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No special category status, Centre tells AP
In a major blow to Andhra Pradesh, Union minister of state for planning, Rao Inderjit
Singh recently announced that special category status would not be granted to any new
state in the country in the present circumstances.
The Union Government has said that special status for states cannot be granted as the
14th Finance Commission is against it. However, only special development packages will
be considered.
The 14th Finance Commission has not made any distinction between special and general
category States in the recommendation of horizontal distribution among the States.
This is being seen as a major disappointment to the Andhra Pradesh Government as it is
heavily banking on the concessions/incentives that would accrue to the state if it were
given special status. Given its precarious financial position, Andhra Pradesh is expected
to suffer a major hit if these privileges are not given to it.
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Special category states in India:
 The decision to grant special category status to States lie with the National
Development Council.
 Background: Initially, three states namely Assam, Nagaland and Jammu & Kashmir were
accorded special category status and later on eight other states were also given special
category status namely: Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Uttarakhand, Tripura, Himachal Pradesh, and Sikkim and thus the list is now increased
toeleven.
 The bases on the basis of which NDC decides whether a State should be accorded special
status or not includes:
 hilly and difficult terrain.
 low population density and or sizeable share of tribal population.
 strategic location along borders with neighboring countries.
 economic and infrastructure backwardness and non-viable nature of state finances.
Other details:
 In order to achieve the status of a special category state, a state has to project itself as
socioeconomically or strategically vulnerable state.
 The Finance Commission is entrusted with the work of distribution of central tax
revenues among states. The Finance Commission also recommends the principles
governing non-plan grants and loans to states.
 The special category states get 30% of the total assistance for all states while the other
states share the remaining 70%.
 The nature of the assistance also varies for special category states. Normal Central
Assistance (NCA) is split into 90% grants and 10% loans for special category states, while
the ratio between grants and loans is 30:70 for other states.
Two-thirds of rural households still use firewood for cooking


Recently released data from the National Sample Survey (NSS) show that over two-thirds
of households in rural India still rely on firewood for cooking.
 The data relate to a survey conducted by the NSSO on a nationally representative sample
during 2011-12.
Details of the survey:
 Over two-thirds of households use liquefied petroleum gas for cooking in urban areas,
but 14% of urban households — including nearly half of the poorest 20%— still rely on
firewood.
 The data show that the use of firewood for cooking has declined only very slowly over the
years in rural India going from 78.2% of all rural households in 1993-94 to 67.3% in
2011-12.
 LPG use in rural households has grown relatively fast, from fewer than two per cent of
rural households two decades ago to 15% in 2011-12.
 In North Indian States, cow-dung cake remains one of the major fuels for cooking.
 The use of cooking fuel is sharply dictated by class — the use of firewood drops steadily
with rising incomes in rural and urban areas, and LPG use is highest among the richest
classes.
 The data show 87% of Scheduled Tribe households and 70% of Scheduled Caste
households in rural India use firewood, compared with 57% of others.
 Tamil Nadu had the highest use of LPG among rural households, with over a third using
it for cooking, followed by Kerala and Punjab. The use of LPG was least in Chhattisgarh
(1.5% of households) followed by Jharkhand (2.9%) and Odisha (3.9%).
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The majority of households in the country uses electricity as its primary source of
lighting, but over a fourth of rural households still rely on kerosene.
Over the past decade, the proportion of households using kerosene to light their houses
has, however, halved in rural India.
The use of electricity was the highest in rural A.P., Punjab, Tamil Nadu and Kerala, where
nearly all rural households used electricity to light their homes.
Russia, China to counter U.S.-led „Asia Pivot‟



Russia has released a new naval doctrine that singles out China as its core partner in the
Pacific, signalling Moscow and Beijing‘s push towards countering the Japan backed ―Asia
Pivot‖ of the U.S.
 The naval doctrine, which will be valid till 2020, underscores that friendly ties with
China in the Pacific are one of the cornerstones of Moscow‘s new policy.
 Experts have said that such announcements can cement Washington‘s ―Asia Pivot‖
doctrine which envisages that 60% of the total U.S. armed forces would be deployed
under the Pacific Command, with China as its focal point.
What is Asia Pivot doctrine?
 The ―Pivot to Asia‖ doctrine marks a decisive shift in the US foreign policy. The doctrine
essentially envisages a rebalance of US relationships vis-a-vis Asian states and a
restructuring of priorities for the American foreign policy establishment.
 Under this doctrine, the US‘ political attention will increasingly shift from Euro-Atlantic
region to the Indo-Pacific region, particularly focusing on East Asian states in order to
contain the Chinese meteoric rise.
 This doctrine adopts a multidimensional approach encompassing economic, political and
security issues to strengthen US engagement with Asian states. It advocates
multilateralism with strong emphasis on trade and economic partnerships while subtly
combining hard power and soft power instruments to gain predominance in the IndoPacific region.
Vaccine developed to fight Ebola


A new vaccine developed against Ebola by Public Health Agency of Canada has shown
100 % efficiency in a trial that was carried out in Guinea. This scientific accomplishment
is likely to bring the West African epidemic to an end.
Details:
 A dummy virus (vesicular stomatitis virus, or VSV) was designed with diluted elements of
Ebola. As the risk-free virus enters a human body, it alarms the immune system, which
launches a scathing attack on the intruder, killing it along with the deadly Ebola virus.
 The scientists have deployed ―the ring‖ vaccination methodology in the vaccine trial,
which means, 4000 people who had had a minimum or a maximum contact with 100
diseased persons were vaccinated with VSV. The scientists observed that the vaccinated
community blocked the virus.
EBOLA:
 Ebola virus disease (EVD), formerly known as Ebola haemorrhagic fever, is a severe,
often fatal illness in humans. It is a disease of humans and other primates caused by an
ebolavirus.
 Symptoms start two days to three weeks after contracting the virus, with a fever, sore
throat, muscle pain and headaches.
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Typically, vomiting, diarrhea and rash follow, along with decreased functioning of the
liver and kidneys. Around this time, affected people may begin to bleed both within the
body and externally.
The virus may be acquired upon contact with blood or bodily fluids of an infected animal.
Fruit bats are believed to be a carrier and may spread the virus without being affected.
Once human infection occurs, the disease may spread between people, as well.
In order to reduce the spread, the World Health Organization recommends raising
community awareness of the risk factors for Ebola infection and the protective measures
individuals can take. These include avoiding contact with infected people and regular
hand washing using soap and water. Traditional burial rituals, especially those requiring
washing or embalming of bodies, should be discouraged or modified.
Quarantine: Quarantine, also known as enforced isolation, is usually effective in
decreasing spread. Governments often quarantine areas where the disease is occurring or
individuals who may be infected.
Scheme for Development of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups









Ministry of Tribal Affairs has revised the Central Sector Scheme known as
―Development of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)‖.
Under the revised scheme, the Ministry will provide 100% financial assistance through
State Governments for activities including housing, land distribution and land
development, agricultural development, animal husbandry, construction of link roads,
installation of non-conventional sources of energy or other innovative activity.
The financial assistance will be for the comprehensive socio-economic development of
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs).
The assistance will be based on Conservation-cum-Development (CCD) Plan prepared by
the concerned State Governments on the basis of assessment of their requirements.
Under the Scheme, priority is accorded for their protection and improvement in terms of
the social indicators like livelihood, health, nutrition and education, so as to decrease
their vulnerability.
At present there are 75 tribal groups identified and categorized as Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups (PVTGs), (earlier known as Primitive Tribal Groups) located in the
States/UT of AP, Bihar, Jharkhand, Gujarat, Karnataka, Kerala, MP, Chhattisgarh,
Maharashtra, Manipur, Odisha, Rajasthan, TN, Tripura, UP, Uttarakhand, West-Bengal
and Andaman & Nicobar Islands.
Enclaves transferred






India and Bangladesh recently exchanged the enclaves located on Indo – Bangladesh
border. With this the complex issue that has lingered since independence has been
resolved.
Now, Bangladeshi enclaves in India and Indian enclaves in Bangladesh shall stand
physically transferred to the other country with effect from the midnight of July 31, 2015.
There were 111 Indian enclaves in Bangladesh and 51 Bangladeshi enclaves in India
which were to be exchanged pursuant to the 1974 Land Boundary Agreement and 2011
Protocol and instruments of ratification.
From now on, enclave residents on both sides of the border will enjoy the benefits of
nationality of India or Bangladesh, as the case may be, and thus access to civic services,
education, health-care and other facilities provided by the two Governments to their
respective nationals.
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According to an estimate, around 37,000 people are living in Indian enclaves in
Bangladesh while 14,000 people are staying in Bangladeshi enclaves in India.
About the land swap deal:
 The swap will involve handing over 17,000 acres of land to Bangladesh in return for
7,000 acres in 111 enclaves in West Bengal, Assam, Tripura and Meghalaya, and was first
decided under the 1974 Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) between India and
Bangladesh, but never ratified by Parliament.
 It will require an amendment to the Constitution (the 119th amendment) ratified by both
Houses of Parliament with a two-thirds majority.
Kochi gets India‟s first harbour defence system











The naval harbour in Kochi has become the first in the country to get a top-notch
defence system.
About the Integrated Underwater Harbour Defence and Surveillance System (IUHDSS):
It is a state-of-the-art automated system capable of detecting, identifying, tracking and
generating warning for surface and underwater threats.
It will enable operators to foresee, and respond to, surface and sub-surface threats to
vital assets along the harbour and warships in the quay.
The system comprises a cluster of coastal surveillance radars, high-power underwater
sensors and diver detection sonars.
It was designed by Israeli Aerospace Industries (IAI) ELTA.
Similar coastal defence systems are deployed at 150 locations across the world. In India,
the decision to cast a network of electro-optical sensors, thermal imaging sensors, radar
and high-definition underwater sensors around naval jetties was taken in the aftermath
of 26/11 with a view to strengthening security around the coast and high-value naval
assets.
The IUHDSS, along with the specialised Sagar Prahari Bal, would help augment security
of the coast around the naval installations in Kochi.
The IUHDSS will relay images to the multi-agency Joint Operations Centre (JOC).
India will be world‟s most populous country in 2022: U.N.



According to the 2015 revision to the U.N.‘s World Population Projections, which was
released recently, in seven years, India will surpass China to become the world‘s most
populous country and will have 1.7 billion residents by 2050.
Details of the study:
 The study says that the world population reached 7.3 billion as of mid-2015, adding
approximately one billion people in the past 12 years. The world population, however, is
growing slower now; 10 years ago, the growth rate was 1.24% a year, but now, it is
growing by 1.18%, or approximately, an additional 83 million people annually.
 It will take 15 years to add the next billion people, taking the world population to 8.5
billion in 2030. By 2050, the world will have 9.7 billion people and 11.2 billion by 2100.
 As a region, Africa will have its population — propelled to a large extent by Nigeria which
will be the third largest populated country in the world in 2050 overtaking the United
States.
 The population of 48 countries, most of them in Europe and including Japan, will in
contrast shrink between 2015 and 2050.
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The median age of the global population — that is, the age at which half the population is
older and half is younger — is 29.6. About one-quarter (26 %) of the world‘s people are
under 15 years of age, 62%are aged 15 to 59, and 12% 60 or above.
 India is younger than the world; the median age is a full three years younger and 28.8%
are under the age of 15, while just 8.9% are 60 or over. By 2050, India will have aged
significantly, and the share of people over 60 will be twice as big, while the median age
will be 37.3.
 China‘s population will start declining by the 2030s, while India‘s is projected to decline
only after 2069 when its population is around 1.75 billion.
Fertility rate in India:
 Demographic experts say the U.N.‘s projections may not be keeping pace with the speed
at which India is reducing its fertility. As of 2013, India‘s total fertility rate (average
number of children per woman) was down to 2.3. However, the U.N. projects a rate of
2.34 for 2015-20. With the fertility rate of 2.3, India could reach replacement fertility
levels — when every woman has just enough children to replace the parents on average —
by 2020, but the U.N. projections would see this happening around a decade later.
 As of mid-2015, India had 1.31 billion people. Eleven States have already achieved
replacement fertility levels.
Bihar bans 11 noodle brands


After Maggi, the Bihar government has banned sale, advertisement and storage of
11 other brands of instant noodles after lab tests found presence of monosodium
glutamate in them.
 During tests it was found that one of the 11 brands also contained lead over permissible
limit.
 Nestle‘s ‗Maggi‘ noodles has been banned in Bihar since June 5.
Why Maggi was banned?
 Some Maggi noodles samples were reportedly found to contain higher-than-permissible
levels of monosodium glutamate (MSG). Maggi noodles has been at the centre of
controversy since laboratory tests ordered by Uttar Pradesh food inspectors in June 2015
on a batch of the popular snack allegedly found eight times as much lead as permissible.
About Monosodium glutamate (MSG):
 It is one of the most common, naturally occurring non-essential amino acid, which is
found in tomatoes, Parmesan cheese, potatoes, mushrooms, and other vegetables and
fruits.
 In the food industry, it is used as a taste enhancer that increases the meaty, savoury
flavor of food.
 Although the U.S Food and Drug Administration recognises MSG as safe, it is considered
far more harmful in India. It has long-term effects, but show signs of discomfort among
sensitive people whenever consumed.
 Typical MSG complaints include: Burning sensations of the mouth, head and neck
Headaches Weakness of the arms or legs Upset stomach Hives or other allergic-type
reactions with the skin.
 Scientists have also discovered that the compound can destroy Retina and parts of the
Brain. It can also lead to nervous disorders and radical hormone fluctuations.
 Many studies have also shown that it is particularly harmful for pregnant women and
nursing mothers as infants and very young children are susceptible to brain damage and
underdevelopment.
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FCI gets Rs.13,000 cr as food subsidy


To ensure smooth procurement and distribution of grains, the government has released
Rs.13,000 crore as food subsidy to state-owned Food Corporation of India (FCI).
 The corporation is facing a subsidy arrear of above Rs.55,000 crore as of March 31, 2015.
 For 2015-16, the government has allocated Rs.97,000 crore as food subsidy to FCI
against an estimated bill of Rs.1,18,000 crore.
 In 2014-15, the government had allocated Rs.92,000 crore as food subsidy, out of which
Rs. 91,995.35 crore was given to FCI. The subsidy incurred in the year was Rs. 1,02,476
crore.
 The bulk of the food subsidy is paid to FCI for running the public distribution system
(PDS).
About the Food Corporation of India (FCI):
 It was set up in 1965 under the Food Corporations Act 1964 to implement the following
objectives of the National Food Policy :
 Effective price support operations for safeguarding the interests of the farmers.
 Distribution of foodgrains throughout the country for Public Distribution System.
 Maintaining satisfactory level of operational and buffer stocks of foodgrains to ensure
National Food Security
 Regulate market price to provide foodgrains to consumers at a reliable price
 FCI is the main agency for procurement, storage and distribution of food grains.
Experts favour pre-exposure anti-rabies vaccination in Kerala


Public health experts in Kerala have mooted the idea of pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP)
vaccination for rabies, especially for children, as Kerala is a rabies-endemic area and
there seems to be no solution in sight to check the burgeoning stray dog population.
Pre – exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) for rabies:
 Pre-exposure prophylaxis for rabies is normally recommended for those whose
occupation frequently puts them at risk of animal bites, like veterinarians or animal
handlers.
 PrEP is a strategy encouraged by the World Health Organisation in areas where canine
rabies is a major public health problem.
 The biggest advantage of PrEP is that even if a person is later exposed to a severe animal
bite he will not require the costly, life-saving rabies immunoglobulin (RIG) or serum.
 Experts say that this strategy is suitable to bring down deaths caused by accidental dog
bites and in the long-term, could be a better investment for the government.
In Kerala:
 The incidence of animal bites has gone in Kerala by three times between 2009 and 2015.
 PrEP, as a strategy to prevent rabies, is especially important in a State like Kerala where
people are lax about regularly vaccinating domestic dogs.
 About 60% of the animal bites which ends in rabies death are caused by domestic dogs.
Rabies is one disease which can be prevented through timely immunisation, even after
one is exposed to the virus.
 Kerala annually spends more money — Rs. 8 crore — on rabies vaccine and serum than it
does on anti-cancer drugs (Rs. 5.25 cr). This is however, a far cry from what the
government used to spend on the same in 2009, which was Rs. 36 crore.
 The budgetary spend was brought down after 2009, when rabies vaccination through the
intra-dermal route (IDRV) — as against the traditional intra-muscular route — was
introduced in public health facilities.
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The government also moved away from the expensive human rabies serum (which would
cost Rs. 20,000) to equine serum, which cost only Rs. 1,500 per person.
Pakistan becomes member of CERN



The European Organisation for Nuclear Research, known as CERN, has formally
conferred its associate membership on Pakistan, following completion of required
internal ratification process by it.
 Pakistan can now participate in the governance of CERN, by attending meetings of its
council. It will also allow the Pakistani industry to bid for CERN contracts.
About CERN:
 The European Organization for Nuclear Research, known as CERN is a European
research organization that operates the largest particle physics laboratory in the world.
The CERN convention was signed in 1953 by the 12 founding states and entered into
force on 29 September 1954.
 It has 22 European member states. Israel is the first (and currently only) non-European
country granted full membership.
 Member states have special duties and privileges. They make a contribution to the capital
and operating costs of CERN‘s programmes, and are represented in the council,
responsible for all important decisions about the organization and its activities.
 CERN‘s main function is to provide the particle accelerators and other infrastructure
needed for high-energy physics research – as a result, numerous experiments have been
constructed at CERN as a result of international collaborations.
 CERN is also the place the World Wide Web was first implemented.
 It also operates the Large Hadron Collider (LHC).
 Some states (or international organizations) for which membership is either not possible
or not yet feasible are observers. ―Observer‖ status allows non-member states to attend
council meetings and to receive council documents, without taking part in the decisionmaking procedures of the organization.
 Observer states and organizations currently involved in CERN programmes include the
European Commission, India, Japan, the Russian Federation, Turkey, UNESCO and the
USA.
India and CERN:
 Currently, India has observer status in CERN, which has 22 member states.
 To be an associate member, India will have to pay $10.7 million annually. The status of
associate member is also the pre-stage to full membership.
 The associate membership will open the doors of mega science experiments for Indian
scientists and will also allow Indian industry to participate in bids for Cern contracts
across various sectors. India was given ―Observer‖ status in Cern in 2002.
25 Congress MPs suspended for 5 sittings




Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan has suspended 25 Congress MPs for five
consecutive sittings for ―persistently and wilfully obstructing‖ the House.
The Speaker took the decision on suspension by invoking Rule 374(A), the first such
instance in the 16th Lok Sabha.
Rule 374(A) states: ―Notwithstanding anything contained in rules 373 and 374, in the
event of grave disorder occasioned by a member coming into the well of the House or
abusing the rules of the House persistently and willfully obstructing its business by
shouting slogans or otherwise, such member shall, on being named by the Speaker, stand
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automatically suspended from the service of the House for five consecutive sittings or the
remainder of the session, whichever is less.‖
This decision has triggered a larger Opposition unity with around nine Opposition
parties announcing their decision to boycott the Lok Sabha proceedings for the next five
days in protest against the suspension of Congress MPs.
Centre inks peace accord with Naga insurgent outfit



The Union government has signed a peace accord with the Nationalist Socialist Council
of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah), one of the largest insurgent outfits, which has been
demanding a unified Naga identity and a separate ‗Nagalim‘ State for over six decades.
 However, the details of the accord are not released by the government, and there is no
clarity on the ―sovereignty clause,‖ being demanded by the insurgent group.
 But under the broad framework of the peace settlement, the Naga leadership has given
up its demand for integration of the Naga inhabited areas under one administration, and
has accepted the primacy of the Indian Constitution. And the govenrment has said that it
accepts the ―uniqueness of the Naga history and culture‖ and indicated its willingness to
give Nagas living outside Nagaland autonomy in governance.
 The NSCN-K, the breakaway faction of the NSCN, however, was not part of the
settlement. The faction, which broke away in 1998, is believed to have been behind the
attack on an Army convoy in June, 2015.
Background:
 The Naga insurgency is six decades old. The NSCN-IM, one of the several separatist
groups in the north-east, has been fighting for an independent, ethnic Naga homeland
uniting parts of Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and areas of Myanmar, with which
it shares a border.
 The key demand for Greater Nagalim – as it was called — was a major stumbling block
for any agreement.
 The government has been in talks with NSCM-IM since 1997. Now, government has
indicated that it is willing to consider that the Autonomous Hill Councils to give Nagas
outside Nagaland a greater say in deciding their immediate governance.
Only 8.15% of Indians are graduates, Census data show


A new Census data, released recently, shows that despite a big increase in college
attendance, especially among women, fewer than one out of every 10 Indians is a
graduate. This data was released by the office of the Census Commissioner and
Registrar-General of India based on the level of education achieved by Indians as of 2011.
Details:
 The data show that with 6.8 crore graduates and above, India still has more than six
times as many illiterates.
 While rural India accounts for only a third of all graduates, the rate of increase in
graduates was faster in rural than in urban India over the last decade, and fastest of all
among rural women.
 From 26 lakh graduates 10 years ago, nearly 67 lakh rural women are now graduates.
 Rural Indians are more likely to have non-technical graduate degrees than urban
Indians, while urban India accounts for 80% of all Indian technology and medicine
graduates.
 Among those with a graduate degree or above, the majority (over 60%) are those who
have a non-technical graduate degree.
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Data also show that the biggest increase is in the number of people pursuing engineering
and technology diplomas or technical degrees equivalent to a graduate or postgraduate
degree.
The proportion of Indians with engineering and technology qualifications has nearly
doubled over the last decade, while the proportion of women technology graduate
equivalents has more than tripled.
The proportion of graduates among the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes is far
lower than the national average; just over four per cent of the SCs are graduates or above,
while for the Scheduled Tribes, it is below three per cent, and lower still for women.
Chandigarh and Delhi have the highest proportion of graduates — over one in every five
persons — followed by Maharashtra among the big States, while Bihar and Assam are
worst off among the big States, with fewer than one in every 20 persons a graduate.
Across the country — with the notable exceptions of Chandigarh and Kerala — the
proportion of male graduates is higher than that of women.
Sunderbans vulnerable to floods and cyclones



A recent report, titled ‗District Disaster Management Plan, South 24 Parganas, 2015‘,
submitted by the South 24 Parganas district administration to the West Bengal State
government has revealed that at least 8 lakh people in eight blocks in the Sunderbans
area are vulnerable to cyclones and floods.
 According to the report, of the 23 traditional flood shelters in the district, seven are in a
dilapidated condition, two are damaged and two others are in need of repairs.
Sundarbans:
 The Sundarbans is a natural region in West Bengal and Bangladesh. It is the largest
single block of tidal halophytic mangrove forest in the world.
 The Sundarbans covers approximately 10,000 square kilometres (3,900 sq mi) of which
60% is in Bangladesh with the remainder in India.
 It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Mangroves in India:
 Mangroves in India account for about 3% of the world‘s mangrove vegetation. Mangrove
cover in India is 4,662 sq. km, which is 0.14% of the country‘s total geographical area.
Sundarbans in West Bengal accounts for almost half of the total area under mangroves in
the country. Mangrove in India is famous for its rich variety of flora and fauna.
 Composition of Mangroves in India: The very dense mangrove comprises 1,403 sq. km
(30.10% of the total mangrove cover), moderately dense mangrove is 1,658.12 sq. km
(35.57 %) while open mangroves cover an area of 1,600.44 sq. km (33%).
Padma Shri award: SC verdict brings relief to Mohan Babu


