2014
where he said ―By the time the nation completes 75 years of its Independence, every
family will have a pucca house with water connection, toilet facilities, 24×7 electricity
supply and access.‖
 The same commitment was made in the Budget for 2014-15 where the Finance Minister
had announced Housing for All programme. The Finance Minister had said ―Our
government is committed to endeavour to have housing for all by 2022.‖
 The programme proposes to build 2 crore houses across the nation by 2022.
The components of the scheme are as follows:
 Slum rehabilitation of Slum Dwellers with participation of private developers using land
as a resource;
 Promotion of affordable housing for weaker section through credit linked subsidy;
 Affordable housing in partnership with Public & Private sectors and
 Subsidy for beneficiary-led individual house construction or enhancement.
Details of the scheme:
 Central grant of Rs. one lakh per house, on an average, will be available under the slum
rehabilitation programme. A State Government would have flexibility in deploying this
slum rehabilitation grant to any slum rehabilitation project taken for development using
land as a resource for providing houses to slum dwellers.
 The scheme will be implemented as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme except the credit
linked subsidy component, which will be implemented as a Central Sector Scheme.
 The Mission also prescribes certain mandatory reforms for easing up the urban land
market for housing, to make adequate urban land available for affordable housing.
Houses constructed under the mission would be allotted in the name of the female head
of the households or in the joint name of the male head of the household and his wife.
 A Technology Sub-mission under the Mission would be set up to facilitate adoption of
modern, innovative and green technologies and building material for faster and quality
construction of houses. The Technology Sub-Mission will also facilitate preparation and
adoption of layout designs and building plans suitable for various geo-climatic zones. It
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will also assist States/Cities in deploying disaster resistant and environment friendly
technologies.
The Technology Sub-Mission will coordinate with various regulatory and administrative
bodies for mainstreaming and up scaling deployment of modern construction
technologies and material in place of conventional construction. The Technology SubMission will also coordinate with other agencies working in green and energy efficient
technologies, climate change etc.
In the spirit of cooperative federalism, the Mission will provide flexibility to States for
choosing best options to meet the demand of housing in their states.
The process of project formulation and approval in accordance with Mission Guidelines
would be left to the States, so that projects can be formulated, approved and
implemented faster. The Mission will provide technical and financial support in
accordance to the Guidelines to the States to meet the challenge of urban housing.
The Mission will compile best practices in terms of affordable housing policies of the
States/UTs designs and technologies adopted by States and Cities with an objective to
spread best practices across States and cities and foster cross learning.
The Mission will also develop a virtual platform to obtain suggestions and inputs on
house design, materials, technologies and other elements of urban housing.
Ownership of houses will be in the name of woman or jointly with husband.

NDRF observes 2nd Rescuers Day


The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) recently observed the ―2nd
Commemoration Day of Rescuers Day‖ to pay homage to the NDRF personnel who were
martyred during Rescue Operations in Kedarnath two years ago.
NDRF:
 The Disaster Management Act has made the statutory provisions for constitution of
National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) for the purpose of specialized response to
natural and man-made disasters.
 Two national calamities in quick succession in the form of Orissa Super Cyclone (1999)
and Gujarat Earthquake (2001) brought about the realization of the need of having a
specialist response mechanism at National Level to effectively respond to disasters. This
realization led to the enactment of the DM Act on 26 Dec 2005.
 NDRF has been proving its importance by highly skilled rescue and relief operations,
regular and intensive training and re-training, capacity building & familiarization
exercises within the area of responsibility, carrying out mock drills and joint exercises
with the various stakeholders.
ROLE AND MANDATE OF NDRF:
 Specialized response during disasters
 Proactive deployment during impending disaster situations
 Acquire and continually upgrade its own training and skills
 Liaison, Reconnaissance, Rehearsals and Mock Drills
 Impart basic and operational level training to State Response Forces (Police, Civil
Defence and Home Guards)
 Community Capacity Building Programme
 Public Awareness Campaign
Why it is said to be UNIQUE?
 It is the only dedicated disaster response force of the world.
 The only agency with comprehensive response capabilities having multi-disciplinary and
multi-skilled, high-tech, stand alone nature.
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Experienced paramilitary personnel specially trained and equipped for disaster response.
Capabilities for undertaking disaster response, prevention, mitigation and capacity
building.