The Supreme Court of India has ruled against depriving of Actor-producer Mohan Babu‘s
Padma Shri award.
 The Supreme Court has overturned a High Court ruling directig that he be stripped of the
Padma Shri.
Background:
 A petition was filed in the High Court alleging that Manchu Mohan Babu is allegedly
using the ‗Padma Sri‘ award for films. Responding to this, the High Court had asked
Mohan Babu to return back the Padma Award.
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Mohan Babu moved the Supreme Court and filed an affidavit stating that he had not
misused the title but that it was included in the titles of the film without his knowledge by
the producers.
Balaji Raghavan versus Union of India case:
 The Supreme Court in the above said case has clarified that the National Awards do not
amount to ‗titles‘ within the meaning of Article 18(1) and they should not be used as
suffixes or prefixes. If this is done, the defaulter should forfeit the National Award
conferred on him or her by following the procedure laid down in Regulation 10 of each of
the four notifications creating these National Awards.
 Article 18(1) of the Indian Constitution prohibits the conferment of `titles‘ by the State
with the exception of military and academic distinctions, but it does not define the words
―titles‖ and ―distinction‖.
Climate change: Obama unveils Clean Power Plan


US President Barack Obama has unveiled what he called ―the biggest, most important
step we have ever taken‖ in tackling climate change.
 The aim of the revised Clean Power Plan is to cut greenhouse gas emissions from US
power stations by nearly a third within 15 years.
 The measures will place significant emphasis on wind and solar power and other
renewable energy sources.
 However, opponents in the energy industry in the U.S. have vowed to fight the plan.
Details:
 The revised plan will aim to cut carbon emissions from the power sector by 32% by 2030,
compared with 2005 levels.
 Each US state will have an emission-cutting goal assigned to it and must submit a
proposal to the Environmental Protection Agency on how it will meet the target.
 The rules aim to cut emissions from power plants and have been strengthened in terms
of the long-term ambition as originally proposed by the president last year, but slightly
weakened in the short-term in a concession to states reliant on highly-polluting coal.
Citizenship soon for those who fled religious persecution


The Union Home Ministry has decided to amend the Citizenship Act, 1955, to grant
citizenship to undocumented migrants who fled religious persecution in Pakistan and
Bangladesh.
 The migrants include not just Hindus but also Buddhists, Christians, Zoroastrians, Sikhs
and Jains.
 Accordingly, a Bill is being prepared to amend the the Citizenship Act, 1955 and make
changes to some provisions in the Foreigners Act, 1946, the Passport (Entry into India)
Act, 1920, and the Passport (Entry into India) Rules, 1950.
 Many people who fled into India fearing religious persecution do not have valid
documents, or have their visas expired.
 Hence, two changes need to be made to the Passport Act, 1920, and Passport Rules, 1950,
to exempt people who fled religious persecution from Pakistan or Bangladesh from being
termed illegal migrants and offer them long-term visas while their case for citizenship is
being considered.
Way ahead:
 The cut-off date proposed for victims of religious persecution from Pakistan and
Bangladesh who can apply for citizenship is December 31, 2014. Citizenship by
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registration (a minimum stay of seven years) and naturalisation (a minimum of 12 years)
will be the two routes.
The Citizenship Act, 1955, would have to be amended to reflect the exemption from the
status of illegal migrant.
The amendment to the Passports Act, 1920, and Passport Rules, 1950, will have to be
notified and tabled in Parliament for two months to allow for objections, if any, before
being deemed clear.
The amendments to the Citizenship Act, 1950, will be cleared as a Bill after being debated
in Parliament.
However, the External Affairs Ministry has cautioned the Home Ministry that the move
could hurt India‘s relations with its neighbours. Nevertheless, the political call has been
taken.
Cloud seeding soon to help overcome farm crisis



The Karnataka State government has decided to take up cloud seeding to overcome the
crisis in the agricultural sector owing to deficient rainfall this year.
 Due to deficient rainfall, the State is reeling under a drought-like situation on one hand,
and on the other farmer suicide is on the rise.
 The state government is also planning to come out with a new policy of rehabilitating
people displaced due to submersion of villages under irrigation projects, with thrust on
enabling them, especially farmers, to rebuild their life in a new place.
What is cloud seeding?
 Cloud seeding is the process of spreading either dry ice, or more commonly, silver iodide
aerosols, into the upper part of clouds to try to stimulate the precipitation process and
form rain.
 Since most rainfall starts through the growth of ice crystals from super-cooled cloud
droplets in the upper parts of clouds, the silver iodide particles are meant to encourage
the growth of new ice particles.
NHAI comes out with cost index


In a move that should make it easier to gauge costs and price movements in the road
construction sector, the National Highways Authority of India has released for public
comment an index of prices pertaining only to the sector.
About the index:
 The index is named the National Highways Construction Cost Index (NHCCI).
 It takes into account 60 items clubbed into three categories—material, labour and
equipment—and arrives at a composite index figure.
 The reference date for the index has been taken as April 2013.
 The aim of the index is to eventually replace the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) when it
comes to measuring the escalation of prices to do with road construction.
What‘s the problem with WPI?
 The WPI is a national index which covers a number of representative items. Although it
is robust at an aggregate level and at the group levels, it is not reliable at item level due to
small number of price quotations.
 It doesn‘t include all the items as required by the highways projects of India.
 Many of the critical components of a highways project are not included in the WPI as
they may not be important in the overall economy.
NHAI:
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The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) is an autonomous agency of the
Government of India, responsible for management of a network of over 70,000 km of
National Highways in India. It is a nodal agency of the Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways.
The NHAI was created through the promulgation of the National Highways Authority of
India Act, 1988. In February 1995, the Authority was formally made an autonomous
body.
It is responsible for the development, maintenance, management and operation of
National Highways.
NHRC seeks report on exclusion of enclave dwellers in census



Inquiring into allegations that many residents have not been included in the census
carried out for exchange of enclaves, the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
recently issued notices to the Union Home Ministry, the External Affairs Ministry and
the Chief Secretaries of West Bengal and Assam asking them to give a detailed report in
four weeks.
 Referring to the letters exchanged between the Foreign Secretaries of India and
Bangladesh on June 6, the NHRC notice emphasised the point that ―both governments
shall facilitate orderly, safe and secure passage to residents of enclaves along with their
personal belongings and movable property to the mainland of India or Bangladesh.‖
What the complaint says?
 Most of the residents/Indians of the Bangladeshi Enclaves in India and Indian Enclaves
in Bangladesh have not been counted in the census conducted in the years 2011 and
2015. There are 30,000 such persons.
 Therefore the commission has said that if the allegations of the complainant are true,
these incidents amount to violation of not only human rights but also the agreement
between the two nations.
 India and Bangladesh formally exchanged the enclaves recently under the Land
Boundary Agreement.
NHRC:
 It is a statutory body established in 1993.
 It consists of a Chairman and 4 members. Chairman should be a retired Chief Justice of
India. Members should be either sitting or retired judges of the supreme court or a
serving or retired Chief Justice of a High Court and 2 persons having practical knowledge
in this field.
 Ex officio members are the chairmen of National Commission for Scheduled Caste,
National Commission for Scheduled Tribes, National Commission for Minorities and
National Commission for Women.
 The chairman and members are appointed on the recommendation of a 6 member
committee consisting of Prime Minister, Speaker of the Lok Sabha, Deputy Chairman of
the Rajya Sabha, leaders of opposition in both the houses of parliament and Union Home
Minister.
 Term of the chairman and members is 5 years or 70 years whichever is earlier.
 After retirement they are not eligible for further reappointment.
 Removal: President has to refer the matter to Supreme Court and if after enquiry
Supreme Court holds it right then they can be removed by the President.
 The commission is not empowered to enquire into matters which were committed one
year before.
 Its recommendations are just advisory and not binding in nature.
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It submits Annual report to the Central government and to the concerned state
governments.
Russia bids at U.N. for vast Arctic territories







Russia has submitted its bid for vast territories in the Arctic to the United Nations.
Russia is claiming 1.2 million square km of Artic sea shelf extending more than 650 km
from the shore.
Russia, the U.S., Canada, Denmark and Norway have all been trying to assert jurisdiction
over parts of the Arctic, which is believed to hold up to a quarter of the planet‘s
undiscovered oil and gas.
Rivalry for Arctic resources has intensified as shrinking polar ice is opening up new
opportunities for exploration.
Russia was the first to submit its claim in 2002, but the U.N. sent it back for lack of
evidence.
Arctic ocean is surrounded by the land masses of Eurasia, North America, Greenland,
and by several islands.
Rare Chera, Chola coins found in Thanjavur



During recent excavations at Senthalaipattanam, Thanjavur district in Tamil Nadu, ten
coins including a Sangam age Chera coin datable to circa second century BCE, eight
Chola period coins and a Vijayanagara period coin have been found.
Details:
 The Senthalaipattanam trench yielded the Chera lead coin of second century BCE. It has
the image of a bow on the reverse side and the obverse probably has a carving of an
elephant. This kind of Chera coin is generally found [on the surface] in the Karur region
in Tamil Nadu.
 Of the eight copper coins of the Chola period, one was issued by Raja Raja Chola. It has
the image, on the obverse, of a man standing and holding a flower. The reverse shows a
seated man and a legend in Nagari, reading ―Rajaraja.‖ This type of coin is called ―Eelam
Kasu‖ (coin). The coin issued by Rajendra Chola has the Nagari script ―Uttama‖ [Chola],
his grandfather‘s name, on the observe.
 The Vijayanagara coin has a seated goddess on the obverse, and a leaf with horizontal
lines and dots on the reverse. While the Chera coin was found at the lowermost level, the
Chola coins were found above and the Vijayanagara coin at the topmost level.
 The excavation has also yielded a heap of beads made out of glass, terracotta and semiprecious stones, terracotta pipes and big pots. There are several lakes with fresh water in
the area. The findings confirm that Mandripattanam must have been a port-town during
the pre-Christian era and a naval base to load the ships with food and water during the
Chola period.
 At this stretch, when the shore was dug about 15 years ago to set up prawn farms, several
Sangam age, Roman and late Chola period coins were found. Hence, this site was chosen
for excavation.
 The Cheras ruled over parts of modern Kerala. Their capital was Vanji and their
important seaports were Tondi and Musiri. The Chola kingdom of the Sangam period
extended from modern Tiruchi district to southern Andhra Pradesh. Their capital was
first located at Uraiyur and then shifted to Puhar. Cheras with the Chola and the
Pandyas, formed the three principal warring Iron Age kingdoms of southern India in the
early centuries of the Common Era.
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Bihar Assembly passes bill on redressal of grievances


The Bihar State legislative Assembly has passed the Bihar Public Grievance Redressal
Bill, 2015. This is expected to empower people to seek redressal of their grievances in a
time-bound manner by government officials.
Details:
 Under the proposed legislation, rules would be framed to make the government servants
duty-bound to dispose grievances of the people in a time-bound manner and their failure
to do so would amount to misconduct for which errant officials could be dismissed from
service.
 The bill makes it mandatory for all public authorities to appoint officers to redress
grievances.
 It will also provide for the setting up of a public grievances redressal commission and
penalty on officer or grievances redressal officer concerned for failure to deliver the
services.
US FDA Clears First 3D-Printed Prescription Drug


The US Food and Drug Administration has approved the first prescription drug
made through 3D printing: a dissolvable tablet that treats seizures.
Details:
 The drug, Spritam levetiracetam, is an oral prescription for treatment of partial onset
seizures, myoclonic seizures and primary generalised tonic-clonic seizures.
 The drug is for both adults and children who suffer from certain types of seizures caused
by epilepsy.
 The tablet is manufactured through a layered process via 3D printing and dissolves when
taken with liquid.
 This printing system can package potent drug doses of up to 1,000 milligrams into
individual tablets.
 By combining three-dimensional printing technology with a highly-prescribed epilepsy
treatment, Spritam is designed to fill a need for patients who struggle with their current
medication experience.
 Spritam is expected to be available in 2016.
 The FDA has previously approved medical devices – including prosthetics – made with
3D printing. Doctors are increasingly turning to 3D printing to create customized
implants for patients with rare conditions and injuries, including children who cannot be
treated with adult-size devices.
Amalendu Krishna of TIFR wins Ramanujan Prize


The Ramanujan Prize for 2015 has been won by mathematician Amalendu Krishna of the
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Mumbai.
 Krishna has been recognised for outstanding contributions in the area of algebraic Ktheory, algebraic cycles and the theory of motives.
About the Ramanujan Prize:
 It was instituted in 2005.
 The prize is awarded jointly by the International Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP),
Italy, the Department of Science and Technology, Government of India, and the
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International Mathematical Union (IMU) to a person under 45 working in a developing
country.
It carries a citation and a cash of $15,000. The winner is invited to give a talk at the the
International Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP).
This is the second time it is being awarded to an Indian, with Sujatha Ramadorai having
won it in 2006.
Solar telescope operationalised at Udaipur observatory



Udaipur Solar Observatory has operationalised a unique telescope ‗Multi Application
Solar Telescope‘ (MAST) for detailed study of solar activities which could facilitate space
weather predictions in the future.
About Multi Application Solar Telescope (MAST):
 The observatory is a part of the Physical Reasearch Laboratory (PRL), an autonomous
unit of the Department of Space, which operationalised the telescope recently.
 It is situated on an island in the middle of Fatehsagar lake. Since the site is surrounded
by water, it keeps temperature pleasant. Besides, the site can boast of more than 250
days of continuous sunshine, which allows to observe the sun properly during day time.
 It has a lens of 50 centimetre diameter and is developed on the basis of mechanical and
optical system of Belgium.
 Unlike other telescopes, MAST is capable to capture three-dimensional aspects of the
solar magnetic fields further enabling the scientists to get a better understanding of the
solar flares and eruptions taking place in such twisted magnetic fields.
 Using MAST, the scientists can plan to extend the studies to other layers using multiple
spectral line diagnostics. This way they would get a 3-D picture of the phenomena.
 It is now Asia‘s biggest telescope.
Lok Sabha passes SC/ST amendment bill


The Lok Sabha has passed the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Amendment Bill, 2014. The bill replaces the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Amendment Ordinance, 2014.
 The Bill aims to prohibit the commission of certain offences against members of the
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes (SCs and STs) and establishes special courts for
the trial of such offences and rehabilitation of victims.
Important provisions in the Bill:
 Forcing an SC or ST individual to vote or not vote for a particular candidate in a manner
that is against the law is an offence under the Bill.
 Impeding certain activities related to voting will also be considered an offence.
 Wrongfully occupying land belonging to SCs or STs is an offence under the Bill.
 Assaulting or sexually exploiting an SC or ST woman too is an offence. The Bill adds that
touching an SC or ST woman intentionally, in a sexual manner, without her consent or
using words, acts or gestures of a sexual nature, dedicating an SC or ST women as a
devadasi to a temple, or any similar practice will also be considered an offence. Consent
is defined as a voluntary agreement through verbal or non-verbal communication.
 New offences added under the Bill include garlanding with footwear, compelling to
dispose or carry human or animal carcasses, or do manual scavenging, abusing SCs or
STs by caste name in public, attempting to promote feelings of ill-will against SCs or STs
or disrespecting any deceased person held in high esteem, and imposing or threatening a
social or economic boycott.
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Preventing SCs or STs from using common property resources or from entering any place
of worship that is open to the public or from entering an education or health institution
will also be considered an offence.
Under the Role of Courts Act, a court of session at the district level is deemed a special
court to provide speedy trials for offences. A special public prosecutor is appointed to
conduct cases in this court. The Bill substitutes this provision and specifies that an
exclusive special court must be established at the district level to try offences.
Kashinath Singh chosen for Bharat Bharti



Noted Hindi litterateur Kashinath Singh has been chosen for Uttar Pradesh‘s highest
literary award, Bharat Bharti.
 Kashinath has penned many novels and short stories. His most famous novel is ‗Kashi ka
Assi‘, which captures the vibrant hues of Banaras. The novel has been adopted for the
upcoming movie ‗Mohalla Assi‘.
About Bharat Bharti award:
 The award is given by UP Hindi Sansthan.
 It carries a cash prize of Rs 5 lakh.
 Besides Singh, 100 other writers have been selected in various categories on the basis of
their work which was evaluated and examined by a committee set up by Hindi
Sansthaan.
Samanvay



The Union Rural Development Ministry recently launched ‗Samanvay‘ web portal.
The portal monitors progress and implementation of the Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana
(SAGY), which was launched last October.
 It will act as a database for mapped and compiled information on various gram
panchayat activities through schemes undertaken by the Centre and State Governments.
Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana:
 It is a village development project under which each Member of Parliament will take the
responsibility of developing physical and institutional infrastructure in three villages by
2019.
 The goal is to develop three Adarsh Grams or model villages by March 2019, of which one
would be achieved by 2016. Thereafter, five such Adarsh Grams (one per year) will be
selected and developed by 2024.
 The Project was launched on the occasion of birth anniversary of Lok Nayak Jai Prakash
Narayan.
Implementation:
 The scheme will be implemented through a village development plan that would be
prepared for every identified gram panchayat with special focus on enabling every poor
household to come out of poverty.
 The constituency fund, MPLADS, would be available to fill critical financing gaps.
 The planning process in each village will be a participatory exercise coordinated by the
District Collector. The MP will play an active facilitating role in this exercise.
 Adoption and adaptation of technology and introduction of innovations are critical to
this programme. This will include use of space application and remote sensing for
planning, mobile based technology for monitoring, agriculture technology for increasing
productivity etc.
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At the national level, a separate, real time web based monitoring system will be put in
place for the scheme covering all aspects and components. The Ministry will put in place
a specially designed capacity building programme for Government functionaries at
different levels including Gram Panchayats.
At the state level there will be an Empowered Committee headed by the Chief Secretary
consisting of the relevant Departments and including experts, as required with at least
two Civil Society representatives.
The district Collector will be the nodal officer for implementing the SAGY. He will
conduct a monthly review meeting with representatives of the participating Line
Departments. The Members of Parliament concerned will chair the review meetings.
SAGY gives focus to community participation. Social mobilization of village community
can trigger a chain of other development activities in the village. For instance, reducing
risk behaviours like alcoholism, smoking, substance abuse (drugs/tobacco/gutkha etc)
among all age groups of population. Women participation in the decision-making process
will be encouraged.
A repository of avifauna under threat



With the Andhra Pradesh government proposing diversion of water from feeder rivulets
and drains for irrigation, the Kolleru lake has come under threat. Added to this, even the
Union Government is examining a proposal to reduce the size of the wildlife sanctuary.
The lake is a great repository of avifauna.
Quick facts:
 Kolleru lake is one of the largest fresh water lakes in the country. It is located between
Krishna and Godavari delta.
 It was declared as a wildlife sanctury in 1999.
 It is a Ramsar site.
 Ornithologists have been documenting the birds of Kolleru Lake from the time of
Independence.
 It is also listed as an Important Bird Area.
 Important avifauna of the lake include a variety of water fowls, ducks, teals, storks,
egrets, herons, ibises, bitterns, cormorants and a number of waders. As many as 224
species of birds have been from in and around the lake A large number of Lesser
Whistling teals were recorded in 1997.
 The lake is known to amateur birdwatchers and professional ornithologists as a
Pelicanery — a location were the Grey Pelicans, a large magnificent bird, nest and breed.
 Grey pelicans had vanished from the lake in 1973 for nearly 35 years and returned to it to
nest again in December 2006. The Grey Pelican also called the Spot Billed Pelican is
listed in Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act and in the Red Data Book. It is also
considered a ―globally threatened species‖ under the ―vulnerable‖ category.
 The Grey Pelican returned to the lake only after Operation Kolleru, in which the fish
tanks were destroyed implementing a Supreme Court order.
Boosting digital footprint in rural areas



A research group at the Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (IITB) has set up India‟s
first pilot test-bed which uses unused TV spectrum to provide broadband Internet
connectivity.
The Department of Telecom (DoT) has also granted an experimental licence to IITB to
conduct tests in TV‘s UHF band.
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Details:
 The project taps unused frequencies allocated to broadcasting and exploits this ―white
space‖ spectrum to provide broadband Internet connectivity in rural areas.
 The pilot test-bed has been deployed by the IIT team in seven villages — Khamloli,
Bahadoli, Dhuktan, Ganje, Pargaon, Haloli and Maswan — spread over 30 sqkm in
coastal Palghar district about 80 km from Mumbai.
 Under this project, the WiFi hotspots for testing Internet connectivity have been
deployed at a few locations across the villages and these are connected to the Khamloli
tower of Tata Teleservices using TV band radios.
 To access the Internet, the villagers have been provided with low cost WiFi tablets by
IITB and have received the help of an NGO (PUKAR) in educating the villagers about the
use of Internet.
 This technology is capable of providing coverage within the radius of one to 10 km from
the access network such as Wi-Fi zones, access points and clusters to an optic fiber point
of presence.
 This could be used by the government‘s flagship Digital India programme to enhance
broadband Internet connectivity to rural areas at a cheaper cost.
Western Ghats


Out of six states, which the Western Ghats forest region encompasses, only Kerala and
Goa have submitted recommendations to the centre on demarcating ecologically
sensitive areas (ESA). All the six states— Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Goa, Karnataka,
Maharashtra and Gujarat, were supposed to submit recommendations to the centre by
July 31st.
What are Ecologically Sensitive Areas (ESAs)?
 ‗Ecologically Sensitive Areas‘ are areas under human use, sometimes quite intense
human use such as generation of thermal power. ESAs are areas where human activities
will continue, but be prudently regulated under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.
ESAs are not meant to stop development in ways that would hurt local people, but to
ensure that development is environment friendly and people oriented, as well as serve to
preserve the ecological heritage on a long-term basis.
 Kasturirangan panel had suggested that 90% of the natural forests left in the Western
Ghats complex – adding upto 60,000 sq km and constituting 37% of the entire hilly belt
— be conserved under the Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA) provisions of the green law.
The forest area falling within the ESA would also cover 4,156 villages across the six
states.
 The Kasturirangan panel was set up to study the Gadgil committee report on the Western
Ghats. The Gadgil panel report had faced unanimous opposition from state governments
for recommending that almost three-fourth of the hills, including plantations, cultivated
lands and large habitations, be turned into a restricted development zone with an overarching authority to regulate the region superseding the elected authorities‘ role.
Supreme Court reserves order on referring Aadhaar matter to larger bench


The Supreme Court has reserved its order on a plea made by the Centre to refer a batch
of petitions challenging the Aadhaar project to a Constitution Bench.
 The petitions had challenged the Aadhaar project, with its biometric registration process
and linkage to basic and essential subsidies, as a violation of the citizens‘ right to privacy.
Background:
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The Centre had recently sought a larger Bench to answer questions of law, primarily
whether privacy is a fundamental right guaranteed under the Constitution in the light of
precedents. And if so, what are the contours of the right.
 The major point of debate has been the contrasting views taken by various Benches of the
court, some holding privacy to be a fundamental right, while the others have said it is
not.
 The Supreme court, in 2013, had directed that ―no person should suffer for not getting
the Aadhaar card.‖ In March 2015, the Supreme Court had confirmed that the Aadhaar
number was not compulsory, and further, officials who insisted on them would be taken
to task.
About AADHAAR:
 Aadhaar is a 12 digit individual identification number which will serve as a proof of
identity and address, anywhere in India.
Features:
 Aadhaar-platform is aimed at providing social security benefits / subsidies based on
eligibility through direct benefit transfer.
 It provides access and options to rural and poor people.
 It helps bring transparency and eliminate corruption, leakage and inefficiency.
 It was conceived as an initiative that would provide identification for each resident across
the country and would be used primarily as the basis for efficient delivery of welfare
services.
 It would also act as a tool for effective monitoring of various programs and schemes of
the Government.
Who assigns the number?
 The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) assigns Unique Identification
Number ―Aadhaar‖ to residents of India on voluntary basis.
UIDIA:
 The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) is an agency of the Government of
India responsible for implementing the Aadhaar Identities. The agency was established
in January-2009, and owns and operates the Unique Identities database.
Solar rooftop subsidy only for 4 segments


Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has indicated that its subsidy
or central financial assistance (CFA) for solar rooftop projects will be provided only
to projects under four categories, and industrial and commercial categories will
be excluded from this programme.
Details:
 CFA of 15% of the benchmark cost will be provided to solar rooftop projects built under –
 Residential
 Institutional (schools, educational institutions, medical colleges and hospitals and R & D
institutions – both public and private)
 Government (both central and state government organsiations as also all Panchayati Raj
buildings) and
 Social sectors (old age homes, orphanages, common service centres and welfare homes,
etc).
 The 15% subsidy will be provided through state nodal agencies, Solar Energy Corporation
of India, IREDA, empanelled government agencies, public sector undertakings of the
Central and state governments and participating banks.
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Private, commercial and industrial buildings rooftops will not be covered under the
subsidy unless the solar system is owned by a government organization.
The subsidies and sops are being provided as part of ‗Grid connected rooftop and small
solar power plants‘ programme, under which rooftop units from 1 kWp to 55 kWp are
being promoted.
Egypt unveils $9-bn „new Suez Canal‟



President of Egypt Abdel Fattah al-Sisi recently unveiled an expanded Suez Canal in a
lavish ceremony, with the first ships passing through the waterway in what Egypt hopes
will boost its economy and global standing.
 Dubbed as Suez Canal Axis, the 72-kilometre project is aimed at speeding up traffic along
the existing waterway by reducing the waiting period of vessels, as well as boosting
revenues for Egypt.
 The project will run part of the way along the existing canal that connects Red Sea to the
Mediterranean.
About Suez canal:
 The Suez Canal is an artificial sea-level waterway running north to south across the
Isthmus of Suez in Egypt to connect the Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea.
 The canal separates the African continent from Asia, and it provides the shortest
maritime route between Europe and the lands lying around the Indian and western
Pacific oceans.
 It is one of the world‘s most heavily used shipping lanes and is one of the most important
waterways in the world.
 The canal is extensively used by modern ships , as it is the fastest crossing from the
Atlantic Ocean to the Indian Ocean .
 Tolls paid by the vessels represent an important source of income for the Egyptian
government.
 The canal is owned and maintained by the Suez Canal Authority (SCA) of Egypt.
DRDO developed medicine to treat leucoderma


In a written reply to the Rajya Sabha, the Union Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar
recently said that the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has
developed a poly-herbal medicine for the treatment of leucoderma (white patches on
skin).
Details:
 The poly-herbal formulation comprises of ointment and oral dose.
 The ointment has seven ingredients of plants having properties such as skin photo
sensitizer, anti-blister, anti-irritation, anti-septic, wound healing and copper
supplementing properties.
 The oral dose has been formulated to check the emergence of new spots.
 The technology of the herbal product has been transferred to AIMIL Pharmaceutical
Private Limited for commercial production and marketing.
 The product has been launched by the company by the trade name of ―Lukoskin‖.
About Leucoderma:
 Leucoderma, also known as vitiligo, is a rare skin disease characterized by white spots
and patches. The white patch or spot is called as leucoderma and when it occurs without
any preceding disease it is called Vitiligo.
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It is an acquired condition with localized loss of pigmentation of the skin that may occur
after any number of inflammatory skin conditions, burns, intralesional steroid injections,
postdermabrasion, etc. It is neither infectious nor contagious.
Govt notifies sanctuary for flamingos along Thane creek



The Maharashtra government recently issued a notification declaring the northern part
of Thane Creek as a flamingo sanctuary under Section 18 of the Wildlife (Protection Act),
1972.
Details:
 This sanctuary will be Maharashtra‘s second marine sanctuary after the one at
Malvan.
 The sanctuary will include 896 hectares of mangroves and 794 hectares of adjacent water
body and is located on the western bank, between the Airoli and Vashi bridges that
connect Mumbai with Navi Mumbai.
 The ‗Mumbai Mangrove Conservation Unit‘ under the Mangrove Cell will be responsible
for the management of the Sanctuary.
 Besides supporting a large congregation of Flamingos, the area is a refuge for many other
resident and migratory birds.
 In all, about 200 species of birds have been reported from this area, which include
Globally Threatened Species like the Greater Spotted Eagle.
 Since 1994, the Thane Creek has been attracting flamingos in large numbers. By
November, over 30,000 of these beautiful birds, along with their chicks descend in
Mumbai and occupy the mudflats and the bordering mangroves. They stay in Mumbai till
May, after which most of them migrate to the Bhuj area of Gujarat for breeding, leaving a
small resident population.
 Almost 90% of the Flamingo population consists of Lesser Flamingos and the remaining
are Greater Flamingos. A large number of waders are also spotted along with them.
TurkmenGaz to lead TAPI pipeline consortium


Turkmenistan‘s government-owned TurkmenGaz is all set to lead a consortium of the
national oil companies of the four nations that will build and operate the ambitious
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) pipeline.
 Turkmenistan state-owned company TurkmenGaz would lead the consortium for the
TAPI project with a majority investment.
 All the four countries have endorsed the Turkmen proposal.
 Work on the TAPI project is yet to commence as the four nations that are party to the
project have so far not succeeded in finding an international firm that could lead the
consortium that will construct and operate the 1,800-km pipeline.
About the TAPI project:
 The Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India Natural Gas Pipeline (TAPI) Project is a
proposed natural gas pipeline being developed by the Asian Development Bank.
 The TAPI pipeline will have a capacity to carry 90 million standard cubic metres a day
(mscmd) gas for a 30-year period and be operational in 2018.
 India and Pakistan would get 38 mscmd each, while 14 mscmd will be supplied to
Afghanistan.
 From the Galkynysh field in Turkmensitan, the pipeline will run to Herat and Kandahar
province of Afghanistan, before entering Pakistan. In Pakistan, it will reach Multan via
Quetta before ending at Fazilka (Punjab) in India.
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This project makes way for enhanced energy trading between Turkmenistan,
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India
Govt to allow Aadhaar enrolments of NRIs, PIOs, OICs







Government has decided to allow Aadhaar enrolment of Non-Resident Indians, Persons
of Indian Origin and Overseas Citizen of India to help them authenticate their identity
digitally.
At present all residents including Indian national and foreigners with valid visas can be
enrolled and provided Aadhaar number by the UIDAI.
The Aadhaar number helps in availing various services and benefits provided by the
government.
It is a valid know your customers (KYC) document for various services including
banking, telecom, cooking gas subsidy, vehicle registration driving licence, government
scholarships, pension and public distribution system.
Under the Aadhaar project, the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) is
providing a unique identity numbers to residents, which can be digitally verified using
the database. The UIDAI was set up in January 2009 to issue Aadhaar numbers. It has
generated 89.43 Aadhaar numbers so far.
Tripura assembly passes resolution against death penalty







The Tripura State Assembly has passed a resolution to request the Union Government to
amend Section 302 of the IPC to abolish capital punishment. It has asked the
centre to replace it with life sentence unto death.
This resolution will be sent to union government and the Law Commission for
consideration.
The assembly said that everyone in this world has the right to live. It was also observed
that capital punishment does not yield effective results and could not reduce the
tendency of heinous crimes.
The debate on capital punishment was sparked again recently when Yakub Memon,
convicted in the Mumbai blasts case, was executed in the Nagpur Central Jail on July 30
at the end of a long legal battle.
Most of the developed countries have abolished the rule of death penalty and only 58
countries in the world are following the old law.
Korea turns its clocks back to „Pyongyang Time‟






North Korea recently announced that it will be moving its clocks back 30 minutes to
create a new ―Pyongyang Time‖ — breaking from a standard imposed by Japanese
imperialists more than a century ago.
The change will put the standard time in North Korea at GMT+8:30, 30 minutes behind
South Korea which, like Japan, is at GMT+9:00.
North Korea said the time change, approved by its Parliament, would come into effect
from August 15, which this year marks the 70th anniversary of the Korean peninsula‘s
liberation from Japan‘s 1910-45 colonial rule.
Standard time in pre-colonial Korea had run at GMT+8:30 but was changed to Japan
standard time in 1912.
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Suraksha Bandhan Drive


The Union Government of India has launched Suraksha Bandhan Drive in a
Mission Mode through Participating Banks and Insurance Companies.
 Aim: This drive aims to take forward the Government‘s objective of creating a universal
social security system in the country, targeted especially at the poor and the underprivileged.
Details:
 Through this drive the government aims to push its flagship social security plans through
innovative schemes like gift cheques and special deposits.
 This drive aims to facilitate Enrolment Under Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana
(PMSBY) and Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY).
 Participating Banks supported by the participating Insurance Companies will work
towards local outreach, awareness building and enrolment facilitation during this drive.
 The drive envisaged in the backdrop of Raksha Bandhan, will be supported through the
Jeevan Suraksha Gift Cheques, which will be available for purchase for Rs.351 in Bank
branches by persons wishing to gift them to facilitate one year payment of premium for
PMJJBY and PMSBY by the recipient.
 The recipient of the gift cheque would deposit the instrument in his / her bank account
for a realizable value of Rs.342 (Rs.12 + Rs.330) to cover one year subscription to
PMJJBY and PMSBY. The balance of Rs.9 from the purchase price of Rs.351 would be
retained by the issuing Bank as a service charge.
 In addition Banks will make available a facility to account holders under the Suraksha
Deposit Scheme and the Jeevan Suraksha Deposit Scheme aimed at enabling them to
deposit Rs.201 or Rs.5001, respectively in their accounts either on their own initiative by
cash, regular cheque etc. or based on cash / regular cheques etc. received as gifts during
the festive season of Raksha Bandhan for long term subscription to PMSBY or to both
PMSBY and PMJJBY, respectively.
Yettinahole work against laws, allege environment activists


A group of environmental activists from Mangalore, Karnataka have alleged that the
karnataka State government has begun Yettinahole diversion project in Sakleshpur taluk,
Hassan district, forcibly brushing aside the opposition to it.
Major allegations:
 The government has taken up the works by violating Karnataka Preservation of Trees
Act, 1976.
 Before the work was taken up, land acquisition process wasn‘t taken up, land losers were
not given compensation, and environmental hearing was not conducted.
 The project would dry the Nethravathi, the lifeline of Dakshina Kannada, in the coming
days.
 The state government is following a dual policy, as in one hand it is stating that forest
should be preserved for elephant corridor and on the other hand it is ravaging the forest
for diversion of a water source.
About Yettinahole project:
 The Yettinahole project envisages to pump about 24 tmc ft of water from Yettinahole, a
tributary of River Netravathi.
 It involves construction of dams and reservoir, pumping of water, flowing of water with
gravitational force and finally filling of lakes.
 As per the project, 24 tmc ft of water from Ettinahole and a couple of other tributaries of
Netravathi River will be drawn by constructing minor dams.
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The project envisages diverting the water to drought prone Chikkaballapur, Kolur,
Tumkur and Bangalore rural districts.
The total cost of the project is Rs 8,323 crore.
The Yettinahole Project has come in for very strong opposition from environmental
groups, who argue that the diversion of river basins from their natural course of opposite
direction is fundamentally unscientific and would greatly disturb the very pattern of
landscape ecology. This will result in problems like uneven percolation pattern, seepage
problems, opening up of ground water sources in higher altitudes etc.
Mysuru cleanest city, Bengaluru cleanest capital



Bengaluru has been billed the cleanest among capital cities in India and Mysore has
topped the charts in Swachh Bharat ranking of 476 cities in the country by the Urban
Development Ministry.
 Karnataka has done well for itself with two other cities — Hassan and Mandya — making
it to the top-10 list.
 Ranking is done on two parameters of cleanliness — of solid waste management and
eradication of open defecation.
 Karnataka is the only State to have four cities ranking among top 10.
Performance of other cities:
 Among urban local bodies in the national capital, Delhi Cantonment was ranked 15th in
the list and New Delhi Municipal Corporation (NDMC) 16th, while Municipal
Corporation of Delhi was at 398th position.
 West Bengal has done well in the rankings with 25 cities/towns finding a place in the top
100.
 Thirty-nine cities from the southern states were among the top 100, followed by 27 from
East, 15 from West, 12 from North and seven from the North-Eastern states.
 Fifteen of the 27 capital cities surveyed figured among the top 100 performers while five
were ranked beyond 300.
About Swachh Bharat Mission:
 It was officially launched on 2 October 2014 and is India‘s biggest ever cleanliness drive.
 The mission seeks to achieve clean India and aims to provide access to toilets to all
households in the country.
Objectives of the mission:
Eliminate open defecation.
 Conversion of insanitary toilets to pour flush toilets.
 Eradication of manual scavenging.
 100% collection and scientific processing/disposal reuse/recycle of Municipal Solid
Waste.
 To bring about a behavioral change in people regarding healthy sanitation practices.
 Generate awareness among the citizens about sanitation and its linkages with public
health.
 Strengthening of urban local bodies to design, execute and operate systems.
 To create enabling environment for private sector participation in Capital Expenditure
and Operation & Maintenance (O&M) costs.
The components of the programme are:
 Construction of individual sanitary latrines for households below the poverty line with
subsidy (80%) where demand exists.
 Conversion of dry latrines into low-cost sanitary latrines.
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Construction of exclusive village sanitary complexes for women providing facilities for
hand pumping, bathing, sanitation and washing on a selective basis where there is not
adequate land or space within houses and where village panchayats are willing to
maintain the facilities.
Setting up of sanitary marts.
Total sanitation of villages through the construction of drains, soakage pits, solid and
liquid waste disposal.
Intensive campaign for awareness generation and health education to create a felt need
for personal, household and environmental sanitation facilities
Bihar, Himachal get new Governors



Ram Nath Kovind (69) and Acharya Dev Vrat (56) were recently appointed as the new
Governors of Bihar and Himachal Pradesh, respectively.
 Kovind, 69 is a Supreme Court lawyer and old Bharatiya Janata Party hand from Uttar
Pradesh.
 Dev Vrat, 56, is the Principal of a school in Haryana that promotes Vedic culture and is a
yoga teacher.
Appointment and tenure of governors: Quick look
 The governors and lieutenant-governors are appointed by the president for a term of 5
years.
 Article 157 and Article 158 of the Constitution of India specify eligibility requirements for
the post of governor.
 The term of governor‘s office is normally 5 years but it can be terminated earlier by:
Dismissal by the president on the advice of the prime minister of the country, at whose
pleasure the governor holds office or Resignation by the governor.
 There is no provision of impeachment, as it happens for the president.
Special court set up to try land-grabbing cases


The Karnataka State government has issued a notification to establish a special court in
Bengaluru for speedy inquiry and trial of land-grabbing cases. It will start
functioning in a month.
Details:
 The court has been formed under section 7 of the Karnataka Land Grabbing Prohibition
Act, 2011.
 It will deal with all cases related to land grabbing and offences.
 The term of the chairman and members will be three years.
 The court will have jurisdiction over the entire State with its headquarters in Bengaluru.
 The court will be headed by a chairman and he or she must be a retired High Court
judge.
 Members of the court should be persons who have served as district judges.
 Revenue members should be persons who hold or held a post not below the rank
of Deputy Commissioner of the district.
 The court will look into alleged land encroachments of both government and forestlands
by individuals in cities as well as rural areas.
 It will also hear cases related to land encroachments identified by the A.T. Ramaswamy
and T.S.R Subramanian committees.

http://www.insightsonindia.com

Page 31

Insights Current Events- August 2015




Salaries and allowances of the chairman and members of the court will be decided after
consultation with the Finance Department.
A government officer — not below the rank of tahsildar — will be authorized to be the
officer responsible for administration and effecting implementation of the provisions of
the Act and initiating legal action against persons contravening the provisions.
Individuals to come under terror ban list



The Union government is all set to amend the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) to bring in a clause that would pave the way to “designate
individuals” along with terror organisations under the “banned list of
entities.‖
 The law change would cover the case of an individual not being associated with any
terrorist organisation but committing an offence outside India.
Current scenario:
 Presently, there is no provision for an individual, suspected of having terror links
making it to the list of terrorist entities banned, maintained centrally by the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA).
About the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA):
 This law is aimed at effective prevention of unlawful activities associations in India.
 Its main objective is to make powers available for dealing with activities directed against
the integrity and sovereignty of India.
 The UAPA, framed in 1967, has been amended twice since: first in 2008 and then in
2012.
 The Constitution (Sixteenth Amendment) Act, 1963, was enacted empowering
Parliament to impose, by law, reasonable restrictions in the interests of sovereignty and
integrity of India, on the:
 Freedom of Speech and Expression;
 Right to Assemble peaceably and without arms; and
 Right to Form Associations or Unions.
Amitabh signs up as Maharashtra‟s Tiger Ambassador
 Actor Amitabh Bachchan has agreed to represent Maharashtra as its Tiger Ambassador.
Quick facts:
 Maharashtra has six tiger reserves including Melghat Tiger Reserve in Amravati, TadobaAndhari Tiger Reserve in Mungantiwar‘s home district of Chandrapur, Pench and
Nagzira-Navegan Tiger Reserves near Nagpur, Sahyadri sanctuary which includes
CHandoli National Par and Koyna Sanctuary and Bor tiger reserve in Wardha district.
 The tiger population in the State has increased from 103 in 2006 to 169 in 2010 tiger
census.
Scenic Vembanad estuary is shrinking every year


A group of researchers from the National Institute of Oceanography, Goa, have found
that Vembanad estuary is shrinking by 0.288 sq km and this would leave serious
ecological impact on the lives on its banks.
Details:
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Researchers came to this conclusion after evaluating the coastal morphological data of 44
years between 1967 and 2011.
The erosion and accretion of the estuary was studied by comparing satellite imageries of
2004 and 2011 with the topo-sheet of 1967 of the Survey of India.
The results conclusively showed that the estuary was being inflicted with major
geomorphic changes at several segments, resulting in reduction in its extent.
Vembanad estuary is located in Kerala.
School Nursery Yojana



The Union Government has launched the School Nursery Yojana, an initiative to bring
students closer to nature, by involving them in raising of saplings in nurseries created in
schools.
 The underlying theme of the Yojana is to plant a tree for sustainable future and to make
the nation clean and green.
 The main objective of the School Nursery Yojana is to create an everlasting bond between
the young students and plants and trees.
 Some of the other objectives of the Yojana include – providing an opportunity to the
students to learn about nature and work with soil, develop among the students an
organic linkage and positive emotions for the environment, keep the schools and the
neighbourhood green.
 Under the Yojana, students will sow the seeds, grow saplings in the school nursery, as
part of practical exercise for Biology classes and extra-curricular activities for students of
other streams.
 The students will also carry out a tree census in their school and the locality.
 The Yojana is being launched in 1, 000 schools this year. It will be expanded to cover
around 5, 000 schools next year and to about 10, 000 schools in the third year.
 Through the School Nursery Yojana, the Environment Ministry will support schools to
provide all the essential facilities for raising of saplings for use of students and schools.
School nursery:
 A school Nursery will have a small space of a minimum of 100 sq meter for preparing
beds for raising saplings and for nursery-related activities, including preparing, planting
a mixture of good earth, soil and manure, filling earthen pots and storage of seeds.
 Each School Nursery is expected to create a 1,000 saplings every year.
 The schools will be encouraged to take up composting, rain water harvesting and water
recycling to inculcate best practices in young minds.
Nai Manzil








The Union government recently launched a new Central Sector Scheme – Nai Manzil in
Patna. The scheme will address educational and livelihood needs of minority
communities in general and muslims in particular as it lags behind other minority
communities in terms of educational attainments.
The scheme aims at providing educational intervention by giving the bridge courses to
the trainees and getting them Certificates for Class XII and X from distance medium
educational system and at the same time also provide them trade basis skill training in 4
courses :
Manufacturing
Engineering
Services

http://www.insightsonindia.com

Page 33

Insights Current Events- August 2015




Soft skills
The scheme is intended to cover people in between 17 to 35 age group from all minority
communities as well as Madrasa students. This scheme will provide avenues for
continuing higher education and also open up employment opportunities in the
organised sector.
Aadhaar not mandatory











The Supreme Court recently said that the Aadhaar unique identity system will not be
compulsory for Indian citizens to benefit from government services.
This was stated by a constitution bench of the Supreme Court based on petitions
challenging the Adhaar as a compulsory system to receive government subsidies and
services.
Details:
The government had contended that the biometric-based system of unique identification
was an essential tool to ensure transparency in its services.
But, rejecting the government‘s plea, the Supreme Court has said that it will now have to
publicise widely that the Aadhaar card was not mandatory.
It has also ruled that no authority shall seek Aadhaar cards from citizens to accord any
services. However, on the discretion of the card-owner, it can be used for availing the
subsidies in the public distribution system, gas cylinders and purchasing kerosene.
The court also said that the biometric data collected by the Unique Identification
Authority of India cannot be used for any other purpose except in criminal investigations
with the permission of the court.
The court has also said that the data will have to be safely retained only by the
government.
However, the court has partially allowed the government to use Aadhaar cards to weed
out the undeserving and plug leakages in PDS subsidy schemes, rolling back a 2013 order
that completely banned use of Aadhaar in dispensing social security benefits of any kind.
China devalues yuan











China‘s central bank has devalued the yuan to its lowest rate against the US dollar in
almost three years.
The bank said that this move to make the exchange rate more market-oriented.
The move, which makes exports cheaper, comes after weak economic data from the
world‘s second largest economy.
With this China has indicated that the changes announced are another step in its move to
a more market-determined exchange rate.
This move comes amid speculation that China is preparing to widen the trading band for
the currency from the current two percent ranges.
China has long kept tight control of the yuan value on concerns over financial volatility
and losing its policy control. Yet it is also under pressure to reform its currency policy as
it pushes to become one of the International Monetary Fund‘s ―special drawing rights‖
(SDR) reserve currencies. These are currencies which IMF members can use to make
payments between themselves or to the Fund.
Implications:
The decision of the People‘s Bank of China to devalue the yuan by 1.9% will have global
ramifications, in the short, medium and long term.
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Immediately it will increase the competitiveness of China‘s exports at a time when the
country‘s economy is growing at its slowest rate for six years – and when many
economists fear that the slowdown will become much more painful and acute.
And for all the spur to growth it may give, the devaluation will reawaken concerns that
Beijing is still a million miles from having re-engineered the Chinese economy to deliver
more balanced growth based on stronger domestic consumer demand.
What is devaluation?
Devaluation refers to a reduction in the value of a currency with respect to those goods,
services or other monetary units with which that currency can be exchanged. It is official
lowering of the value of a country‘s currency within a fixed exchange rate system, by
which the monetary authority formally sets a new fixed rate with respect to a foreign
reference currency.
After a decade, Athirapilly project gets green light


