Health Ministry organises a workshop on Kayakalp Awards


The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare recently organised an awareness and
orientation workshop on the Kayakalp Awards.
 At the workshop, the states were asked to work resolutely on improving cleanliness in the
public health facilities which is the mandate of the Kayakalp awards. They were also
informed that the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare would be supporting the states in
their endeavors.
 In the current financial year, two hospitals in large states would get cash awards of Rs.
50.0 lakh for the best hospital and Rs. 20.0 lakh for the runner-up award. The Best
District Hospital in small states would be awarded Rs 50.0 lakhs.
About Kayakalp awards:
 The Ministry of Health & Family Welfare has instated the Kayakalp Awards under the
Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan launched by Prime Minister on 2nd October 2014.
 It focuses on promoting cleanliness in public spaces.
 KAYAKALP promotes a clean environment in public health facilities, which are essential
to the dignity, comfort and speedy recovery of the patients.
 The Health Ministry has also issued Swachh Hospital Guidelines which lay down the
protocol and processes for maintaining cleanliness and hygiene at public health facilities.
 ‗KAYAKALP‘ guidelines will also help public health facilities to attain National Quality
Standards pertaining to cleanliness.

China, India fast-track BCIM economic corridor project


China and India are adding fresh momentum to the establishment of the BangladeshChina-India-Myanmar (BCIM) economic corridor, which is expected to develop
gradually before more ambitious goals are achieved.
About the corridor:
 The Bangladesh China India Myanmar Economic Corridor is an initiative conceptualised
for significant gains through sub-regional economic cooperation within the BCIM.
 The multi-modal corridor will be the first expressway between India and China and will
pass through Myanmar and Bangladesh.
 The project will link Kolkata with Kunming, the capital of China‘s Yunnan province,
passing through Myanmar and Bangladesh, with Mandalay and Dhaka among the focal
points.
 The economic advantages of the BCIM trade corridor are considerable, most notably:
access to numerous markets in Southeast Asia, improvement of transportation
infrastructure and creation of industrial zones.
 At present, this route is problematic because it enters a small portion of Arunachal
Pradesh over which India and China have a territorial dispute. Besides, a part of this
stretch is insurgency-prone, and therefore unsafe.
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India ranked best for investment


A ranking of destinations for attractiveness to foreign investors has placed India at the
top among 110 countries. In the 2014 index, India was at the sixth position and Hong
Kong was number one.
About the index:
 The ranking is based on an index for baseline profitability that assumes that
three factors affect the ultimate success of a foreign investment:
 How much the value of an asset grows.
 The preservation of that value while the asset is owned.
 The ease of repatriation of proceeds from selling the asset.
 The index combines measures for each of these factors into a summary statistic that
conveys a country‘s basic attractiveness for investment.
 The index compares how local policies and conditions affect the same investment in
different countries. Or how the value of the principal and the return will change
depending only on where the investment is made.
Other details:
 China has secured the 65th position and the U.S. is at the 50th. In the 2014 index, India
was at the sixth position and Hong Kong was number one.
 A high ranking indicates high returns and improving economic institutions.
 India came first in the Baseline Profitability Index helped by its improved ranking in the
Transparency International‘s Corruption Perception Index — in 2014, the country was at
the 85th position out of 175 countries as compared to its ranking of 94 out of 177
countries in 2013.
 Baseline Profitability Index (BPI) calculation also uses an index of investor protection
compiled by the World Bank. In 2014, the average BPI score across all countries was
0.99; this year it is 1.03 — meaning the expected returns over the next five years are
about three-quarters of a per cent higher a year.

Railyatri/Upbhokta Pakhwada


The historical country-wide massive public outreach event under the name
―Railyatri/Upbhokta Pakhwada‖(Passenger and customer Facilitation fortnight)
organized all over Indian Railways was recently concluded.
Aim of the programme:
 This fortnight long programme was primarily directed towards improvement of
passenger amenities and services, customer care, participation of passenger and railway
staff in various activities and for creating awareness amongst the public about Railway‘s
initiatives and achievements.
Themes of the programme:
 The fortnight long Railyatri Upbhokta ‗Pakhwada‘ was based on the themes of SEVA
(Service), SAMAPRAN (Dedication), SAHYOG (Cooperation/participation),
SANKALP(Commitment) and SAMPARK (Outreach).
The events undertaken during this fortnight long programme included:
 Inauguration/launching of completed projects.
 Signing of MoUs with Railways PSUs for upgrading passenger amenities in certain
identified stations.
 Formation of Special Purpose Vehicles (SPVs) with the State Governments for joint
development of Infrastructure.
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Road Shows & Interaction by GMs and DRMs with passengers and other customers by
visiting stations and by traveling with public in suburban and other passenger trains.
Interaction with State Government Authorities, interaction with public seeking their
support for Railway‘s Cleanliness Campaign and Safety Awareness Campaign at
unmanned level crossings.
Inspection of Railway Stations.
Drive about courtesy programme for the front line staff.
Health check-up camps, intensive drive to check catering services, vigilance checks,
intensive ticket checking drive, drive against touts etc.