The 163-MW Athirappilly hydroelectric project, proposed across the Chalakudy river in
Kerala, has received the go-ahead from the Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC) for River
Valley and Hydroelectric Projects.
What has EAC said?
The EAC, which focused on 15 concerns raised against the project, including the loss of
forestland and displacement of tribes, felt that there were no tribal families in the
submergence area of the Athirappilly reservoir.
The panel observed that there was no endemic species specifically of project area. There
were no species for which mitigation methods were not available. The damage due to
submergence of flora and fauna of the area was mitigable.
The EAC also concluded that the forest clearance issued by Ministry of Environment and
Forest is subject to the obtaining requisite environmental clearance and hence valid from
the date of issuance of the same.
There are 22 tribal families living in the upstream of the submergence area. The Ministry
has already stipulated that no tribespeople are to be displaced while implementing the
project.
Details:
The project was proposed by the Kerala State Electricity Board (KSEB) a decade ago.
The dam is proposed on the Chalakudy River which is 5th largest river in Kerala with 144
kms length.
The Chalakudy River is a tributary of the Periyar River and originates in the Anamalai
region of Tamil Nadu.
The famous Athirapally and Vazhachal waterfalls are situated on this river. Athirapally
waterfall is situated at 1000ft MSL and falling from a height of 80 fts. It is largest
waterfall in the state.
The proposed dam will be about 5 kilometers upstream of Athirapally Falls and 400
metres upstream of Vazhachal Falls.
The project stirred political controversies and agitations with various environmental
groups opposing it.
Though the Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel rejected it, the High-Level Working
Group suggested that the project must be revaluated in terms of the generation of energy
and whether the plant load factor expected in the project makes it viable against the loss
of local populations of some species.
The proposal had also run into a series of litigations, thus delaying its implementation.

http://www.insightsonindia.com

Page 35

Insights Current Events- August 2015

Soon, space programmes will use indigenously made titanium sponge













The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) recently said that the indigenous
Titanium Sponge Plant at Chavara in Kerala has been fully commissioned and has started
commercial production required for space applications.
ISRO took the initiative to set up a Titanium Sponge Plant (TSP) in the country to meet
the requirements in strategic areas.
The plant is set up to enhance the production capacity to 1,000 tonnes per annum in
future, it said, adding that this is the only integrated plant in the world that undertakes
all activities right from mining of Ti minerals to manufacturing of aerospace grade Ti
sponge under one roof.
With this, India has become the seventh country in the world producing Titanium
sponge commercially.
This will also mean a big saving on foreign exchange considering that the Indian Space
Research Organisation alone has been importing a significant 200-300 tonnes of
titanium sponge each year from Russia, Japan or China.
Titanium requirement:
The annual requirement of titanium sponge for space programme is approximately 200300 metric tonnes.
Titanium (Ti) alloy products find extensive applications in aerospace and defence areas.
Properties like high strength to weight ratio and excellent corrosion resistance make
Titanium alloys useful for liquid propellant tanks for launch vehicles and satellites, gas
bottle/liners, inter tank structures and interface rings for satellites.
Nationally important sectors of aerospace and Defence extensively use alloys of titanium,
(scientifically shortened to Ti) because of the high strength and non-corrosive quality of
these materials.
Currently, the raw material for aerospace grade Titanium alloys with high purity
Titanium sponge is being imported from countries like Russia, Japan and China despite
the fact that India is endowed with the third largest reserve of Titanium bearing
minerals.
Travel & Tourism Competitive Index 2015




As per the Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Index (TTCI) 2015, of the World
Economic Forum, India‘s rank has improved significantly to 52nd this year from 65th
in 2013.
Improving the ranking had been set as a target in the Result Framework Document
(RFD) of the Ministry of Tourism for the year 2014-15.
Dahihandi is now an adventure sport







According to a recent resolution issued by the Maharashtra state government, Mumbai‘s
famous Dahihandi, in which a human pyramid is formed to break an earthen pot filled
with curd hanging mid-air to celebrate the birth of Lord Krishna, is now an adventure
sport.
From now on, Dahihandi will be played as per the rules and regulations to be written by a
State-level association. It will not be limited to Janmashtami.
An association will be formed to write the rules and regulations.
Anyone can participate in the sport now, except those below 12 years. Minors will have to
provide letters of approval from their parents.
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 Groups playing this sport would be trained and registered.
Background:
 The decision comes after the Bombay High Court put restrictions on the festival to curb
noise pollution and avoid public nuisance. Going by the injuries and the deaths in the
past, the court limited the height of the handi to 20 feet and banned minors from the
event.
 The Dahihandi groups in Maharashtra had recently approached the government, seeking
a solution. They had even threatened to set up human pyramids in south Mumbai on
August 15 in protest.
Implications:
 Though the pyramids, which sometimes rise upto as many as 10 tiers of Govindas, are
integral part of Dahi handi festival, the activity also faces criticism because of the fatal
injuries the participants can receive in case of a fall.
 But the adventure sport status will also entail that organisers ensure that medical
treatment is provided if a participant is injured, foam mattresses, harnesses, and guards
for knee, chest and head are used, and Govindas are insured.
 Violation of rules will lead to penal action.
Rural job scheme empowered women: NCAER


A recently released report shows that the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) has reduced poverty by up to a third and has also given
a large number of women their first opportunity to earn income in cash.
 The report was released by the officials of the Ministry of Rural Development and the
National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER), which used data from two
rounds of the India Human Development Survey (IHDS) — 2004-05 and 2011-12 —
conducted by the NCAER and the University of Maryland.
Important observations made by the report:
 MGNREGS has reduced reliance on moneylenders and has reduced poverty overall by up
to 32% and prevented 14 million people from falling into poverty.
 MGNREGS has had a much smaller impact on the rural job market and rural wages than
is commonly believed. At an all-India level, the average days worked under the
MGNREGS are fewer than four.
 MGNREGS has virtually no impact on rural employment patterns since it fails to add to
the number of days that individuals work. But it seems to attract individuals who were
previously employed in less productive work, thereby raising their incomes.
 MGNREGS has played only a modest role in the increase of wages.
 The part of the rural job market that the MGNREGS seemed to have a more significant
impact on was female work. About 45% of female workers were either not working or
worked only on a family farm in 2004-05.
 As a result, there was a substantial increase in women‘s control over resources, including
cash in hand and the likelihood of having a bank account, and improvement in women‘s
ability to make independent decisions about their health.
Indian sailors get international identity



The Union government has ratified the International Seafarers‟ Identity
Documents Convention, 2003, which will provide for a globally recognised seafarers‘
identity document.
This move could improve the employability of Indian sailors in international shipping.
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Details:
 The biometric based seafarers identity document (SID) will be developed mainly to
ensure a security system to ward off the potential risk of breach of security and possible
terrorist attacks.
 The proposed SID has provisions for bar coding of the biometrics based identity of
seafarers and a centralised data base maintained in the issuing country, which can be
accessed globally through an inter-operable and standard biometric template.
 In addition to facilitating mobility of seafarers, the smart card will improve maritime
security with a verifiable identification.
 In addition, this ratification by India will increase the employability of Indian sailors by
allowing them to cross into foreign waters unhindered.
 The Convention, under the International Labour Organisation, has been ratified by 30
other countries.
 Every year, several hundred Indian sailors are incarcerated abroad for various reasons,
and without proper internationally recognised identification, they do not have the full
support of the law. India has over 1.8 lakh seafarers, just around 7% of the global share of
sailors.
China, Pakistan sign deals worth $1.6 billion to beef up CPEC project


China and Pakistan recently signed 20 more agreements worth $1.6 billion to implement
the ambitious China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project.
 The agreements were signed at the CPEC Forum held at Karamay city in Xinjiang
province bordering Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).
About the CPEC project:
 The 3,000-km CPEC connecting Xinjiang with Pakistan‘s Gwadar Port through PoK is
stated to cost $46 billion.
 This project will shorten the route for China‘s energy imports from the Middle East by
about 12,000 kms.
 The project includes building of highways, railways as well as pipelines. It is among the
six economic corridors conceived under China‘s Silk Road Economic Belt and 21stCentury Maritime Silk Road.
 India has conveyed its objections to China as it passes through disputed territory.
However, Chinese officials defend it as commercial project aimed at improving the lives
of people.
Memorandum of Understanding between India and United States of America






The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister recently gave its ex-post-facto approval
for the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on cooperation to establish the Pace
Setter Fund – a fund to support the Promoting Energy Access through Clean Energy
track of the U.S. – India Partnership to Advance Clean Energy (PACE) between India and
United States of America.
This MoU was signed on 30th June, 2015.
The MoU will help accelerate commercialization of innovative off-grid clean energy
solutions by providing early-stage grant funding, which would allow businesses to
develop and test innovative products, systems and business models.
The MoU will help cooperation through technical and commercial innovation and
advancement of clean energy in off-grid space.
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The India-U.S. corpus of about Rs.500 million ($8 million U.S. Dollars) has been drawn
on a 50:50 sharing basis.
Background:
 The Government of India and the United States of America have announced the launch
of a new initiative ―Promoting Energy Access through Clean Energy (PEACE)‖. This
ambitious cooperation is a new tract under the U.S.-India Partnership to Advance Clean
Energy (PACE), a flagship initiative on Clean Energy that combines resources of several
U.S. agencies and Government of India ministries. This has also been listed in the Joint
Statement during the visit of the President of the USA to India in January, 2015.
Centre‟s reply sought on PIL challenging CVC, VC appointment


The Supreme Court has asked the Centre to respond on a public interest petition
challenging the recent appointment of Chief Vigilance Commissioner K.V. Chaudhary
and Vigilance Commissioner T.M. Bhasin.
 The petition was filed by Common Cause, an NGO.
 The petition has alleged that appointments were not made in a transparent manner, and
the appointments were arbitrary, illegal and in violation of the principle of institutional
integrity.
 The petition has also alleged that the government did not place the names of short-listed
candidates in public domain.
 Both CVC and VC were appointed in June, 2015.
Basic facts: Central Vigilance Commission:
 It was created via executive resolution (based on the recommendations of Santhanam
committee) in 1964 but was conferred with statutory status in 2003.
 It is the apex vigilance institution.
 Presently, the body consists of central vigilance commissioner along with 2 vigilance
commissioners.
 They are appointed by the President of India on the recommendations of a committee
consisting of Prime Minister, Union Home Minister and Leader of the Opposition in Lok
Sabha (if there is no LoP then the leader of the single largest Opposition party in the Lok
Sabha).
 Their term is 4 years or 65 years, whichever is earlier.
 It submits its report to the President of India.
 The Central Vigilance Commissioner or any Vigilance Commissioner can be removed
from his office only by order of the President on the ground of proved misbehavior or
incapacity after the Supreme Court, on a reference made to it by the President, has, on
inquiry, reported that the Central Vigilance Commissioner or any Vigilance
Commissioner, as the case may be, ought to be removed.
 CVC is an advisory body.
As U.S. changes tack, India redraws UNSC bid




The U.S. has joined Russia and China in their blocking of any large-scale reforms of the
UN security council and rejection of veto power to new members. Despite facing
unexpected opposition from the U.S. to its bid for a permanent seat in the United
Nations Security Council, India plans to make a go of it.
In letters to the U.N.‘s special committee in charge of inter-governmental negotiations in
July, Russia and China had made it clear that they are not in favour any large-scale
reforms of the U.N.‘s prized P-5 (permanent five) structure that gives them and the U.S.,
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the U.K. and France a special status on all international issues. However, the U.K. and
France support India‘s position.
 N. reform will be decided by the General Assembly, where each country has one equal
vote. India will need the support of at least 129, or two-thirds, of the 193 member-states
to get a permanent seat in the security council.
 If, however, one of the P-5 countries — for instance, China — decides to veto a resolution
to accept the document, India‘s hopes for a permanent seat in the near future will be in
danger.
UNSC:
 The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the six principal organs of the
United Nations and is charged with the maintenance of international peace and security.
 Its powers include the establishment of peacekeeping operations, the establishment of
international sanctions, and the authorization of military action through Security Council
resolutions.
 It is the only UN body with the authority to issue binding resolutions to member states.
Why was it created?
 Like the UN as a whole, the Security Council was created following World War II to
address the failings of another international organization, the League of Nations, in
maintaining world peace.
Members:
 The Security Council consists of fifteen members. Russia, the United Kingdom, France,
China, and the United States—serve as the body‘s five permanent members. These
permanent members can veto any substantive Security Council resolution, including
those on the admission of new member states or candidates for Secretary-General.
 The Security Council also has 10 non-permanent members, elected on a regional basis to
serve two-year terms. The body‘s presidency rotates monthly among its members.
India and UNSC:
 India was among the founding members of United Nations.
 It is the second largest and a one of the largest constant contributor of troops to United
Nations Peacekeeping missions.
 Today, India has over 8,500 peacekeepers in the field, more than twice as many as the
UN‘s five big powers combined.
 India, since long time, has been demanding expansion of UNSC and its inclusion as
permanent member in it. It has been a member of UNSC for 7 terms and a member of G77 and G-4, so permanent membership is a logical extension.
Centre may extend incentives for surrender of old diesel vehicles


The Union Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari recently said that the government is
considering giving incentives of up to Rs 1.5 lakh on the surrender of diesel vehicles that
were over 10 years old.
 This announcement comes a day after the National Green Tribunal upheld its ban on
diesel vehicles older than a decade in the national capital region.
Background:
 The National Green Tribunal had, in April 2015, banned all diesel vehicles over ten years
old from plying in Delhi and the National Capital Region and also cracked the whip on
rampant construction activity adding dust to the air. The Supreme Court had said that
diesel vehicles are major source of pollution in the ambient air quality.
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Gas subsidy transfer scheme enters Guinness Book: Government


The Direct Benefit Transfer on LPG (DBTL), or Pahal Scheme has been recognised by
Guinness Book of World Records as the largest cash transfer programme in the world.
 The scheme was launched all over the country from January 1, 2015 with a view to cut
diversion and subsidised fuel being consumed by unintended segments like restaurants
and other commercial establishments.
PaHaL scheme:
 Pratyaksh Hanstantrit Labh (PaHaL) aims to reduce diversion and eliminate duplicate or
bogus LPG connections. Under PaHaL, LPG cylinders are sold at market rates and
entitled consumers get the subsidy directly into their bank accounts. This is done either
through an Aadhaar linkage or a bank account linkage.
 The scheme has witnessed massive enrolment in a short span of time.
 The scheme will cover over 15.3 crore consumers across 676 districts of the country.
 It has also has put in place various mechanisms to simplify enrolment and enhance
consumer convenience, and thus, only 1.09 lakh complaints have been received so far,
which constitute a mere 0.1% of the transactions. Over 85% of the complaints have been
resolved.
 The success of the scheme is a result of an intensive Information Education Campaign
comprising advertising through various means, direct reaching out to consumers, and
dealer level campaigns.
 DBTL is designed to ensure that the benefit meant for the genuine domestic customer
reaches them directly and is not diverted. By this process public money will be saved.
Ajit Kumar Seth appointed PESB chairman


Former Cabinet Secretary Ajit Kumar Seth was recently appointed as the chairman of the
Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB).
 He has been appointed for a period of three years or till he attains 65 years of age.
About the Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB):
 The Public Enterprises Selection Board is a high powered body constituted by
Government of India through a resolution in 1987.
 It has been set up with the objective of evolving a sound managerial policy for the Central
Public Sector Enterprises and, in particular, to advise Government on appointments to
their top management posts.
 It is entrusted with the selection and placement of chairman, managing director or
chairman-cum-managing director and functional director in Central public sector
enterprises, among others.
 The board consists of a part-time or full-time Chairperson and three full-time Members.
The Chairperson and Members are the persons who have had a long and distinguished
career in management of public or private corporations or public administration and
have a proven record of achievements, preferably, in the field of personnel, finance,
production or marketing.
 The Chairperson/Members of the board hold the office for a term of three years or until
the age of 65 years whichever is earlier. They are eligible for consideration of
reappointment for a second term subject to the age-limit of 65 years.
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Gallantry medal for three Punjab police officials


Three Punjab Police officials, including slain Superintendent of Police Baljit Singh, who
were killed in the Gurdaspur encounter on July 27, have been awarded President‘s Police
Medal for Gallantry (PPMG) posthumously on Independence Day.
 A total of 824 Central and State forces police personnel were awarded gallantry and other
service medals on the eve of Independence Day.
About the President‘s Police Medal:
 The President‘s Police Medal is a decoration awarded to members of law enforcement in
India.
 It was established in March 1951.
 The medal was originally called the President‘s Police and Fire Service Medal.
 The medal is awarded for either gallantry or distinguished service, with the gallantry
version of the medal being accorded a higher precedence.
 The medal is awarded annually on Republic Day and Independence Day.
 The President‘s Police Medal for Gallantry is awarded for, ―gallantry in saving life and
property, or in preventing crime or arresting criminals.‖ The medal can be awarded to
any member of a police service in India, and is awarded without regard to rank or time in
service. Recipients of the medal are granted a monthly stipend that is paid to them even
in retirement, and upon the recipient‘s death it continues to be paid to their surviving
spouse.
Microsoft ties up with A.P. for low-cost net connectivity


Technology giant Microsoft has agreed to work with the Andhra Pradesh government on
White Spaces, technology that uses unused television spectrum to deliver low-cost
Internet connectivity.
Details:
 This project is being implemented for the first time in the country.
 It would be taken up at Srikakulam in Andhra Pradesh on a pilot basis.
 The Microsoft, DEITY, ERNET and DOT are working with the State government, in a
first of its kind pilot, to bring low-cost broadband internet connectivity to four
educational institutions in Srikakulam district.
 The TV White Spaces technology would utilise the unused space in the terrestrial TV
spectrum to provide cheap Internet connectivity to remote areas. The technology would
dynamically allocate unused bands for broadband transmission without affecting the TV
transmissions.
 It would provide wide coverage and cheap licence-free access. While the Wi-Fi network
covers a range of up to 100 metres, coverage under the 200-300 Mhz spectrum available
in white space could reach up to 10 km.
 The technology could be the affordable answer to the last mile connectivity challenges
and it could be utilised in times of emergencies like natural disasters.
 Microsoft has already tested the pilot projects in Ghana, Botswana, Namibia, Tanzania,
South Africa and Singapore.
A.P. Wildlife Board gives nod for resizing Kolleru lake


The Andhra Pradesh State Wildlife Board recently adopted a resolution to ‗resize‘ Kolleru
Wildlife Sanctuary from counter level +5 feet down to +3 ft. This move, if ratified by the
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Union Ministry of Environment and Forests (MOEF) will bring some 25,000 acres under
the plough or other such development activity.
 The board‘s resolution will now go to the National Board of Wildlife (NBWL).
 However, environmentalists have opposed this move.
Quick facts:
 Kolleru lake is one of the largest fresh water lakes in the country. It is located between
Krishna and Godavari delta.
 It was declared as a wildlife sanctury in 1999.
 It is a Ramsar site.
 It is also listed as an Important Bird Area.
 Important avifauna of the lake include a variety of water fowls, ducks, teals, storks,
egrets, herons, ibises, bitterns, cormorants and a number of waders. As many as 224
species of birds have been from in and around the lake A large number of Lesser
Whistling teals were recorded in 1997.
 The lake is known to amateur birdwatchers and professional ornithologists as a
Pelicanery — a location were the Grey Pelicans, a large magnificent bird, nest and breed.
 Grey pelicans had vanished from the lake in 1973 for nearly 35 years and returned to it to
nest again in December 2006. The Grey Pelican also called the Spot Billed Pelican is
listed in Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act and in the Red Data Book. It is also
considered a ―globally threatened species‖ under the ―vulnerable‖ category.
 The Grey Pelican returned to the lake only after Operation Kolleru, in which the fish
tanks were destroyed implementing a Supreme Court order.
Prakash Rawat takes charge as EC


Om Prakash Rawat, a former Madhya Pradesh cadre IAS officer, recently assumed
charge as the new election commissioner.
 With Mr. Rawat‘s appointment, the sole vacancy in the three-member poll body has been
filled.
Quick facts:
 Election Commissioner of India is a member of Election Commission of India, a body
constitutionally empowered to conduct free and fair elections to the national and state
legislatures.
 He is usually a member of the Indian Civil Service and mostly from the Indian
Administrative Service.
 He has a tenure of six years in office or till he or she attains the age of 65 years,
whichever is earlier.
 The President of India based on a recommendation from the Government of India
appoints the Election Commissioners.
 Election Commissioners can be removed by the President on recommendation of the
Chief Election Commissioner.
Government to transfer ownership in PSU banks to a new holding company


The government has announced a seven-point action plan, Indradhanush to infuse
professionalism and fresh capital in to public sector banks.
 As part of the plan, the government has announced the setting up of Bank Board Bureau
(BBB) that will give way to holding company to which the Centre will transfer it
ownership of all these banks.
Details:
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The BBB will be headed by a Chairman and will comprise six other members — three
government officials and three experts, two of which will be from the private sector.
It will make recommendations for senior appointments and also advise banks on
strategies for consolidation among them including mergers and acquisitions.
The BBB will also be a link between the government and banks and will be engaged with
banks to evolve strategies for them.
Assam Assembly passes Bill to end witch-hunting



The Assam Assembly recently unanimously passed the Assam Witch Hunting
(Prohibition, Prevention and Protection) Bill, 2015 making any offence under the Act as
non-bailable, cognizable and non-compoundable to eliminate the superstition from
society.
 The Act was prepared to rein in the rising incidents of witch-hunting cases across the
State, following demand from cross-section of society.
Details:
 The Bill contains provisions for imprisonment up to seven years along with a fine up to
Rs 5 lakh for identifying and calling a person witch. This will come with Section 302 of
the IPC if someone is killed after branding as witch.
 The punishment for leading a person to commit suicide after intimidating, stigmatising,
defaming and accusing as witch may be extended to life imprisonment and fine up to Rs
5 lakh.
 The Bill also contains provisions about various measures that the administration and
police need to initiate along with NGOs and civil society to educate people about witch
hunting.
 According to the bill, the fine realised as punishment for an offence shall be paid to the
victim or his/her next of kin as compensation by following the procedures.
Will complete Polavaram by 2018, says Naidu


Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh N. Chandrabbau Naidu recently announced that the
government was keen on completing the Polavaram project before 2018 and focus would
be on completion of all pending irrigation projects in a phased manner.
 The multi-purpose Indira Sagar (Polavaram) project has been rechristened in June as
Polavaram irrigation project.
About the project:
 Polavaram Project is a multi-purpose irrigation project which has been accorded national
project status by the central government.
 This dam across the Godavari River is under construction located in West Godavari
District and East Godavari District in Andhra Pradesh state and its reservoir spreads in
parts of Chhattisgarh and Orissa States also.
 The project is multipurpose major terminal reservoir project on river Godavari for
development of Irrigation, Hydropower and drinking water facilities to East Godavari,
Vishakhapatnam, West Godavari and Krishna districts of Andhra Pradesh.
 The project is likely to displace over 1.88 lakh people across 222 villages and so far, 1,730
persons in six villages have been rehabilitated by the government.
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Kalam award for ISRO scientist





Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu Jayalalithaa, recently presented the first APJ Abdul
Kalam award to Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) scientist N. Valarmathi,
who led the team that successfully launched Radar Imaging Satellite RISAT-1 in 2012.
The award was announced by Ms. Jayalalithaa in memory of former President A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam.
The award carries a certificate, a cheque for Rs. 5 lakh and an eight-gram gold coin.
Radar Imaging Satellite 1, or RISAT-1, is an Indian remote sensing satellite which was
built and is operated by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). A
technologically superior imaging satellite, RISAT-1 had instruments such as the
Synthetic Aperture Radar that could look through clouds and take images even during
the night. It provides all-weather surveillance using synthetic aperture radars (SAR).
Tiruchi airport gets e-tourist visa system



The Tiruchi International Airport has become one of the gateways for foreign tourists
entering the country with e-tourist visas, an online visa issue system introduced by the
Union government.
 Tiruchi is now one of the 16 designated airports in the country, which have been
approved as entry points for foreigners arriving in the country with e-tourist visas.
 Tourists from 113 countries, including Australia, Brazil, Canada, France, Georgia,
Germany, Indonesia, Israel, Japan, Mauritius, Mexico, New Zealand, Philippines, Russia,
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Malaysia, Spain, Portugal, Seychelles, The Netherlands,
Sweden and United Kingdom, could use the e-tourist visa facility.
 The Airports Authority of India, the Bureau of Immigration and the National Informatics
Centre have created the necessary infrastructure at the Tiruchi airport for the
introduction of the system. Dedicated counters and equipment, including passport
readers, bio-metric capture machines, web cameras and computers have been installed
for the purpose.
About the e –tourist visa scheme:
 India had last year launched e-tourist visa facility (which was earlier called ‗tourist visa
on arrival enabled by electronic travel authorisation‘).
 Under the e-visa scheme, an applicant receives an email authorising him or her to travel
to India after it is approved and he or she can travel with a print-out of this
authorisation. On arrival, the visitor has to present the authorisation to the immigration
authorities who would then stamp the entry into the country.
 The number of foreign tourists availing themselves of the e-tourist visa facility has
increased by over 700% in May, 2015 as compared to the same period last year.
 The visas would have a validity of 30 days from the date of arrival. Biometric details of
the applicant will be mandatorily captured on arrival in India. The facility can be availed
for a maximum of two visits to the country in a calendar year.
Who is not eligible?
 Not available to Diplomatic/Official Passport Holders.
 Not available to individuals endorsed on Parent‘s/Spouse‘s Passport i.e. each individual
should have a separate passport.
 Not available to International Travel Document Holders.
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New global diamond standard hailed


A new set of international guidelines aimed at increasing the confidence of consumers
when purchasing diamonds has been welcomed by a number of Indian diamond and
jewellery industry organizations.
 Diamond organizations in India have praised the release of ISO International Standard
18323: Jewellery – Consumer confidence in the diamond industry.
Details:
 These guidelines provide a series of definitions, which aim to provide further clarity for
traders and maintain consumer confidence in the diamond industry as a whole. There are
also guidelines on the nomenclature that should be used by those involved in the buying
and selling of diamonds.
 The ISO ruling defines a diamond as something that was ‗crated by nature.‘.
 The ISO standard sets out descriptions for synthetic diamonds plainly and precisely
which is a critical issue for the diamonds business. It also bars the usage of deceptive
terms such as ‗cultured‘ and ‗cultivated‘, ‗real‘, ‗precious‘ and ‗gem‘ to describe any
synthetic diamond.
 It also states, brand names and manufacturers‘ names combined with the word
‗diamond‘ are insufficient means of disclosure when applied to synthetic diamonds.
Russia backs India‟s bid for a permanent UNSC seat


After the United States, Russia too has clarified that it is open to supporting India‘s bid
for a permanent seat in the United Nations Security Council (UNSC).
 Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov recently, in an interview, said that Russia
supports the candidature of India and Brazil for permanent membership in the U.N.
Security Council. He also said that the presence of an African country in the UNSC is also
necessary.
 India, which will be competing for a permanent seat with Germany, Japan and Brazil,
already has the support of France and the U.K., and has long held that as one of the
biggest democracies and a growing economy it is poised to take its place in the UNSC
complete with the veto. However, China remains a big roadblock as it has not clarified its
position on support for India.
India and UNSC:
 India was among the founding members of United Nations.
 It is the second largest and a one of the largest constant contributor of troops to United
Nations Peacekeeping missions.
 Today, India has over 8,500 peacekeepers in the field, more than twice as many as the
UN‘s five big powers combined.
 India, since long time, has been demanding expansion of UNSC and its inclusion as
permanent member in it. It has been a member of UNSC for 7 terms and a member of G77 and G-4, so permanent membership is a logical extension.
UNSC: Quick facts
 The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the six principal organs of the
United Nations and is charged with the maintenance of international peace and security.
 Its powers include the establishment of peacekeeping operations, the establishment of
international sanctions, and the authorization of military action through Security Council
resolutions; it is the only UN body with the authority to issue binding resolutions to
member states.
 The Security Council consists of fifteen members. Russia, the United Kingdom, France,
China, and the United States—serve as the body‘s five permanent members. These
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permanent members can veto any substantive Security Council resolution, including
those on the admission of new member states or candidates for Secretary-General.
The Security Council also has 10 non-permanent members, elected on a regional basis to
serve two-year terms. The body‘s presidency rotates monthly among its members.
Call drops problem likely to worsen



The telecom services provider have warned that call drop problems of cell phone users
are likely to worsen unless challenges faced in installation of mobile towers are dealt
with. They have also demanded for a national policy from the government in this regard.
What the telecom services provider say?
 Inadequate number of cell sites directly impact quality of services.
 Limited number of towers is leading to inferior customer experience and growing
customer inconvenience.
 Several challenges are being faced by the industry during installation of sites, including
State bodies‘ actions against towers without prior notices, restrictions by municipalities,
sealing orders, power supply issues and difficulties in getting clearances for installing
sites.
 The service providers have also said that over 10,000 cell sites have been made nonoperational due to some trivial reasons across major cities like Delhi, Mumbai,
Chandigarh, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Patna and Jaipur.
Various demands by the telecom companies:
 need of additional spectrum.
 harmonisation of airwaves to improve capacity.
 they be allowed to install towers on government buildings.
 alignment of State policies with the Telecom Department‘s advisory of mobile tower
installation.
Background:
 The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI), in July 2015, had named Vodafone,
Idea, Reliance and Airtel among the cell phone service providers failing to meet the
quality of service norms in Delhi or Mumbai, especially on mobile call drops.
 An audit, done by an independent agency, on behalf of the regulator, had found that Tata
(CDMA) in Delhi and Bharti Airtel in Mumbai are the only service providers meeting the
benchmark of less than 2% call drops.
 The number of call drop complaints by mobile phone subscribers has been on the rise,
especially in metros.
What is a Call Drop?
 There is no standard definition of a dropped call. In telecommunications, it referes to the
telephone calls which, due to technical reasons, were cut off before the speaking parties
had finished their conversation and before one of them had hung up (dropped calls).
 There are many reasons why a call drops, including network infrastructure, spectrum
allocation, traffic, as well as the handsets that consumers use.
Grama Jyothi launched across Telangana


Chief Minister of Telangana K. Chandrasekhar Rao recently launched a flagship
programme of his government,Grama Jyothi in the state.
Details of the scheme:
 The scheme is aimed at comprehensive development of rural areas.
 It allows planning and execution of works by villages themselves.
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With the village development committees playing the key role, the focus of the scheme
would be at improving the Human Development Index (HDI) by addressing core issues
such as roads, drains and sanitation, nutrition and health, drinking water, streetlights,
wage employment and green cover.
A sum of Rs. 25,000 crore in five years will be spent under the scheme for rural
development. Each village will be alloted Rs. 2 crore to Rs. 6 crore depending on the
population.
The scheme is also aimed at strengthening panchayat raj system and to allow gram
panchayats to formulate their own development plans.
The gram panchayats would be required to formulate a special development plan for the
welfare of scheduled castes and scheduled tribes.
Delhi launches bike-on-rent scheme







The Delhi government has announced the launch of a rented motorcycle scheme.
This is expected to further the Capital‘s existing appeal among tourists – especially
outgoing or adventure-driven bike aficionados from the West.
The scheme was announced by the Transport Department of Delhi on the sidelines of
unveiling a taxi scheme consisting of small vehicles available at Rs. 10 per kilometre
aimed at improving last-mile connectivity in Delhi .
The government would now begin issuing licenses for firms or vendors of two-wheelerswhich could be hired by individuals and tourists alike for temporary periods.
Commercially-registered two-wheelers equipped with a fare metre, GPS system and the
provision of other components similar to those on four-wheel taxis would be available for
hire in the Capital.
Currently, many tourists who visit the Capital have to travel as far as Goa first so that
they can hire two-wheelers for a cruise around northern India because of lack of
availability of such vehicles on a rental basis in Delhi and the National Capital Region
(NCR).
Reject mercy pleas of 2 convicts, Pranab told



The Ministry of Home Affairs has recommended to the President that mercy petitions of
two convicts, sentenced to death for rapes and murder, be rejected. The Supreme Court
upheld their death sentence and their mercy petitions were rejected by the Maharashtra
Governor.‘
 The President is bound by the advice of the Council of Ministers in deciding cases of
mercy petitions, the Home Ministry in this case.
 The President has so far rejected 22 mercy petitions. He has commuted the death
sentence of only one person.
All about mercy pleas:
 Under Article 72 of the Constitution, the President can grant pardon, and suspend,
remit or commute a sentence of death. However, the President does not exercise this
power on this own — he has to act on the advice of the Council of Ministers. This
too has been made clear by the Constitution.
 Under the existing rules of procedure governing mercy petitions, the view of the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), conveyed to the President in writing, is taken as the
view of the Cabinet, and the President decides a mercy petition accordingly.
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Once a convict has been finally awarded the death sentence by the Supreme Court,
anybody, including a foreign national, can send a mercy petition with regard to that
person to the President‘s Office or the MHA.
A mercy plea can also be sent to the Governor of the state concerned, who then forwards
it to the MHA for further action.
The convict can file a mercy plea from prison through officials, his lawyer or family.
These days, mercy petitions can also be emailed to the MHA or President‘s Secretariat.
Court allows lie detector test on Naved



A Delhi court has allowed the National Investigation Agency (NIA) to put alleged
Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist Mohammad Naved through the lie detector test.
 Villagers in Udhampur in Jammu and Kashmir had caught the terrorist earlier this
month after he and his accomplice had attacked a BSF convoy in which two jawans were
killed and eight injured. The other terrorist was killed in the counter-attack by the BSF.
 The court conducted the proceedings in camera and allowed the NIA‘s plea for the
polygraph test after getting the consent of the accused.
Lie Detector and Polygraph Tests:
 Lie detectors are called polygraphs because the test consists of simultaneously
monitoring several of the suspect‘s physiological functions – breathing, pulse, and
galvanic skin response — and printing out the results on graph paper.
 The printout shows exactly when, during the questioning period, the biologic responses
occurred. If the period of greatest biologic reaction lines up with the key questions on the
graph paper – the questions that would implicate the person as being involved with the
crime – stress is presumed. And along with this presumption of stress comes a second
presumption: that the stress indicates a lie.
 Lie detector tests or polygraph tests are rarely used in criminal trials. The theory
underlying a lie detector test is that lying is stressful, and that this stress can be
measured and recorded on a polygraph machine.
 However, the courts in most jurisdictions doubt the reliability of lie detector tests and
refuse to admit the results into evidence.
Supreme Court‘s views:
 The Supreme Court of India in 2010 had ruled compulsory brain mapping, narcoanalysis and lie detector tests unconstitutional as they violate individual rights.
 The SC had said that the tests can be administered to a person only with consent and
even then National Human Rights Commission guidelines must be adhered to. The
person needs to be assisted by a lawyer, his consent needs to be recorded before a
magistrate, and he needs to be told about the implications of his consent and the fact that
the information thus collected would not be used against him as evidence in court. But
information or material collected with the help of a (voluntary) test can be admitted in
court under section 27 of the Evidence Act.
Karnataka Governor gives nod for Lokayukta Bill


Governor of Karnataka Vajubhai R. Vala has given assent to the Karnataka Lokayukta
(Amendment) Bill, 2015, which was passed by the legislature primarily for removal of
Karnataka Lokayukta Y. Bhaskar Rao.
Details:
 According to the Bill, once the Chief Justice of the Karnataka High Court or the judge
nominated finds the Lokayukta guilty of misconduct or incapacity, then both the Houses
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of the legislature can pass a motion with two-third majority stating that the Lokayukta
should be removed.
As per the new bill, a judge who has served not less than 10 years is eligible to be the
Loakyukta, and a judge who has put in not less than five years as high court judge, can
become the Upa Lokayukta.
Appointment of Lokayukta: The Lokayukta is appointed by the Governor of
Karnataka on advice of Chief Minister of Karnataka in consultation with the Chief Justice
of the High Court of Karnataka, the Chairman of Karnataka Legislative Council, the
Speaker of Karnataka Legislative Assembly, the Leader of the Opposition in the
Karnataka Legislative Council and the Leader of the Opposition in the Karnataka
Legislative Assembly.
Powers: The Lokayukta has the power to investigate Chief Minister, all other Ministers
and Members of the State Legislature and all state government employees.
SC warns Devaswoms of criminal prosecution



The Supreme Court recently took note of pleas alleging cruelty meted out to captive
elephants in Kerala, particularly in temples, and has directed the top wildlife officer to
undertake a headcount of all of them and act against those keeping them without the
requisite permission.
What else has the Court said?
 It shall be the duty of the State, the District Committee (set up under the Kerala Captive
Elephants (Management and Maintenance) Rules, 2012, devaswoms, temple
managements and elephant owners to see that no elephant is meted out any kind of
cruelty. If it is found, apart from lodging of criminal prosecution, they shall face severe
consequences, which may include confiscation of the elephants by the State.
 Devaswoms should get themselves registered with the respective district committees
under the 2012 Rules within the next six weeks to ensure ―proper and effective control‖
of their conduct. The onus is on the State to ensure that the devaswoms comply with the
directive. The devaswoms should intimate the number of elephants used in a festival to
the district committee.
 Festival committees should strictly adhere to Rule 10 of the 2012 Rules, which lists a
series of 18 conditions before making an elephant a part of the festivity. These include
sufficient space between elephants in a procession or parade; sick, pregnant or elephants
in musth should not be used; chains or hobbles or spike should not be used; ensure that
elephants are not made to walk on tarred roads without long periods of rest; no bursting
of crackers near an elephant; provision for food and water; presence of a vet; protection
from bodily harm and taunts, ensure the mahouts are not drunk, etc.
 The court has directed the Chief Wildlife Warden to make an exact count of captive
elephants in Kerala on the basis of data already available with his office for giving
ownership certificates under the Protection of Wildlife Act, 1972. The court has asked the
Warden to take appropriate action in law against those who did not apply for ownership
certificates.
 The court has also directed that the owners should comply with Rule 6 of the 2012 Rules
and maintain an ‗Elephant Data Book‘ as specified by the Chief Wildlife Warden for
each captive elephant.
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Anti-dumping duty imposed on „linen‟ fabric from China, Hong Kong


The Finance Ministry has imposed definitive anti-dumping duty on „flax‟ or „linen‟
fabric imports from China and Hong Kong.
 This duty would be applicable only on those flax fabrics with flax content of
over 50%.
 This duty would be effective for a period of five years (unless revoked, superseded or
amended earlier) from August 12, 2015.
 The duty has been imposed based on the recommendation of Directorate General of Anti
Dumping duty (DGAD).
 Anti-dumping duty on flax or linen fabric having flax content of more than 50% was first
imposed in December 2009. Subsequently, a review was carried out as a subsidiary
company of Aditya Birla Nuvo Limited filed a petition seeking continuation of the duty
on such fabric imports from China and Hong Kong.
About Linen:
 Linen is a textile made from the fibers of the flax plant, Linum usitatissimum.
 Linen is laborious to manufacture, but the fiber is very absorbent and garments made of
linen are valued for their exceptional coolness and freshness in hot weather.
 ‗Flax‘ and ‗linen‘ are synonymous and these fibres are used to produce yarn and fabric.
 The anti-dumping duty is levied on distrustfully low-priced imports, so as to protect
the domestic manufacturers.
RBI cancels licences of 7 NBFCs



The RBI has cancelled the certificate of registration of seven NBFCs.
Following the cancellation of registration certificate, these companies cannot transact
NBFC operations as laid down under clause (a) of Section 45-I of the Reserve Bank of
India Act, 1934.
 However, the RBI has not clearly stated the reasons for cancellation.
NBFCs:
 Non-bank financial companies (NBFCs) are financial institutions that provide banking
services without meeting the legal definition of a bank, i.e. one that does not hold a
banking license. These institutions typically are restricted from taking deposits from the
public depending on the jurisdiction. Nonetheless, operations of these institutions are
often still covered under a country‘s banking regulations.
 The Reserve Bank of India is entrusted with the responsibility of regulating and
supervising the Non-Banking Financial Companies by virtue of powers vested under
Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934.
Difference between Banks and NBFCs:
 NBFCs lend and make investments and hence their activities are akin to that of banks;
however there are a few differences as given below:
 NBFC cannot accept demand deposits;
 NBFCs do not form part of the payment and settlement system and cannot issue cheques
drawn on itself;
 deposit insurance facility of Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation is not
available to depositors of NBFCs, unlike in case of banks.
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India Post, 10 others get nod for payments banks


The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has given its approval in principle for 11 entities to set
up payments banks.
 The 11 entities are: India Post, Reliance Industries Ltd., Aditya Birla Nuvo, Tech
Mahindra, Sun Pharma, National Securities Depository Ltd., Airtel M Commerce
Services Ltd., Vodafone m-pesa Ltd., Cholamandalam Distribution Services Ltd., Fino
PayTech Ltd. and Paytm.
 RBI has said that it has selected entities with experience in different sectors and with
different capabilities so that different models could be tried.
 These entities are required to have an initial capital of Rs 100 crore each and will have to
start operations within 18 months.
All about Payment Banks:
 Payment Bank is a step towards financial inclusion.
 Capital requirement : The minimum paid-up equity capital for payments banks is Rs. 100
crore.
 The payments bank should have a leverage ratio of not less than 3%, i.e., its outside
liabilities should not exceed 33.33 times its net worth (paid-up capital and reserves).
 Promoter‘s contribution: The promoter‘s minimum initial contribution to the paid-up
equity capital of such payments bank shall at least be 40% for the first five years from the
commencement of its business.
 Foreign shareholding: The foreign shareholding in the payments bank would be as per
the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) policy for private sector banks as amended from
time to time.
 Apart from amounts maintained as Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) with the Reserve Bank on
its outside demand and time liabilities, it will be required to invest minimum 75% of its
―demand deposit balances‖ in Statutory Liquidity Ratio(SLR) eligible Government
securities/treasury bills with maturity up to one year and hold maximum 25% in current
and time/fixed deposits with other scheduled commercial banks for operational purposes
and liquidity management.
 What are the scopes of activities of Payment Banks?
 Payments banks will mainly deal in remittance services and accept deposits of up to Rs 1
lakh.
 They will not lend to customers and will have to deploy their funds in government papers
and bank deposits.
 The promoter‘s minimum initial contribution to equity capital will have to be at least
40% for the first five years.
 They can accept demand deposits.
 Payments bank will initially be restricted to holding a maximum balance of Rs. 100,000
per individual customer.
 Can issue ATM/debit cards but not credit cards.
 Can carry out payments and remittance services through various channels.
 Distribution of non-risk sharing simple financial products like mutual fund units and
insurance products, etc.
 This is for the first time in the history of India‘s banking sector that differentiated
licences are being given out by the central bank for undertaking specific activities. The
move is seen as a major step in pushing financial inclusion in the country. Bringing more
people into the formal banking system has been a stated objective of both RBI and the
government.
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Government issues final notification demarcating ESZ around Okhla bird
sanctuary


Union Government has issued the final notification demarcating the Eco Sensitive Zone
(ESZ) around Okhla bird sanctuary giving a big relief to thousands of home buyers in
Noida and its vicinity as their apartments will now fall out of the new notified area.
 The ESZ in the Okhla Bird Sanctuary will be the area up to 100 metres from the eastern,
western and southern boundary and up to 1.27 km from the northern boundary of the
Okhla Bird Sanctuary, which extends up to DND flyover across the riverbed situated in
Uttar Pradesh‘s Gautam Buddh Nagar district and southeast district of NCT Delhi.
About Okhla sanctuary:
 Okhla Bird Sanctuary is situated at the Okhla barrage over Yamuna River in Noida,
Gautam Buddh Nagar district, on Delhi-Uttar Pradesh state border. The site is located at
the point where the river enters Uttar Pradesh.
 It is known as a haven for over 300 bird species, especially waterbirds.
 The most prominent feature of the sanctuary is the large lake created by damming the
river, which lies between Okhla village to the west and Gautam Budh Nagar to the east.
SC deals body blow to FSSAI


The Supreme Court has ruled in favour of food companies in a case questioning the
product approval advisories issued by the Food Safety & Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI).
 This decision has a far-reaching implication for packaged food majors, as it clears the air
on product approvals pertaining to proprietary or non-standardised food items.
Background:
 Packaged food companies and FSSAI have been at loggerheads over product approvals
pertaining mainly to proprietary foods. At least 700 product approvals are said to be held
up for over a year and a half, as FSSAI has issued repeated clarifications and advisories to
companies — most of those for product approvals sought for proprietary foods.
 The matter had come to a head when a Mumbai-based company, Vital Neutraceuticals,
approached the Bombay High Court last year, challenging FSSAI‘s powers to issue
product-approval advisories. The company had alleged that the advisories were issued on
the basis of arbitrary guidelines.
 The Supreme Court, which was hearing an appeal filed by FSSAI in this case, upheld the
Bombay High Court verdict, and lifted the interim stay given in the matter earlier.
About FSSAI:
 The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has been established under
Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 which consolidates various acts & orders that have
hitherto handled food related issues in various Ministries and Departments.
 It was created for laying down science based standards for articles of food and to regulate
their manufacture, storage, distribution, sale and import to ensure availability of safe and
wholesome food for human consumption.
 Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India is the Administrative Ministry
for the implementation of FSSAI.
 The Chairperson and Chief Executive Officer of Food Safety and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) are appointed by Government of India.
 The Chairperson is in the rank of Secretary to Government of India.
Important functions performed by the authority:
 Framing of Regulations to lay down the Standards and guidelines in relation to articles of
food and specifying appropriate system of enforcing various standards thus notified.
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Laying down mechanisms and guidelines for accreditation of certification bodies engaged
in certification of food safety management system for food businesses.
Laying down procedure and guidelines for accreditation of laboratories and notification
of the accredited laboratories.
To provide scientific advice and technical support to Central Government and State
Governments in the matters of framing the policy and rules in areas which have a direct
or indirect bearing of food safety and nutrition .
Collect and collate data regarding food consumption, incidence and prevalence of
biological risk, contaminants in food, residues of various, contaminants in foods
products, identification of emerging risks and introduction of rapid alert system.
Creating an information network across the country so that the public, consumers,
Panchayats etc receive rapid, reliable and objective information about food safety and
issues of concern.
Provide training programmes for persons who are involved or intend to get involved in
food businesses.
Majority of ecologically sensitive zones still not notified