Nadia gets U.N. pat for achieving total sanitation


The district Magistrate of Nadia along with chief of Nadia Zilla Parishad in West Bengal
was recently presented the United Nations Public Services Award 2015 for eliminating
open defecation in the district.
Some facts:
 Nadia district is located in south Bengal.
 It had half of its population defecating in open till October 2013. The district
administration, under a programme called Sabar Souchagar, built 3.56 lakh toilets in the
district. As a result, the number of people continuing with the practice dropped to mere
0.2 per cent.
About the initiative:
 The U.N. has described Sabar Shouchagar (Toilets for All) as a ―unique model
developed to generate awareness, improve access to sanitary toilets, and bring
substantial health improvement through improved sanitation.‖
 The scheme has mobilised all stakeholders, especially women and schoolchildren and has
seen involvement of faith-based organisations. The UN has said that this model has the
potential to eliminate open defecation from across the world.
About the UN public service award:
 The United Nations (UN) Public Service Award is the most prestigious international
recognition of excellence in public service.
 It rewards the creative achievements and contributions of public service institutions that
lead to a more effective and responsive public administration in countries worldwide.
 Through an annual competition, the UN Public Service Awards promotes the role,
professionalism and visibility of public service.
 All Public organizations/agencies at national and sub-national levels, as well as
public/private partnerships and organizations performing outsourced public service
functions, are eligible for nomination.

India, Thailand to sign double taxation avoidance treaty


India and Thailand will sign a double taxation treaty during the upcoming three-day visit
of External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj.
What is Double Taxation?
 Double taxation is the levying of tax by two or more jurisdictions on the same declared
income (in the case of income taxes), asset (in the case of capital taxes), or financial
transaction (in the case of sales taxes). This double liability is often mitigated by tax
treaties between countries.
What is Double Tax Avoidance Agreement (DTAA)?
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DTAA also referred as Tax Treaty is a bilateral economic agreement between two nations
that aims to avoid or eliminate double taxation of the same income in two countries.
 DTAA provides that business profits will be taxable in the source country if the activities
of an enterprise constitute a permanent establishment (PE).
Benefits of such agreements:
 Deals with the black money menace.
 Provides solutions to avoid double taxation of same income.
 The agreements generally provide for other matters of common interest of the two
countries such as exchange of information, mutual assistance procedure for resolution of
disputes and for mutual assistance in effecting recovery of taxes.
 It will provide tax stability to the residents of both the countries and will facilitate mutual
economic.

SpaceX rocket with Dragon cargo ship to ISS explodes


An unmanned SpaceX rocket exploded less than three minutes after lift-off from Cape
Canaveral, Florida on June 28th, 2015. Falcon 9 Rocket was meant to propel the Dragon
cargo ship to the International Space Station on a routine supply mission, the seventh for
SpaceX so far.
About the International Space Station (ISS):
 The International Space Station (ISS) is a space station, or a habitable artificial
satellite, in low Earth orbit.
 The ISS is now the largest artificial body in orbit.
 The ISS consists of pressurised modules, external trusses, solar arrays and other
components. ISS components have been launched by Russian Proton and Soyuz rockets
as well as American Space Shuttles.
 The ISS serves as a microgravity and space environment research laboratory in which
crew members conduct experiments in biology, human biology, physics, astronomy,
meteorology and other fields.
 The station is suited for the testing of spacecraft systems and equipment required for
missions to the Moon and Mars.
 The ISS maintains an orbit with an altitude of between 330 and 435 km by means of
reboost manoeuvres using the engines of the Zvezda module or visiting spacecraft. It
completes 15.54 orbits per day.
 ISS is the ninth space station to be inhabited by crews, following the Soviet and later
Russian Salyut, Almaz, and Mir stations as well as Skylab from the US.
 The ISS programme is a joint project among five participating space agencies: NASA,
Roscosmos, JAXA, ESA, and CSA.
 The ownership and use of the space station is established by intergovernmental treaties
and agreements. The station is divided into two sections, the Russian Orbital Segment
(ROS) and the United States Orbital Segment (USOS), which is shared by many nations.

The Nabakalebar festival to be promoted through Incredible
India campaign


Since Lord Jagannath‘s Nabakalebar festival is being observed after a gap of 19 years,
the Centre has decided to promote the Hindu religious festival under ‗the Incredible
India Campaign for its international branding‘.
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The preparations are on in Puri for Nabakalebar festival to be celebrated on 10th July
this year.
 As per tradition of the Puri temple, the old bodies of the deities at Puri temple will be
replaced by the new ones made of Neem (Margo) wood logs called sacred Daru. This
religious ritual is known as Banayaga Parba of the Nabakalevara ceremony.
 On this occasion, the Union Culture Ministry will release a postal stamp and coin to mark
the long-awaited festival.
About Nabakalebar festival:
 The Nabakalebara is an ancient ritual associated with most of the Jagannath Temples
when the Idols of Lord Jagannath, Balabhadra, Subhadra and Sudarshan are replaced by
a new set of Idols.
 A year with an extra Ashadha masa/month as per Hindu Calendar is considered
auspicious for conducting the ceremony. This usually occurs every twelve to nineteen
years.
 The Deities are made from a special type of Neem wood known as Daru Bramha.
 Preparations for the ceremony start in the month of Chaitra. Last ceremony was done in
the year 1996.
 This festival is celebrated at the Jagannath Temple in Puri, Orissa.