According to a recently released data by the Union Environment Ministry, of the 629
national parks and wildlife sanctuaries in India, the Union environment ministry has
been able to provide a protective buffer zone, called ecologically sensitive zones (ESZs),
to only 26 so far.
 According to the national wildlife policy, all wildlife zones should have a protective zone
demarcated around it, where polluting and detrimental activities would be restricted.
Ecologically sensitive zones (ESZs):
 The ESZ is based on the principles of providing sanctity to protected areas and
strengthening the buffer zones and corridors around such areas.
 All forms of infrastructure projects of commercial or public purpose, including mining,
industries and hydro-power projects are prohibited within such zones, according to the
ministry guidelines.
 According to a 2006 Supreme Court order, all states and Union Territories are required
to send proposals detailing the site-specific geographical extent of ESZs around
environmentally protected areas falling within their boundaries.
State-wise proposals:
 Data from the Environment ministry show 452 proposals have been sent so far. The
highest number of proposals has been received from Madhya Pradesh followed by
Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.
 All UTs other than Andaman and Nicobar have proposed one zone each. Larger states
have on an average, proposed higher number of zones.
 Of those, which have been notified till date, most fall in four states — Gujarat, Goa,
Sikkim and Odisha. Haryana, Jharkhand, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh have one zone
each notified.
 Several states such as Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan and Goa have consistently raised
concerns about creating ESZs. Based on such complaints the Union government
consistently asked for site-specific proposals.
 According to Supreme Court orders, unless site-specific ESZs are declared a 10-km area
around each of these wildlife zones is treated as an ESZ. But despite repeated deadlines
the states failed to submit their proposals.

http://www.insightsonindia.com

Page 54

Insights Current Events- August 2015



Guidelines issued in 2011 said a committee, comprising a field staff of the forest, revenue
and panchayati raj departments and an ecologist — would identify an ESZ. The chief
wildlife warden of the state was required to send these to the environment ministry.
Iran no longer under restricted visa list



The Union government has removed Iran from the list of countries put under the
restricted visa category, indicating that it wants to reach out to the Persian Gulf nation.
 India sees Iran as a key supporter in the wake of the growing threats and influence of
Islamist terror groups such as the Islamic State in Central Asia.
 India has liberalised its visa policy for Iran and struck it off the prior referral
category (PRC) of countries. Three categories of visas — employment, conference,
students and research visa — were on the restricted list till now.
 The PRC list has countries such as Pakistan, Bangladesh and China.
Implications:
 The order means that Iranians can, now, easily apply for visas at Indian consulate in Iran
and each application will not have to be forwarded to the Intelligence Bureau and the
Research and Analysis Wing for verification.
Background:
 The decision comes after National Security Adviser Ajit Doval convened a high-level
meeting in July to explore the possibilities of lifting restrictions on visas for Iran
nationals. There was also need for widening cooperation between the two countries in
fighting terrorism.
India and Iran (Recent developments):
 The two countries recently agreed to facilitate development in various fields including
ports, north-south corridor, petrochemicals, steel industries, pharmaceuticals, and
medical equipment.
 In May this year, India inked a memorandum of understanding to develop the Chabahar
Port in Iran.
 India is keen to open new avenues of connectivity with Iran, which will pave the way for
its entry into Afghanistan and the Central Asian region.
Kerala banana variant on GI list


The „nendran‟ banana variety, „Chengalikodan‟ of kerala, has been accorded the
Geographical Indication (GI) status.
 The banana, the special variety grown in suburbs of Thrissur and Thalappilly taluks, is
known for its unique size, shape, colour and taste.
 Chosen for the ‗Kazhchakkula‘ offered to Lord Krishna, the presiding deity of Guruvayur,
it has special significance during the Onam season.
 It is believed that the banana variety, cultivated in erstwhile Chengazhikode, came to be
known as ‗Chengazhikodan‘ banana and later ‗Chengalikodan‘ banana.
 Chowannur, Puzhakkal, Wadakkanchery, Pazhayannur and Ollukkara block panchayats
in Kerala are the prime producers of this banana variant in Thrissur.
 ‗Chengalikodan‘ is the latest agricultural produce of Kerala to get GI status. ‗Palakkadan
matta‘ rice, ‗Vazhakkulam‘ pineapple, ‗Pokkali‘ rice, Wayanadan‘ scented rice varieties
‗Gandhakasala‘ and ‗Jeerakasala‘ and Central Travancore jaggery are among those
already on the list.
GI Status:
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GI status is an indication that identifies goods as produced from a particular area, which
has special quality or reputation attributable to its geographical origin.
GI registration confers:
 legal protection to the products
 prevents unauthorised use of a GI by others
 helps consumers get quality products of desired traits
 promotes economic prosperity of producers of goods by enhancing demand in national
and international markets
 GI registration is essential to get protection in other countries. Nearly 200 unique goods
have been registered as GIs in India.
It is our right to work for a liquor-free State, Kerala tells SC


Kerala State government has told the Supreme Court that its liquor ban had nothing to
do with ‗neat and clean‘ bars and had everything to do with the health of a nation.
 The state government has said that liquor traders could not protest the
‗unreasonableness‘ of the ban on all category of bars except those in five-star hotels as
they had no right to protection to practice their trade under Article 19 (1) (g)
of the Constitution.
 The State government argues that it has the power to ban liquor, provided the authority
is reasonably used with valid explanations.
Background:
 The supreme court had recently pointed out loopholes in the new liquor policy of Kerala.
 The apex court is hearing appeals challenging a judgment of the Kerala High Court that
had upheld the state‘s decision to close down most of the bars.
 The new liquor policy was envisaged to shut down bars attached to hotels below the fivestar category as part of the new government‘s plans to reduce availability of liquor. And
according to the policy 10% of the retail liquor stores in the state would be closed every
year till there is none left by 2023.
Cabinet approves pact with the Seychelles to fight black money






The Union Cabinet has approved the signing and ratification of an agreement with the
Seychelles for exchange of information on taxes. This is part of the ongoing initiative of
the Government of India to unearth black money.
The agreement would stimulate information exchange for tax purposes to help curb tax
evasion and avoidance.
All types of taxes imposed by India or the Seychelles, irrespective of the manner in which
they are levied, are covered under the agreement.
India has also signed an inter-governmental agreement with the U.S. to implement the
Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA), a significant step towards curbing
overseas tax evasion and black money.
India has already joined 59 countries in the Multilateral Competent Authority Agreement
on the Automatic Exchange of Financial Account Information in May. This agreement
obliges signatories to exchange periodically and automatically a wide range of financial
information among themselves.
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Manipur records 65% UAPA cases





According to the latest figures released by National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB),
Manipur, which accounts to only 0.2% of the country‘s population, has registered nearly
65% of cases under Unlawful Activities Prevention Act, (UAPA).
Out of the 975 cases of UAPA registered in the country in 2014, 630 are from Manipur.
659 people from the State are charged under UAPA in these 630 cases. Altogether 974
people are charged under UAPA in the country.
Six Manipur-based organisations are banned by Union Home Ministry under the UAPA
Act.
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act aims at effective prevention of unlawful activities
associations in India. Its main objective is to make powers available for dealing with
activities directed against the integrity and sovereignty of India. The Act makes it a crime
to support any secessionist movement, or to support claims by a foreign power to what
India claims as its territory.
Gujarat HC stays compulsory voting in local polls



The Gujarat High Court has stayed the state government‘s notification making voting
compulsory in the local civic bodies and panchayat polls scheduled to be held later this
year.
What has the Court said?
 The court noted that the „right to vote‟ provided in the Constitution also
provided the right to refrain from voting and it could not be made a “duty to
vote” for the citizens.
Background:
 The court acted on a petition that challenged Gujarat Local Authorities (Amendment) Act
2009.
 The petition stated that the right to vote cannot be termed as the duty by the state and,
therefore, the provision of compulsory voting Act is violative of the fundamental rights
given to the citizens under the Indian Constitution.
About the Gujarat Local Authorities (Amendment) ordinance:
 The Gujarat government had recently issued a notification on the Gujarat Local
Authorities (Amendment) Act 2009, which makes voting in the local polls mandatory
and those who fail to exercise their franchise would face a penalty of Rs 100.
 The act was first passed in 2009 and was rejected by the then Gujarat governor. This had
forced the government to pass it again.
 The government says that the purpose of this act is to bring the citizens to the centre
stage of politics and to increase the voting percentage.
 However, this move was seen as unconstitutional and impractical measure.
 Gujarat does not figure in record books for a high voter turnout. It‘s highest ever turnout
in a national election was 66.4% last year, when the BJP had won all 26 seats. Municipal
elections have seen even lower interest, with the figure not crossing 60% since 1995.
PM for space station in a Pacific Islands country


Pushing for deeper cooperation with 14 nations of strategically-located Pacific region,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently announced a number of initiatives, including
setting up of a space station in any of the countries and developing capacities in disaster
management.
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These initiatives were announced during the 2nd Summit of Forum for India-Pacific
Island Conference (FIPIC) held in Jaipur.
 PM also reached out to the Pacific Island Countries to support India‘s bid for a
permanent seat at the UN Security Council.
 PM assured the Pacific Island Countries (PICs) that India stands shoulder to shoulder
with them for a dedicated seat for SIDS (Small Island Developing States) in an expanded
and reformed UN Security Council in both categories.
 Rich in seabed resources, the Pacific Island Countries (PIC) are keen to partner with
India in the area of exploration of minerals. China, which has made staggering
investment in the region, is also eyeing to be a part of the venture.
 The PICs are also eager to give tourism a fillip using the Hindi film industry.
 PM also announced that India will establish at least one information technology
laboratory in each Pacific Island country that will not only improve local IT
infrastructure, but also enable the countries in fulfilling our commitment to provide telemedicine and tele-education to the people.
About the Forum for India-Pacific Island Conference (FIPIC):
 It is a multinational grouping developed in 2014 for cooperation between India and 14
Pacific Islands nations which include Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands,
Micronesia, Nauru, Niue, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Tonga,
Tuvalu and Vanuatu.
 Some of the countries have oil and gas reserves.
 All Head of state/head of government of the above countries met in Suva, Fiji in
November 2014 for the first time where the annual summit was conceptualised.
SAARC moots participatory management of forest resources


Faced with depletion of forest resources due to over exploitation and destructive
harvesting, eight member-countries of SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation) have decided to join hands to promote community-based sustainable
management of Non-wood Forest Produce (NWFP).
 A three-day meeting of the SAARC Expert Group on Community-based Sustainable
Management of NWFP and Income Generation for Communities was recently held at the
Kerala Forest Research Institute (KFRI).
 The meeting also mooted the establishment of legal, fiscal and market mechanisms to
ensure sustainability of NWFP harvesting with community participation.
 Delegates from the eight member-nations, namely Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka attended the meeting.
 They also resolved to set up a comprehensive policy framework to legalise the collection,
processing and certification of the products and to facilitate value addition.
 The meeting also came to a general consensus on establishing a real-time market
intelligence and monitoring system for high value forest produce.
 To curb over exploitation, the expert group mooted steps to entrust local communities
with the proprietorship of these resources.
About non-wood forest products (NWFP):
 Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) defines NWFP as being ―goods of biological
origin other than wood derived from forests, other wooded land and trees
outside forests‖.
 NWFP may be gathered from the wild, or produced in forest plantations, agroforestry
schemes and from trees outside forests.
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Examples of NWFP include products used as food and food additives (edible nuts,
mushrooms, fruits, herbs, spices and condiments, aromatic plants, game), fibres (used in
construction, furniture, clothing or utensiles), resins, gums, and plant and animal
products used for medicinal, cosmetic or cultural purposes.
Several million households world-wide depend heavily on NWFP for subsistence and/or
income. Some 80% of the population of the developing world use NWFP for health and
nutritional needs. Women from poor households are generally those who rely more on
NWFP for household use and income.
NWFP have also attracted considerable global interests in recent years due to the
increasing recognition of their contribution to environmental objectives, including the
conservation of biological diversity.
Mahadayi dispute: Karnataka to seek out-of-court settlement



Leaders of all parties in Karnataka have resolved to seek PM‘s intervention for an out-ofcourt settlement of the Mahadayi inter-State water dispute.
Background:
 Several places in north Karnataka are witnessing protests by public and various
organisations demanding that the Kalasa-Banduri canal project be taken up, over which
the state has locked horns with neighbouring Goa.
 The Kalasa-Banduri Nala (diversion) project, which will utilise 7.56 TMC ft of water from
the inter-state Mahadayi River, is being undertaken by Karnataka to improve drinking
water supply to the twin cities of Hubballi-Dharwad and the districts of Belagavi and
Gadag.
 It involves building barrages across Kalasa and Banduri, tributaries of Mahadayi River,
to divert 7.56 TMC of water to the Malaprabha River which supplies the drinking water
needs of the region.
Paper- 2 Topic: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, egovernance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters,
transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures.
Can‟t bring political parties under RTI, Centre tells SC


The Union government recently told the Supreme Court that political parties must not be
brought under RTI or Right to Information Act as they are not public authorities.
Centre‘s arguments:
 Political parties are not public authorities as they are not set up under the
Constitution or any law enacted by Parliament – they can‘t be treated as an institution or
establishment.
 If political parties come under the RTI it will affect their smooth internal functioning.
 Political rivals will start using RTI tool with malicious intent.
 There are already provisions in the Income Tax Act, 1961, and Representation of the
People Act, 1951, which demand necessary transparency regarding financial aspects of
political parties. These mechanisms ensure transparency in financial dealings of parties.
 Information about a political body is already in the public domain on the website of the
Election Commission.
Background:
 A petition by the NGO had said that political parties should be declared ―public
authorities‖ to bring them under the RTI Act. The petition had also urged the court to ask
political parties to declare all donations, including those below Rs. 20,000.
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The Supreme Court had issued notice to six national parties, including the BJP and the
Congress, asking them why they can‘t come clean and explain their hesitation to disclose
complete details of their income, expenditure, donations, funding, including donor
details, to the public under the RTI Act.
The Central Information Commission (CIC) in June 2013 deemed national parties to be
‗public authorities‘ under the RTI Act, to whom the provisions of the Act would now
apply.

Paper- 2 Topic: Development processes and the development industry the role of NGOs,
SHGs, various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other
stakeholders.
Tata Trusts, A.P. pact for community empowerment


Tata Trusts and the Andhra Pradesh State government have entered into a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) to work towards community empowerment and improve the
overall quality of living through an integrated multi-thematic approach.
Details of the Programme:
 The programme aims at interventions in the thematic areas of bamboo cultivation,
fisheries and nutrition, along with micro-planning and village development based on
the Union government‟s Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojna (SAGY).
 The thematic areas of the programme will focus on promoting bamboo as a livelihood
crop.
 With focus on marine fisheries, a comprehensive aquaculture development model will be
worked out to improve the livelihood of small and marginal fishermen.
 Using the government‘s feeding and distribution programmes like the Integrated Child
Development Services (ICDS), mid-day meal and Public Distribution System (PDS) as
delivery channels, the collaboration will also target micronutrient deficiencies like
anaemia.
 Tata Trusts would support the State and administrative bodies in the implementation of
multi-thematic development plans in 264 villages in Vijayawada constituency.
Paper- 2 Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure,
mandate.
U.N. court for status quo in Italian marines case


The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) has put a status quo in the
Italian marines case and has asked both India and Italy to suspend all court proceedings
and refrain from initiating new ones that might aggravate or extend the dispute that
triggered a diplomatic row.
 ITLOS has asked the two countries to submit the initial report on the entire incident by
September 24.
 This is also being seen as a partial victory for India as the court did not allow one of the
accused marines to go home from Indian custody despite Italy‘s plea. The other accused
marine is already in Italy and is allowed to stay back home by the Supreme Court due to
medical reasons.
Background:
 The marines, who were on board ship ‗Enrica Lexie‘, are accused of killing two Indian
fishermen off the Kerala coast in February, 2012, under the misconception that they were
pirates.
 The marines were arrested by the Kerala police. The case was later transferred to the
National Investigation Agency (NIA).
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During hearing in the Supreme Court in July 2015, Italy had made a plea before the court
saying it has invoked international arbitration challenging India‘s jurisdiction to try two
of its marines accused of killing two Indian fishermen three years ago.
 But, India has been saying that it had jurisdiction to try the Italian marines as the alleged
offence had taken place in the Indian waters.
About ITLOS:
 The ITLOS is an independent judicial body established by the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea to adjudicate disputes arising out of the interpretation
and application of the Convention.
 The Convention also established the International Seabed Authority, with responsibility
for the regulation of seabed mining beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, that is
beyond the limits of the territorial sea, the contiguous zone and the continental shelf.
 The Tribunal is composed of 21 independent members, elected from among persons
enjoying the highest reputation for fairness and integrity and of recognised competence
in the field of the law of the sea.
 The tribunal is based in Hamburg, Germany.
 The Tribunal has the power to settle disputes between party states. Currently, there are
161 parties.
 India is also a signatory to this convention.
Paper- 2 Topic: Welfare schemes
JNNURM buses: Centre warns States


The Union government, which had included funding for urban buses under the
Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) to improve urban
mobility, has taken strong exception to the inordinate delay by State governments in
procuring buses and furnishing periodical compliance reports.
 The centre has warned the state governments about withdrawal of sanction as well as
funds already released, if the reports are not furnished immediately.
 In a recent letter to all State governments, the Ministry of Urban Development (MoUD)
said it had released Rs. 884.21 crore for 7,509 buses to 18 States covering 114 cities.
However, the Ministry has received information for procurement of only 2,288 buses till
July 2015.
 The Ministry has said that the government has taken it seriously as the funds meant for
people‘s welfare has been kept unutilised for the last one year.
About JNNURM:
 Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission (JnNURM) is a massive citymodernisation scheme launched by the Government of India under Ministry of
Urban Development in 2005.
 It envisages a total investment of over $20 billion over seven years.
 JNNURM aims at creating ‗economically productive, efficient, equitable and
responsive Cities‟ by a strategy of upgrading the social and economic infrastructure in
cities, provision of Basic Services to Urban Poor (BSUP) and wide-ranging urban sector
reforms to strengthen municipal governance in accordance with the 74th Constitutional
Amendment Act, 1992.
Objectives of the mission:
 Focused attention relating to infrastructural services in the context of integrated
development is to be covered under the mission.
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Make efficient and increase self-sustaining capabilities of cities as per the sector proving
infrastructural services by securing the linkages between asset creation and asset
management
 Ensure adequate investment of funds to fulfill deficiencies in the urban infrastructural
services.
 Planned development of identified cities including peri-urban areas, out growths, urban
corridors, so that urbanization takes place in a dispersed manner.
 Scale up delivery of civic amenities and provision of utilities with emphasis on universal
access to urban poor.
 To take up urban renewal programme, i.e., re-development of inner (old) cities area to
reduce congestion.
JNNURM primarily incorporates two sub-missions into its program:
 The Sub-Mission for Urban Infrastructure and Governance administered by the Ministry
of Urban Development, with a focus on water supply and sanitation, solid waste
management, road network, urban transport and redevelopment of old city areas.
 The Sub-Mission for Basic Services to the Urban Poor (BSUP) administered by the
Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation with a focus on integrated
development of slums.
Implementation mechanism:
 The funds are channelled through state-level agencies, where grants from the central and
state governments are pooled and passed on as grants or soft loans to cities provided
that they have prepared development strategies and that the investments identified fit
within these strategies.
 The share of grant funding by the central government can vary from 35% in the largest
cities to up to 90% in cities in the Northeast.
 Most cities receive grants covering 50% or 80% of costs depending on size.
 Capacity building is also included in the mission to assist urban local bodies to prepare
strategies and projects.
Paper- 3 Topic: Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to
internal security.
IS blows up Palmyra temple


Jihadists with the Islamic State group have blown up a famous temple at Syria‘s ruins of
Palmyra confirming fears they would destroy more world-class heritage sites.
 The destruction of the Baal Shamin temple, considered ancient Palmyra‘s second-most
significant temple, raised concerns for the rest of the UNESCO World Heritage-listed
ruins.
 Palmyra fatures Roman colonnades and an impressive necropolis.
 Much of Palmyra is well-preserved – the uniqueness of the city, an oasis on the Silk
Road, stems from the fact that so much remains intact from Roman times, including the
remains of public buildings, temples and administrative centres.
 The chief of the UN‘s cultural agency described Islamic State‘s destruction of a Roman
temple in the ancient Syrian city of Palmyra as a war crime.
UNESCO world heritage site:
 A UNESCO World Heritage Site is a place that is listed by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) as of special cultural or
physical significance.
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The list is maintained by the international World Heritage Programme administered by
the UNESCO World Heritage Committee, composed of 21 UNESCO member states which
are elected by the General Assembly.
Each World Heritage Site remains part of the legal territory of the state wherein the site
is located and UNESCO considers it in the interest of the international community to
preserve each site.
The List of recorded sites on the World Heritage now stands at 981 which include both
cultural and natural wonders.
Italy is home to the greatest number of World Heritage Sites with 50 sites.
There are 32 World Heritage Properties in India out of which 25 are Cultural Properties
and 7 are Natural Properties.