50 nations in, AIIB takes shape


India and 49 other founding members of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AIIB) recently signed articles that determine each country‘s share and the lender‘s initial
capital.
 The remaining seven founding members can sign the agreement before December 2015.
 India had signed the Memorandum of Understanding for Establishment of AIIB in
October 2014 along with 21 regional founding members.
About AIIB:
 The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is an international financial institution
proposed by China. The purpose of the multilateral development bank is to provide
finance to infrastructure projects in the Asia-Pacific region.
 AIIB is regarded by some as a rival for the IMF, the World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank (ADB), which the AIIB says are dominated by developed countries
like the United States and Japan.
 The AIIB is expected to focus on infrastructure development in Asia, and unlike the
existing International Monetary Fund and World Bank, is unlikely to restrict lending on
political considerations.
 The authorised capital of AIIB will be $100 billion. AIIB‘s headquarters is to be located in
Beijing.
 India is the second largest shareholder in the Bank after China.
 In March 2015, United Kingdom became the first of G7 nations to join the bank.
 It is being called as a very positive development in the sense that it opens up more
borrowing opportunities.
 China, India and Russia are the three largest shareholders.
 Voting pattern: The voting shares are based on the size of each member country‘s
economy and not contribution to the bank‘s authorised capital.
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Azhagankulam was in the big league


Excavation at Azhagankulam village in Ramanathapuram district, Tamil Nadu, has
thrown up fresh evidence that it was an important trading post between the Sangam
Pandyas and the Romans from circa 50 BCE to circa 500 CE.
 Archaelogists have said that Arikkamedu in Puducherry and Pattanam (Muziris) in
Kerala formed a troika of trade centres between Rome and the Tamil country during the
Tamil Sangam age.
 So far, the excavation at Azhagankulam has yielded broken Roman Amphora jars,
Mediterranean pottery, embossed Roman potsherds, copper coins, Chinese Celadon
ware, rouletted ware, potsherds with Tamil Brahmi letters, a potsherd with a swastika
symbol, Beads made of carnelian, quartz and glass.
 Excavations have also yielded three Roman coins. The legend on them showed that
Roman emperors Valentine II (regnal years 383 CE to 395 CE) and Arcadius (regnal
years 395 CE to 408 CE) issued them.
 The Mauryan context at Azhagankulam was also revealed recently, with the occurrence of
the northern black polished ware and punch-marked coins.
Pandyan Dynasty – Basics:
 The Pandyan dynasty was an ancient Tamil dynasty, one of the three Tamil dynasties.
 The Pandya King, along with Chera King and Chola King, together were called as Three
Crowned Kings of Tamilakam.
 The dynasty ruled parts of South India from around 600 BCE (Early Pandyan Kingdom)
to first half of 17th century CE.
 The capital of the Early Pandyan kingdom was initially Korkai, around 600 BCE, and was
later moved to Koodal (now Madurai) during the reign of Nedunjeliyan I.
 The kings of the Pandyan Dynasty are frequently mentioned in Sangam literature of the
third century BCE and onwards, in works such as the Mathuraikkanci and other early
Tamil literary works such as Cilapatikaram.
 The Pandyas ruled for the longest time in the Indian history and are believed to be the
richest dynasty in the history of India.

An exact 3D model of heart hot off the printer


Researchers have produced the first 3D anatomic model of a patient‘s heart using two
common imaging techniques, aiming to enhance diagnosis and surgical planning.
Details:
 This is the first time the integration of computed tomography (CT) and 3D
transesophageal echocardiography (3DTEE) has been used for printing a hybrid 3D
model of a patient‘s heart.
 Previous methods of 3D printing utilise only one imaging modality, which may not be as
accurate as merging two or more datasets. Hybrid 3D printing integrates the best aspects
of two or more imaging modalities, which can potentially enhance diagnosis, as well as
interventional and surgical planning.
 The team used specialised software to register images from the two imaging modalities to
integrate datasets selectively to produce an accurate anatomic model of the heart. The
result creates more detailed and anatomically accurate 3D renderings and printed
models, which may enable physicians to better diagnose and treat heart disease.
 This is being seen as a huge leap for individualised medicine in cardiology and congenital
heart disease.
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CT and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) are established imaging tools for producing
3D printable models.
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