Paper- 3 Topic: Security challenges and their management in border areas;
Five-pronged strategy to check Naxalism: Minister


Union Minister of State for Home Haribhai Parthibhai Chaudhary has stated that the
Centre has been adopting a five-pronged strategy to contain left wing extremism (LWE)
in the country to a large extent in the next two-three years.
The five-pronged strategy includes:
 Taking up development programmes in the naxal-affected areas.
 Creating awareness among the communities in the naxal-affected areas against taking to
the path of violence being adopted by the LWE groups
 Utilisation of modern technologies such as drones and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs).
 Procuring modern helicopters for the use of armed forces engaged in the task.
 Development of the LWE-affected areas in the fields of education, health,
communication and others. Building of fortified police stations in such areas.
 There are also plans to set up 2,100 BSNL towers to provide mobile phone network. The
cell towers would be constructed in CRPF camps, which would also have ATMs.
 Naxalism is the biggest threat because it affects several areas including the economy,
security and foreign affairs, its citizens and rule of law.
Paper- 2 & 3 Topic: Disaster and disaster management and Bilateral, regional and global
groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s interests.
India to implement Sendai framework, disaster risk reduction assistance to
neighbours enhanced


The Union Minister of State for Home Affairs recently said that India will implement
the Sendai framework for Disaster Risk Reduction in letter and spirit.
About Sendai Framework:
 The ―Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030‖ was adopted
during the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction held in
Sendai, Japan in March, 2015.
 It is the first major agreement of the post-2015 development agenda, with seven targets
and four priorities for action.
 It was endorsed by the UN General Assembly following the 2015 Third UN World
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR).
 The Sendai Framework is a 15-year, voluntary, non-binding agreement which
recognizes that the State has the primary role to reduce disaster risk but that
responsibility should be shared with other stakeholders including local government, the
private sector and other stakeholders.
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The Sendai Framework is the successor instrument to the Hyogo Framework for Action
(HFA) 2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters.
The implementation of the Sendai Framework involves adopting integrated and inclusive
institutional measures so as to work towards preventing vulnerability to disaster,
increase preparedness for response and recovery and strengthen resilience.
The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR – UN International
Strategy for Disaster Reduction) has been actively supporting India‘s Leadership role in
implementation of Sendai Framework for disaster risk reduction in the Asian region.
The Seven Global Targets:
Substantially reduce global disaster mortality by 2030, aiming to lower average per
100,000 global mortality rate in the decade 2020-2030 compared to the period 20052015.
Substantially reduce the number of affected people globally by 2030, aiming to lower
average global figure per 100,000 in the decade 2020 -2030 compared to the period
2005-2015.
Reduce direct disaster economic loss in relation to global gross domestic product (GDP)
by 2030.
Substantially reduce disaster damage to critical infrastructure and disruption of basic
services, among them health and educational facilities, including through developing
their resilience by 2030.
Substantially increase the number of countries with national and local disaster risk
reduction strategies by 2020.
Substantially enhance international cooperation to developing countries through
adequate and sustainable support to complement their national actions for
implementation of this Framework by 2030.
Substantially increase the availability of and access to multi-hazard early warning
systems and disaster risk information and assessments to the people by 2030.
The Four Priorities for Action under the Framework:
Understanding disaster risk
Strengthening disaster risk governance to manage disaster risk
Investing in disaster risk reduction for resilience
Enhancing disaster preparedness for effective response and to ―Build Back Better‖ in
recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction

Paper-1 Topic: Indian History and Culture
PM inaugurates birth centenary celebrations of Rani Gaidinliu


Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, recently inaugurated the birth centenary
celebrations of Rani Gaidinliu.
 He also launched a commemorative coin to mark the inauguration of the birth centenary
celebrations of Rani Gaidinliu.
About Rani Gaidinliu:
 Gaidinliu (1915–1993) was a Naga spiritual and political leader who led a revolt against
British rule in India.
 At the age of 13, she joined the Heraka religious movement of her cousin Haipou
Jadonang. The movement later turned into a political movement seeking to drive out the
British from Manipur and the surrounding Naga areas.
 Within the Heraka cult, she came to be considered an incarnation of the goddess
Cherachamdinliu.
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Gaidinliu was arrested in 1932 at the age of 16, and was sentenced to life imprisonment
by the British rulers. Jawaharlal Nehru met her at Shillong Jail in 1937, and promised to
pursue her release. Nehru gave her the title of ―Rani‖ (―Queen‖), and she gained local
popularity as Rani Gaidinliu.
She was released in 1947 after India‘s independence, and continued to work for the
upliftment of her people.
An advocate of the ancestral Naga religious practices, she staunchly resisted the
conversion of Nagas to Christianity.
She was honoured as a freedom fighter and was awarded a Padma Bhushan by the
Government of India.

Paper 1 Topic: Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India.
Muslim population growth slows


Recently released Census data show that India‘s Muslim population is growing slower
than it had in the previous decades, and its growth rate has slowed more sharply than
that of the Hindu population.
 The data on Population by Religious Communities of Census 2011 was released
by the Registrar-General and Census Commissioner.
Important findings:
 The decadal Muslim rate of growth is the lowest it has ever been in India‘s history, as it is
for all religions. However, the Muslim population still grows at a faster rate than the
Hindu population, but the gap between the two growth rates is narrowing fast.
 India now has 966.3 million Hindus, who make up 79.8% of its population, and 172.2
million Muslims, who make up 14.23%. Among the other minorities, Christians make up
2.3% of the population and Sikhs 2.16%.
 Muslims are the only community to register a growth in their share of the population.
The growth rate of Muslims is the highest at 24.6%. Hindus follow with a 16.8% growth
rate; Christians come next with 15.5%. The growth rates of Sikhs, Buddhists and Jains
are less than 10%.
 The sex ratio among Muslims now stands at 951 females for every 1,000 males,
substantially better than 936 in 2001, while among Hindus, it is 939 females for every
1,000 males, a slight improvement over the 2001 value of 931.
 Assam remains the State with the largest Muslim population as a proportion (34.22%)
and saw the largest increase in the Muslim proportion between 2001 and 2011, followed
by Uttarakhand and Kerala.
Paper 2 and 3 Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various
sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation and Inclusive growth and
issues arising from it.
Special category status: PM puts ball in Niti Aayog‟s court




The Niti Aayog has been entrusted with the task of taking a final view on the issue of
granting Special Category status to Andhra Pradesh. This decision was announced
following a recent meeting between Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu and Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Further implementation of all the
commitments made in the AP Reorganisation Act was the agenda of the meeting.
Now, the Niti Aayog vice-chairman Arvind Panagariya would hold discussions on this
matter with Andhra Pradesh State Government officials to reconcile it with the Finance
Commission‘s recommendations ruling out special category status for any state.
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The Union Government had recently said that special status for states cannot be granted
as the 14th Finance Commission is against it. However, only special development
packages will be considered.
 The 14th Finance Commission has not made any distinction between special and general
category States in the recommendation of horizontal distribution among the States.
Special category states in India:
 The decision to grant special category status to States lie with the National
Development Council.
 The bases on the basis of which NDC decides whether a State should be accorded special
status or not includes:
 hilly and difficult terrain.
 low population density and or sizeable share of tribal population.
 strategic location along borders with neighboring countries.
 economic and infrastructure backwardness and non-viable nature of state finances.
Other details:
 In order to achieve the status of a special category state, a state has to project itself as
socioeconomically or strategically vulnerable state.
 The Finance Commission is entrusted with the work of distribution of central tax
revenues among states. The Finance Commission also recommends the principles
governing non-plan grants and loans to states.
 The special category states get 30% of the total assistance for all states while the other
states share the remaining 70%.
 The nature of the assistance also varies for special category states. Normal Central
Assistance (NCA) is split into 90% grants and 10% loans for special category states, while
the ratio between grants and loans is 30:70 for other states.
Paper 3 Topic: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental
impact assessment.
Yettinahole work more than just preliminary: residents


Activists and residents opposed to the Yettinahole project have questioned the ignorance
of Karnataka state Minister for Forests, Environment and Ecology B. Ramanath Rai
about works that have already been taken up related to the project. The works are
contrary to the prevailing norms related to environment protection.
Other major allegations against the project:
 The government has taken up the works by violating Karnataka Preservation of Trees
Act, 1976.
 Before the work was taken up, land acquisition process wasn‘t taken up, land losers were
not given compensation, and environmental hearing was not conducted.
 The project would dry the Nethravathi, the lifeline of Dakshina Kannada, in the coming
days.
 The state government is following a dual policy, as in one hand it is stating that forest
should be preserved for elephant corridor and on the other hand it is ravaging the forest
for diversion of a water source.
About Yettinahole project:
 The Yettinahole project envisages to pump about 24 tmc ft of water from Yettinahole, a
tributary of River Netravathi.
 It involves construction of dams and reservoir, pumping of water, flowing of water with
gravitational force and finally filling of lakes.
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As per the project, 24 tmc ft of water from Ettinahole and a couple of other tributaries of
Netravathi River will be drawn by constructing minor dams.
The project envisages diverting the water to drought prone Chikkaballapur, Kolur,
Tumkur and Bangalore rural districts.
The total cost of the project is Rs 8,323 crore.
The Project has come in for very strong opposition from environmental groups, who
argue that the diversion of river basins from their natural course of opposite direction is
fundamentally unscientific and would greatly disturb the very pattern of landscape
ecology. This will result in problems like uneven percolation pattern, seepage problems,
opening up of ground water sources in higher altitudes etc.

Paper 3 Topic: Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology,
bio-technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights.
Fix call drop problem urgently, PM tells officials


Prime Minister Narendra Modi has expressed serious concern over the issue of call drops
and has asked officials to explain the steps being taken to address the problem, which
directly affects the common man.
 The Prime Minister has directed that steps be taken urgently to resolve the problem, and
also to ensure that the problems in voice connectivity do not extend to data connectivity
in the future.
 During the meeting, the Prime Minister also reviewed the progress of digital
infrastructure, rural infrastructure, and connectivity sectors at the meeting with the
officials.
 He has directed officials to explore the possibility of leveraging existing resources,
including railway and other communication infrastructure, to provide mobile
connectivity in remote, unconnected areas. He has emphasised that the targets for digital
infrastructure should be synchronised with the targets for the Digital India initiative.
What is a Call Drop?
 There is no standard definition of a dropped call. In telecommunications, it referes to the
telephone calls which, due to technical reasons, were cut off before the speaking parties
had finished their conversation and before one of them had hung up (dropped calls).
Why a call drops? – telecom services providers‘ arguments:
 There are many reasons why a call drops, including network infrastructure, spectrum
allocation, traffic, as well as the handsets that consumers use. However, telecom service
providers give the following reasons:
 Inadequate number of cell sites directly impact quality of services.
 Limited number of towers is leading to inferior customer experience and growing
customer inconvenience.
 Several challenges are being faced by the industry during installation of sites, including
State bodies‘ actions against towers without prior notices, restrictions by municipalities,
sealing orders, power supply issues and difficulties in getting clearances for installing
sites.
 The service providers have also said that over 10,000 cell sites have been made nonoperational due to some trivial reasons across major cities like Delhi, Mumbai,
Chandigarh, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Patna and Jaip
Various demands by the telecom companies to improve the quality of services:
 need of additional spectrum.
 harmonisation of airwaves to improve capacity.
 they be allowed to install towers on government buildings.
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alignment of State policies with the Telecom Department‘s advisory of mobile tower
installation.

Paper 3 Topic: Development, Bio diversity, Environment, Security and Disaster
Management.
Sachin may captain „Green Army‟ of Maharashtra


Master blaster Sachin Tendulkar is all set to become Maharashtra‘s ‗Green Army chief.‘
Mr. Tendulkar will promote the cause of environment in Maharashtra by being part of
the Green Army, a State government initiative for schoolchildren.
What is Green Army Initiative?
 It is an initiative for schoolchildren by the State Government of Maharashtra.
 Under the Green Army initiative, every school nominates minimum 10 students each to
undertake or work in various projects for environment conservation in their respective
areas.
 As per the State government estimate, 10 lakh students are part of this Green Army.
Paper 2 Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure,
mandate.
IAEA seeks more money for Iran nuclear work


The U.N. nuclear watchdog recently said that it is running out of money to monitor
implementation of nuclear accords with Tehran and has asked countries to increase
funding the costs of its Iran work, which will rise to $10 million a year.
 Under the agreement reached between Tehran and six world powers in July 14, 2015,
sanctions relief for Iran hinges on IAEA reports on its past and present nuclear
programme. So far, costs for the IAEA‘s activities on Iran have been met through extrabudgetary contributions from member states.
 IAEA receives €800,000 ($924,000) a month to verify current Iran nuclear agreements
and it would be exhausted by the end September, 2015.
 The IAEA will need an additional €160,000 a month in the run-up to the implementation
of the agreement which could happen in the first half of next year. Once it is
implemented, the agency will need an annual €9.2 million ($10.6 million) to ensure
verification of the deal.
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA):
 The IAEA is the world‘s centre of cooperation in the nuclear field. It was set up as the
world´s ―Atoms for Peace‖ organization in 1957 within the United Nations family. It also
seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any military
purpose, including nuclear weapons.
 It is not under direct control of the UN. Though established independently of the
United Nations through its own international treaty, the IAEA Statute, the IAEA reports
to both the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council.
 The Agency works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide to promote
safe, secure and peaceful nuclear technologies.
 The IAEA Secretariat is headquartered at the Vienna International Centre in Vienna,
Austria.
 The IAEA serves as an intergovernmental forum for scientific and technical cooperation
in the peaceful use of nuclear technology and nuclear power worldwide.
 The IAEA has 164 member states.
IAEA Mission & Programmes
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The IAEA‘s mission is guided by the interests and needs of Member States, strategic
plans and the vision embodied in the IAEA Statute.
Three main pillars/areas of work – underpin the IAEA‘s mission: Safety and Security;
Science and Technology; and Safeguards and Verification.
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Safeguards is a system of
inspection and verification of the peaceful uses of nuclear materials as part of the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), supervised by the International Atomic Energy Agency..

Paper 1 and 2 Topics: Social empowerment, Poverty and related issues, and Issues relating
to poverty and hunger.
Demographic trends bode ill for Kadars


The vulnerable Kadar tribal community in Kerala is subject to demographic change
as the number of male members has reduced to single digits in most settlements.
 People belonging to this community are the ancient inhabitants of Nelliyampathi hill
ranges in Palakkad district.
 They mainly live in Cherunelli settlement, located at the entrance of the Nelliyampathi
hills ranges that house the famous Parambikulam Tiger Reserve, Pullukad settlement
and few other such settlements.
Concerns/problems/challenges:
 The vulnerable Kadar tribal community is getting subjected to alarming levels of
demographic change as the number of male members is getting reduced to single digit in
most of the settlements.
 Livelihood destruction and alienation from forests are also impacting heavily on the
community‘s sustenance.
 Poverty and malnutrition are rampant among these earlier honey gatherers.
 The controversy over the proposed Athirapally hydal power project has brought the
plight of the Kadar community in the Vazhachal region of Thrissur district to public
focus.
 For these people, life is a constant battle against heavy odds including ill-health and lack
of social security measures.
 With major plantations in Nelliyampathi are in crisis, the tribal people lost all scopes of
permanent jobs.
 The forest is also inaccessible to them because of the non-implementation of the historic
Community Forest Rights Act.
 There is no tribal residential school in the entire region to support the educational needs
of the kids. Most of the single-teacher schools in Kadar settlements have turned nonfunctional as the teachers are paid only Rs.3,000 as salary.
 Experts say that alcoholism and excess use of tobacco are taking their toll on the life of
the tribesmen.
 Hence, immediate intervention of the State government is needed to improve their
livelihoods.
Paper 2 Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors
and issues arising out of their design and implementation.
Breakthrough Soon in Talks With Government on OROP


The army veterans and the Prime Minister‘s Office are on the verge of a breakthrough to
seal the deal on one rank one pension (OROP). The government is likely to accept the
figure of Rs. 8,298 crore per year as the basic additional annual payout.
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There have been speculations that the announcement will be made on August 28,
the 50th anniversary of the 1965 war with Pakistan.
all about One-rank one-pension scheme:
 This is a scheme which will ensure that soldiers of the same rank and the same length of
service receive the same pension, irrespective of their retirement date. In simple words, it
demands equal pensions for those who have retired in one particular year, as those who
retire in another year at the same position, and for the same duration of services
rendered. It is expected to benefit 3 million former soldiers.
 Present situation: At present, a soldier who retired many years ago is paid far less than
someone several ranks junior to him retiring now.
 Why difference? The difference in the pension of present and past pensioners in the same
rank occurs on account of the number of increments earned by the defence personnel in
that rank.
 So far, there was no such rule. While every pay commission bumps the salaries of
government servants, pensions of ex-servicemen remain the same.
Why Army veterans are demanding OROP?
 Soldiers are compulsorily retired in the armed forces: jawans at 35, NCO/JCOs at 45,
majors at 50, and so on. While early retirement keeps the Army young, it is difficult for
the veterans, especially jawans, to access fresh employment or secure lateral
entry into other government services at a late stage in their life.
Why the centre is delaying?
 The implementation of one rank, one pension is also expected to push up the Centre‘s
defence pension payments by a record 40%, posing fresh challenges to keep the Centre‘s
fiscal deficit within the budgetary target of 4.1% of the Gross Domestic Product.
Paper 2 Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations.
Chabahar Port: India, Iran‟s plan to build railway link faces hurdles





Iran‘s offer to India to help build a rail link to connect the strategically located Chabahar
Port with the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) project is facing
hurdles over terms of contract, a development that would need political intervention for
a quick resolution. The issue is related to the ownership and maintainance of the rail
network.
Tehran has offered a proposal to India to help build over 500-km-rail link from the
Chabahar in Southeast Iran to connect with Zahedan, capital of Sistan-Baluchistan
province.
Zahedan is connected with the main Iranian railway network and the proposed rail link
when concluded will join Chabahar with INSTC and provide access to Azerbaijan,
Turkmenistan and beyond.
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India and chabahar port:
 India had recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Iran for the
development of the Chabahar port. India is keen to tap the trading potential with
countries in the region and has been pushing for providing connectivity.
 Chabahar port is suitably located to serve India‘s outreach in the region to Afghanistan
and beyond as well as link with INSTC to which India is one of the initial signatories.
About the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC):
 The International North–South Transport Corridor is the ship, rail, and road route for
moving freight between India, Russia, Iran, Europe and Central Asia.
 The route primarily involves moving freight from India, Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia via
ship, rail and road.
 The objective of the corridor is to increase trade connectivity between major cities such
as Mumbai, Moscow, Tehran, Baku, Bandar Abbas, Astrakhan, Bandar Anzali and etc.
 Russia, Iran and India signed the agreement for the INSTC project in 2002.
 Dry runs of the two routes in INSTC were conducted in 2014, the first was Mumbai to
Baku (Azerbaijan) via Bandar Abbas (Iranian Port) and the second was Mumbai to
Astrakhan (Russia) via Bandar Abbas, Tehran and Bandar Anzali (Iran).
Paper 2 and 4 Topics: transparency and accountability, and ethics
Sania Mirza‟s Khel Ratna Award Hits Legal Roadblock


Sania Mirza‘s Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna award has hit a legal roadblock. The sports
ministry‘s decision to confer the prestigious national award to the world‘s leading tennis
doubles star has been challenged by Paralympian H.N Girisha in the Karnataka High
Court.
 The court has admitted the petition and served notices to the sports ministry and Sania.
The court has directed the respondents to reply to the notices within 15 days.
What is the issue?
 Allegation is that Girisha‘s name was overlooked in favour of Sania, considering
the points system being implemented by the central government.
 Girisha, who won the silver medal in the 2012 London Olympics, says that he deserved to
win the country‘s highest sporting award.
 Going by the ministry‘s performance-based points system introduced to pick the award
winner, Girisha is the top contender with 90 points, while Sania does not figure
anywhere near the top.
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Sania has won Grand Slam titles but according to the ministry notification, only
performances at the Olympics, Paralympics, Asiad, Commonwealth Games and World
Championships from 2011 will be considered.
About Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna:
 It is India‘s highest honour given for achievement in sports, given by the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports, government of India.
 It carries a medal, a scroll of honour and a substantial cash component.
 The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, in February 2015, revised the Schemes of Rajiv
Gandhi Khel Ratna Award, Arjuna Award, Dhyan Chand Award and Dronacharya
Awards.
 Under the revised scheme, for Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna the weightage for performance in
sports events has been reduced from 90% to 80% and weightage of marks to be given by
the Selection Committee for factors like profile and standard of sports events has been
increased from 10% to 20%.
 This will increase say of the Selection Committee in the process of selection and give
sufficient paly to the profile and standard of sports events in determination of awardees.
Paper 2 Topic: dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions
Telangana seeks rightful share of Krishna river waters


Claiming before the Supreme Court that the right to access water is a human rights issue,
the Telangana government has sought fresh allocation of the disputed waters of the
Krishna river.
 The State government has asked the court to set aside previous dispute proceedings and
orders of the Krishna Water Tribunals in the light of the bifurcation of the State of
Andhra Pradesh and formation of the new State of Telangana.
 It has sought the issuance of a mandamus to Union government to notify the setting up
of a fresh tribunal under the Inter-State River Water Disputes Act of 1956 to decide the
issue the sharing of the river water among the four neighbouring States of Maharashtra,
Karnataka, AP and Telangana.
What Telangana government says?
 It said that under the 1956 Act, the Union, once it gets a complaint or a reference in
relation to the sharing of water between two States, has to refer the case to a tribunal
formed under the statute.
 Telangana says it has no other forum to address its grievance for a fresh allocation of the
river water on the basis of its identity as a separate State.
 It says that Telangana is restricted by the terms of reference of Section 89 of the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act of 2014, which considers only the prospect of carving
out its share of the Krishna water from Andhra Pradesh‟s share.
 Prima facie opposing the petition, the States of Maharashtra and Karnataka have said
that the interests of Telangana were represented by the undivided Andhra Pradesh, and
there cannot be any new proceedings for fresh allocation of the water.
 In an earlier hearing, the Supreme Court had compared the plight of Telangana to that
of an “unborn child” whose interests were not represented before the Krishna Water
Disputes Tribunal – II.
Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal (KWDT):
 Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal (KWDT) was set up under Inter-State River Water
Disputes Act, 1956 to adjudicate upon the water dispute regarding the Inter-State river
Krishna and the river valley thereof.
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The tribunal gave its award in 1973. While the Tribunal had in its earlier report detailed
two schemes, Scheme A and Scheme B, the final award only included Scheme A and
Scheme B was left out. Scheme A pertained to the division of the available waters based
on 75% dependability, while Scheme B recommended ways to share the surplus waters.
 The KWDT in its award outlined the exact share of each state. The award contended
based on 75% dependability that the total quantum of water available for distribution
was 2060TMC. This was divided between the three states in the following manner.
o Maharashtra 560 TMC
o Karnataka 700 TMC
o Andhra Pradesh 800 TMC
Review of the Award:
 The tribunal in its first award provided for a review of its award after 31 May 2000.
However no such review was taken up for more than 3 years after that.
 In April 2004, the second KWDT, was constituted by the Government of India following
requests by all three states.
 The second Krishna Water Dispute Tribunal gave its draft verdict on 31 December 2010.
The allocation of available water was done according to 65% dependability, considering
the records of flow of water for past 47 years. According to KWDT II, Andhra Pradesh got
1001 TMC of water, Karnataka 907 TMC and Maharashtra 666 TMC. Next review of
water allocations will be after the year 2050.
 The Krishna River is the second biggest river in peninsular India. It originates near
Mahabaleshwar in Maharashtra from the statue of a cow in a temple. It then runs for a
distance of 303 km in Maharashtra, 480 km through the breadth of North Karnataka and
the rest of its 1300 km journey in Andhra Pradesh before it empties into the Bay of
Bengal. The river basin is 257,000 km², and the States of Maharastra, Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh contributes 68,800 km² (26.8%), 112,600 sq.k.m. (43.8%) and 75,600
km² (29.4%) respectively.
Paper 1 Topic: Role of women and women’s organization, population and associated issues
Women live four years longer than men in India


A recent study published in the British medical journal ―The Lancet ― notes that People
in India live significantly longer now compared with 1990.
Notable observations:
 Life expectancy increased by 6.9 years for men and 10.3 years for women between 1990
and 2013. In 1990, the figures were 57.25 for men and 59.19 for women. This rose to
64.16 and 68.48 respectively by 2013.
 Healthy life expectancy, for men, has increased from 50.07 in 1990 to 56.52 in 2013,
while for women it rose from 50.15 to 59.11.
 In 2013, the top 10 causes of disability-adjusted life years in both sexes in India were
from ischemic heart disease, COPD, TB, lower respiratory tract infections, neonatal preterm birth, neonatal encephalopathy, diarrhoea, stroke, road injuries, and low back and
neck pain.
 For men, the leading causes of health loss between 1990 and 2013 were self-harm,
ischemic heart disease and stroke, which increased at rates of 149.9, 79.9 and 59.8%
respectively.
 Self-harm did not figure among India‘s top 10 causes in 1990 but was ranked 10th in men
in 2013. Iron-deficiency anaemia, ranked ninth in 1990 in men, was no longer a cause by
2013.
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For women, the largest increases among leading causes of disability-adjusted life years
occurred owing to ischemic heart disease, depressive disorders, and stroke. Stroke and
depressive disorders were the causes of health loss recorded in 2013 but not in 1990 in
Indian women.
Experts say more awareness of mental health issues and better detection and
documentation could be one of the reasons for depressive disorders to show up in the
list.

Paper 1 and 2 Topics: Social empowerment, Poverty and related issues, and Issues relating
to poverty and hunger.
Demographic trends bode ill for Kadars


The vulnerable Kadar tribal community in Kerala is subject to demographic change
as the number of male members has reduced to single digits in most settlements.
 People belonging to this community are the ancient inhabitants of Nelliyampathi hill
ranges in Palakkad district.
 They mainly live in Cherunelli settlement, located at the entrance of the Nelliyampathi
hills ranges that house the famous Parambikulam Tiger Reserve, Pullukad settlement
and few other such settlements.
Concerns/problems/challenges:
 The vulnerable Kadar tribal community is getting subjected to alarming levels of
demographic change as the number of male members is getting reduced to single digit in
most of the settlements.
 Livelihood destruction and alienation from forests are also impacting heavily on the
community‘s sustenance.
 Poverty and malnutrition are rampant among these earlier honey gatherers.
 The controversy over the proposed Athirapally hydal power project has brought the
plight of the Kadar community in the Vazhachal region of Thrissur district to public
focus.
 For these people, life is a constant battle against heavy odds including ill-health and lack
of social security measures.
 With major plantations in Nelliyampathi are in crisis, the tribal people lost all scopes of
permanent jobs.
 The forest is also inaccessible to them because of the non-implementation of the historic
Community Forest Rights Act.
 There is no tribal residential school in the entire region to support the educational needs
of the kids. Most of the single-teacher schools in Kadar settlements have turned nonfunctional as the teachers are paid only Rs.3,000 as salary.
 Experts say that alcoholism and excess use of tobacco are taking their toll on the life of
the tribesmen.
 Hence, immediate intervention of the State government is needed to improve their
livelihoods.
Paper 1 & 2 Topics: Social empowerment and Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of
the population by the Centre and States.
Revisit national policy for the elderly: SC


The Social Justice Bench of the Supreme Court has asked the Centre to revisit its national
policy for the elderly.
Why?
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Because the present policy is over 15 years old and a lot has changed on the ground since
then.
 A relook is necessary in the wake of the enactment of the Maintenance and Welfare of
Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007.
Is it really necessary to revisit the policy?
 Keeping in view the changing demographic pattern, socio-economic needs of
the senior citizens, social value system and advancement in the field of
science and technology over the last decade, it appears necessary to have a relook at
the National Policy on Older Persons, 1999.
Background:
 The above observations came during the hearing of a PIL petition seeking setting up of
old age homes with basic healthcare facilities in every district of the country.
 The PIL says that senior citizens are being deprived of their rights and has sought
directions to initiate appropriate steps to carry out a survey of old age homes across the
country.
National Policy on Older Persons (NPOP):
 The National Policy on Older Persons (NPOP), enacted in 1999, envisages State support
to ensure:
 financial and food security
 healthcare
 shelter and other needs of older persons
 equitable share in development
 protection against abuse and exploitation
 availability of services to improve the quality of their lives.
 It also provides state support on issues like social security, inter-generational bonding,
family as the primary caretaker, role of NGOs, training of manpower and research.
Stats:
 As per Census 2011, the population of senior citizens in the country is 10.38 crore, which
is about 8.6% of the total population of the country.
Paper 2 Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India
and/or affecting India’s interests.
India-US to sign pact on exchange of information on terrorists


India and the US are likely to sign a pact on exchange of information on
terrorists on a real time basis during the counter-terrorism and homeland security
dialogue scheduled to be held in December this year.
 The US-India Homeland Security Dialogue takes place between India‘s Home Ministry
and the US Department of Homeland Security to enhance homeland security cooperation
and discuss building capacity in cyber security and critical infrastructure protection,
countering illicit finance, global supply chain security, megacity policing, and science and
technology.
How India benefits from this agreement?
 With this agreement in place, India could get access to a U.S. database of 11,000 terror
suspects on a real time basis.
 India has also asked for access to Internet-related data from U.S.-based service providers
like Google, Yahoo, and Bing, among others.
Concerns:
 Some Indian security agencies have expressed concern over giving unhindered access to
the U.S. on such sensitive database.
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Hence, India has insisted that privacy issues be taken care of, and the agreement not be a
tool to serve only the interests of the U.S.
About the agreement:
 The Homeland Security Presidential Directive (HSPD -6) is a model text
agreement proposed by the U.S. for exchange of terrorist screening information
between the Terrorist Screening Centre (TSC) of the U.S. and an Indian
agency.
 The US has already finalised such agreements with 30 countries.
 Terrorist Screening Centre (TSC ) is a multi agency organisation administered by FBI
which consolidates several terrorist watch list maintained by different US government
agencies into single terrorist data base on terror suspects.
 The data base include name of the terror suspect, nationality, date of birth, photos, finger
prints (if any), passport number.
 As part of the agreement, India could share details on red corner notices as well as details
on criminals or terrorists wanted across the country with the US.
Other proposals in the agreement:
 Law enforcement engagement proposals include sharing lessons learned and best
practices in SWAT team training and responding to mass casualty exercises, improving
both nations‘ capabilities to respond to terrorist incidents and natural disasters.
Paper 2 Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors
and issues arising out of their design and implementation.
1,983 villages adopted under Grama Jyothi


During the 10-day Grama Jyothi programme of village-level planning and development,
that concluded recently in nine districts of Telangana, a total of 1983 gram panchayats
were adopted by elected representatives, police and government officials.
Details:
 Ministers, MPs, MLAs, MLCs, chairmen of Zilla Parishads, Zilla Parishad Territorial
Constituency members and Mandal Parishad presidents adopted 854 gram panchayats.
 The police officers adopted 523 gram panchayats and district level officers 606.
Background:
 The Telangana state government had asked the elected representatives and officers to
adopt villages for the success of the programme.
 They were supposed to coordinate with functional committees that were constituted
under seven heads and work for creation of basic civic amenities in the adopted villages.
 This was the first time in the country that such a large number of villages had been
adopted for development. Before this, the Saansad Adarsh Grama Yojana of the Central
government had envisaged that all the 545 MPs in the country take the responsibility of
developing physical and institutional infrastructure in three villages by 2019.
About Gram Jyothi Scheme of Telangana:
 The scheme is aimed at comprehensive development of rural areas.
 It allows planning and execution of works by villages themselves.
 With the village development committees playing the key role, the focus of the scheme
would be at improving the Human Development Index (HDI) by addressing core issues
such as roads, drains and sanitation, nutrition and health, drinking water, streetlights,
wage employment and green cover.
 A sum of Rs. 25,000 crore in five years will be spent under the scheme for rural
development. Each village will be alloted Rs. 2 crore to Rs. 6 crore depending on the
population.
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The scheme is also aimed at strengthening panchayat raj system and to allow gram
panchayats to formulate their own development plans.
The gram panchayats would be required to formulate a special development plan for the
welfare of scheduled castes and scheduled tribes.

Paper 3 Topic: technology in the aid of farmers.
Naidu flags off chopper for aerial seeding


Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N.Chandrababu Naidu recently launched the aerial
seeding programme in Guntur district of Andhra Pradesh.
 The Andhra government has planned to plant five crore trees in the next five years
through various plantation programmes.
About the aerial seeding programme:
 Under the aerial seeding plan, 150 metric tons will be used across the state.
 Nearly 1,500 hectares of degraded forest on hill slopes in Guntur district not suitable for
traditional methods of sowing will be covered under this programme.
 The programme is being organised with the collaboration of Krishnapatnam Port.
What is aerial seeding?
 Aerial seeding is a technique of sowing seeds using helicopters and aeroplanes to scatter
them. Aerial reforestation has been usually done to repopulate forest land after some
type of disaster since the 1930s.
 Aerial seeding is an alternative to other seeding methods where terrain is extremely
rocky or at high elevations or otherwise inaccessible.
Advantages of aerial seeding:
 efficient coverage of a large area in the least amount of time.
 it facilitates seeding in areas that otherwise would be impossible to seed with traditional
methods, such as land that is too hard to reach by non aircraft or ground conditions
being far too wet.
 Sources: The Hindu, Wiki.
Topic – Paper – 3:. Achievements of Indians in S&T
Indian scientist awarded first Sunhak Peace Prize


Noted Indian agriculture scientist Modadugu Vijay Gupta, who has done pioneering work
in aquaculture in India and several other countries, was recently awarded the first
Sunhak Peace Prize, which he shared with the President of Kiribati Islands.
 Tong, the President of Kiribati Islands which is facing the dire prospects of being
engulfed by rising sea waters by 2050, was chosen for the award for his dogged fight to
end the carbon emissions which are spelling doom for small island nations.
About Sunhak Peace Prize:
 The Sunhak Peace Prize is intended to recognize and empower innovations in human
development, conflict resolution and ecological conservation.
 The award carries $1 million prize.
 It is billed as an alternative to the Nobel Peace Prize.
 The prizes will not be awarded based on celebrity or popularity, but on ―substantial
contributions‖ made by individuals or organizations to the ideal of peace.
 This year‘s prize focused on the theme of ocean conservation, climate change and
aquaculture.
Paper 3 Topic: Biodiversity and Environment.:
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Paper – 1: Women empowerment/Role of women organisations
SHG women make a livelihood from algae


Algae cultivation has proved beneficial for many SHG women in Andhra Pradesh. Since,
Andhra Pradesh has a coastline of 974 km, algae cultivation is an opportunity to improve
the living conditions of lakhs of fishermen there and also earn foreign currency.
Algae and their uses:
 Algae, popularly known as seaweeds, can be cultivated in seawater, including shallow
and brackish waters.
 It has been of immense industrial, human and agricultural value since time immemorial
and gained prominence during 13th century, after the discovery of agar-agar in Japan
and Alginic Acid in the European continent.
 Substances of the seaweeds are being used as additives in food products and drugs to give
them a smooth texture and help them retain moisture.
 They are also used in lipsticks, soaps, film, paint, varnish and buttons and of huge
demand in the domestic and international markets.
 Algae is a highly subsidised crop in Andhra Pradesh, as the farmers would get 50% of
subsidy on input costs. The crop duration is just 45 days and there has been a steady
increase in the demand for the produce in the international.
 Fisherfolk, especially women self-help groups from Tamil Nadu and Gujarat, have
already been enjoying the benefits of algae cultivation while their counterparts from
Kerala are on the job of tapping the potential.
 Algae cultivation in Andhra Pradesh is yet to be explored fully. Though there is vast
scope, attempts are still at a nascent stage. A pilot project was launched in
Visakhapatnam and Vizianagaram districts of Andhra Pradesh long back. However, the
cultivation has not been expanded to the other coastal districts.
Paper 1 Topic: Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India.
More children in school, but very few enter college


According to the new census data, while enrolment in school is now over 80% for schoolage children, higher education enrolment remains low.
The new data also reveals that:
 Over 400 million people, or over a third of the population in 2011, had never attended
any school or educational institution.
 Enrolment in educational institutions rose between 2001 and 2011 at every level, most of
all in the primary and secondary school-going age of 7 to14 years.
 Between the age of 7 and 14, over 80% of children are attending school.
 In Kerala, the proportion of 7 to 14-year-olds attending school rose from 93% to over
97%.
 In all, there are still over 25.6 million children between the age of 6 and 14 who are out of
school.
 Girls still lag behind boys in educational enrolment at this age but the gap has
substantially reduced over the last decade; school and college enrolment rose faster
among girls than among boys.
 Despite a substantial improvement over the last decade, less than two out of three young
Indians in the age group of 15 to 19 go to any sort of educational institution. The
proportion is lower for girls, in rural areas and among Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
Tribe students.
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In 2001, just 44% of those aged 15 to 19 were in school or college, while in 2011 that
proportion rose to nearly 60%.
There is also wide inter-State variation. While the proportion of 15 to19-year-olds
enrolled in school or college is the lowest in Odisha and Gujarat at 43.3 %and 51.1%
respectively, it is the highest in Himachal Pradesh (78.51%) and Kerala (82.87%).
Fewer than 25% of those aged 20 to 24 were enrolled in an educational institution in
2011.
Those taking up vocational education remains extremely low. Between the age of 15 and
24, the proportion of those enrolled in a vocational institute is under 5%. This figure is up
from just over 2% in 2001.

Paper 1 Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until
the present- significant events, personalities, issues.
Sree Narayana Jayanthi Celebrated


The 161st birth anniversary of Sree Narayana Guru was celebrated across the Kochi
district with processions, feasts and art/cultural shows recently.
 To commemorate the birth anniversary public meetings were organised in various parts
of the Kochi district in Kerala, highlighting the teachings of Narayana Guru.
Who was Narayana Guru?
 Narayana Guru (1854 – 1928) was a social reformer. He has been credited with
transforming the social fabric of kerala and changing the beliefs of keralites in ways
unimaginable at that point in time.
 He was born into an Ezhava family in an era when people from such communities, which
were regarded as Avarna, faced much social injustice in the caste-ridden society of
Kerala.
Contributions/achievements:
 He led a reform movement in Kerala, rejected casteism, and promoted new values of
spiritual freedom and social equality.
 He stressed the need for the spiritual and social upliftment of the downtrodden by their
own efforts through the establishment of temples and educational institutions.
 In the process, he denounced the superstitions that clouded the fundamental Hindu
cultural convention of caste.
 He preached the ‗oneness‘ of humanity, crossing the boundaries of caste and creed.
 In 1888, he installed an idol of siva at Aravippuram in Kerala in his effort to show that
the consecration of god‘s image was not a monopoly of the brahmins. This is popularly
known as Aravippuram movement.
 The above event also inspired many socio religious reform movements in the south
including Temple Entry Movement.
Paper 3 Topic: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental
impact assessment.
Yettinahole: agitations planned as work begins


Activists in Dakshina Kannada, Karnataka have planned a series of agitations from
September 1 to press the government to stop the Nethravati diversion project
(Yettinahole project). Activists have alleged that the state government has begun the
project forcibly brushing aside the opposition to it.
 The project has commenced in Hassan district of Karnataka.
Other major allegations against the Project:
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The government has taken up the works by violating Karnataka Preservation of Trees
Act, 1976.
 Before the work was taken up, land acquisition process wasn‘t taken up, land losers were
not given compensation, and environmental hearing was not conducted.
 The project would dry the Nethravathi, the lifeline of Dakshina Kannada, in the coming
days.
 The state government is following a dual policy, as in one hand it is stating that forest
should be preserved for elephant corridor and on the other hand it is ravaging the forest
for diversion of a water source.
About Yettinahole project:
 The Yettinahole project envisages to pump about 24 tmc ft of water from Yettinahole, a
tributary of River Netravathi.
 It involves construction of dams and reservoir, pumping of water, flowing of water with
gravitational force and finally filling of lakes.
 As per the project, 24 tmc ft of water from Ettinahole and a couple of other tributaries of
Netravathi River will be drawn by constructing minor dams.
 The project envisages diverting the water to drought prone Chikkaballapur, Kolur,
Tumkur and Bangalore rural districts.
 The total cost of the project is Rs 8,323 crore.
 The Yettinahole Project has come in for very strong opposition from environmental
groups, who argue that the diversion of river basins from their natural course of opposite
direction is fundamentally unscientific and would greatly disturb the very pattern of
landscape ecology. This will result in problems like uneven percolation pattern, seepage
problems, opening up of ground water sources in higher altitudes etc.
Paper 3 Topics: Various Security forces and agencies and their mandate and Linkages
between development and spread of extremism.
NIA for softer cases against youth saved from terror path


The National Investigation Agency (NIA) has asked the Union Home Ministry to invoke
lighter sections of the law against young men stopped from joining terrorist
organisations such as the Islamic State.
Why?
 The NIA feels that young men who have been stopped from joining organisations such as
the IS should not be booked under stringent penal provisions so as not to deter
parents and other family members from coming forward to report such
cases.
Then, why book under lighter sections of the law?
 Booking them under lighter sections can act as a deterrent and will create the fear of the
law in their minds.
Why not follow western practices?
 Unlike western countries, where a potential IS recruiter comes under the radar just by
his travel plans to the Middle East, raising a suspicion is almost impossible in case of
Indians as such a travel pattern had been in existence in the country for decades — and
most travellers to the region have business and employment interests in India.
Background:
 For quite some time now, there was a debate going on in government on whether to book
young men stopped from joining terrorist organisations such as the Islamic State under
stringent penal provisions.
What else has the NIA said?
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NIA has also said that potential young terror recruits should be identified and bind-down
orders issued against them.
 It has also asked the Bureau of Immigration, which records the movement of passengers
to and from the country, to study immigration patterns of Indians in a systematic
manner and generate red flags.
About National Investigation Agency:
 National Investigation Agency (NIA) is a federal agency established by the Indian
Government to combat terror in India. It acts as the Central Counter Terrorism Law
Enforcement Agency. The agency is empowered to deal with terror related crimes across
states without special permission from the states.
Background:
 The Agency came into existence with the enactment of the National Investigation Agency
Act 2008 by the Parliament of India on 31 December 2008.
 NIA was created after the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks as need for a central agency to
combat terrorism was realised.
Jurisdiction:
 NIA has concurrent jurisdiction which empowers the Centre to probe terror attacks in
any part of the country, covering offences, including challenge to the country‘s
sovereignty and integrity, bomb blasts, hijacking of aircraft and ships, and attacks on
nuclear installations.
 Other than offenses of terrorism, it also deals with counterfeit currency, human
trafficking, narcotics or drugs, organised crime (extortion mobs and gangs), plane
hijacking and violations of atomic energy act and weapons of mass destruction act.
 A State Government may request the Central Government to hand over the investigation
of a case to the NIA, provided the case has been registered for the offenses as contained
in the schedule to the NIA Act.
 Central Government can also order NIA to take over investigation of any scheduled
offense anywhere in the India.
Other details:
 Officers of the NIA who are drawn from the Indian Revenue Service and the Indian
Police Service have all powers, privileges and liabilities which the police officers have in
connection with investigation of any offense.
 Various Special Courts have been notified by the Central Government of India for trial of
the cases registered at various police stations of NIA under the NIA Act 2008. Any
question as to the jurisdiction of these courts is decided by the Central Government.
 Special courts are presided over by a judge appointed by the Central Government on the
recommendation of the Chief Justice of the High Court with jurisdiction in that region.
 Supreme Court of India has also been empowered to transfer the cases from one special
court to any other special court within or outside the state if the same is in the interest of
justice in light of the prevailing circumstances in any particular state. They are
empowered with all powers of the court of sessions under Code of Criminal Procedure,
1973 for trial of any offense.
 An appeal from any judgment, sentence or order, not being an interlocutory order, of a
Special Court lies to the High Court both on facts and on law. Such an appeal is heard by
a bench of two Judges of the High Court.
 At present there are 38 Special NIA Courts. State Governments have also been
empowered to appoint one or more such special courts in their states.
Paper 2 and 3 Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various
sectors, and Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources,
growth, development and employment.
http://www.insightsonindia.com

Page 81

Insights Current Events- August 2015

Centre‟s nod for NIMZ in Medak


The proposed National Investment and Manufacturing Zone (NIMZ) at Zaheerabad in
Medak district is expected to take roots in the near future with a clear indication received
by the Telangana Government from the Centre.
 The proposed NIMZ is expected to come up in about 11,252 acres, which has already been
identified in the past by then combined Andhra Pradesh Government.
What are National Investment and Manufacturing Zones (NIMZs)?
 The National Investment & Manufacturing Zones (NIMZs) are an important
instrumentality of the National manufacturing policy. The NIMZs are envisaged
as integrated industrial townships with:
 state of the art infrastructure
 land use on the basis of zoning
 clean and energy efficient technology
 necessary social infrastructure
 skill development facilities etc.
 NIMZs also aim to provide a productive environment for persons transitioning from the
primary to the secondary and tertiary sectors.
What the National Manufacturing Policy (NMP) says?
 The National Manufacturing Policy (NMP) has the objective of enhancing the share of
manufacturing in GDP to 25% and creating 100 million jobs over a decade. The NMP
provides for promotion of clusters and aggregation, especially through the creation of
national investment and manufacturing zones (NIMZ).
The National Manufacturing Policy (NMP) provides inter-alia for:
 Relief from Capital Gains Tax on sale of plant and machinery of a unit located in a
National Investment and Manufacturing Zone (NIMZ) in case of re-investment of sale
consideration within a period of three years for purchase of new plant & machinery in
any other unit located in the same NIMZ or another NIMZ.
 Rollover relief from long term Capital Gains tax to individuals on sale of a residential
property (house or plot of land) in case of re-investment of sale consideration in the
equity of a new start-up SME company in the manufacturing sector for the purchase of a
new plant and machinery.
 Simple and expeditious exit mechanism for closure of sick units while protecting labour
interests;
 In respect of environmental laws/regulations, inspection by specially
trained/designated/notified agencies for third party inspection to supplement the
inspection by the Government agencies for compliance monitoring.
Some notable points:
 NIMZ can be proposed with land area of at least 5000 hectares.
 Land will be selected by state governments and preference would be given to uncultivable
land.
 NIMZ will be managed by Special Purpose Vehicle, headed by. Govt. officials and experts,
including those of environment.
 To enable NIMZs to function as self governing autonomous bodies, they will be declared
by the state government as industrial townships under Article 243 Q (c ) of the
constitution.
 NIMZs will be notified by the central government.
Paper 2 Topic: Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of vulnerable sections.
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No Tribal Council in Maharashtra yet


The proposal to form a new Tribal Advisory Council (TAC) in Maharashtra, under the
fresh regime, is pending even after 10 months of assuming office.
 The Opposition has alleged that the delay was to suppress the resistance of Tribal MLAs
to the demand of Dhangar community to include them in the Scheduled Tribe (ST)
quota.
Tribal Advisory Councils (TACs):
 The Tribes Advisory Councils have been constituted in the Scheduled Areas States i.e.
Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha and Rajasthan and non Scheduled Areas States of Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal.
 TACs are mandated as per the Fifth schedule of the constitution, to advice on
matters pertaining to the welfare and advancement of the STs in respective States as may
be referred to them by the Governor.
 The decisions taken in the TACs do not need Cabinet‟s approval and the council
enjoys a say in crucial matter related to tribal issues.
 The government has to nominate tribal MLAs and MPs for the TAC of which the Chief
Minister is the chairperson.
 Fifth Schedule of the Constitution envisages that ―There shall be established in each State
having Scheduled Areas therein and, if the President so directs, also in any State having
Scheduled Tribes but not Scheduled Areas therein.
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